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waters stitl swarm with fi-hes as in the
days of the Apostolic fishermen, A re-
cent_American traveller, while out upon
the sca, encountered o temprest like these
deseribed in the Gospels; sudden, swift
und violent, it swept down on the sea
from the upper hills, and threw {t into
commotion as in a moment. e was un.
able to muke headway against it, and
was driven over to the coast of Ciniurenes.
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CURIOSITY OF COMMERCE.

"Purning over the pages of the Cyclo-
paedia of Commerce, a fow matters at-
tracted our attention as curidsities, which
we proposs to transeribe for our readors,
\We were lcoking for the small things in
commervc—matters, that, in taking o
magnificent, broad, and comprehensive
view, would be overlooked—just «s the
tnvention of the greatest impsrtanes Dor
domestic purposes wonld bo ovi.dooked
and unnoticed in its homely attire wien
placed in exhibition and swrronunded by
works of polished art, costly wachinery
ald gorgeons furniture.  An humble in-
ventor once placed in such an ¢-hibiion
a few bunches of friction matches, They
were urenoticed.  Visitors went there
noking for some great thing, not realiz-
iny that the despised package of =plints,
¢ pped, with chemical five, was the thing
in that proud colicetion, dextined to work
a revolution in the meens of procuring
artificial light, and to becom?2 a universal
nacessity, to be deprivad of which woulid
be one of the greatest inconveniences thét
cotld happen,

{t is not morc than twenty years ego
sinee the tinder-box was inuniversal use.
1t is abolished now. The invention of the
friction match spread slowly ; bat who at
this day would venture to say they could
do withoutit? Insignificant as they ap-
pear to be, single factories with expen-
rive machinery, cut up large rafts of tim-
ber annually for matches.

Under the head of pins, we find that
the manufacture of this indispensable lit-
tle instrument was commenced in the
United States, between 1812 and 1820,
since which time the business has ex-
tended greatly, and sc¢veral patents for
the manufacture of pius have been taken

out. The manufacture dn. England and

other parts of Burope is conducted wpon
improvements made in the United States.
Notwithstanding the.cxtent of our own
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productions, the United States imported
in 1856 pins to the value of $40,255.

Still keeping our attention directed to
Esm:ﬂl things, we flud that the imports of
"needles into this country for 1456, a-
i mounted to $346,000. It is snid®hat
| needles were first made in Englaud inthe
time of Queen Mary by a negro from
Spain ; but he would not jmpart his se-
i cret 3 it was lost at his death, and not re-
covered again tilt 1568, in the rcign of
Queen Elizabeth, whun a German taught
the art to the Lnglish, who have since
Lrought it to the greatest perfection. It
is stated that the construction of a necdle
requires wbout 120 operations, but they
sive. : .

The tempeorance people will find wrgu-
ment to enivree their doctrines inthe fact
thit 41,071,636 Lushels of grain, paying
£25,000,000 duty, are annuaily converied
into malt in Great Britein for ale and,
jporter. 1t mey reasensbly be inferred
Fthut a greal «uantity of these beverages
tis dranle here.

“Ground nuts arc quite un instftution
with Young Aumerice, 800 tons having
been imported into the United States from
Gambia in one year.  Wg, bowever, dis-
sent f{row the encyeldpede list when he)
says they are most used heve us a dessert, |
roasted as-chestnats ara clsewhere,  Dut'
France is the great matket for.ground
nuts, where they ave used fof ily-of which
they contain large quantitics. - - ‘Lhe insigt
nificant hazel-nut, €0 agrecable o “the.
palate, bat so difficult to gety, is cxported
' {rom Tarragonma to the cxtent of 25,000
or 50,000 bags, of four to the ton. A
‘kiud of chocolate is preparcd from them,
and they sometimes bave been made-into
bread. The pressed oil of hazel-nuts is
little inferior to that of almonds.

The original inventor of the Ayrshire
snuff-boxes was a cripple, hardly posscss-
ing the power of locomotion. They afe
made of wood, admirably jointéd, painted
and varnished, and were first manufactur-
cd only sixty ycars since. JImstead of
taking out a patent, the inventor entrust-
ed his sceret to a joiner in  he village,
who in 2 few years amassed a great for-
turee, while the other dicd, as he had liv-
cd, in the greatest poverty. Speaking of
snufl-boxes, snufl taking took its rise in
England ir 1702.
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arc rapidly and uninterraptedly succes- |
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’says that 200,000 pounds weight of wo.

men's hair is annually sold in France,
that the price paid for it is usually six
tents an ounce.

One hundred thousand roses, are re-
‘quired to give a yicld of 188 grains of
otter or oil of roscs.

Theve are, doubtless, in this compendi-
cus work, mauy curious, interesting, and
instructive facts, if one had the time te
search them out. And now, as we ave
closing, we noticc quite a nunmber of items,
such as, that a bale of Sea Island ceatton
weighs 353 ponnds and measures 35 cubie
feet, while a bale of East India cotion
weighs 883 pounds and only weasures 15
cubic feet—a fact of great impostance in
the question of transportation.—N. 1ok
Lrtbune.

DECISION AND DESTINY.

Indecision ruinwsouls vy miilion«,
Truth and conscicate and the Spirit plead
fur duty and right ; picasure, and riches
aud ambition tempt to sinandiuin. Thou-
sands &now the better path of happiness
and peace, but fullow the road that leads
to death.

Prescott, the eminent historian, relates.
that Pi'/.m‘ré‘,' the congueror of Peru, in
onc of his reverses, was cast upon the -
island of Gailo, with.a fow of his follow.
ers. When in o st®rving coadition, two
vessels avrived from Panama for his re-
lief, and to induce him to abandon Lis
object. Now came the test of his deeision
ef character, and the determination of his
carthly destiny. :

‘ Drawing his sword, Le traced a line
with it in the sand, from ecast to west.
‘Then turning towards the south, * Friendx
and comrades,” he said, ¢ on that side are
toil, hungery and nakedness, the drenching
storm, desolation, and death; on this
side, case and pleaswwe. ‘here lies PPeru,
with its richcs;; here, anama, and its
poverty. Choose, each man, what becomes
a brave Castilian. For my put I go 10
the south.” 8o saying, hostepped across
the line.  He was followed by cleven
others,” and Peru was conqueréd,

Could we encircle each impenitent rea-~
der with a line drawn Ly the swozd of the
Spirit, we would say, ** {iere are sclf-
denial and providential disciplineg, und
fenrfu) conflicts, and ceascless toils, amd
ultimate victory and reward ; here, are

! Under the head of hair, the Cyclopadia

‘preseat case, and fleeting joys, and empty

.



