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'ﬁ: ltlol'." only the cedar
8 Intact, but also the swords

ers stolen fro; “Eniglishp.
R m the Euglu.;hmen

dwbray did not know tlien
b official had curtly told Fugﬁtﬁ?
ed he was in grave peril of bBein .
ed on the nedrest tree if Jahangi,
reasou to complain of his breatmgut
e strangers. It was in wvain that
fat man pleaded the mperor's writ
structions, which were ambiguoys
inly, but which must be interpror,
is Majesty’s anxiety to secure th
l!nce of the two Feringhis at Agme
you interpret a King's: )
run the risk of mnkiugg aw}i‘}:fs
lation,” was the chilling respo,m'e
ateh Mohammed was  left al(.?,
¥ thanking the Prophet that he hzld
ibeyed his inclinations and slain th
ars when he learnt how they h 5
winked him, and !hiveri‘ng Will!h
lest, after all, Jahangir might fing
) to be displeased with him,
erefore, he groveled’ ‘befo ;
_and, like Prince Henr;’es 1;{1‘?1‘:-
g companion, wished “it 5
and all well.” o g
e mystery of the Emperor's gtii.
deepened when. - Walter lea:*l:é:j
Nur Mahal was, indeed, a ‘palace
il. HEven the weather-cock conr-
skilled in the art of ‘polite evasion
ot scruple to show his contempt for
ine influences at the best. -
haye seen many such -butterflies
ng in the sun,” he said scoffingly.
y ave very brilliant until the rain
‘or some hungry bird eats them,”
orders were o conduet: the Eng-
en and their followers to Rilkusha
 they would be in the midst of fa.
“surroundings, and it was Jahan-
wish to receive them that after-
When Mowbray . insisted .that
Pietro should come with -them the
was’ dubious at first,. but Walter
not yield the point, which was
tely conceded. As for.the others,
vere to bide in. their present camp
prrangements were made for their

&
box " with ity

d!” cried Roger, paying - some
bo this statement, “that will not he
tilda’s liking!” - :
e affairs come to the pass that
iay not be parted?” asked Walter,
y, his perplexities vanishing for
ment .as he pietured the Count-
itation when told she was to be
jted from her cavalier.
is-to me a matfer of no great
' was the reply, “but the poor
will surely miss me when the mule

a bit of road.” o
hy not bring-her with ns?’
e. . That j8 to .be thought of.
 are always more ways of killing
| than choking him wi’ butter.” .
you must marry the lady first,
‘At a pinch, Fra Pietro—"
e dewil fily off Wwith thee and thy

. ‘Who spoke of marrying? Thy

ies, - Walter, iz dry as the
ir a dmﬂ-lt." Foie G

swwhet I-have seen of the Coun-
fear that'marriage 7will be the
fueé " for her affilietion;
- the cross of Osmotherly!” cried
w, hotly, “if that be her malady
11 ail a leng time ere I gjve her
. ,  forsooth! If ever T
wife, which' 1 greatly doubt, I'll
op wi'’a lass from my.own.dales.
hat Matilda is ill-looking, or, for
patter, as skittish as some I have
nt may the Lord help any woeman
to Wensley afore my mother
“eye over her!” Rt

r, ‘then, her Ladyship must re-
here willy-nilly.” g
iton, more annoyed: than he cared
, drew his long neglected sword
jegan to' burnish it -affectionately.
pu hast a toad’s tongue at times,
e growled, breathing onm the steel
‘rubbing it to a fine sheen: : “The
d not troubled me a-whit hadst
jot spoken-of it, but, now I come
. over 'hygones, I am constrained
t that mayhap her Ladyship
Rve construed my actions ‘amiss.
n are oft prone to look thromgh a
(when the door is open al the
On my soul I fear to face her.
ing-dog' Jooks will hetray me and
pbraid me.. Go thou, Walter, and
tell her—" PR N,
pt- thou hast no mind te wed.
oger, that would ‘be ungallant,
ffhe loast ..o e
I 'her any. glib lie that.will get me
'way. Samson was half conguer-
n-it was known -wherein  his
lay, and my -only sure refuge’
t-if a-woman attacks. Poor Ma-
I wonld I had the heart to ap-
¥et I am not for matrimony,
arber can make a wig of a hide
But I vow you
ed me by your niceties. Drat
pg. 1 trust the bit of Latinity
y friar gave me yester _een
sense, else I'll mepe- for -a

| what was that, Roger?”-asked
, turning fo hide-a smije from
hful friend. - g
spoke to me of certain passages
ou and Nur Mabhal, as he built
jere on her power .despite. Jai
_story. Yet he sigher and said:
ento?  Mulier. Quid muliere?
L1t tickled my fancy to put the
to rthyme:—

[More fickle than wind

- Is woman’'s mind;

dore fickle th,n woman 1
Naught you'll find. 3

me! It fitted Nur Mabal all
but the cap seems -to sit awry
orn by my jolly and pleasant-
Countess. What! Would you
me, you dog, like a clown gap-
bugh a horse-collar? I'll wager,
l;unineu yours, you'd carry 2
owl."” A

my word, Roger, if you trumpet
y T must even believe that my
it is sore wounded. Why say
day to the Countess? ~Once we.
i on some new path I promise
 her on your behalf, and in such
| that any silly notions she may
oring shall vanish after a day's

you know not Matilda, She
ot miss her dinper for twenty
nd that is. what draws me to
| plague on all weddings, I say.
ar a woman and vex 4 ‘man,
he devil! *A nicething Noah did
|'world when he took nowt buf
fo the Ark. T ey
eless, though angered by his
iscovery, Sa'i‘xlxton' ‘was far ‘too
jured to steal' awa. vertly
geriial presence of the (gmmf
a.  He cudgeled his braing fo
me reasonable exeuse for bid-
farewell. ' Tinally he hit upon
dient that pleased him greatlys

i

" stones.
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and ‘chaséd tlre” ufwonted frown from’|the money ‘I ‘shall bring thee, be not of your ‘reception is due to the promu 3 e IRl 5 g g e ¥ S e Sk % R, RN o ” 1k
> g ! % your reception. ~prompt- | lin a second time, and she was sore that | pened, until Mowbray, harassed by evil |'could not h tt; th d
his ‘chotcin) face. surprised if I discharge the debt in like {ings of a higher' intelligence ‘than that | Mowbray looked towards her and bow- forebodings, resolved that furtheryix;nc‘- accurately. gl sttt s i

In view of the expected state visit to
X best gar-
ments, which, though soiled, were yet
free from rents, and never a finer man’
trod the iron earth of India than Roger
that day when, with his four-foot sword
clanking agaipst his thigh, he appmzhd-
ready, of course, rumor had been busy.
The perturbation of Fateh “Mohammed
and the haughty curling of Rajput mous-
the advent of
Jahangir's envoy told some _portiox_l of
the tale to the stealthy-eyed matives.
y Roger found the

Jahangir he had denned his

ed the Countess's camping-place.

taches wiiich followed

Gossip did the rest. T .
Countess all agog with joyous hope.

