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and Silas.it is of littie importance to any nian, personally considered,
whcther ttic Scribes and Eiders of the day agree vfith thiese views or
despise then as lieterodox.

Candid reader-opcni flic Christian oracles, espccially the Acts of
Ap oqtles 1wherein ne have a record of the discourses and directions
of the aposties and evangeli sts iii order to the coiiversic~u of icn.-
Examine these inspired pages, and ask yourself tliis query- Can I
findl any ap)ostie, crangelist, ol: hosel cceld, giving directions Io a
sinncr. 10 piruy for, t/he 8jpiri1 to te sent fromt /ten~f to COflvert /tifl Io

Gd? Or, %vith the New Testamecnt open, nmalte the eiiquiry, Did
('?y 4p)oslc, C/iris/iten -lPi-jhet. or ililjlirCd tcacer, ?inder <!fy cil-

*cinistanees, ask Uodl Io scnd las Sp)irit t0 COlvr /euconrcrtctei(»lzitd?
Or can. a single instance be found where a primitir re -adertagt
pour siliners to luolcfor- a spirilitd aent dircd/y.fron the courts of
bliss to arrest '/v souls ali-I tur t/îcm hcarenwvardl? In the naiine
of the great Xiig, thon, if we End not sinners dirccted by apostolie
authority to pray for the Spirit-find not the aposties themsclves thus

*prayiiig-and flnd flot any authorized servant of Jesus tean~ing any
sucli ting-Nwhiy should we hesitate to disowvn the sentiment and treat
it as We treat ail traditions of nien whiehi dishionor and make void theocomnîandmneuts of the living God ? "WIe oughit to o1xey God rather
than men.2'

There are indeed two theories concerning the Spirit, cnibraced and
Îadvooated by those who rejeet abstract spiritual influence, which we
do not love and cannot recominend. So far as we have learned, thcy
are both iinscrijtural. The flrst argues that there is no ly Spirit
other than the teinper of the gospel as a systeni coming fromn a bene-
volent and great Teacher, anid that both at conversion and subsequent-
ly the temper of good teaching is ail the spiritual legacy to be rcceiv-
cd. The second contends; thiat flie gospel and the Spirit éperate
separately, and that ftic gospel (wifhout spirit) eonverts, and aftcr con-
version the Spirit is given. The aposties did not thîns speculate or

terize. They preached the gospel of God, full of the love of God
Jand the Spirit of God ;and when mien 'were born again, tliey wcre
born not only of 'Iwatcr" but of "the Spirit"; and being thus nmade
alive to God, they liad the promise of tlic Spirit f0 dwcll in them
richly and abundanfly.

It is thec peculiar privilege of saints to '-'be filled with flic spirit"-
fo be "1strengthened with all iniglif by flie spirit ia the inward man,"

1 to have "the Spirit" bearing wituess witli fliir spirif"-to participate
in i-hespirit of adoption"-to be assisted by &-the spirit whieb be]ps


