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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

JUNE. ,
June is the pearl of our New England year.
Still a surprisal, though expected long,

Hor coming startles. Long shelics in wait,
Makes many a feint, peeps forth, draws coyly
back, ' : .

Then, from somo southern ambush in the sky,.

With onc greab gush of blossoms storms the
world.

A week ago the sparrow was divine,

The blue-bird; shifting his light load of song

From post to post along the cheerless fence,

Was as o rhymerere the poet came ;

Pipo blown through by the warm breath of the
west, - - ’

Shopherding his soft droves of fleecy cloud,

Gladness of woods, skies, waters, all in one,

The bobolink has come, and, like the soul

Of the sweot scason vocal in a bird,

Gurgles in cestacy we know not what

Save Junc! Dear Junc! Now Gord be praised

for June!
JaMes RUSSELL LOWELL.

-
MELINDA RANKIN,

At the close of the year there died in
the State of Ilinois a woman, well stricken
in yecars, whose life history is worth recall-
ing. She wus the first wissionary in
Mexico, and her name, Melinda Rankin,
will be, to those who knew any thing of
her work, intimately associated with the
introduction of the Bible into that Repub-
lic. A young new Iingland girl, she gave
herself carly to Christ, and her consceration
was complete. She drifted away to the
South-west as o teacher, and found friends
‘and pleasant surroundings, but-they did
not satisfy her. The; outbreaking of the
Mexican war .concontrated attention on
that people, and while others were think-
ing of conguests and spoils, she was think-
ing of the foes to ourarmies as subjects for
Ohristinn evangelization, She prissed into
Texas, continning thesupport of herself by
teaching. The writer of these lines was a
witness of the immense immigration then
pouring into Texas.. But he did not
‘drean that in the multitudes there was
one soul intent on highor things than the
thought of gain. Miss Rankin in the end
found lherself at Brownsville, on the Rio
Grande. The opposite bank was within
the limits of Moxien. She immediately
startod a school;: and almost ag soon began
the distribution of the Scriptures. Many
of the Bibles found their way across the
river, and the first mission to Moxico was
at work. Great discouragements befell
her in her chusen work. But she -had.
great encouragements also:  Once she met,
Daniel Baker, the noted evangelist, and he
bade her go on, with his benediction, To
secure a building for her school and Bibles
to send to Mexico, she returned to the
United States.  In some way she was led
to the rooms of tho Preshyterian Board of
Education, and told her story to Drs, Van
Renssulaor and Chester. They questioned
her closely, almost severely she thought.
But in the end they asked her, ** How
mueh do you want of us.” She modestly
answered, “Two or three hundred dol-
lars.” Up rose Dr. Chester, noble man,
and replied, *“You shall not leave Phila-.
delphia with less than five hundred,” The
money was raised. She went back to
Toexas, crected her school building, and
put the Bible in wany hands. Tn a few
years a revolution triumphed in Mexico,
which brought Juarez and his party into
power, and opened Mexico to the Bible
and the missionary, Her long sought for
opportunity had come. She went into
Mexico, sclected Monterey as the ¢ Pro-
testant Hendquarters,”and established her-
solf in her work.,  Friends caume to her aid
and Bibles were sent in quantities, and
Mexican helpers were sent out into the
regions round about. We eannot rehearse
the whole story. Suflice it to say that in
the year 1873, tweunty-one years after she
first reached the Rio Grande, she went to
Boston, and surrendered her mission with
its property and other interests to the
American Board, and retired from active
labor,—Presbyterian Obsercver.

—_——————

A WISE WORD FROM MONGOLIA.