“Por gracia di Dios!” she cried, -clap-
“now that I see you
I know that what I

ping her hands,
wearing your sword k
have been told- is true.

“ 1. faith, Matilda, you 'are a rare
band at guessing sheep when you smell
roast mutton,” was his hearty greeting.
«'mig indeed true that some favoring
star hath moved the king -to deal with
Perchance 'tis ‘theh moon,

vhi i i rule ‘certain humans.
which is said to e e 24

us kindly.

But my news is stale.
leave of you.”
The Countess’s Tu

open air, a
ther pretty eyes. L
“To take ll,entv:‘ of ‘;;'-m ¢
coﬂ?\.':ev?l n;'; ?)omu{ ,Couni_:ess, you read
my words wrongly. Master "Mowbray
and I are bidden ride gbend to meet the
Emperor. That is all” =
“Youn will return ere mgh‘t? :
Roger stroked his chin with dquous
calculation. The act]ion enabled him to
i startled glance.
nvgidhalxl:: my doubtg,” he s.nvid,;and', not
so. sure now of the simplicity of -his er-
rand, wisely added not another word.
“Do you mean that you go on to Agra
and leave me here with—with Fateh
Mohammed . : gk
There was a directness, yet a 'veﬂed
inference, in the question that did not
escape him. . i
“Be reasonable, Matilda,” he pleaded.
“We go but to prepare the way, You
forget that Jahangir, for some reason
not known to any of us, is changing’ his
plans. From fire and murder he hath
turned ‘to clemency. It may be that
he thinks some quiet talk with Master
Mowbray may ‘clear the thorns from
is new path.”
]““Then‘ ?et Master Mowbray go to him,
and you bide here.”
“That cannot be.
trust.”
B tl ith all a woman’s
‘ountess, guletly, W
i(;ritating agssumpvtion of the truth wpen
2 man would soothe her with a plausible
le. - > S
tﬂlRoger, whose wit was keen enough
when lre encountered = opposition, was
helpless before this - passive - attitude.
Yet he blundered on, trusting to-luck “to
extricate him. - He' *fumbled with a
small package he took:from his breast,
and swayed from one.foot to the other,
losing’some of his gallant air in an at-
titude which reflected his mental stress.
“There's nowt to make sike a pother
about,” “ Fie growled. « “We ‘haste: to
Agra, .you follow more slowly, and that
is all there-is 'to it. But you are in sad
plight, Matilda, afte? thege weary. days
of travel, without a stitch of. your old
clothes,>#0 ‘to.-speak.. or; means..£o-huy.
new ones. *Now;-a-lady:of your condi-
tion should be garbed more. reputably.
Though T doubt npt Jahangir will treat

It would argue dis-

vou generomsly in his: altered mood; Iy

would not have yon wholly dependent on.
his tardy grace. I:have no money, but
here is ‘money’s worth. and it can never:
be put to better use than in purchasing
the wherewithal to adorn you.” . :

So saying, and thankful that the con-
cluding  sentence, ‘which he had con-
cocted” with -some cave, had Dot es-
caped his memory, he dropped Sher Af-
ghan's maghnificent . gold into her
lap, for the Countess was sitting on a
saddle uotside the temt. -, S

She bent forward, as if to.examine
the present, passing each of the fine
turquoise witht' which 'it. was. set me-
chanically through her: fingers. She man-

aged so well that her voice seemed to |

be under conmtrol, . TN,

“You are very kind and thoughtful,”
she said in a low tome. *“I.am, indeed,
wuch in need of repair.” :

“Gad! I would smite sorely the
who said ‘so. I spoke of the husk, nat of
the kernel.” ? 4iary SN

“And I shall walue the gift highly,”
she continped:, .« = ot L el

“Stick out for the last rupee. These
Agra goldsmiths are thiéves. - If, not
the whole, you might sell a portion.”’

Her head drooped a little more.

“They are beautiful links, well kait,
and of the best workmanship,” she said,
“and I have never before seen such-
‘Twould ‘be a pity to sunder
them. They will be pleasant to look
upon long after ‘the- fiimsy -silks -they |
would buy are faded and threadbare.”

Resignation, not to say hopelessness,
Wwis a new phase to ‘Sainton in woman’s
varying humors. 'Had the Countess di
Cabota stormed, or protested, or even
broken down utterly, Roger, though pro-
foundly uncomfortable, might have sur-
vived the ordeal. But the merry-eyed
lady was crushed. She who was wont
to toss her- curls so saucily when he
tried that excellent specific' of a thumb
in the ribs now sat before him with
bidden face. And  was  terrible

only in war, Let him*have his way he-

was easily swayed as a child; but-today
he was a child perplexed by a new
Dr?blem. : Sl : s

‘If you are not minded to use the
gaud in that way,” he growled hesitat-
ingly, “I must devise some other man-
Der of meeting your wants.”

I am greatly bgholden ‘to you,” she
murmured. « “Mayhap I may not see
you again, so, should -you succeed in
sending me some money, yet your mess-
enger bring a parchment, and I will
write af order on a certain house in
Loudpn for your repayment.” 3

This was unbearable. Roger stooped,
placed a great hand under her chin, and
raised her unresisting face. 8

5

His nn-
looked for action caused pent-up tears
to tremble in her eyeclashes, while there
Was '‘a suspicious quivering in the cor-
ner of her red Tips. . :

“Are you bent on plaguing me, Ma-
tilda, or is it that you truly betieve I am
seeking some pretense to go- away- un-
de‘r‘ a false flag?’ he demanded fiercely.

