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THE ONTARIO TEACHER.
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that from the nature of the case, as we are
conscious of mental grow!h through the
dciion of the mind, these mental Casper
Hausers must in a great degree remain in
1énomnce of their deficiencies. The power
by which they might recoguize and possibly
réform their ill-advised trcatment is the
power that has become aweakness. Thus,
just in the degree that they are made depen-
dent on other minds, do they come to re-
gard their dependency as natural.
Seli-education alone answers the true idea
of education. In just the degree that
the téacher prepares the way by removing
the difficulties and bridging the hard places,
in just that degree does he interfere with
the growth that can come only through
active and habitual use of the faculties.

{nowledge acquired without the mental
Tdbor necessary for assimilation is a burden
which the mind throws off at the earliest
opportumty, and from this arise the disgust
and hatred with which youth often reggrd
school. It comes from the necessxty of
continually doing things which give rise to
ng pleasurable émotions. Thereis no de-
’h‘rht sirpassing that of the discovery of a
truth unaided. What if the truth has been
Lnown for centuries? To the pupil it is
new, and he feels all the discoverer’s enthu-
siasm. Strengthen the impulse now given
‘for self-help, and you aid the most impor-
tant educational force. New worlds are
continually opening about him, richer than
those discovered by the Spaniard, and gath-
efing In their treasures he is the ideal
student.

This longing for truth is a part of our be-
ing, stifled, dwarfed, ignored oftén, till it
‘turns itself to base and petty things,and for-
gets the noble purpose for which it was
created.

This habit of selfhelp must be formed.
in infancy, and opportunity for its exercise
should never thereafter be removed. A
talking teacher may do to a self-helping
youth an irreparable injury, by smoothing
the way before him till, like the Carthagm-
1ans at Capua, he is enervated by easy liv-
ing and unfitted for real labor. This is
the only preparation that can be made for
‘original investigation in mature life.
Thoughtful boys and girls must precede
thinking men and women. The ability to
depend on one’s self cannot be easily gain-
ed—if, indeed, it can be gained at all—in
wature life.  Dickens’ tale of Skitzland is
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‘no fable.

Many of our pupils will waken
men and women in stature, but wanting the
powers they have never learned to use;
able to perceive and remember, to-do tasks,
assigned, and to go for help to a superior
when a difficulty is met, but robbed of the
powers God meant them to possess, which
would have made them helpers instead of
helped leaders 1ather than followers, alde
to drink from the fountam-head, instead of
taking the cup as it passes from hand to
hand.

'Io sum up briefly. The order of presen-
tation of subjects should conform to-the or-
der in" which the mental faculties grow
strong for use,giving first lessons that direct
the attention of the child to external objécts
and natural impressions, and lead him to
aobserve with accuracy and quxckness 5 §e
cond, Jessons that give opuortunity for.the
exercise of that combining or 1magu;xahve
faculty which shortly evinces itself ; and
lastly, lessons that shall strengthgn the
faculty of reason and the power of ]udg~

.ment; and undernea;h all this, or rather in-

terpenetratmg it, such discipline as shall
make the child subservient to himself,
entirely self-controlling.

There is another phase of. this sub-
ject that has been to a great extent over-
looked. Tracing the causes of failure in the

‘feeble minds about us, vacillation and fickle-

ness are continually suggested. An mdxs
pensable element of success1s a determin-
ed purpose. Even mediocre men, should
they apply themselves willfully to one thmg,

.wttha plirpose to make of themselves all

soon cease to be medlocre Indeed I be
lieve there is no one ‘\ho has recexved 0
poor an outhit from nature as to .be unable

tolive.a successful life, if he be modest n

his ambitions and unyielding in his will.
But nothmg worthy can be achieved except
by patientand continued application. Ap-
plication is possxble only with.the power,to

hold the attention fixed, t’mou«h consecy:

tiye hours, days, years; and t}ns can be ob-

tained only through-a will dlsc1p1med and
habituated to control every impulse and de-
sire.

Itis customary to dlsregard this phase-of
training, both in the school and family, The
expression “breaking the will” indicates
almost the only effort put forth in this dir-
ection,—an endeavor better left unattempt-
ed, since, whether successful or otherwise,