Some time ago a Mongol siid to me,
Tt is better to be in the mouth of a mad
clephant than in bad company.” ¢ Why 9*
said I. ¢ Because,” said he, “a mad cle-
phant ean only hurt the body and kill this
life'; but bad company hurts the soul, and
makes it suffer in the life to come "—Rev,

J. Gilmour.

But now, Orapture! sunshine winged and volced, |

THE OFFICEFLOODED WITH THEM
FROM ALL- OVER CANADA.-

THE JUDGES' REPORT FROM NEWFOUNDLAND,

SHOWING BY TIESE PROVINCES8—MANY GOOD
STORIES AND FEW BAD ONES—AN EXIAUS-
TIVE REPORT, ’ P
Onc thousand onc hundred and nincty-three
storieg have been received in the Dbminion com-
petition. Tho results have been more than satis-
factory. In tho first place, every Province is
represented.  In the second, a very casnal obser-
vation shows that there are many really good
stories amongst them. Uf the storics

Newfoundland sends.......oeceevvennnen e 12
Pringe Edward Island sends. ......coveee 72
‘New Brunswick b . 121
Nova Scotia 4

Quebee ¢
Ontario : “
Manitoba, &e, *
British Columbia .

The ratio between the number of contributors
and the English-speaking population of the
Canadian provinees, according to the consus of
1881, is-as follows :

In Prince Edward Island, onc coniri-

butor for.............. TN 2
* New Brunswick, “ t 2,020
* Nova Scolia, i “ M |
* Quebce, - . ¢ |
* Ontario, o o 2,50
*# Manitoba, # ¢ 1,987
** - British Columbia, bt “ 841

It this ratio proves nothing else it proves how
widespread the civculation of the Fitness and
DMessengeris,

What ars the stories about? About pretty
nearly cverything--hunting adventures, adven-
tures on the rivers and lakes, lumbering adven-
tures, love stories, adventures in the early wars,
clearing the forest and making farms; in fact
nearly everything in the history and progress-of
this country that one can think of. The ** Boys’
and Girls’ Stories” Column in tho Wilness will
be wn ingeresting one this year,

MR. DAWSON'S REPORT. .

The_ first judges’ report on - the Dominion
Prize_Competition has been reccived, 1t is
from Mr, S. E. Dawsen, of Montrcal, onc of {th»
best literary critics in America, whose opinion is
of great value. "It is gratifying, therefore; that
ho expresscs so_ high an opinion of the storics
submitted to him. Tho names of the winners
will not be pnblished until all the reports have
been received. .

REPORT ON STORIES SUBMITTED.

papers, ..
NORTIH-WEST TERRITORY.

Two papers ‘arce presentod. Both are deserip-
tive accounts of Assiniboin. - Neither aro stories.
Neither ave remarkable in any way. Being the
work of children fhey are probably more truth.
ful than most accounts we get of that country,
although the stock ghmscs of older pcople con-
tinunlly are repeated in themn, Tho better one is
_marked A, It might be used in your Impcr. if
rovised, simply as information as to how the
country appears to a child,

BRITISH COLUMBIA,

Theaa are very good as a rule. Arranged by
counltics, 1 havethe following remarks to make:—

LirrooEr—Thereare two papers—both childish
descriptions of the localily, cvidently by very
yvouny people. The writing and composition do
the teacher credit, Thereis nothing unusual in
either paper.

Carisoo—Your papers—nall interesting.realistic
pictures of life in that wild country, and I Lthink
should be put nside for revision and publishing.
The handwriting is very good. The paper
marked A (No. 5) is o capital story. B (No. 0)is
good. CiNo. Yand DD (No. 8) arc good alsn. All
four are highly characteristic, and contain some
quaint phrases and touches of humor.

YaLE—One story—and a capitnl one, Very
g\hm‘nctcristic and is worth printing, marked A
No. 9. .

VANCOUVER--Iive stories—The one marked A
No. 10 is o good story. I3 No, 11 isahunting story
—interesting. - These two might be worth print-
ing. C No, 12, D. No. 13, Ji No. 1{ are not of suf-
ficicnt merit to notice.

Niew  WESTMINSTER~— Six  stories—Five of
which arc good, A No. 15 is a capital story. B
No. 16 i3 good, andso isCNo. 17. D No. 18isfair,
These might all bo printed. ¥ No. 19 is a good
murder story, disagrceable, I No. 20 isby a very
little child. .

