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4 ' POSTAL COURTSHIP,

T, @. PATTESON.

«ghe really is the prettiest little creature
I ever saw,” suid Mr, Willoughby Vane,
as he turned from the window for the
M time that morning. “Jane,” he
added, addreseing the housemaid, who was
clearing away the breakfast things, ‘‘have
you sy idea who the people are who have
taken old Mr. Adderly’s house opposite 2"

““Well, yes, sir, if you please,” returned
the handmaiden. «T met their cook at the
grocer’s the other day and she said that
her master’s name Wwas Black—Capting
Choker Black—and that he was staying
here on leave of absence with his wife and
daughter, sir.”

«On! indeed; did she happen to mention

' the young lady’s ’ﬁme?"

«Yes, sir; she'called her Miss Eva, g

«Eva! What a charming name !” mur-,
mured Mr. Willoughby to himself; then
he added aloud:

“That will do, Jane; thank you.”

Mr. Willoughby Vane was & bachelor,
28 years old, rich, indolent and tolerably
good-looking. He lived with a widowed
mother in a pleasant housein Albany, and,
having nothing else to do, had fallen
desperately in love with his psetty vis-a-
vis, and anxiously sought an oppoxtunity
for an introduction. However, having
discovered the name of his enchantress he
determined to address her anonymously by
letter.

Having decided upon taking this step,
the next thing to be done was to put it
into execution, and having shut nimself in
his little study, after many futile at-
tempts, hesu ed in framing an epistle
to the lady to his satisfaction, begging her,
if she valued his peace of miad, to return
an answer to “W. V., Postoffice, Albany.”
That done, he went out for a walk and
dropped the letter in the nearest box.

Regularly three times a day for a week
afterward he called at the pos! flice to s2e
whether an answer had arriv for him.
As the week advanced Willoa by began
to lose his appetite, and grew'so restless
and irritable that Mrs. Vane, like & fond
mother, fancied that her dear boy was un-
well, and begged him to consult their medi-
cal attendant. But her son laughed at the
idea, knowing well that his complaint was
beyond the doctor’s skill to cure.

He was beginning to despair of ever re-
ceiving a reply, when, to his great delight,
on the seventh morninga letter was handed
to him by the postmaster, written in a
dainty female hand, and addressed to “W.
V.” "Almost unable to conceal his emo-
tion he quitted the postoffice, broke open
the seal and drank in the contents,

They were evidently of a pleasant na-
ture, for he read the letter over and over
again, kissed the envelope, put it into -his
Dbreast-pocket, and hurried home to see his
jnamorata looking out of the window  of
the opposite house as usual. i

For a moment his first impulse was b
gsalate her respectfully; but immediately
afterward he bethought himself that as he
was still incegnito, the young lady would
perhaps feel insulted by the action. Be-
sides, how could she have any idea that he
was “W. V.?” So he-went in-doors and
amased himself for three hours in inditing
a reply to her letter, which he posted the
same afternoon, and in due course a second
answer arrived.

And so matters went on, a constant in-
terchange of letters being kept up for a
fortnight, during which time Mr. Wil-
loughby Vane spent his days in running to
and from the postoffice, writing letters
and watching his fair neighbor from the
window of the dining-room.

«Confound it !” he would sometimes say
to himself. ‘“How very provoking the
dear girl is! She never will look this way.
I do wish I could catch her eye, if only
for a moment. What a horridly sour-
looking old crab the mother is! Depend
npon it, Willoughby, that poor chiid is
anything but happy at home with those
two old fogies. Indeed, her letters hint as
muzh,” And having given vent to his
feelings, he would put on his hat and walk
to the postoffice, or shuf himself in his
room and compose another note tO his
¢PDearest Eva.” ;

At length, three weeks having flown
rapidly away in this manner, he received a
letter one mornjng from the young lady ;
which ran as follows :

«To W.V.” ¢ Sir—As it ia useless to
continue a‘correspondence in this manuer,
1 think it is now time for you to throw off
your incognito, and 1eveal your true name
and position to one to whom you are not
totally indifferent. Believe me that
nothing inspires love like mutual confi-
Prove to me that I have not’been
in answering your letters by at
once informing me who you are. 1t is
with no feeling of idle curiosity that I ask
this, but simply for mutual satisfaction.

Yours, etc., st vA.”

To which Willoughby replied by return
of post :

« Dearest Eva (if you will pernit me to
all you so)—Have you not for weeks past
observed a young man, with his hair
brushed back, anxiously watching you
from the window of the opposite house ?
And, although you have apparently never
taken the slightest notice of him, I trust
that his features are not altogether repul-
give to you. I am that individual.

