T'HE UNIVERSAL QUEST

For several weeks there have appeared on
Page 3 of this section’ of the Colonist a series
of extracts from the sacfed writings of several
religions. There is a great deal of difference
in the phraseology, but all who have perused

them must have been impressed ‘with the great.

similarity in their spirit.  We must, in reading
them, and in reading the relsgious literature of

other nations g_encqalljg, refmember that what
appears plain and simple to us may seem ae in-
volved to them as what they understand seems |

to us. The most intricate statement from the

Vedas would seem no mare involyed to us than

the Athanasian Creed would seem to a Budd-
hist. We: all see the truth through.merital
glasses colored by our-education and ‘edviron-

ment. A story is told of & conversation be-.

tween an educated Hindu and a Christian mis-

sionary. ~The latter was sg%}i) about the
incarnation ‘of Gd‘ﬂmﬁ'&ms nlgst?ﬁ w
Hindu said he could readily bélieve it, because «

he had always been taught that the Divine at
times became incarnate. The missionary forth-
with expressed his horror
and the Hindu declined to hear #n¥t} ng
ther from him. * This is not %o’
Hindt was right or that the missionary was

wrong. It is enly related to show how easify;;;

misunderstandings arige iog.,,wgngof' a com-
mon standpeint of discﬁss}og"v 1

there is nothing more tcon: t
carnations than there is'in the openi
of the Epistle to the Hebhrews, which:
followss “God, who M sundry i e i
mannets spake unto the fathers by thé pro-

phets, hath in these last days spoken unto us:

by his Son, whom he hath.appoinged heir,of all

things, by whom also he made thé world.” To*
insisgt, .a's’y some. will, that the referance is o °
the Hebrew prophets only and that God never.
spake to any other people, is to assume some-
thing that cannot’ be, proved. The Great:

Teacher told us that we should know hi (" £
their fruits. We do no violence to His: te:

-

other sacred writings than the Hebrew S

tures did not grow upon the thorns of ignor- |

ance, nor“the figs of righteousness upon the
thistles of evil. Truth is truth wherever you
find it, and is always divine. :
The quotations referred to show 'that: in
many lands and in different ages mankind ‘has
been searching for the-same thing. If the qu
tations referred-to;embraced tpg:yvritingcg
the great philosophers of antfqtity they wouald
‘only strengthen this conclusion, namely, that
the universal desire of humanity is to know
" something of the Deity. : Confucius was one

of the few great teachers who gave up the

quest. -He said it was foo difficult, and that

it was better for men to confine themselves to'

the right orderin% of their lives, At best we
cannot hope to fathom the Infinite. ‘Many

persons thought Col. Ingersoll blasphemous*
when he said, “An honest God is the noblest

work of man,” and some silly people have
thought that such an expression as this de-
molished the Creator. : But Ingersoll did not

mean it that way at all. He himself did not be:

lieve in a God, but believed the idea to be ‘the

creation of the human jmagination, something '
that Herbert Spencer described as an hys

pothesis to explain what was not otherwise

explainable. No one is capable of abs_olut:;i .

comprehending the Incomprehensible;” we :

ness that best suits otirselves. To the ancient
Hebrews He was a Being who charged Him-’

self chiefly with the care of their nationality,

Who loved and hated individuals, was angry
or sorry and was capable of repentance. ‘The

ancient Hebrew did’ not see God inindture at

all. 'THe ancient Mindns saw' Him in éverys

thing, and as they were as unable, as we are,

to reconcile the various phases in ;which pow=
er is exhibited in creatior{they:invented a.
multitude of minor deities. ’Fhe Pagans of the
Mediterranean countries did the same thing.
The idea of a Supreme Being responsible for
good and evil alike was as difficult for them
to grasp ‘as’it is for us to grasp it, and so they
multiplied gods and demi-gods. We are not
as different from the ancient Pagans of India,
Greece and Rome as we may think we are, for
we are told that we ought to believe in a per-
sonal Devil.and in hosts of angels. Thus we
see that in our search after the Unknowable
we reach tonclusions not very different from

those dttained to by those, who popularized

religion in the centuries that have gofie by and
in lands which we call heathen. x .
Jesus attempted to make plain to our nn-

derstanding what the limits of our investiga+
tions must be, and it is an all-sufficient limit. °
In His infinite wisdom He did not attempt .