I cannot tell you, Roger. You know
best yourself. Why should I complain?.
I owe my life, and many days of happi-
hess, to you and to your good friend.

hether you go or stay may the Lord
Watch over you, and bring you safely to
that pleasant home in the North of
which you have so often spoken to me!
I think I haye seen it in my dreams,
and the notion pleases’ me."” Lo

She caught his hand and wonld have
Dressed it to her face, but he was too
quick for her. . Before she well knew
what wag h ning she was lifted to
ler feet, and Roger had kissed her |
heartily bn the lips. . . P e

“That is-a quittance for the chain,™

ddy cheeks paled be-

th the tan of long, exposure to the
ey and..a spasm of fear dilated

Mater miseri-

1 understand,” said the'

man |

fashion.” e o

Womanlike she  glanced  hasfily
aroupd, all aglow with sudden embar-
rassment, to learn if others had obsery-
ed his action. Certainly the ‘eyes ‘of
some of the Portuguese captives were
turned curiously towards them. Mak-
ing a tremendous effort, she laughed

gaily.. T :
+ “Your ?ngnsh leaye-taking is. yery
nice, ecut somewhat - unusual to our

ideas,” she cried, ‘“Nevertheless, I -am
glad to have your promise. to return.” .

- gwear it, by the cross-of Osmoth-
erly!”” vowed Roger, and with this
mighty oath the Countess was satisfied
though, as a good Catholic, she might
have been surprised if she knew that
the giant’s favorite -expletive ~only re-
ferred to a crossroad on the summit of
a Yorkshire hill, where King Oswald is
supposed to lie buried by the side of his
mother, whence the name Osmotherly:
“Qgwald-by-his-mother-lay.”

There was some dubiety. among the
remaining Europeans when they _saw
the Englishmen ride off'wnh Fra P:et!-o
and the Rajputs. So might sheep feelin
a wolf-infested land, if the shepherds
and dogs were withdrawn, §

“What is to become of us,” they ask-
ed, “and why have our protectors taken
the friar along?”

But -the Countess bade them be of
good  cheer. . 3 s

“They will come back,” she said calm-
ly. “They have promised; and those
men never say what they do not mean.”

Yet one of the pair reflected ruefully,
as he jogged towards Agra, that hé had
said a good deal more than he meant to
say. Mowbray,- noting his comrade’s
introspective mood, forbore to gquestion
him as to his farewell interview with
the Countess, and Roger quaked at the
thought of putting into words his. re-
collections of the scene. So Walter
chatted with Fra Pietro, seeking that
grave counselor’s views as to the poss-
ible motives which inspired Jahangir’s
remarkable volte-face. 3
“To reach the Garden of Heart's De-
light the “cavaleade crossed a ford. of
the Jumna and followed a. road along
the left bank of the river. Thus, .tl!ey
passed close to- the royal palace, being
separated from it only by the width qf
the stream: - Its lofty red sandstone
walls, high piled towers and threaten-
ing battlements, topped by the exquisite
spires and minarets of the white marble
buildings - within, made a resplendent
and awe-<inspiring :picture in the wivid
sunlight. Dominating the cluster of .re-
gal - apartments on the river face was
the superb. Diwan-i-Khas, or  Hall A(_:f
Private Audience, which stands to this
day “a miracle of beauty.” Mowbray
'knew it well, Behind /its inlaid walls
lay  the garden in which Akbar chaf-
fered. with the ladies at the fair, and on
the south side was the broad .terrace
whence 'Roger heaved the great stone
onto ‘the tiger. ‘e S s
* ‘Standing boldly out in the angle form-
ed by :the Diwan-i-Khas and the ter--
race: was the Golden Pavilion, so called
Because ° of its: roof of gilded copper,’
and nestling close to this glittering apex
.of the zenana was the fairy-like Jas-
‘miné - Tower. - No strange  eyes, might
dare to’ rest on that imperial sanctuary
sive fromra distance. - Yet.:Mowbray,
from description oft repeated, could . tell
the Francisean some of its glorigs; how.
the: marble pavement of. its inner, court
frepresented a pachisi-board, on.awhieh,
'the Sultars '#nd her :ladies:played a

lattice-work 'of the window sereens was
cut out of solid slabs of msarble; how
trailing:devices of flowers.ang fruit were
‘fashioned 'in pietra dura with earnelians,
agate, turquoises, -and : all manner of
bright  colored or sparkling gems; how,
fountains made music - where marble baths.
were-sunk in. the. floor, . while! the drip-:
Dping naiads who emerged from- the cool
depths might survey their charms in the

Mirrors, wherein a cascade of rippling.
water fell over a tiny terrace artificially
Tlighted with colored lamps.. These and
other marvels did he pour into Fra Pie-
tro’s ears: until: the friar piously ‘cross-
‘ed himself and said with a smile:— .

“Yet a little 'while' and’ these glories
shall be forgotten. ‘Then shall the dust
return to the earth as it was; and:the
;?'u;l’t shall return unto God who gave

“But ‘you will grant, good brother,
that m man only lives once on earth, and
it would be scarce credible, did we not
know it, that with all onr Western wit
‘we have naught in London or Paris to
mateh the skill of these barbarians,”
cried Walter. .~ ' | :
“I have seen in old Rome the crumb-
ling fragments of palaces for which the
 proudest hall in Agra might serve as an
ante-chamber. Brethren, more travel-
ed than I, and learned men withal, have
told me of the still more wondrous works
of ‘ancient. Greece and forgotten Baby-|
lon. Of what avail are the vain efforts
of man! ‘Lord;"a day in Thy courts is
better than a thousand. Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but Thy word
shall not pass away.'” o :