«¢ Charmed by the graceful magic of thine

impudent

eye.
Day after day I watch and dream and sigh ;
Watch thee, dream of thee, sign for thee

alone.

Fair Star of Albany—may I add, mine own?
~—to quote with some alterations the noble
stanza of the poet Byron. And now I
have a favor to ask you. Whenever you
see me at the window taie no potice of me
at present, lest my mother should observe
it. In a few days she will be going out of
town, and then we can throw off all re-
straint, - Till then, adieu'! Adieu, my
adorable one, adieu! My eyes are ever on
you, Your own,

¢WILLOUGHBY VANE.”

To which epistie came the following an-
gwer : :

DeaR S1R—Your explanation is perfectly
satisfactory. 1 may also add that your
features are not at all repulsive to “Eva.”

«‘Bless her ! what a delightful little soul
ghe is !” ejaculated Willoughby.

And he went out, ordered & new suit of
clothes and had his hair cuf.

“Willy,” said Mrs. Vane to her son the
next morning, ‘1 wish you would dosome-
thing to improve your mind and not waste
your time looking out of the window all
day as you have lately done, Come and
read the assenmibly debates to me, if you
have nothing else to do.”

The worthy lady was 2a red-hot poli-
tician, and for three mortal hours she kept
him at his delightful task, ab the expira-
tion of which time he succeeded in escap-
ing to his own room, where he wrote the
tollowing note to Eva:

«DpAREsT Eva—I am overjoyed at the
the contents of your brief communication.
If, as you say, my features are not alto-
gether repulsive to you, may I hope that
you will consent to be mine—mine only?

“WILLOU@HBY.”

Back came the reply the next morning:

“DEAR WiLLoveHBY—Your reply has
made me feel very happy. Itis very dull
here—no society except father and fnonb.er.
1 long for more congenial companionsiip.
Thine. - Eva,

In this delightful manner the days flew
gn—halcyon days, too, hey were for Wil-

Jeughby, and sweetened by the interchan
of this sud similar lover-like co
ence, Oa the following M
Mrs. Vane left town on & visit to some
friends in Saratoga, leaving her son to
keep house at home, The same afternoon
one of Captain Black’s servants brought
the following note for Willoughby:
“WiLLiE—Have you any objection to
my telling my dear papa all? Matters
have now goue 8o far that it will be im-
ible for either of us to retract what we
ave written. Lot us take papa into our
confidence, I know his kind and gener-
ous nature well, and have no fear that he
will oppose our usion, Pray send me &
line by beaver. Eva.”
The answer was as follows:
«My Owx Eva—Do what you consider
best. My fate is in your hands, If your
pa should refuse his consent, I—. But
Y.will pot think of anything so dreadful.
Fear not that I shall ever retract. Life
without you wonld be & desert, with no
oasis to brighten it. Yours, until death,
WILLOUGHBY.”
That evening, just as Willoughby had
finished dinner, he heard a loud double
knock at the street door, and on its being
opened a strange voice inquired in a lou

tone:

¢ Is Mr. Willoughby Vane at home?”

His heart beat violently as Jane, enter-
ing the room, said :

“A gentleman wishes to speak with you
in the library, sir.”

And she handed him a card inscribed,
«Captain Choker Black, 101 Regiment.”

«T will be with him in a moment,” said
Willoughby, and he swallowed a couple of
glasses of sherry to nerve him for the in-
terview.

« Captain Choker Black, I believe?” he
said, as he entered the library.

«Vour servant, sir,”said the gallant cap-
tain, who, glass in eye, was busily engaged
in scrutinizing an engraving of the Battle
of Gettysburg. ‘‘Your servant, gir. Have
I the pleasure of addressing Mr. Willough-
by Vane ?”

Willoughby bowed.

“Then, sir, of course you know the
business that has brought me here ?”
Terribly nervous and scaréely knowing
what answer to make, our hero bowed
again.

“Come, come, sir, don’t be afraid to
speak out ! My daughter has made me
her confidant, so let there be no reserve
between us. Eva has told me all !”

Here poor Willoughby blushed up to
the roots of his hair,

“Yan see, I know all about it. You
have fallen desperately in love with the
r girl; and, although you have never
exchanged three words together, you are
already engaged to be married. Mighty
expeditious, upon my word! Ha! ha!
ha! Pray, excuse me for laughing, but
the idea is somewhat comical! Ha! ha!l
ha !”

As the captain appeared to be in & very
good humor, Willoughby’s courage began
to rise.