to trouble us'with abstract speculations as. to.

the nature of the Divine. He did not give us
instruction as-to how the earth and the #eav- |

ens came to be. He told us that Cod is a
spirit and that He must be worshipped in

spirit; He told us.that love is the fulfilling of
divine. law. ' He said that those who are pure
in heart shall see God. Herein is Christianity

as taught by its Founder infititely superior to
the mysteries of Heathendom and the pro-
foundest theughts of Pagan philosophy. It
gives us a conception of the Deity that we can
comprehend. There is no need of any great
mental talent to ledrn how $0 aobserve the
Golden Rule. There is no intricate system of

mythology or theology involved in it. So -

through Christianity, rightly understood, the’
world may find the object of the. universal
quest. At first sight it does nét seem to be a
very imposing thing. That,ls why those who
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able, He .was of fine physique, strong -and

a ‘man he was uncleanly. He wore a dieavy

active, but as a youth he was awkward, and as 4

beard, which was plentifully colonized by in-
sects; he boasted that his body was covered -

with hair, and it may be assumed that it was

“inno better condition than the ppendages to *
i his face. ‘He used to display his hands black

_with filth to show that he was not ‘effeminate.

cleaned them. T
. He had been educated a Christian, but

e came to mature yeats he relapsed into Pa~
_ ganism. Hence his ‘name, “the Apostate?”
‘This was, perhaps, not at.all remarkable.” Con-.

" stantine the Great, the first emperor to identi--

geptso far as it aided him to achiéve univérsal

~domtipion and maintained him in power.- Con- |
stantius, who was nominally a Christian, was}

really a voluptuary, who, though he gave 3
a formal recognition of the Faith, paid no at-
_téntion to its precepts. The Christian Church
- was torn by the dissensions betweer the Ari-

i ixis{ap the Avf.haxgagrins, ‘that terrible prelate, -
Cyril, Nubian lusﬁog of Alexandria, was wag- |
ing persecution against the Neo-Platonists og :

Egypt, and endeavoring to wipe out philose=

phy in the blood of its adherents. The princi-

ples of Christianity had not influenced the

lives of its most ‘prominent adherents, and "

there was great reason for doubt if on: the

whole the new religion was in any reéspect ¢

whatéver any improvement upon the old, so

.far as’its effect upon the character and prac-
tices of its adherents went. Julian was.a sti- |
dent of the ancient philosophers, He knew -
that  Pythagoras, Socrates and Plato: ‘had
sought to solve the mysteries of life; creation
¢
noble‘and pure. There seemed nothing to'be
“gained by forsaking the well-trodden paths,
which‘had been followed  for centuries ‘and
under which the nation had prospered, for the~
‘really untried ways of Christianity, whose‘ad-
~ herents were not agreed to what it reaily

“and the Deity, and that their lives had bee

‘meant. Finding nothing in the new religion.

as then taught, which ap'ieaied to ﬁfm;"héf;:

ac the ancient g@gﬁ'ip,;q
: ﬁQlflgl&'Ro_man‘ people.- Yet he was tolerant 6f -
iaty

abandoned it and adopted

‘views of ‘otfters and did not counfemithee
persecution. P a g “. :
When ]ulian had been PYOCla'imgdeg

“tus by the soldiers in Gaul, where he had been '|
living a life of abstinence, and had inculcated -
the manly virtues among the people, finding

that Constantius was unwilling to r
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‘{furn march the Persians harassed the Romans,
*and.in one of the skirmishes, whén he had re- .
‘moved his armor to obtain relief from the in-
_tense heat, Julian was struck by an arrow. His -
- death is said to have been marked by a splen-
- did fortitude. After he had summoned his at-
_tendants arotind him and addressed them; he
| bade them good-bye,rand then .called to his
- side two of his favorite scholars, with whom he
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- ebbed slowly away. At length, asking for a.
+| drink of water, he moistened his lips; lay back -
as |" upon his pillow and died. . He named no one as

is successor, and he left no ‘children, his wife -
" having died in childbirth, g

