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you so much enjoyment jn hearing a 'along the snow. Every revolution iv
germon on any of the grand doctrines  makses increases its bulk and surface;
of the cross; inasmuch as you can  and, therefore, every successive revolu-
hear it with intellizgence. The ideas, | tion takes up nsw matter proportionate
the associations and sympathies of  to its bulk and surface. In like man-
vour own mind cast upon i. a light, ner, knowledge already in the mind is
impart to it an interest, and render it  attractive to itself of knowledge with-
subservient to your up-bnilding in ho- out the mind. Sentiment is accretive
liness. Again, your mind acquires, of sentiment, thought of thought, and
from the frequent and reflective peru- so on to a vast store in the mind of
sal of God’s word, a power of perceiv- , knowledge upon knowledge in divine
ing of grasping, and of digesting things. But, in the case of ignorance
whatever is placed before it by the,the result is of a very different kind.
preacher in the economy of grace. Ignorance is intrinsically incapable of
Besides, there ensues from the same  understanding the truth in its various
canse an affinity between the mind of phases and in all its fulness. The
the hearer, and that of the preacher, earth stretches out in varied scenes of
which enables the one to profit much intecest and beauty; the heavens form
by the other. But, diametrically op- an expanse of vastness and grandeur ;
posite is the case, where there is little | but a man down in & deep narrow pit
or no acquaintance with the Scriptures. , can s¢e nothing at all on the surface of
In that case there islittle or no ground  the earth, and nothing but a speck of
for the preacher to work upon for the the heavens; in like manner the glo-
spiritual good of the hieare:; and there  rious gospel of our blessed God stands
are fower facilities to aid the preacher ‘out- to view clear as written with sun-
in his efforts to impart a knowledge of | heams, and rich in its grand provisions
God’s word to the hearer. Can the for the redemption of man ;; but the
man who is so much engrossed with  eye of ignorance is blind to it, or sees
the thing: on earth that he seldom or lbut little of it. Walled up in iguo-
ever reads the word of God from tle rance, no man can derive much in-
one week to the other, and seldomer , struction or, pleasure from the pulpit,
rveflects upon it, derive much spiritual / whatever may be the talenis and at-
good from the ministrations of the, fainments of the occupant.
pulpit? This is very unlikely, whether | Let us next view it in regard to the
we view it from the callousness of his preacher. It has been said that a
mind, that makes him so indifferent | praying people make & preaching min-
about divine things, or from the ignor- ister—a maxim which admits of no
ance that shrouds his mind in dark- ' doubt, but it is a new and quite as
ness in regard fo them. Without, frne a maxim that an educated people
previous education in divine things,'make a strong and progressive min-
presching has, comparatively, little istry. The pew and the pulpit act and
power. . react upon each other with great men-
Let us first view this in fegard to|tal force-—mind in the pew is sure to
the hearer. Theé intelligent hearer can, bring out mind in the pulpit. The
proportionate to his intelligence, ap- eye of the hearer, beaming with intel-
propriate to himself the truth in itgl,lige;nce, enkindles the soul of the
various aspects and all its fullness.  preacherwith ppthos of sentiment ; the
Knowledge is receptive of fruth upon eagerness of, the hearer fo catch the
truth in a constantly increacing ratio., words ag they fall from the lips of the
A snowball increases from o very small sp,ea}ie); makes the preacher, speak the
size to & very large one by rolling it{truth with glowing esrnestness, or
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