«Don’t mention it, sir. You are her
father, and have a right to do what you
please, But I sincerely trust that you
have no objections to offer.”

«]7 None! Believe me, I shall be de-
lighted to see my Eva comfortably settled.
But, hark ye, sir. Business is business,
I am a plain, blunt man, and 15 years’ so-
journ with oae’s regiment on the plains
doesn’t help to polish one, First of all,
what are your prospects?”

And the captain drew a note-book out
of his pocket and proceeded to examine
our hero as if he was in court of justice,
“You are an only son, I believe?”

“] am.”

“Good.” And down went the note in
the pocket-book. :

““Your age?”’

«Twenty-eight next birthday.”

“Twenty-eight! Good: Is your constitu-
tion healthy?”

] pelieve so. I have had the measles,
whooping-cough and mumps.”

“Disorders peculiar to infancy. Good.”
And the captain scribbled away again.
“Are you engaged in any business or
profession?”

“None.”

+¢ Then how on earth do you live?”

¢ (n my private income, captain,”

¢« Then all I can say is you’re an uncom-
monly lucky fellow to be able to subsist on
that. I only wish I could. What is your
income ?”

¢ About 4000 a year.”

«JIs it in house property, shares in
limited companies or in ¢ governments’ ?
If in public companies I should be sorry to
give two years’ purchase for the lot.”

¢ In the new four per cents.”

@ood ! I thiuk I may say very good !
What sort of temper are you?”

¢ Well, that's rather a dificult question
to answer,” said Willoughby, smiling for
the first time.

¢ Hang it, sir; not at all !” returned the
captain, _“If any one asked me jmy
temper, I should say, Hasty, sir—con-
foundedly hasty!” and Choker Black’s
proud of it, sir—proud of it!”

“Say about the average,” said Willough-
by, timidly.”

““Temper average,” said the captain jot-
ting it down. I think these are about
all the questions I have to ask. You know
my daughter by sight?”

T have had the pleasure of seeing her
frequently—from the window, sir.”

“And you think you could be happy
with her?’

«Think, captain! I am certain of it.”

“Very good - Now, hark ye, Mr. Wil-
loughby Vane, marry her, treat her well,
and be happy; mneglect her, blight her
young affections by harshness or cruelty,
and hang me, sir, if I don’t riddle you
with bullets! Gad, sir, 'm a man of my
word, and I'll do what I say, as sure as my
name’s Cnoker Black!”

] have no fear of that scoie, captain.
Unite her to me, and if a life of devo-

on__”

«T know all about that,” said the oap-
tain. ‘‘Keep your fine phrases for the
girl’s ears. Give me your hand, sir. I've
taken a fancy to you!”

“You flatter me, captain

“Hang it, sir, no! Choker Black never
indulges in flattery. Don’t be afraid to
grasp my hand, sir ; it is yours as long as
1 find you plain-sailing and straightfor-
ward, Butif I ever suspect you of any
artifice or deception I'll knock you
down with it. So now Lhope we perfectly
understand each other.”

¢One word more,” said Willonghby.
«Am [ to understand that you consent to
our union ?”

¢Certainly.

"

You ean be married to-
morrow, if you please. Sir, the happiness
of my dear cbild is my first consideration.
Gad, sir, Iam not a brute—not one of
those unnatural parents people read of in
novels, Choker Bilack may be & fire-eater
on the field ; but, at any rate, he knows
how to treat his own flesh and blood.”

“Captain, you overwhelm me with
gratitude.”

“‘Say no more about it. Clap on your
hat and come across the street with me,
and I'}l introduce you to my daughter at
once.

Scarcely knowing what he was about,
Willoughby did as he was told. They

crossed the street together, and the cap-
tain opened his door with a latchkey.
“One moment, if you please,” said Wil-
loughby, who was titivating his hair and
arranging his cravat,
“Are you ready now?” asked the cap-
tain.
“Quite !”
«Mr, Willoughby Vane!” cried the cap-
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ALLSUMMER CuMPLAINTS
SoLp Br AL JUEALERS.

“Earli Fall Styles” Just received
per 8. 8, Sardinian and Servia
from all the Leading English
manufacturers.
the Latest

NEW YORK STYLES.

I.&J. LUGSDIN,

101 ¥ONGE ST.
DIRECT IMPORTERS,

A. HENDERSON & Co

Have just opened their new

FTurniture Rooms.

