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complished. The Executive Commit-
tee of which I have spoken in eaeh
Council generally arranges from time
to time to have some general meeting
9r conference at which all thebe socie-
tieswhich join arie represented. These
give in a short, account of their o'wn
particnlar work, and, in addition, a
paper or pacpers are read by ladies
who have been invited to discuss sote
special subject of general interest to
the comnîmnity. You will see that
the mere fact of -the different reports
of work being carried on by mainy dif-
ferent sections of t.hought and brought
before the public, mn itself must tend
Io this unity of thought, sympathy,
and purpose. of whieh we have been
speaking. To hegin with, it enables
the public to acquire some knowledge
of the work that is being done and vou
will know. ladies, how even iu a c~Om-
paratively small place people are often
unaware of what is being done by the
different societies and institutions.
Sirely that. «in itself. is a-very great
heielit But it is well for us that we
should know what is being accom-
plished; it will draw out mur symi-
pathy; it will widen our charity to
kntw of the noble work that is being
accomplishea by other bodies-bodies
against which ve may perhaps have
had some prejudice; it wiTl deepen our
faith if we thereby learn that we (an
learn froi as well as give to theni. It
is a wonderful lesson to ourselves and
it sends lus to oir homes rejoicing to
know how God is wvorking hy many anid
divers means for lis own good 'end.
It gives these insttutions opportuni-
ties for hringing their varion needs
forward - their needs eit her for matvr-
ial help or for more workers; or it is
the means of drawving into actual work
somne of the younger women who, have
iot yet found tliir vocation. but who
are stirred up hy hearing what it s
being don bv others. Then it enables
to be brought'before the public any
general need iî the city or- district-
soin generalwant which ail citizens.
of the place ae concerned in relieving,
and which if they determine together
shall be ddrie. will udoubtedly be'
taken in hand by those who cauiniet
such need.' , These are, 1- think, the
chief benefits which cone to any par -
ticular district .throgh ithe establish-
ment of sdch a Couîncil. i ca-unot give
yi anv hard and fast lines ou
which thqse Counîcils shalI ,develop

They aie intended to suit the needs of
each p ace where they are set on foot.
and if the C3ounicil has heen formed by
those who are working- by those who
know the people and their needs, then
it will douhtless fultil its objects and
will also further the great vork of
bringing us all nea%-rer together.

These local Counells are represented
on the National Council of Canada.
which meets once a ve r in different
places in the L>ouinmon . "'It met last.
year at. Ottawa. The different local
councils, eight or mnine in nutnber, be
sides the nationally organized :orie-
ties, were then repr-t-meeted. radie-s
from different places read valuable
papers, on stubjets relatiig to their
special work o- oi subjects of general,
interest. These hNt ona Councils have
been formed not obly in Canada and
the United States, but in ni-mny coun-
tries iii Europe and are intended to
join an International Counlcil which
meets every live years, again extend-
ing the bond of a comftion sisterhood
n work Yon will see that there are
vast possibilities in this work. There
are doubtess dangers also for we ai e
but humain. ai.d .vhen we in this
way gather together representatives
of all sections of thought we know
that there imist be dangers, but we
believe that this movement towards
real unity--this coming to know one
ianother better and to realize this com-
mon respoac.ihility which is ours must
tend for good loth tor ourselves indi-
vidually and for the communties
amnongst which we live. And if we
begin to think cf some of the, general
subjects ot which we cani unite--some
of th subjects in which all wonien of
whatever chureh or denoiination or
section of the comimnurnity nay coni-
hine, surely , there se ei to hbe very
many such subjects iii which they are
all deeply interesteJ. First of ail we
must place the hoime. We 'al here
agree thatthe homie i. womn's tirst
mission. But what does that involve?
Sîmiietimes it is spoken of as if hone
duties meanît a narr'ow iife, a circumim-
scribed life, but if 'we ask ourselves
what home nieans to each of us-what
it shoiuld mean to each of us-we shall
see that it, by n.)ni means involves a n'ar-
rom life. If w-e ask ourselves each of
iq to think ott wfîat wouîld be the -the
ideal for oumxrselves. each in our owi
positi.,n iin our own home, of what we
could do aînd he. if we o'ul I rise to