The choice for British Columbia is between A
No_5, A. No. 9 and A No. 15, All three are good
and of almost cqual merit in evely respeet.
They are strongly characteristic of the country
and have a dash of Western humor about them
which is very interesting., Irate them thus.:—

1st—Yale, A 9. :
2nd--New Westminster, A 15,
3rd—Cariboo, A 5.

MANITOBA.

WiNNIPEG—Ono story—A No. 16—An account
of a trip from Winnipeg to Princo Albert,.

Senkirk—Three storics—A No. 17 isashort in-
cident of a deed of heroism worth preserving as
an incident. B No. IS is an account of experi-
ences. C No. 19 is o simple young child’s compo-
sition, B *

Lisaan—One story—It is told with a good at-
tempt at dramatic style and is a good story,
worllh roproducing after rovision—marked A
No. 20. - .

DurrErRIN—Two stories—Very realistic—Chil-
dren's accounts of actual family oxperiences in
homesteading. They are_worth any amount of
emigration literaturc: A No. 21 is {he better of
the two, They ought to be pub aside.

MiNNEDOSA—One story—A good attempt at

BOYS'AND GIRLS' STORIES

MANITOBA "AND THYE N,W.T. AND BRITISI
COLUMBIA—A ' REMARKABLY SATISFACTORY,

My marks are in green chalk on the'back of the:

literary invention for o boy and well told. $he
ice and the prairic fire do not match, but the
writer will do better with more experience—
marked A No, 22, . .

PRrROVENCHER—Onostory,interesting and nicely
told. . An adventuro of « little girl which should
be preserved. Marked A No. 23, R

MancnesTER—One story—A. good ' one, ' very
well told. * 1t is characteristic of the country and
valuablo as giving the dark sido of Manitoba life.
It should be printed. A No, 24, :

NonroLk—One story—aA littlc boY's, of enrly
emigration cxporicnces. Simply told. He asks
for a card on_distribution day. Please send him
one. Marked A No, 25.

Porra¢rs La PRAIRIE—One story—It is o, de-
seriptive account of Manitoba, not a narrative.
A good emigration paper but without tho lines
of this competition, Marked A No. 26,

BraxpoN—Two stories—A No, 27 is o cupital
narrative of & boy's life, simply told and giving
a very real picture of the country. It has not
much style but & great deal of truth. It should
be preserved. B No. 28 is more ambitious as to
style, but not so interesting., | :

DrxNis.—Threo storics—A. No. 29 is a capital
story of n rcal North-West blizzard, and very
well told, It should be printed. B No. 30 is'a
very good story, told with much humor, of a
skunk oxperience. It would be a pity to let it
drop. C No. 31 secms to_be a_bit of family
history, written by o little girl under a keen sense
of injustice felt carly in life, -

Rock Laxkg.-~Five stories—A No, 32 isa capital
story of the life of o pioncer, and very well tald.
It is most graphically deseriptive of the country.
B No. 33 is also very good, and should be printed.
It is a simple child's account of a characteristic
incident in prairie life, C No. 3fisa very good
account; by a littlegirl of the hardships and oven-
tual success of tho carly scttlers. It should be

reserved. D No, 3518 by a boy with asense of

umor. E No..36 is by a boy whose faculty of
literary perspective has been impaired by too
mueh temperance literature.

NoRrroLk A¥Dp. LoRNE—Ono story—A No. 37, a
good story of & great prairic fire, It should be
preserved.

TuRTLE MOUNTAIN—Four storics, A No. 38 is
a capital story of pionecring, and. well told by a
precocious little givl wirh a discursive mind and
formed opinions unon temperance and Canadian
Pacific matters. She writes very well, and if she
suceeeds in her ambition to be a school teasher
she will be at the lop of her profession if hor
headth is good. The paper should be printed.
B No. 39 i3 very good—there is some dterary
style about it which should bo revised out, and
the paper would be o capital one to print. Itis
full of information. C No. 40 is not so good, 1)’
No. 41.is the simplest cffort of o very little
child, -

The choice for Manitoba and the North-West,
for I am taking into account the two papers
from Assiniboin, lies among Nos, A 20, A 21, A 2),
A 32, A 33, all of which are good. Irank them as
follows:

A No. 20.—An interesting and charactristic
story. -

A)No. 33—Style more finished but not so inter-.
estinge ... | L . -

A No 2i—An interosting story, not so charac-
teristic. ) JeTETT e s B

A No. 38—A capital picture of pioncer experi-

ence, R
A No. 20—-A good incident told with an attempt |

at style. X
These papers arc all good. Iam sorry to have
to rankthe first four.