Though the friar spoke Latin when
he quoted the Bible, Walter followed his
thought closely. . Here was.a man, whol-
ly unmoved by the pomp and vanity of
the world. ra Pietro paid more heed
to.a budding shrub as a manifest.sign
of the Creator than to all the transient
splendor of the Mogul ‘capital, . Yet he
was one who seldom mixed religion with
‘his‘conversation, and it is‘reasonable to
suppose that his utterances wounld have,
taken g less abstract,form had he known
that the bright eyes of Nur Mahal were
even then fixed intently on the cavaleade

over the Water Gate of the palace.
Perchance the subtle mesmerism of her
glance was more potent y_jth his gentle
spirit than with ‘the hardier soul of the
young Englishman, for his sedate mule
had not gone many paces by the side of
Walter's mettlesome Arab ere he spoke
s Yo
“Forgive me, fr;:nd,’ he- g::llld, le» I
roke in on your discourse with solemn.
reﬂections. -One must -be boorish,- in-
deed, to deny a just meed of pniae‘ to
the designers and builders of yonder su-
perb pile. Tell me, as you seem-to
know its ways so well, in ‘what ,t,ula,!fter
does Nur Mahal probably dwell?” -
“here!” and = Mowbray  pointed
straight towards the Water Gate. =
“Ah! That is the very heart of the
fortress. It will be difficult to reach
” - ¥
“Difficult indeed, dangerous for a na-
tive and wholly impossible fgr a Euro-
pean. But why do you ask?” s
The Franciscan’s remark took the
hearers by surprise, and ‘Roger, who
listened silently to their talk, smiled ford
the first time ‘during five hours. Ry
. “‘Hola, - my- chueck,” he muttered to
himself, “now it is thy turn to be roast-
ed while a- woman-turns. the spit.”
“I think she is the fons et origo of all*
Htliat has océurred,” said the ‘friar:
“Whether exalted or lowly, such arwe:1
‘man will ever be the yeast:in the leaven
of wman like Jahangir. He may ueither
‘believe mor admit. that this is se, yet I

clever ‘game with shiells; how the Jovely |

Shish’ Mahal, or Room: of a Thousand:|

1 and''tis & man’s privilege to protect the

from the recess of a small. apartment |

with which the Emperor is. endowed.”
& pgl)li:;;nm hges!;‘:mnli;i if :Nur Mahal

- -ibspiration,” answered
Mowbiay, donscious that Rogei"s;'eeye
was cofked at him. - “But' remember
there is a chance that my arch-enemy,
Dom -Geronimo, may have survived the
Emperor’s “edict agaiust the Christians.
_In: the KBast one perforce looks for
gn&le, .abd. 1 fear t the -smooth seem-
ing of Jahangir's actions may prove a
sngre for our undoing. 1 account in
that way for the desire to separate us
from the otheps. 1t is idle to say that
this great city could not house us with-
out. preparation.. ‘And now yon have
my secret mind as to your presence here.
1f ,.h}mugir means evil, Roger and I,
knowing his methods, may defeat him.
Assuredly you are safer with us than
with the poor souls who remain in Fateh
Mohammed’s custody.”

Then Roger swore. so violently that

Kra Pietro turned and looked at the
fort again. TR ’
. By all the fiends!” he roared, “why
sion’ of ox-like stubbornness which sud-
as thou callest it, earlier? Here have I
left Matilda with yon spawn of Old
Nick, and kept .her content only by a
"pledge to retnrn with proper haste.”

“Roger, ‘Roger, never before hast
thou addressed me with such unreason-
ing heat, Who asked thee, this morn-
ing, to bring the lady with us? Who
asked -me to, make thy excuses to her?
What >of my dry humor, my - toad’s
tongue? Who was it that grinned like
a clown through a horse-collar because
he would not lie glibly enough to snit
thy- purpose?’.

Sainton gulped down his wrath, but
Mowbray was disturbed by the expres-
sioin.of ‘ox-like stubbornness hich snd-
denly clouded his face. Roger, wearing
such aspect, was hard to control. v

“I mun go back,” he said. “Look for
me ere midnight, Walter.”, (i

Without another word of explanation
he ‘bared- his -sword ‘and. wheeled  his
powerful horse.

“Make way, there!” he bellowed. “Qut
of my path, swine! Qdickly, ye sons of
pigs, I am:not to-be-stayed!”

Thinking the Hathi-sahib had gone
mad the troopers who rode with Jahan-
gir's' emissary. scattered right and left..
Mowbray,’ though vexed by the unto-
ward ‘ incident, promptly endeavored to
rob it-of grave significance by ‘ordering
half- a dozen ‘of his own Rajputs to
follow - Sainton-sahib and bhelp him - if
| mecessary. ;.

Before the nawab-who headed their
escort -realized - what. was happen-
ing, Roger- ‘had vanished. ..The  last.
glimpse -Mowbray obtained ‘of his gi-
gantic countryman - was: when  Sainton,
sitting bolt upright on his charger and
 holding ‘his- sword -aloft like .a steel
toreh, disappeared’in the“cloud of dust
.created by the: passage-of:shimself. and.
iy small’ troop-. VAN RN
‘Now, thé high-placed official was vast-
ly offended by Roger’s rude and peremp-
tory words, and some little time elapsed
before Mowbray’s apologies, couched in
‘the ‘most polite Persian, - were accepted.:
There was nothing for if but to credit
the  €olossus with ‘a touch of. the sun,
‘and add-thereto a hint of his passionate:
‘attachment for thé ‘buxom Countess:
“Even ‘then Waltet’s. difficulties were
not. - exhausted;: - ~Fra, Pietro, . speaking
very firmly, said.that his place was with

 his people, -and: he. would - be. glad ﬁ
{somie -arsangement - were -made . 2
.hie could”returtt to them. = B
‘“It is'riot - to "be thought of,” wa
Mowbray’s instant answer. - ‘“Not only
will Roger create dificulty :enough ‘when
e encounters Fateh! Mohammed, z?t_mld A
the latter oppose: the ‘departure. of the’
Countess, but [ look to you to champien
thie cause of the other: captives at- our
Jmeeting ‘witl’ Jaohangir. A woman may.
‘account for my comrade’s absence. Sueh-
excuse will not avail you.”: £y
The ' friar -bowed* meekly. :
“I would not burthen you with fresh:
«cares,” he said, “but I cannot save my
own life ‘and leave my flock to perish.
Neverthelgss, if it be best in your judg-
ment, I will'go” with you into the Em- !
peror’s presence.” - . . S
Mowbray's resolute features ~must
‘have shown the irritation which master-
ed him, for the Franciscan added:—
“Be not angered with your friend, He
‘hath a heart of a size to match his body,

| weaker sex. ‘From the beginning of
creation God made them ‘male and fe-
male,'” o N M

