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The Sortie 59

abattis and entanglements. Although outnumbered, the Amer-
icans stubbornly resisted, and, regardless of the hot fire, gave
back blow for blow.

Brown, fearing for Miller's safety, ordered Ripley forward to
his assistance, who prompty advanced with the Twenty-first In-
fantry. Ripley soon received a serious wound in the neck, and
was borne to the rear.®

Miller, with excellent judgment, appreciating that nothing
further could be accomplished, and in view of the superior force
of the British, began an orderly retreat towards the fort; and
Brown scon ordered the other columns to do the same, for the
object of the sortie had been accomplished. They all reached
the fort in good ordcr, but with considerable loss, for by this time
the British were pressing them fiercely. Thus in barely two hours
the result attempted had been achieved, the enemy irreparably
crippled, and one thousand men killed, injured, or taken prisoners.

General Drummond speaks of the retreat of the Americans as
a “precipitate retrograde movement made by the enemy from the
different points of our position of which he had gained a short pos-
session.” It should be observed, however, that Drummond, what-
ever his faults were as a soldier, was a pronounced success at what
might be termed an explanatory writer. Some one has remarked
of Cellini that he created his own atmosphere. The same remark
applies to Drummond. His despatches to his government are
well worth a perusal. Ingersoll, in his history of the war, dryly
remarks apropos of this part of Drummond’s report:

“The coincident exertions of both commanders, Brown to
withdraw his men from, and Drummond with his to recover, the
British entrenchments, soon effected it.”

In this sortie we lost seventy-nine killed, two hundred and
sixteen wounded, and two hundred and sixteen missing, a total
cf five hundred and eleven. Of this number twelve officers were

T * Ripley never fully recovered from this wound, although he afterward served a term
in Congress,
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