" TALES OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATION

- Jerusalem 0
ory of the time of Herod the
king, who reigned in Jerusalem before and |-
- during the life of Jesus of Nazareth. It is a
story of another Galiléan, a young merchant,
who came from. Sepphoris, “the town that is
_perched on the hillside like a bird,” to do'busi-
ness in Jerugalem on the eve of his wedding,
and fell into the hands of Hérod’s spies.
Elazur, with- his: donkeys laden with oil
from Leébanon, and ripe fruits from the sunny
~ hillsides of his homg, finds himself pearing the
gates of the great Jewish city just as the stars
are paling in'the eastern sky. Though he-has
traveled all might, le feels no weariness, for
his thoughts have been all with her whosé
beauty rivals that of the springtime garden
- flowers, and-who is gentle and shy as the little
white doves ‘the worshippers bring to ' the
morning sacrifice. - No foreboding, of trouble
or dafiger comes to him as he nears the tem-
- ple where the Levites, at the command of the
_captain of the guard, are opening the gates;
{ and here he pauses to:Watch the preparations
_ for morning sérvice. A lamb is to be the prin-
- cipal sacrifice. ““The altar of burnt-offering is
' ‘purified, the piles of wood laid over the glow-
.ing coals take fire, the musicians fetch their
instruments and uncover them. The guard is
i .All ‘is 'done by torchlight.
" Some priests' mount to the roof of the temple
. to watch for the first dawn of day. *When
“the /sky is sp bright that one can see Hebron
t0 “the ‘southeast of Jerusalem among the
monintains, they call out, “Barkai ad-Chebron”.
. (the dawn has. reached Hebron), and at once
" the cry resounds: “Priests, come to your min-
ry. Levites, come to your pulpits.  Israel,
me to your place.” This last cry refers to.
the representatives of the people. A Band of |
em, relieved weekly, helped with the sacri-
fices and passed the night in the temple.
lazur takes up his journey. The town is
eginning to stir, people are flocking into the
reets any of them eye with favor/the '
tall, straight form of the young Galilean and
the dark, handsome faee, very much alight just -
W | his surfeit of ’inwg%d happ:

a sol-+

“changed.” . .

%
e

_young figure,
“out among the-stall

dfama in which the

~oil ; and Elazur is mal
- hills outside - gates

different g}‘a’cc” of wer:

“for there are ‘hundreds of syixigogﬁ;s; m J_i:.ru-' ]

~salem. . “The two; fine gentlemen. yonder,
dressed! quite in the Greek style ,who.are talk-

-ing Greek to one another, go to.the Synagogiie ;
of the Alexandrjans. ‘The worthy citizen, car- | -

rying his prayer-book-and his phylacteries un-

der his arm, attends the Synagogue of the -| ;
Coppersmiths, where he pays for his seat,

while the lady with her hair fresh” from ‘the
hairdresser, and the bunch of roseg, has no
idea of hiding her rich morning costume be-
hind the lattice of the woman’s gallery in z
synagogue; she trips toward the Temple Hill
to let herself be seen in the Forecourt of the
Women. The worshippers disperse in ail di-

rections; most of them look anxious, and if -
they talk or walk together, they look nervous-

ly about them.*. . ;. Meantime the ‘sun-has
risen. . . ‘. Yonder Pharisee, overtaken in
the street by «the time ‘for prayer,: suddenly

stops and binds his ponderous phylacteries on
‘arm and ior'ehea‘d:*?%:e‘ laborer, ‘baskét ifi
‘hand, up in the fruit tree, stops his picking and |
prays:in his temple of - boughs. Theré is.
prayer on all sides. ‘Only in Hérod’s palace °

~silence reigns. The tyrant still sleeps, and his
parasites walk on tiptoe. The nation prays,
and wherever it prays it adds in thought to the
spoken praye;
tyranny.”