All kinds of Furniture made to Order.
GIVE US A’ CALL. 456

493 QVEEN STREET WEST.

EFORE.) (A
", «l’ﬁ?wa—VOLTAIC BELT and other ELECTRIC
{4, APPLIANCES are sent on 30 Days’ Trial TO
N ONLY, YOUNG OR OLD, wh .
from NervoUus DEBILITY LosT VITALITY,
and all those d'wnselota

1
OTHER CAUSES. Speedy
restoration to HEALTH Vigor and
BridawreEp, Send at omce for
Pamphlet free. Address

Voltaic Belt Co., Marshall, Mich.

CARRIAGES!
WiL. DIXON,

63 & 65 Adelaide St. West,

(Next to Grand’s Horse Bazaar.)

Victorias of the latest English design Han-
som Tea Carts for One Horse. Ladies’ Phae-
tons, Queen and Albert styles.

PHYZICIANS' PHAETONS,
Strong and durable, made especially for hard

work.
VILLAGE CARTS 26

On patent springs, the only style that entirel
overcomes the horse motion, and & large stoc
of our NINETY DOLLAR BUSINESS BUG-
GIES with Steel Axles, second growth wheels
—the best buggy ever offered for that price.

OLD COUNTRY PASSAGES.

ECONOMY WITH COMFORT.

The Royal Mail Steamship Adriatic of the
White Star Line, has a dining-room and state
rooms for a strictly limited number of inter-
mediate passengers. This accommocation
which is on the SALOON DECK, is furnished
with the electriclight and every modern com-
fort. Besides the advantage of being in a
magnificent ship, passengers will find it su-
perior in ventilation and many other respects
to the saloon on some ocean steamors. e
Adriatic sails from New York for Liverpool
via Queenstown on the 2nd October.
T. W, JONE255. General Agent,

246 York street Toronto

J. YOUNG,

a7 TONGEH ST.

T. W. KAY & CO.,

THE LEADING
Undertakers and Embalmers
OF THE WEST END,

No. 373 Queen st. west, Toronto, Parkdale
Branch, 69 Queen st., Parkdale. Open day
and night. Charges moderate, 2-6

MRS. MAHAFFY'S,

500 QUEEN ST. WEST-
Crochet Hoods, Jackets and Caps, Ladies’

and Childrens’ Outfitting, Boys' and
Girls' Suits. 26

THE NEWSPAPER & BILL
DISTRIBUTING 00,

Has established a regular system fo the
distribution of

lars, eﬁc., ete.

The entire city is covered daily
by a stafl of reliable carriers.

Business men will find the
NEWSPAPER & BILL DIS-
TRIBUTING €9O., the best me-
dium for }glacing their announce-
ments before the publie.

uly and August,

Fine Crayon Portraits

woi-kodtrommnn photographs, first-class in
every respect. Also

Colobrated Air Brush Picturs,

which is bound to take the lead.
Call and les at
wmueunp of work at 183} Queen

BROWN,
ARTIST

SEWING  MACHINES REPAIRED.
Sold

Machines Bought, and
Exchang

NEEDLES OII., &0.
Ei-ga EVANS, 22 Queen S% West,

ear Yonge

Tourists’ and Visitors’

J.W. CHEE

i ¥ C_H_E_E_§EWORTH.
PINE  NERCHANT TAILORING

A SPEOIALTY.

Orders Executed at tl o

Shortest Possible Notice.

36

SEWORTH,

106 KING STREET WEST.

THE ROYAL ORCAN.
T. JAMES & CO.

GUELPH, ONT.

SUPERIOR TONE,

FINE FINISH,
MODERATE IN PRICE,
2468 BEST IN THE MARKET.

GENTS' GOLD STEM WIND
WA TOCHEL!

Guaranteed 14 K,

ONLY $40,

DAVIS_BROS.

138 YONGE STREET.

(Model Cruamery G,

PURE MILK
DELIVERED TWIE DALLY.

e

Orders by post promptly

attended to.
ADDRESS:

Cor. Wilton ave. & Seaton st.

MOUNTED CRINDSTONES,

With Hardweod Frames fitted
Ié ::; both oot and hand power.
LIONE X T ORI HE,
Steam Stone Works, Eeplanade, foot of
Jarvis street. u

W NE. BAILILIE,
Carpenter and Builder,

80 & 82 ALBERT ST.

Estima

Jobbing promptly attended to. mws

given on application.

Builders' and Contractors’

SUPPLIES.

Carpenters and Garden Tools,
Paints, 0ils, Glass, &¢.

J. L. BIRD

313 QUEEN ST. WEST. 24-6

BEST IN THE CITY.
ARCADE BILLIARD AND POOL HALL,

Yonge street, op] te Temperance street.
Fourteen tables. test improvements. The
Hall is an exhibition of itself, worth travel-
ing miles to see. Second flat of the Arcade.

n from 8 a'm. until ht. TURN-
BULL SMITH, Proprietor. 2-4-6

W. H. STONE,

FUNERAL DIRECTOR,
187 YONGE STKEET.