NEWFOUNDLAND.

The young people of this country arc abt a dis-
advantago compared with those who live in tlie
west. The stirring incidents of ‘life ave neces-
sarily maritime, in which they can have no part
as actors or even as spectators. The island is
settled only at places along the coust, and com-
munication is only by sea. These young people
must draw upon subjeets which have begn
treated in newspapers and books, There is no
actual experience to draw upon. They have not
themselves come in contact with strange or un-
usual events of life. This must be considered in
reading these papers, It is not their fault, 1
think also that most ot the young pcople have not,
apprehended clearly the conditions of the com-
petition. . .

CoxcerTIoN Bav—Three papers. A No. 42 is
original. It isa description of Harbor Grace by
P cﬁild who lives there and, considering the age
(13 years) of the.writer, is nicely done. It cer-
tainly_contains interesting information. B No.
13 and C No. 41 are descriptions of the whole
island, taken probably from memorics of the les-
son books in use.

St. Joux's—The wrapper says nine stories, but.
it contained only eight, Adele's paper wasiin
two picces and had evidentl cen  counted
twice. A No. 43 isan exceedingly good story and
prettily told. Itis drawn apparently from the
imagination of the writer, but it has local color.
The sceno is ab Placentia during the I'rench oc-
cupation of Newfoundland. B Na. 46 is a nar-
rative of the terrible tragedy of the wreck of {he
*Qucen of Swansea,” very fuirly done,necessarily
out of the writer’s experience, and based on news.

aper nccounts. C No, 47 is on the same subject.
P) No. 48 is an account of the great fire at St.
John's to which tho same objectioh applics. 16
No, 49 is another account of the fire, - I’ No. 50is
an account of the rescue of & part of the crew of
the * Polaris’~the same objection applies. G
No. 51is anoriginal story and as such must be
compared with A, No, 45, It is much inferior,
but the young writer has a sense for litorature

and will do better the next timo when "her style |..,

will.becomo less florid. I No. 52 is extracted
no doubt unconsciously from the lesson book.
1 have no hesitation in awarding the first prize
to A No. 45, ) SamurL E. DAWSON.
Montreal, April 20, 1889,

DR. HARPER'S REPORT.
Dr, Harper's report on the Quebcee storics hns

just been received and is also very satisfactory. 1

' ADDRESS.

Address all letters to tho Northern Mes-
senger, care of John Dougall & Son, 321

WHAT DO YOU WANT?

What do you-want that your Messenger
does not bring you? Write, won't you,"
and let us know. We don’t ‘want only
words of praise, though, naturally, we want
asmany as we deserve. When you next
write, give us also any hint or suggestion
that occurs to- you, which, if carried out,
would, in your opinion, be for the benefit
of the readers. We may not be able at
once to act upon ‘them all, but they shall
receive caréful consideration. Below arc
two or three from those we have received
lakoly, all that our snace in this number per-
mits us to publish.

THE CIILDREN'S EVIDENCE,

Tothe Editorof the Messenger.—DEAR SIR.—In
the Messenger of o few weeks. ago u letter ap-
peared from a subseriber asking you to discon-
tinue the paper ag the matter, was not suited to-
the children, and in the same issuc wasan articlo
headed, ** A man is known by his books.” Now
from expericnce we find the Messenger most
cagerly sought after by the children of our Sab-
bath school, as is evidenced by the fact that it is
only alittle over o year since we began taking
your paper when fifty copies supplied us, butin a
short time we had to take soventy-five, then one
hundred, and now we find onc hundred and fifty
are rc((]luxroe. Wethinkyou should have anarticly

Sh A

heade hild is known by his Sabbath school
paper. SECRETARY SABBATIL SCHOOL.
Campbellford, Ont., May 1, 1559,

GO'ON IN YOUR OWN WAY.

