226 IN CONFUSION.

escort her home. Little was said, for Aunt Miriam
knew Anastasia’s departure from Acland’s Hut would
be Hugh Bowkett’s recall.

When Mr. De Brunier understood this, his anxiety
on Wilfred's account was redoubled.

But when Uncle Caleb revived enough for con-
versation, he spoke of the little business to be settled
between them, and asked for Mr. De Brunier.

“I have thought it all through,” he said. “In the
face of the Cree’s warning, and all that happened
under this roof, I can never leave my nephew and
Hugh Bowkett to live together beneath it. As
soon as he hears from his sister how matters stand
here, and finds sentence has been passed on Vanner and
Mathurin, he may come back at any hour. I want
to leave my nephew to your care; a better friend he
could not have.”

“ As he has had it already, he shall always have it,
as if he were next to Gaspé; I promise you,” was the
ready answer.

“T want a little more than that,” Uncle Caleb con-
tinued. “I want you to take him away at once, and
send him back to school. You spoke of buying land ;
buy half of mine. That will be Wilfred's portion.
Invest the money in the Hudson Bay Company,
where Bowkett can never touch it, and I shall feel
my boy is safe. As for Miriam, she will still have a
good home and a good farm; and the temptation out
of his reach, Bowkett may settle down.” -




