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Bro. Droumonn, in his stptistics
fsr 16884, gives the total memboership
. in Masonio lodges of this country, in«
cluding Centda, as 587,521, showing
&n inereaso of 7,495 over the number
xoported last year. Nearly thirly
thoneand oandidates wero raised to
the third degree during the twelve
months covered by the report. In
soveral jurisdictions & large amount
of work has bson done.

Tae Square appears to have bsen
one of the earliest geometrioal figures,
which was epplied to any practicable
purpose. And hence i becamo of
groet importance with the first Ma-
sons, which it still retains in our lod-
ges, and is an emblem of morality and
justice. Asitisthe duty of the Master
of the Liodge, to preserve among its
members a striet attention to moral
deportment, and to mark and instant-
Iy correct tho slightest deviation from
the vules of propriety and good con.
duct, the Square is appropriately con-
ferred upon him as the- distinotive
Jewel of his offica. TheSquare teaches
ws to regulate our opnduet by the

Pprinciples of morality and virine,

Formeruy it was laid down as a
fundamental rale that ¢no man ean be
made & Mason under the age, of
twenty-five years, oxcept by dispen-
eation.” This stringent law was sub-
ezquently thought worthy of limita-
tion, and the condition notwris that no
man shall be made o Mason in any
lodge under the -age of twenty-one
years, except by dispensation, which
may be legally granted fo o Liewis, or
the son of & Mason, *“Freemasons
ghould be freeborn, of meature age,
gound judgment, and strict morality.
F'recborn, that the vicious. habits of
slavery might nob contaminate the
pure principles of freedom on which
Yasonry is founded,” &o. DBrothers
Tucker and Orweefix differed. The
former says, ‘I cannot bubregret that
ths words ‘free by birth’ should have
been altered. This, in my opinion,
did form a Lendmerk of Masonry, and

gush g onéas no man who hao ever
givon hisagzent to tho anciout charges
ought to havo lont hio hand to alior.
Buot tho ediot has gono forth; and
honceforth those beautiful leoturss
which were founded on this part of
our ceremonies mus$ beflaid acide fore
over and forgotten.” To this the late
ter replies with egual pertinacity:
«With the idea that freddom by birih
did form s Londmark, we diffor. I
not only never did, buk mever will.
Landmarks of Masonry are unchanges
able.”” 8o uncertain is the exercise
of privats judgment.
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Tun Mastor of a Masonie lodge is
obligated to ack feirly and dicchargs
his full &aliy, but he cannot be.ealled
to ascount'by the brethren who have
placed him st their.head. If he errs
in exeroising the authority with which
he 1is invested, it is not within thp
provines of the lodge fo override his
deoisions. No appeal to the lodge
from the pronounced judgment of its
Master can be taken. While he con-
tinues o exercise the right of presid.
ing, his decisions must be respected,
and he must be deferred to acsording
$o what are the rights and preroga.
tives of the .office he holds. Ons
special element in the Masonis sys-

tam is this investiture of the Master

of & lodge with extencive powera.
The wielding of such large authcrity
mey ocoasionally work badly, but on.
the whole i3 conducive, we bslieve, to
the best interests of the eraft. OF
course, in case of any fingrant abuse
of authority by the Master of a lodge,
the interposition of the Gtrand Mastor
may ba sought.

Tmrry Masters of Lodges and thres-
hundréd Brethern greoted Grand
Master Brodie, of New York, on his
retent Grand Visitation to Commmon-
wealth lodge, No, 409, Brocklyn, H.
Y. Fraternal addresses wers deliver-
ed by Grand Master Brodie, Past
Grand Mastors Couch and Bvans, and
Bro. Rob. Moaorris, P.G.M. of Ken-
tucky. ‘ '