GENTLEMEN,—With the utmost cordiality as
well as with sincere thankfulness, T give you my
opinion of thie Messenger, which is this: Thatcon-
sidering the price, quantity of literary matter and
illustrations, its high moral tone, its scientific
articles exadaimng the applications of modern
seience to the.greatest enginoering works of tho
nincteenth century, it is second to none cither in
this continent or in Europe. Go on in your own

way. Ikcan't be bettered. AvrexaNprr Tow.

RMaguire, Ont., March, 1582, . .

. A-NIECESSITY. .
"Your litlle paper has become a necessity to me,
and I always try to get new names_to send with

my own renewal, Mrs. M. V. BROOKS.

Pliladelphic, :

FROM A YOUNG WORKER.

DEAR Sir,—I have taken tho Northern Messen-
ger this last two years and I think it is the best
paper going. I went around last year and got a
few subscribers and you were very kind to send
mo * Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” This ycar, I got four
new subseribers and one renewal, and you sent
me the silver spoon and butter knife. I showed
them to every one who came in, and they snid
thizy were tho nicest pairthey had ever scen, So
they are. Isend my bestwishes to yon, and will
try and do more for you next year if I live.
PR WILLIE WINEGARDEN.

i Mdrch 1880, . :

TAKE THE CHILDREN.

GRNTLEMEN,—Your postal card of 21st roceived,
glad you got tho $2.30, and am pleased to know
you have sent the Alessenger to . Ididnot

ct him know I have done this. ¥ would gladly
have the TFifness sent him, but I know he has
little time to read it. Take the children instead
of the fathers and make them kings and priests
unto God. I was delighted with the accountand
picture of the Honey Ant. I showed it to the
Sunday-scheol and found none knew of it ; also
the articleo on how the icebergs are formed, and

what a glacier is. T think such articles should bo
repeated. Davib Muir,
Chisago. R

—_———
NEW CLUB RATES.
The following are the Ngw Crue Rares
for the MessexGeR, which are considerably
reduced :

Teopy.eeeeeveniennnnn. ..503
10 copics to one address. .. .. 225
20 ¢ ¢ o 4 40
50 « ¢ S 10 50

100 ¢ “ ‘o 20 00

Samplo package supplied frec on appliea-

tion Jonx DoveaLt & Soy,
' Publishers, Montreal.
—eee—met

MoxNTrEALDAILY W 5, §5.00 ayear,
post-paid.  MoNTrREAL WEERLY WIrNess,
$1.00 a year, post-paid.  Joux DotvcaLn
& Sox, Publishers, Montreal, Que.

The Nervous = {MA5Egh L=
4 B4 s+ 4rein ong o 108
The Debilitated: ciases;  thoroturo,
The Aged:  : cuthstomss °
€ ge . Palne's Celery
ceressssnensitanessareeeened T Compounda
-Tins wondorful medicino r the nervous eystom,
and also regulates tho bowels, blood and kidneys. Thou-
g2nds of nervous, debilitated and aged people have

gained strength and health by using this great nervo
tonic, At all druggists, S1.00. Secnd for freo book.

= Imperial Pen and Pen

cil Stamp.
R A B R R ST
ZJ Your nameo on this uscful article for
marking linen, books, cards, cte., 25¢.
{7 Agents sample, 20c.  Club of six, $1.00.
(/' EaGLE STaMP Wonks, New Iaven, Conn.
BELIARLE PRINTED DIRECTIUNS for Piescrving
Eggs vver18 months Hie »E. HORLLY, Vienna, Out

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
lished cvery fortnight at Nos, 321 and 323 St. James

and 323 St. James street, Montreal, Que.

st., Montreul, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal,
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