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Standard apd try to accomplish the
breeding of a bird as near as you can
to the description contained therein and
not keep the Standard in your office
drawetr, and then (like one I wot of)
when told ypu are breeding disqualified
birds run togyour Standard that has lain
in the drawer to see if you, or your in-
informant are in the right. If youhave
a Standard you ought to be thoroughly
conversant with the characteristics of
the breed you keep there is no excuse
for you. The ¢“Standard of Perfec-
tion” can be procured from this office.
Price one dollar. Every poultry man
should have it.

Selecting Layers.

OU will often see advice given as
to securing a good laying race of
fowls, some will tell you to ‘‘choose
the long bodied females” or “those

with extra large combs,” or with ‘‘red
eyes’ or some other feature, supposed to
indicate a good layer. But these are
not of any practical worth as a guide to
a hen’s laying qualities.

My advice would be to select from

personal observation, those hens for the |

“ mothers of the flock of your .wished tor
good layers as are themselves gxtra
ood in that desirable point. 'fhere
"1s a wonderful diflerence in the laying
qualities of strains, or even individual
birds, and every careful breeder takes
note of such, and by an intelligent sys-
tem of selecting and breeding secures a
good family of layers, whose trait in this
respect is stamped in the breeding of
the bird.

A good layer frem a good laying
mother is more cartain to have this in-
herit tendency to fill the egg basket and
as you breed again into the same family
the strain of layers becomes fixed in the
race. It will pay you to observe and
act upon this well grounded advice. It
is fo theory ; any ore of our readers
has it in his, or her power to perfect a
strain of hens that are good layers and
to fix those characteristics in tl)a'e breed
they handle, just as we can fix the sit-
ting ov non sitting proclivities of &

. breed by careful selection of the breed-
ers themselves,

So aow, too, you will see how non:
gensical it is to follow the old time ad-
vice of some to s4t the hens on the

t

of eggs even though a

smal] eggs, if you do so you raise the

layers to be layers of small eggs, and
as to large eggs not hatching’ so welll
that is another blown up theory and
one that we are glad to see “blown up”

too. -A good laying hen whose eggs are
fine in size as well, is worth more than

double as a breeder, no matter what
variety she is, to one that fails in size
v ood layer.
When you get. one, sucht as can be, re-
lied on as giving good sized eggs in.
plentiful supply you need not fear to
keep her for five years as a breeder, and
let her enjoy the honor of superannua-
tion at last ; she will well have earned
her annuity, and should you raise from
her a family of pullets thes¢ mated to
a male from a good laying mother, you
are ahead again in establishing the lay-
ing qualities of your flock. Such trouble
for afew seasons will amply repay any
poultry man especially those who are
essentially seeking for eggs for market,

~

In handling fowls remember the ad-
vice of Josh Billings *‘Don’t hurry
things mi sweet friend, the best time to
set a hea iz wen the hen iz reddy.”
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The Rev. W. H, Barnes has returned
from Baltimore, where he had gone for
the benefit of his health. The Rev,
gentleman is greatly improvedin health,
but his recent severe illness has caused
the silvery hairs to appear.

PRESSRVING EGGQGS.

ILL you kindly through the columns of
% the PourTRy WEEKLY, give me a
! good recipe for preserving eggs. Also

do you think the month of Ma:yl too

early to pack for winter nse. :

The two following methods are re-
liable. ‘But the place the vessels are
kept in is very important, it must be
dry and cool with no bad odor. And
the eggs mnst be fresh, that is of primary
tmportance. A high rate of interest
can be obtained by the pickling or pre-
serving of eggs, and it isa fine paying
business when all the conditions are
mastered there is but little risk, but one
should begin slow and gain experience.
May is not at all too early, I have often
put them down in April ; if theeggs are