“Believe me, brother, I am® mostly
concerned ‘about my own' lack of .fore-
sight in this matter. Thank Heaven
‘there is no woman-here for whose sake.
1:should be cqm‘)elled to act, it may: be,
even more- hastily than Roger!” .. =
.."Did you not tell me that Nur Mahal
inhabits that portion of the zenana situ-
ate .over the Water Gate?” ; :

“Yes; what .if she does?”
_f‘Whlle.Master Sainton was venting
hig ire I chanced to turn my eyes. that
way. A white scarf fluttered for an
instant high above the gate. Ah! there
it is again!” Take heed lest some of the
others follow your glance! You are not
prone to rash vows, friend, yet I am
much mistaken if there be not a- woman
in Agra who shall perplex you sorely
ere many hours have passed.” . -
- And, indeed, Walter- did:see ‘a:whirl'
of muslin tremble in the air like a tiny
clond from one of the many small win-
dows ‘which pierced the frowning ‘bat-
tlements. :

- CHAPTER XVH." ‘
“Under which King, Bezonian? Spesk,

or diel ; :
—King Henry IV, Pt. IT, Act 5; Sc. 8.
When a woman’s head governs her
heart she is to be feared; and that is
why Providence, meaning her to be lov-
ed,  ordained that, for the most. part,
her heart should govern her head. 1In
the rarer descriptions of the human clay
a woman unites in herself romance and
the eritical faculty, as though the Mas-
ter delighted in blending Aphrodite with
Athene. ] ;
Nur ‘Mahal, -true daughter of the. gods,
was such a one. Gifted with the intel-
ligence and cold intelleet of an empire-
ruler she seldom -yielded to the divine
femininity which was her birthright. It
was an impulse of sheer emotion which
led her to betray .her joy by 4 signal
whems she distinguished Mowbray in the
midst of the troop of horse. Not un-
naturally, she interpreted the sudden
hait eaused by  Roger’s anxiety anent
the Conutess as arising from Mowbray’s
tish to let her know that he had seen
the 'ﬂutterinf scarf and rightly guessed
its owner. I1f so, his action was an in-
discretion. - Wheo could tell 'hqw many
pairs of eyes were’ watching him from
hidden chamber or open battléments?
The departure of Sainton in such furi-
ous haste puzzled her exceedingly, but
she was reassured when Mowbray turn-
ed his horse’s head again towards Dil-
‘kusha. She knew now that the brown-
robed stranger who rode 80 neit 'to Him
wiis 'not only, the friend, spoken of by
Jai Singh,” for ‘whom the Englishmadn ]
ad" dared so greatly, but that he, too,
had observed her tokén. 86 she' ven-

 journey up-country.  But anxiety is-a
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fection reached by the
weaver's art, musiin was fashioned of
;wam:e so delicale that a turban or
rdle, if : tpread . ou¢, would sink gently,
with surprising slowness, to the ground.
Nur Mahgl, thommpover}sﬂed, still
‘retained her wa , and-"this scarf
was one of the lightest and most beauti-
ful in her possession. Nevertheless, a
flaming torch thrust'into an oil-soaked
beacon could not have kindled a tocsin
fire of more furious significance than
those floating folds. Aware of her en-
vironment she, having hastily adjudged
Mowbray guilty of imprudence, should
have been prudent herself. But prud-
ence is a negative quality seldom allied
with the. maguetic. powers which sway
men, and Nur Mahal was bold in either
love or hate. Moreover, she. despised
her enemies. .
. So it came to pass that the Emperor
pleaded fatigne when Mowbray and Fra
Pietro rode to the palace that afternoon,
and they returned to the Garden of
Heart’s Delight more perplexed than
ever by Jahangir's inscrutable attitude,
Of Jai Singh they eould glean no 'tid-
ings. AH the servant§'in the late Di-
wan's residence’ were newcomers and
Mahommedans, to whor the old Rgjput
was unknown. His féllow-clansmen of
the escort had' no' later -intelligence ‘of
his' movements  than ‘Walter ' himself,
who, ‘though restored! to familiar sur-
roundings, was. nevertheless in the po-
gition of a traveler/returned to a place
whence the well-known landmarks have
been effaced, ' v 4 -

Fra Pietro, in his placid way, admired
the beauty of :the garden, the elegance
of ‘the building; the wealth of roses and
flowering plants. ‘which .adorned each
lovely vista, and-then settled down to
read his breviary by the waning light.

*“It is a salutary.practice,” said he
quietly, ‘““to turn one’s thoughts-heaven-
ward when the world grows dark,” and
indeed, Walter, confused by a hundred
conflicting issues, found -himself regret-
ting the lack of spirituality in his soul
which rendered-such solace unattainable
in . the present. stress of events. -

For ‘never was man more mystified.
Clemency, even -from, a Mogul ruler,
was -not - altogether-‘a: vain thing to ex-
pect. But why had Jahangir’s: grace
taken such form?.. If the -Huropeans
were to be well reeeived, why had the
Emperor denied them admission to the
fort. under a trumpery excuse, after
baving expressed a wish to see them at
once? Where was Jai Singh? Evi-
dently Nur Mahal, assuming if was she
who signalled from the tower, had “de-
finite news of théir coming, amnd  ft
was: most unlikely that she ‘¢ould be z0
‘aggcurately  informed save through the
medium of her devoted adherent.
mad ‘adventure was Roger engaged. in
that he was not comg ere sunset, for he

such was the

‘tire Countess's 'delp Tt
to 'permit arrival at® Dilkusha “before
night fell? Yet the shadows cast by the
cypress” trees were- fast merging  with
the sombee pall spreading over 'the land,’
and not ‘a“sound of Fingling mule bells
‘or clanking steel came“to the anxious lis-
tener’s ears: W bR 0 3
Darkness: fell with ~the phenomenal
rapidity of the wvast Indian plain. The
sky was overcast. . The winter .rains
were long due,:andgheavy clouds were
/massed aloft ready to break when fhe
first eold wind 'swepf down from .the
Himalayas.  -But wingd, - as.‘Fra
Pietro would have it, was only surpass-
‘ed in fickleness by wdman,.and it chese
now to linger in tha:icy; solitudes of
the awfal hills rather;than seek the pas-
ture lands awaiting i¢s. earess. Hene
the atmosphere was oppressive, stirred.
only by languorous: zephyrs ' from- the
southwest, and the silence of the garden
‘wag such that the s%qpn,u’ perching of a
bird or the -rustle of a mongoose in the
‘undergrowth were sounds of import, de-
: ing. watchful eyes and strained
Towbray and the friar were lodged in
that part of the building which over-
lug_te’d. the baraduri, ‘or Summer-house.
As frail man, whether warrior or sainf,’
must eat, the pair partook of a well
served meal. -Other things: being equal
the repast would baye provided a grate-
ful change from the'lard fare of:the

poor sauce, and they ate rather because
they must than -because they chose. And
now, even the Frantiscan put aside for
the hour his indifference to matters mun-
dane. - S B S

