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bui it was not conspicuous. Ninety nine out of a hundred per-
sons niust be shown the Cross before they recognize it. Uts a
poor constellation beside our Dipper or Great Bear. Thei fact
that the ancieuts did flot recognize the Cross as a separate con-
stellation, but included it in Centaur, shows that it is not very
couspicuous. The people of the southcrn, hierisphere eian
boast, however, of having the star nearest the earth, the brighit
star in Centaur. To give an idea how near it is, let us imagine
it to be peopled and that the people can sec things coing on
on the earthi, thien they would niow bc seeing the last stages of
the B3oer war, soldiers mnoving about South Africa, for the lighit
takes over four years to travel froin the earth to Alpha Cen-
tauri. Two other phienoniena of the southern sky uiay be re-
ferred to, viz : the Coal Sacks and t\.-gellaiiic Clouds. The
first are dark spots in the heavens resemnbling sniall black
clouds, anid are due to, the absence (to the uaked eye> of stars.
Especially Qne of theru is well mnarked, but the casualk observer
ou a cîcar nighit, would flot have his attention arrested to infer
its truc uieaning, just as the Magellani c Clouds are iii reality a
oela\yo sas appearingya w fleecy, whte drifting terres-
trial clouds.

The two large islands, «\Titi Levu and Vanna Levu, of 'lic
Fiji group are quite muitainous, and have extinct volcanoes.
These mountains effect tic clinîatic conditions mnaterially.
The previfing winds being the South East T1rades, it follows
that the southeastern sides of the islands are wet, and the
opposite side couiparatively dry. The former is clotlied withi
woods and rauk vegetation while the latter is more of an open
and grass country. 'l'le mnost fertile island of the group is
T1avinnii, the richuness or fertility heing due to the vulcanic soil,
reiuding one of Hawaii.

It is aluîiost impJossible to make a l)otanical collection in
Fiji. In tic first place so uiany of tic speciniens are ofgigan-
tic sixe, andI iu the second place, even if preserved, they- would
be sure to turn inouldy. My experience 'vas that of others.

Along Uic roaidside (Suva) mnany red flowers are secn,
rcmninding one of our clover, for thc resemiblance is very strong.
Th'le plant that bears thiein is a thorny vine-thc sensitive
plant, whicl h iej touclhcd closes or folds its sniali Icaves.


