
x8o TE 'ONTARIO 2'EACHER.

that froni the nature of theý case, as we are
conselous of mental grou.',i through the
action of the mind, ilhese nientàl Casper
ïiHausers mnust in a great degree reniain in
'Jnorance of their deficiencies. The power
by whlich they mnighit recoguize and possibly
ièforni tbeïr itI-advised treatment is the
power that has becorne a weakness. Thus,
just in the degree that they are made depen-
dent on other minds, do they corne to re-
.gird thieir dependency as natural.

Seif-education alone answers the truc idea
of education. In just the degree th *at
thie téacher preparcs tho way by removing
the difficulties and bridging the bard- paesf
îl'just that: degree does lie iriterfere 'with
the grôi*th that can corne only through
active and habituai use of the faculties.
ký-nomledge acquired without the mental
litbor necessary for assimilation is a burden
,Which thie mind thiows off at the earliest
op;portunitjr, and from this arise the disgust
aànd batred with which youth often regprd
school. It cornes from, the neciessity of
continually doing things which give irise to
nô pleasurable émotions. T1here Îs noede-
1ikýht surÉPP's'Sing that df the discovery of a
truth unaided. What if thé truth has been
1-own for centuries ? To the pupil *it is
neàéW, and hie f cels alI the discoverer's enthu-
s .iasm. Strengthen the impulse now given
'Éjr ýself-hielp, and you aid the most impor-
ta.nt educational force. New worIdÉ are
continually opening about him, richer than
îthôse discovered by the Spaniard, and gath-
eting in their treasures lie is the idéal
student.

This longing for truth is a part of our be-
ing, stifled, dwarfed, ignored often, titi it
.tiirns itself to base and petty things,and for-
gets the noble purpose for which it ivas
created.

Titis habit of self-help, must be formed
in infancy, and opportunity for its exercise
shouid neyer thiereafrer !b-1 removed. A
talking teacher nîay do to a self-ielping
y(outh an irreparable injury, by smnoothing
theé way before bm till, like the Carthagini-
lans ai Capua, hie is enervated Icy easy liv-
1 Il and unfitted for real labor. This is
.i~ onl1y preparation that can bic made for
original investigation in mature' life.
Thoughtful boys and girls must'precede
thinking mien and ivonen. The ability te
depend on one's self cannot be easily.gain-
ed-if, indeed, it eau be gained at: alI--in
umature lufe. Dickens' tale of Skitzland is

,,no fàbýc. Many of our pupils will waken
men and womeçn in stature, but wanting. the
,ppweXs tiîey. have neyer learned te use-;
ablé te perceive and remember, to -do taslsA
ass!gned, and to go for help to a supertor
when a difflculty is met, but robbed of the
powers God meant them te poss*ess, which
would have made them heipers *instead of
hçlýed, leaders xiather than followers, al'e
Leo drink from the fountain-head, instead of
takiiÉ*tbe cup as it passes from, band te

To surn Up briefly. The orde.r of presen-
tafiýn of subject ' should conform, to-the or-
der 'in' which the thental« faculties *grow
strong for use,giving first lessons that direct
the attention of the child to external objéets
and »aatural impressions, g4id le.ad h -ir td
o.bsgrne 3vith.aççuvacy and qgicýnepss; qe-
cqnd, Jessozis îbg y pv~uiyfrh
.exercise of that corzpng r~ .jmng1y

facult wh sb Ïhotly eyincçs itself; gpd
lastly, lessons ýhat shqah st engthçp t.he
fac:ulty of reason and the pplyer Qf ju.gt

me~~1t; ~ ;adunenath afll.his, or rather-Mn-
terp.enetrating it. szich discipline as *s.hl1
inake the çhild subserviçnt to -Minipjf,
.entire1y self-c9ntrglling.

There is anýother phase of, this su>~b
ject that bas been to a great extent oyer-
looke4. Tracing the causes of failure in the
feeble minds.about us, vacillation and .fickle-
ness are conùnýually suggested. An htdis-
pe''nsable elrnn Q«é m« f success is a detemiltu-
çd .purpose. Even médiocre men, shçiuld
theya.ý1ytiJmseves 'wi1Wuliy to one ti

ài-h prpose to make ofthemÉselVes "àl
ihat can b.e m-ade in one direction, wougld
soonp cýease to be mediocre. Indeed, Ib-
lieve there is no one who has received so
poopr an èwiift froni nature as to- be u.nable
bo i à ,successful life, if.he be modest in

hi ambi .tions a:nd unyielding inà his iI
But nôthing worthy can be achieved except
by p4tieDt and, continued application. Ap-
.plic atqnÉ is possible only W4th.the powe.r, te
hold thËe attention fixed, t1hroug-h co eu.-
.tiye hôirs, days, years; adthis can be ob-
tained only throu'gh-a will disciplined ai2d
habituated te control every imipulse and de-
sire.

ki is customary te disregard this phaseof
training, both in the school and family. The
expr *ession "1breaking the will" indicates
almost the only effort put fQzth in this 4fr-
ection,-an endeavor better lefi unattemý't-
ed, since, whether successfùl or other>wise,
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