“Our Roger' is belated; I fear,”
he said. “‘Unleéss he cometh soon I shall
offer a_prayer in his behalf to St. James,
the' ':x't,ecinl patron of all who travel by

night. Sk
- *If the result be guaranteed, 'brother‘:

your list of heavenly advocates: include
oné noted for his wise counsel; ask him
to guide our-steps aright wlen next we
leave this bewitched - abode. In my
childhood I was told that the little peo-
ple who dwell under the green knolls on
the hillsides always lead those mortals
who fall into their power to scenes of
fairy ' beauty. this garden is
planined for like sorcery. I first entered
it a simpleé trader, but ever since that
day my brains have been clouded and
m&y feet meshied in. hidden ‘snares.”

" Walter spoke bitterly, else he would
not have even hinted at his disbelief in
the efficacy of the -apostolic protection.
There never was man of humbler spirit
up the cud-

companion

seem E:
and Salome. -, irs o : ‘

“Blame not the Garden of Fden be-
cause it -held a “snake,” said he.
“Whether in gardem*or desert the Lord
will listen to my “petition, and grant it
the more readily; should it be for ‘the
good of my soul, if it be .carried to the
foot of tlhie throne by a. holy sponsor
like St. James. . His mother, some com-
mentators hold, was sister to the Bless-

martyrdom. He is ever portrayed with
the gourd, shell, staff, and cap of a
traveler, and it is- only reasonablg to
suppose that such a pillar of the ‘Church
should be in special favor in that eternal
garden where he is Teceiving the reward
of his earthly sufferings.””

The - friar's outburst, delivered with
much fervor, aroused Mowbray to some
sense of his involuntary' error. .

. %1 ‘eseech” your- pardon; good Brother-
Peter,” he ‘eried. “Not for a moment
would I dare to disparage St. James.
Forget my heedless words. My faith,
was it not one named after him who
packed me neck and erop into such wan-
derings. as have not been endured by
many of my generation, unless it be
those few countrymen of . mine . who

ins and Grenville? . “Assuredly, it would
ill become me to question the potency of
a James, whether Saint or King, where
trayelers were concérned.”

_Perhaps he had. phrased his apology
better were lé less ‘preoccupied
Franciscan, watching him, sighed and
murmured :— ot Al
“Gratiam tuam  quaesmus, Domine,
mentibus nostris infumde!”
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on was Dot fo be undured. He mar-
shaled his Rajputs, of whom there were

who would fide to Fateh Mohammed’s
camp and bring news. He would see to
in that they were allowed 'to depart
from Dilkusha, and thenceforth they
were ‘not to draw rein: until they reach-
ed the camp, which they were to enter
by such means as.seemed best to them.
If Sainton-sahib were there they must
return with utmost speed, one or all,
as soon as they had gleaned some ex-
planation of the sahib’s detention. -

Each man was willing, so he selected

three, and one other, whom he commis-
sioned to search tige bazaar and inquire
in likely quarters for tidings of Jai
Singh.
- There was some difficulty at the gate;
but Mowbray’s determined ‘air, no less
than the truculent attitude of his men,
whose belief in him was unbounded,
soon quelled the seruples of the door-
keeper, and the four clattered out into
the night. It was now-ten o’clock, and,
in Walter’s opinion, nothing short of
force had kept Roger from joining him
within the preceding five hours. He
deemed it wise to guard the gate on his
own. aecount, so he selected the oldest
Rajput, one Devi Pershad, to act as
lieutenant, - while he split: up- the we-
mainder of his. small force into three
watches.

He gave striet orders that thenceforth,
until daybreak. none should enter por
leave the compound without his- knowl-
edge and sanétior, and he faucied that
the Musulman- durwan, thus deposed
from his duties, smiled maliciously
when he heard the lordly stranger im-
posing his will on those who maintain-
ed the dwelling for Jahangir. 4

Instantly the man was put to the
test. Ere he’ could banish the smile
from his face, Mowbray grasped him'
by the neck, and Devi Pershad held a
lantern -close to his eyes while his mas-
ter bared Sher Afghan’s dagger.
‘““‘How now, dog!” cried Walter.
“Wouldst thou dare to question my com-
mands?’ :

The door-keeper’s knees yielded. Here
was_one who read his thoughts.

“Not so, protector of the poor,” he
gasped, “but many have come within
the hour, and there may be others.” .~

“Many, sayst thou? There are not
twenty servants in the house ‘all told,”
and he shook. the fellow till his, teeth
rattled.

“] am a poor man, sahib—and I do
as T am hid. Those who-.come: with a
sign—I admit,”. was’ the stuttering an-
swer. 2 .
“Some tap once and ecry sufed-kira
(death watcl); others tap thrice and
say Jai (victory), and it was my hukum
to admit both witliout question.’” .

