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THE CANADA FARMER.

Cecropia Emperor Moth.

“A Constant Reader,” at bt Ont.,l
bhassent us two cocovns, aul o spe.anen of
the male Caurapia Emperor Motl, respocting
which he writes that L
coons from an apple tree about the mid-le of
May, and placing one in his desk with the
intention of sending it o us, thoughs no
more about it. Some ten days afterwards,
however, his wife was considerably aston-
ished to tind a large moth tuttering aboat in I
the desk, and conld not imanune how 13 pos- |
sibly gained access to such an unwonted s:t-
uation. At length the eocoon was remem-
bered, and on examinatt n found to he
empty—and thus the my-tery wae sobed,
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@A The Ceeropin Emperar Moth is the largest
inseet we have in Canada, its wings oftenex-
panding as much as seven inches, and it is
also one of the handsomest.  Its colours are
dusky brown, relicved with red and white

The cocoon is a curiously constructed pod-
shaped envelope of tough light brown silk,
fastened on it flat side to the stem of a
tree.  Asthe. .svaisa very general feeder,
this cocoon is frequently found on a large
number of different kinds of trees and shrubs

Were it to inerease to any great extent, it
would no doubt "have to be classed amongst
our noxious inscets, as the capacity for food
of so large a caterpillar is by no means tri-
flipg ; but it iy so comparatively rare, owing
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that Ly o a !-u‘.:-ulu
never have sent wo by i a live taota tose
m a lug boy, where it could tlutter and
smash 1ts wirss to its heart's omt nd, and
with two lor-c a0 ¢y vall atoat and aid
in the wotk of & tra Lion, The wmoth,
though alive when it 1echedl us, was ina

pitiable condition, a1 puciectly useless asa’

specimen. A {ew diaps of ether or cLilopo.

form would hav + Llcl & alosd instanta-
neously. and thet. 1t Laght have been packed
i & much smatler space, and with no roon
w which to knosck o be knocked about.
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The first of the annexed illustrations re-
presents this magniticent moth, with the co-
contt aboved.

Luna Emperor Moth.

A correspondent has sent a specimen of the
Luna Emperor Moth, or ‘“Quecen of the
Night," as it is sometimes termed, which he
caught ‘‘one dark night flying towards a
small bright fire which had been kindled for
amusement on a hill-top ™ The wings of
this beautiful creature are of a deli-ate light-
green colour, with a purple-brown margin
to the front of the fore-wings, a transparent

eye-like spot near the middle of each wing,
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prolonged into pecubar crescent-shaped tails,
an tach op more m length; the body is cov-

“erot wath snowewhite down, and the legs are

purpasi biowns the waings expand in front
o a breadth of about tive inches.  The cat-
erpillar of thiy wmoth feeds upon hickory,
walnit, beech, and according to Dr. Packavd
maple als 15 i forms a cocoon like thatof the
Puiy phemas Emperor Moth towards the end
of sttmer, in whaet it remains till the fol.
lowing June, when the perfect insect appears.
It s ot at !l a ¢ unmon insect, and as it
dies ondy by nighit, as very rarely seen by
any but entomologists.

A portrait of thist eautiful moth isgivenin
the seael illustrasion,

Polyphemus Emperor Moth

As this is the height of the scason inthe
insect world of rank and fashion, we have
been favoured with two more imperial visit-
ors. They have been forwarded on their
journey to us by our esteemed correspondent,
“¥F.,” of Fergus, Ont., and reached us in
safety, through the medium of Her Majesty’s
mail-bags. They belong to the highest rank
of entnmwlogical aristocracy, and are known
by the Homeric name of Polyphemus, be-
stowed upon them by Linnzus, the founder
of our present system of scientifie nomen-
clature As both sexes are represented,

they may be known as the Polyphemus Em-