,’On}nylaz;xrv,',,prﬁ;qd, in spirit at all times,
~‘and with an addé_dﬁjt)yéﬁs dignity this morn- "
. ing, seéms unimpréssed by the shadow of evil

that hangs over the great city. Some children

at play, near the ‘tbadway, smile up at his
_pleasant face, and in return he laughs a greet
ing and throws them a handful of frujt. It is
~while they are scampering for it that a royal
_servant on horseback draws near, and his own |

‘heart full of the bitterness of malice and in-

- trigue, is angered at the happy demeanor of
. the young mierchant, He draws up his horse
' for a moment. . Sy fel
__ “Why are you not. at the Synagogue?” he
| demands brusquely, and Elazur, wholly un-.
~ daunted, replies wlih

- my prayers already.” s s S
" “Then pray for a more civil tongve to your
| 'betters!? cries the servant, leaning from his. |

% 2

s

th a smile, “I have made

_horse 3nd striking at Elazur with the broad- |
side of his gword.” The children scamper.
. toward the shelter of the trees, but.the.young .
1 stands his ground,. and.looks fear-. |-
- fessly dp'into the frowning face above him: - |
“I’have yet to speak with my betters this~

morning in Jerusalem,” he replies quietly;

_“you are the only one I have had speech with.”

Perhaps he sees the little crowd ‘of people -
.. ¢coming along the road toward them:and feels ~
+safe in-defying-the foyal servant. There are

~& score or more-of donkey-drivers with their

| beasts, and the manon the horse, knowing
. they will take the:Galilean’s part; spurs his
1 ‘horse on; throwing back- a curse fo Elazur. |

7

.. Later on, when the fresh morning breeze
‘has all but died away, he reaches the market-
- place, midway bétween the Palace of the Mac--
- cabees and.the Palace of Herod. Here he un- -

loads his wares and gives his donkeys if

_chatge of a Jad who will ‘eare for them.  His
precious oil is in two great flasks behind him; .

1n front of him he piles his fruits, watermelons,
grapes, ﬁ{g’.. “Many. come to buy, attracted
more by the bright young face of Elazur than
by the choiceness of his wares... While they

have speech with him they seem to be imbued -
| with something of his own buoyancy and m

riment, for he makes a fresh joke with every
newcomer, and. there is a never-ceasing laugh
about his corner of the market-place. In a
thoxI;{ghtlcss moment ,he mentions the name
of Herod, carelessly, though nés disrespect-
fully, and seeing the look of fear that immedi-
ately comes to the face about him, he asks

- laughingly why they tolerate the rule of a

-.man who makes their lives such a burden. Tt
is quite enough; the careléss remark has been

heard by one of the countless spies, and word

is immediately sent to the market guard, who
march through the crowd of frightened peo-
ple and command Elazur to follow them.

‘He refuses. He explains that he spoke in
. jest, that he has nothing against any man in
_ the world; and he stands up so bravely and

speaks so honestly and clearly that the sol-

diers are fain to’believe him. Then arrives. |
' the servant who had accosted him in the soad,”

and gives such damaging, though lying, tes-

timony that the soldiers can not refuse to ar-

rest the young man.  'He defends himself

against them, and his strength is so great that

the two soldiers canmnot move him from his
place. The crowd closes it. The guards,

, afraid of creating a disturbance so close to the |’

palace, and wholly in sympathy with the conr-
ageous young stranger, are not obe ng their

' commands- to the latter. -Closer still the

crowd presses, the crowd that has listened to

Elazur's merry jests; and bought his shining
fruit and his golden oil, and then, all of a

sudden, there is.no Elazur, only a crowd of

people, pushing mow this way and that, with _
e twe in $he midst of them. A tall

the two guards in the

ost double, slips in and
‘the market-place, and
e, out of which it slips

makes its way to the

~ wunnoticed, for there is another crowd at the

‘entrance, wh ws nothing of the
g Galilean had fig-
¢ two guards make
who in turn leave

ured: “And by-and
way through the -
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of water. If/you pick a bonglfht ,
| tiverside, it will be withered long before you. -

_pretence at knowledge than you can
_where else outside of a book on

“'bees to fertilize them know that :
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THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM

Out in the garden this morﬁing,the prim-
roses are in bloom and the ':)?«fsses and

_ smowdrops. are showing signs of impatience

with the season, although it is only January.
Of course there is"a’reason for this, and it is

~somiething after this sort. Certain flowers,

and more particularly those that grow from

. bulbs, begin in Autumn to get ready for next

year’s bloom.  Some time last November
something told the crocusses that it was time

~to.get their. petals ready, for although it was

growing cold out in the air, there would short-
ly come a time when they would be safe in
coming out. of their. summer sleep and make

-sthe lawns, vivid with- their. golden yellow.
- And they. obeyed the whispered command.
. The petals weére all folded '3.