If the trembling wretch’s confession
‘needed evidence it was fittingly supplied.
From without came three slight knocks
and a voice:—

‘_"}’,V-ithin there, brother. The word is

. ' Mowbray released the durwan, sheath-
ed his dagger and drew his sword. He
‘motioned to' the door.- ;

““Open, and act as thou wouldst have
‘done were I not here,” he muttered. He
‘and Devi Pershad, with the Rajputs of
‘the first: guard, hastened into the dark
interior of the lodge while the man un-
bound the gate. There entered a very

empty water-bag of goatskin, and 3§
veiled woman whose simple garb showed
that she was of the same. caste, in all
probabilitys his wife. .~ { 1 ¥

‘But why had such a pair used a pass:
word, and why were two different pass-
words'in vogue at all that night? Here
was ‘a minor-riddle of which''a sword-
point might find the key. .

rier.. The woman uttered a slight cry
of alarm, but seemed to regain instant

so taken aback- by the sight of: the
gleaming ‘blade with which the English-
‘man enforced his stern demland for in-
formation that he uttered not a word.
His jaw fell and he gazed up at Wal-
ter in.dumb fear, - v P
Somehow, .when the rays of the lan-
tern revealed his features, Mowbray
thought he knew the man. Suddenly,
recollection came. This was the palace
servant who warned hifa and. Roger
against Jahangir's malice on the day of
the wild beast combats. o
But, whatever form Mowhray’s ques-
tions might have taken, all such specu-
lations were driven from: his brain, and
he releaséd the bhisti in blank amaze-
ment, svhen a well-remembered . voice
murmured sweetly:— :
“Harm him not, Walter. He ig a
humble well-wisher ' who escorted me
hither.” ‘ - A &
It was Nur Mahal who spoke. Never
before had she addressed him’ by his
Christian name, the sound of which she
must have learned owinﬁ to Roger’s fre-
quent use of  it. Clearly, she had ac-

quired its facile. pronunciation by much
private endeavor, for his own mother
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‘Walter
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control of herself. The poor bhisti was o

|| investments,.” Well, we-
.| that. Anything for the sake of
‘| with just a passing expression of en

.= Andiwhat was he to say, or do?
Phough'' it was always a likely thing
Lthat Nur Mahal, knowing he was in
Agra, would endeavor toreach him, now
that shie' was actually here how should
he shape his course to avoid the com-
plications sure to result if her visit came
to Jahangir's ears? It is not to be won-
dered at if his brain whirled with jost-
ling thoughts, nor that her presence
should obscure for the nonce the vital
pass-words, whode mere ‘choice showed
that they represented the rival factions
of Mahomedans and Hindus.

“I see that yon are not to be taken
by surprise, let- these plan who will,”
she  whispered, and she laughed musical-
ly, with a certain froliesome lightness
long absent from her manner. Was the
winsomeé maid of the Garden of Heart's
Delight re-born amidst ' the . sorrows
which encompassed her? Was her rap-
id descent from high estate the -means
of her regeneration, se¢ing thai content
oft arrives by the door through which
ambition departs? ~ Who could
‘Certainly not Mowbray, to whose griev-
ous load of cares her presence added no
inconsiderable charge.

But, if the man were flurried, the
woman was not: ‘She threw back Ler
veil, being even disdainful of the ordi-
nance that women of rank and beauty
should hide tlieir faces from the com-
mon ken, - 'y } :

“fhank you, good fellow,” ‘she said-
to the bhisti. ““(Get-you back to the fort
speedily,” and Temember that these ‘who
serve me without words  shall be paid
ten times more than' those: who  talk.
Ah!’ she continued, turning to the won-
dering Rajputs -who, of course, recog-
nized her as soon as tlhie light illumined
her animated features, “Jai Singh told
me youswere;: faithful to your salt. 1t
could not be otherwise with gnen from
Rajputana, yet such fidelity is worthy
of reward. It shall not be long de-
hayed.”

The coarse llnen sari of the water-
carrier's wife had fallen from her head
and shoulders and even the flickering
glimmer.of the oil lamp.revealed the fact
that Nur Mahal was attired with uncom-
mon- splendor. She not only looked. but
spoke like a, queen, amd her \way of
addressing the poor retainers ‘at .the
gate was as gracious and dighified. as if
they were court nobles.

“Have you brotight no other retinue?”
asked Walter, at a loss for more perti-
nent question before s6 many inguisitive
ears. . St ¥

She laughed again, and the silvery

concerting. . = y ‘

“All in good time,” she said. “Let us
go to the house, but first inquire, if you
do not know, who have preceded me.
Then I shail tell -you who will come
after.” : #

Amidst the chaos of his ideas Mow-
bray was conscious that Nur Mahal was
rendering him one invaluable service.
She brought with her certainty where
all was void.. Her words, her air, betok-
ened a fixed purpose. For all he knew
he might be a pawn or a king in the
game she was playing, but, until he was

move as she directéd. 'Then, being a
free agent, he might become erratic.
The doorkeeper, brought ‘to the do-
main~of dry figures, whittled down his
earlier. statement’as to the number of
strange visitors-he had admitted. There
were two Mahemedans, using the sig-

while no less than eight Hindus; ex-
cluding’ Nur: Mahal (herself .a- Mahome-

Grand Vizier. gl : i
“Whither have they gone? Are. they

bray. e
"‘yEno‘ugh said,” 'was Nur Mahal's la-
conic ‘interruption. “‘Come with me. I

will explain.”
*8he' led him

sses. When he would- have. spoken
she icaught his arm.

told you ‘arc. lodged in the Peacock
Room." Let us converse there in priy-
acy.” : T
“You know so much,” he murmured;
“that perchance you can tell me wha
has befallen Roger Sainton?”’ o
She stopped. ; .
- “Why did he leave you?” she asked.

~(To be continned.), ' . = *

tioned to the' Colonist that in his
to :the United. States government

has mentioned the crew of the Quadra
as entitled to Tecognition of some b
This is  fitfing, :

usunally .recoBnize . in. some way  efforts
made by people of amother country to

dster. It is a very proper phase of in.
ternational relations.” -But- the Colonist;
which was prompt to speak of the sea-
manship and pluck displayed by the crew
of the Quadra, can see 1o’
confusing what they did with what Mrs.
Paterson did. The 'Quadra did mething
out of the ordingry. Sailors in all parts
of the world are doing all the time deeds
quite ‘as risky as those required to get
the crew of the Colomba a , #nd we
have yet: to hear that the res: _erew
in this instance regard themselves as hav-
ing done anything spi

first to admit it. . : g :
It ‘appears that all our ev’enihg‘ coa-
temporary meant in speakin

terest in connection with the Seymour.
Narrows’ bridge was that some people,

‘| who were interested in other places than

Victoria, have made fortunés out of their
will: let it go at.
harmony,

of the lucky people referred to, - & .