COUPE and LIVERY STABLES
11 and 13 Queen st. east. Telephone. 246

CARRIACE AND WAGON WORKS
14 & 16 ALICE STREET.

g. E. SULLIVAN,
Mannufacturer of first class and
Wagons in the latest styles. All work war-
ranted for one year. Superior ma
in all branches. Call and examine our work

before elsewhere. All ord
gompﬂy atten:
the e

O oanh cand prioes to st

FALL IN PRICES !
COAL $6 PER TON.

The Best in the Market.

> D. CONGER,
6 KING STREET EAST.

Cheapest Grocery u: Town.
MARTHUR'S CHEAP CASH STORE

265 Yonge street.
Fresh lots of Groceries, Teas and Fruits re
ceived daily. Give me a call and secure
bargains.

MCcARTHUR. 265 Yonge street.

Newspapers, Bills, Circu-;

i

Office : 26 Adelaide E,, Boom 9:

DR. EENNEDY

Will be found at his surgery
as usual.

——

]
‘N.B. Surgery removed from
'- John

street to

(157 KING ST. WEST.

WILLIAM BERRY,

Odorless Excavator & Oontracter,

NO. 151 LUMLEY STREET.

Office, 8 Viotoria street, Toronto
Night soil removed from all parts of he oity
st reasonable rates,

AX.X.

$600 PER

-O-

&~ 1.

SIZESSS.

7o, §0.00

VERY BEST QUALITY.

J. R. BAILEY & GO0.

[

S22 KING sSTREET BEAST. 3¢

OFFICE—113 Queen St. West. Docks Foot of Church St. Telephone

0O 0 8 A

Queen streets.

§

: 4

4
]

THE COAL RING BUSTED!

And I Have Busted it.

108, ALL SUZE

Leave or telephone your orders to my offices,
25 Queen street west and Corner of Jarvis ard

SMITH,

THE COAL DEALER.

All our Coal is guaranteed
‘on us belore ordering.
OFFICES AND YARDS, -
BRANCH OFFICES, - -

Great Reductionin Price Hard Coal
P. BURNS

will sell the celebrated Scranton Coal at Special
Rates for Prompt Delivery.

to weigh 2000 pounds to the

ton. It will be to the advantage of consumers of coal to call

{Cor. Bathurst and Front streets.

Yonge street wharf.

51 King street east-
een sireet west

onge street.

534
390

P. BURNS.

& Telephone Communication between all offices.

135

chased fro;

285 Quee

Having a long experience is a
h m him are A No. 1.
his fine stock of Boots and Shoes, as his stock is complete and
prices very low.

W. WINDELER

W. WINDELER,

THE WELL-KNOWN

PRACTICAL BOOT AND SHOE MAKER

Is prepared to %uggly Ladies and Gents with all kinds of Boots
an

oes Strictly His Own Make.
arantee that all goods pur-
ou will do well to examire

36

n Street West, Opp. Beverley

WHOLESALE BOOKBINDING.

Having the largest Steam Bookbindery in
Canada, with the most improve d labor-saving
machines, places us in a position second to
none to quote close prices on large quantities
of work.

Leather and Cloth Case Bindings
and Pamphlet Work of all
Descriptions.

Authors or Publishers having editions of
books in preparation would do well to secure
our binding prices. *

WM. WARWICK & SON,

TORONTO-

WEST TORONTO JUNCTION.

1 am now omering 1or sale in quantities t¢
suit purchasers by far the most desirable prep
erty in this vicinity, being the Aikenshaw
property, and at low rates. Parties desiring
te purchase for the purpose of holding on
speculation wili be liberally dealt with.

D M, DEFOE,
39 King Street West

THOS, E. PERKINS,
PHOTOGRAPHER !

Will in future-finish all ( abinet Photos on
fine Chocolate tinted mounts with gilt edges.
This along with his

NEW SCENERY

makes the prettiest finished picture in the
city of Toronto.

SlUDIO, 293 YONGE ST.

NOTICE T0 YOUNG 8 DL

Thejcelebrated Dr. H. Hollick of Loudon bas
estabiished an agency in Toronto for the sale
of his medicines for the sure cure of a.l nex-
vous 8 arising from whatever cause.
Has been in use here over twenty years. Cured
thousands. NeCure, No Puy. close stamp
for pamphlet, which will be sent in sealed en
velope to all who Address to 463 Yemge
Street, Toronto.