~ed whenthe rain and the sth said it was time

ready to be open-
to do so. A few weeks ago, they thought

“the time had ‘already come,“and they thrust

themselves out into the air; but Mr. Jack
Frost said: “Not so doon, little folk,” and
back they went to their beds. Now they are
coming out again, altheugh they may yet be

* a little early. But in good time they will find

everything ready for them; they will bloom

- for a’few” weeks and then retire to sleep the

whole summer through. The snowdrops are
also réady, and the mnarcissi, the hyacinths

~and the tulips are only waiting ‘the word of .
command. They are not as impatient as the

crocusses, these restléss little sprites ‘of the

_vegetable kingdom, ‘ ;

Probably plants are not intelligent, = At

least there is no reason to suppose that they

think. ‘And yet why is it that morning flow-
ering plants always open in the morning and

- evening flowering plants in the ‘evening? The
~light and heat may be just the same at both
- times of the day, but they never are déceived
. into thinking morning. evening “or evering

morning. - There are people who say that

house plants know what is said to them, and

R

that if you tell them that they are beautiful

.and you want them to do their best, they will

respond ; but perhaps this is only faney and
simply means -that -blossoms .will reward: in-

. telligent care,. And yet think of a cactus. It

grows in very dry places, but it makes its

-skin so_thickthat it can retain all the mois-
~ture it manages to get from one source.or

another, . .On the other hand the plants that

~grew-in moist" places have thin skins.” They
“have no need td take precautions against loss

from the

get it home ; but if you pick one in a dry place,

* the flowers will hold up their headsfor a long

time. ~Of course you can, if you wish, dis-
pose of the whole question by saying that this
is the nature of the plants, but that does not
explain anything.”” What is the “nature” of
a plant? Where does the plant hide it? Youw
cannot discover it with a microscope, and you

-cannot find-any Place where you think it
. might be. Take a lobelia seed in your hand.

It is such a tiny thing that you may lose it

if your breath blows upon it.  You might

subject that seed to all the learned men in all
the universities. in the world, and they* might
use all theit appliances and they could not
tell you whether the plant that will grow
from that seed will be short and compact, or.
will send out long trailing, branches that will
hang down from your baskets or your win-
dow gardens. And even if there is some dif-

“ference between the seed of a dwarf and one

of a trailing lobelia, which an,expert gar-
dener can discover, neither’ he nor any one

-else can tell you why one trails and the other

does not.  Goldsmith, or was it Cowper, wrote
of Nature that she 5

i “In its shell russet and rude
Folds up the tender germ uninjured with in-
: imitable art; - el

And eer one flowery season fades and dis-

appears,

; lsrepares the blooming wqhders of the next.”

This is really all we know about it; but'
when we léarn that down in the tropics, wheére

“there is plenty sunshine and moisture, a plant

will produce an abundince of leaves and re-
latively few flowersy and consequentlys rela-

‘tively few seeds, while up in the north, where

there is less moisture and less heat, the leaves
are fewer, the flowers more numerous and
the seeds very much more abundant, you will
realize that a plant acts very much as you
wotild with your intelligence. If you were

“stire that each seed you planted would pro-

duce a flower, you would only plant a few
seeds; but if you knew that there would be

‘a struggle for - existence among the " little

plants and that only a few out of many would

_come to perfettion, you- would plant many
seeds. Doubtless the plants are not intelli- .

gent, but they act very much as if they were.
A book on botany lies open on the table.

‘It is very scientific. It has words in it that
. 1o, one would dare to spell without looking -
_in the dictionary, and he might not be sure

of finding them there. - It contains a greater
s

but it cannot tell you why flowe

glowing colors may attra
while other