In regard to the possibility of a coal
shortage in Victoria, which seems, when
analyzed, to depend upon .several condi-
tions.mot likely to be realized at the same

1 time, what’s the matter with going down

to the. beach and.gathering drift wood?
The people of this good city need mnot
lie awake nights wondering what . they
will do for fuel. There is plenty of it
within easy reach; but if we @id nothave

| a little fuel scare we would not be up to

date. :

tell? | o

note of her mirth-was pleasant if dis-|

‘further enlightened, it was advisable to |

nificant counter sign “Death Watch,™

dan), wete. of the:r*Vietory” .party.: He.
kaew none.” - His ‘orders were from the

secreted in the house?’ demanded Mow- B

into- the avenue of .cy- |

“Not' here!” she whispered. “T am

Unifed States Consul Smith has men-

P
o re-
gard to the wreck of the ship Colomba he.
oreign governments |

rescue their subjects or citizens from dig- |

ason for |

, ecially heroic.. Mrs. {
@ | Paterson’s case -is- quite different, amnd
v § | the seamen of the Quadra“would be the
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3 - Vegetables
‘Lettuce (hot house) per crate....
Beets, per: sackl i, iaalil,. $

Carrots, per sack
CAbDOEE, CDEE 1D ay .y e este
Cauliflowers, per doz. ..
Silverskin onions, per ib
Potatoes, per sack ...
Potatoes, ge}- ton ‘...

Garlic,  periiy. ", L.
Sweet . Potatoes, per Ib..
Turnips, -per sack

Flour, . Hungarlan,
Royal Household, per b
Flouz, Hungirian, Lake of thi
Woods, Five Roses, per
Flour. Hunwarian, Moffet's Best,
Calgary Hungarian, per dbl. ....
Flour.  pastry, Mofiet's Drifted
oW, . per BBL Li.. .l dseens
Ameﬂca hi Mo
3 n -wheat, ton: .. 4
Manitoba feed val?:a% per toi:f.
Oats, Manitoba, per ton......
guq,‘ ,'lsxﬂ:g, ,ger ton et
 Sweet potatoth. ber Ih.

e

per sack: ..

Barley,” Isiand, per to
ton ... .se

v wntFrult
Banpanas, per bunch
Lemaons, per box .,..
Oranges, navel, per bhox. %
Ordnges, Japanese, per box......
Apples, local, per box.
Crab "Apples, per box
< S A S Peedt

Veal, per th. ...l
PO!k, B VRS o N R
Tongues, per b, ......

veessencesn

“Wreseane

v oIS
Mutton. per 1b,
Amerlcanpha &
Bacon. roll BN e o
Amierican bacon, per 1b. b ¥
— o . e
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200, WL 4 to:_the slative As-
,sﬁbly of the Province of M(zomxs

it at its next session, for an Act to.con-
solidate the leaseholds, placer mining
‘claims, and other mining p
b]v the applicants situate on
Slough Creek and ng}am Creek,
District, into one holding; a
said hereditaments howsoever held may be
converted into an estate of freehold or of
such lesser estate, and for such considera-
tion er rent as the slature may think
groper; and that the title of the gpnceu, ;
De' confirmed. And authorizing the fm
in-fee to the 'dplpllcuntgjpt thre &aid here- ?
d of such mining and mineral -

with. power
diteh or flume from some ;
on Jack of Clubs Lake to a t or peints
at or neaer all or of the said
on Willow River, Wi s Creek or Slough
Creek, and the exclusive rignt to all min-
ing. mineral lands, veins and lodes through
which the tunmel, ditch, or lume may pass,
not lawfully held at the date of this notice.
d in addition to the rights, powers and
privileges conferred by Section 81 of ‘the
“Placer Mining Act,”” to levy and collect’
toﬂgﬂ?n ma(.’l;‘gmds ben%ﬂted gyﬂgxg mht 153
or, umes, and gen 0 enter.
on Crown and other lands and eonctmeg.
such tunnels, flumes and ditches as may be:
necessary for working the applicants’ prop-
ert{. and with such other necessary or,
incidental powers and privileges as ma;
conducive to the. attainment of the above
ny of them,
LGXTON.
‘Solicitor for the Applicants.
20th day of December, 1908.
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. NOTICE is hereby given that I intend
to apply to. the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works for a
purposes, of the following described "area,
‘situate at the head of Rivers Inlet, Coast
District. 2

Commencing at a post marked N.& W.
‘Corner, placed about -ten chains north of
the rmanent site established to denote
the limit for fishing with seines; thence
south twenty chains; thence east twenty
chains; thence north twenty chains; thence
west .twenty chains to the place of com-
mencement, and embracing aeres more
or jess and sea, and land covered by the

sea. :
ARTHUR HOLMES.

3 8. 120 chqns,uE. 40 chnlng to place of com-

Victorfa, December 24th, 1906.
Claim No..1..—Notice .is hereby given that
30 days after date I intend to agpw to the
Hon.  Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works for license to cut and carry awaav
timber from the following described land,
located west bf the Capilano river, in New
Westminster, District: Commenc! at a
post planted 8 .W. corner of lot 1123, N.
}g chaing, B 40 chains, N. 80 chai Ww.
chains, 8. 80 chains, E 40
place of commencement.
V.. C. €. M. C0:
Claim 'No. 2—Commencing at the 8. W.
corner of Claim No. I, In.%V'N S0 chains,
E. chains, N. 40 chalns, . 80 chains,

NOTICE {s hereby xzeven tnat 60 says./
from date we intend to apply to the Hon.
The Chief Commissioner of. Lands and
Works for permission .to lease the fore-
shore of the following described land situ-
ated on the north shore of Skeena River

- | fronting lot (11) eleven, block (1) one, range

3, Coast District, for wharf Hullding pur-

ISes.
64 JAf'®  WOBL

. gy EL1. ADANS.
.Port Essington, B.C.,, Bece 15, 1906,

YoiC

. C. C. M, €O
" 3.—Commencing at

Claim No. a post
planted- at the N. W. corner, running E.
40 chains; N. 80 chains, W. 80 chains, S. 80
chains, E. 40 chalns to place of commence.

ment, ¢ A
VANCOUVER CLEAR CEDAR MILL CO.
Sonkey Brand Scep makes copper liks
gold, tin like silver, crockery like merble, . |
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