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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDRENTS,

W. F. M. asks, ** I8 thore n regular progression in prime num-
bers.” We beliove not, as it can be shown that no genoral
algobraical furmula can represent primoe numbers only

H. M. B. wishos us to pomt out thoe fallacy in the folluwing pro-
posed solution of No. 4, Ferst Class Arithmotic, July, 1881  See
Nov. No., '81, also Dec. No,

2% of 8180=833,

s disct. off 890 for 101 dys. + disct. of $80 for 40 dys. =833

. disct. off 890 for 141 dys. =33

. int. on 8863 ‘¢ ¢ =32

¢« g0 ¢ ¢ &e., =810.78.

The fallacy lies un the third line. The discount wn $00 for 101
days -+ discount on 830 for 40 days is Nor = discount on £90 for]
141 days. The discount doex nut vary directly as the time, as here
assumed, of course interest does vary divectly as the time.

@Contributions.
THE TEACHERS APPEARANCE IN THE SCHOOf ROOM

SUHRTANCE OF A PAPER READ BY MR, HEWITT BEFORE THE
MANITORA TEACHERS ASSOUIATION, WINNIPKG.

Tt is hard, he said, for one so young and inexperienced in the
profession as I, to say what appearance the teacher should at all
times assume in his school ; but I will give you my ideal of what it
should be, and should I advance any thought worthy of criticisi 1
hope to profit by having it thoroughly and fairly discussed.

I assume that the teacher’s appearance in the school roumn in-
cludes his dress, habits, language, sentiments. tone of voice, bear-
ing, expression of countenance, ete,

With regard to dress the teacher should in a great measure ndapt
himself to circumstances, but the following general rule will he
found to apply in all cases : he should neither dress su ga'ly nor sc
meanly as to make his dress an object of specinl notice ; in short,
the teacher himsclf should be the attraction, and not his dress,

The habits of a teacher shuuld be such that if copied to the lette
they may not be ijurious to his pupals.  This will, of course, pro-
hibit him from the use of tobacco and mtuxiceating liguor, for,
though individuals differ as to the effects of these on adults, all agred
that they are very injurivus tu children; but while he abstain
from auch things hunself he will alsv dv well tu abstain from any
unpleasant remarks concerning thuse who use them, for injurin
one porson is not the way to insure correct habits in another Th
habits of an upright teacher will also include punctuality, earnest-
ness, calmness, kindness, gontleness, firmness, truthfulness, ete.
If he is not punctual he sets a bad example to his pupils, and als
renders himself unable to carry out any regular programme withou
which his teachings cannot be successful. He should be earnest,
because his contract with his trustees calls for earnest work, he
will be earnest because he delights in his work, and he feels h
must he earnest because he is working not only for time, but als
for eternity. He should be calm as well as earnest, for an excite
or blustering habit renders him unfit to maintain good order in hi
school, and thus becomes as great a barrier to success as want o
punctuality. While the ideal teacher is at all times ealm, gentle,
and kind, he is also firm, and will not shirk even the painful dut;
of inflicting corporal punishment when he is sure it is for the bene-
fit of all concerned. Truth is tho very basis of education and h
ought to show by his appearance, in every possible way, that he i
aiming at it regardless of what theories or hobbies may be over-
thrown by it. His motto should be, “T will hew to the line, let
the chips fall where they may.”

Atall tunes, but especially in the school-reom, the teacher will
tind it tu his own advantage, ns woll as that of his pupils, to use
nly well chosen words, The use of low, valgar, or incorrect words
is tu beavoided, for the language of the teacher will be the language

f lus pupals.  The use of goud language by the teacher is clusely
connected with the sentiment that pervades a school for which the
teaclior is, to i great eatent, responsible.  But he finds little diffi-
ulty in this matter if he is eareful not to color his opinions too
highly in order to serve his own seltish interests.

The tone of the teacher's volee will oxpress his feelings more
forcibly than his words will, however well chosen they may be,
hence he should be careful that his words accord with the tone in
which they are uttered. By the skilful use of his voice he can
indicate his approval or admmister a reprimand without causing
cither jealousy or ill-feeling toward himself or others, whercas the
same words uttered in a different voice would be certain to rouse a

pixit of rebellion.

To be successful in governing a school it is necessary that all
words of command be uttered kindly but firmly, and while the tone
i which they arve spukon indicates a desire tv dispense even justice,
it should alsu exhibit a spirit of merey.

The bearing of a public schuol teacher should be neither haughty
nor meanly condescending, but should rather be that happy mien
which willingly recognizes Hbnest worth even when found mmong
thoe lowest, and at the sume time curries the favor-of none, not
even the highest.  Such a bearing will command the respect of all
worthy persons, and sccure for him a secial position he could not

therwise attain.

1t 1s vory destrable that a teacher be always cheerful, and main-
tain a pleagaut countenance while in the school-room. Thereisa
sreat deal of truth in the belief of Edinund Spensor that ¢ outer
beauty springs from the beauty of the soul within.” It is impossible
for one to maintain a pleasant countenance whils within he is full

f rage, sorrow, grief, or any other passion, ur while he is undor-

oing bodily suffering.  For oxample, a person suffering from head-
cho, touthache, ete., cannot possibly be cheerful ; a person suffering
rom dyspepsia is gencrally melancholy and peevish. Tt may be
ked, how 1s the teacher to avuid the many ills which tend to in-
jure his pleasant countenance? My answer is, he should have
omplete control of his passions, should not worry too much about
he future, and should always look at the bright side of everything:
He should also thoreughly understand himself. Our bodies are
overned by natural laws, laws which we are capable of under-
tanding aud vbeying, and we should vbey them if we wish to enjoy
ood health and a cheerful countenance here; and further, we
must obey them if wo wish to be happy in cternity, for *‘the laws
f nature are the laws of God.™

Mr. Springer introduced the general discussion of the subject.
While he agreed wath most of the puints bronght forward he thought
hat there was adanger of paying too much attention to personal ap-
earances,  Youung persons sometimes spent hours of valuable time
before the lovking glass. This tended tu foppishness, which was
the twin sister of luziness. Some nten of the highest positions paid
he least attention to their porsonal appearance. He illustrated
his from his observations of five millionaires, and from the case of
very learned gentleman, a great linguist, in Toronto. He did
10t mention these cases as examples. If a teacher could not afford
better coat it was nov disgrace to wear a patched one; if clean, it
ould be respectable. The teacher should set an example of clean-
iness, and we should requiro attention to this matter on the part
f the pupils. The speaker concluded by expressing his approval
f the recommendation that the teachor be cheerful.



