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uality.

frequently in the past given its services
gratuitously in aid of any charitable un-
deriaking, and it mwet not be. forgotten
that the ciiizens are indebita . Jand
for many delightful free concerts at Bea-
con Hill park: In view of this and the
worthy cause for which the band is now
performing, it would be well for the pub-
lic to show its appreciation of the band’s
efforts in the strongest possible manner—
by crowding the drill hall to the limit of
its capacity. It is to be hoped that the
attendance this evening I be a record
breaker, in order that the sum realized
may be of a substantial nature. The
price of admission is a mere trifle, and
no one sllgguld llmve an ebx.ﬂllg% for stayi;ls
away. e selections, both instrumen Ak
and voeal, are sacred, and a glance at the The Stave Lake Power proposed mediation in South Africa. An-
visions ¢s Well s Money— | sambers @ the programpe el revesl . Scheme Accepted. other report was that he was coming to
's Gift what ‘a treat is in store for those who \ urge his own appointment to the post
Strathcona’s Ui ;.-‘t:tend. l’}.l‘he presence of such singers as ¥ of ambassador. = Mr, Choate, according

e elmc! i Kenm‘(}ﬁzarg,nﬁ From Our Own Correspondent. 3 .,t the rumor, was to tmg:e;in Etetgetla(rg
» O - Sgered Concert : g g i Aoy Ve yril 28.~The directors of| “‘White empbatica ied the truth of

AN EMBASSY SECRETARY.

London Official D;i—es That His Visit
to Washington Has Political
Significance.

New York, April 28—Mr. Henry
‘White, first secretary- of the American
embassy, London, arrived this afternoon
on the American liner St. Leouis. He
denied the report that he had been call-
ed to this country by ithe President to
consult on matters regarding the em-
bassy. At the time of his: departure
from the other side it was rumored that
he had been ealled to Washington to
inform the President of the sentiment
prevailing in Enpgland - regarding any

JOHANNESBURG EXPLOSION,

Trains to Delagoa Bay Searched for
Suspects—Basutos’ Attitude to
Belligerents.

Yancouver’s |
News Budget

Roberts Keeps
All Guessing

s week we will

Genercus -
Fire Relief

Substantial Tokens of Sympathy
Reaching Ottewa From
All Quarters,

Reviewed
By Cable

Would Government Hasten Peace
by a Frank Declaration of
African Pelicy?,

..81.15.8 ¢k

..--90 ¢, Back
s L 81000
vegetables and will
Peas, Beans 10c, tin

Pretoria, Friday, Abrﬂ 27.~The repre-
sentative of Reuters’ Telegram Com-
pany with the federals at Brandfort is
informed that the British at Jammers-
Drift tried to get ammunition through
Basutoland, but that the Basutos step-
ped the wagons and informed Gen.
Dewet. - A strong contingent of Basutos
is now guarding the line to prevent en-
tranee or exit from Basutoland.

Native reports from Johannesburg say
the government inspectors there are con-
vinced that dyramite was the cause of
the recent explosion and that the dyna-
mitards’ track has been traced to a va-
cant house in the vicinity of the first.
explosion. They therefore stopped all
trains through Delagoa Bay in order to
prevent the escape of the suspects.
Among the persons arrested is William
Begbie, son of the head of the Begbie
company, in whose case bail has been re-
fused. The affair may affect the ques-
tion of the British remaining in the
state.

Proposed Stem:nets to Central
America—Japanese for
the Cannerles.

General Advance Probably the
Secret Which Censor So
Jealously Guards,

Northern Ice Travel at an End Boers From Free State Seem-

ingly Too Far Ahead for
Capture.

Eastern Cities Rushiag in Pro=- Liberal Divisions Smoothing the

Conservatives’ Path for
General Elections.

[’ Ceylon Tea

Liondon, April 29.—3.30 a.m.—The total
absence of news from the seat of war in
South Africa during the last 24 hours,
indicgtes that operations are progressing
which it is deemed prudent to keep secret.
So far as the situation in the southeast-
ern part of the Free State can be worked
out from the latest despatches, the main
body of the Boers, composed of the forces
recently holding Thaba N'chu, Leeuw
kop and Dewetsdorp, is retiring probably
with a view to joining in the neighbor-
hood of Ladybrand, the commandoes

Americans’ Firm Demand Upon
Turkey Received With
Satisfaction.

] S "Subecription Hatn. for the Ottawa and the Stave Lake Power Company met to-| both propositions.  He said that his
Gives All Victoriuns an Hull sufferers have been opened at the | day to comsider the proposition- of the
London & Pacific Gold Fields Company

.| Colonist and Times offices. At the Col-
to put up the necessary capital to con-

onist office Rev. Canon Paddon has
struct their big power plant to supply

contributed $5, and *“A. D.” $1. Dr.
T. J. Jones and Neil MecArthur have e

power to Vgncouver by electricity. Af-
ter the meeting the directors would not

forwarded $5 and $2.50 respectively, to
say officially that the proposition was ac-

the Times.
His Worship Mayor Hayward will be
cepted but it was learned indirectly that
not a single director was opposed to ac

pleased to forward contributions, He
has already veceived $50 from David
‘cepling the proposition but the directors
were bound to secrecy until some unim-

visit here was not'an ‘official one.

All Officers
- Ta Resign

Opportunity,

From Our Own Correspondent,

Ottawa, April 28.—Splendid execu-
tive ability is being shown in the organ-
ization of relief measures. Generous
subscriptions are pouring in from Great
Britain, the United States and Canada.

Cable Letter to Associated Press,

London, April 28.—Though the eyent’of
the week in England has been the Te-
sumption of parliament it scarcely justi-
fies even passing comment. Lethargy
has Marked and will probably continue
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JAPANESE FINANCES.

flills Company
ON.
prfine, Gahame

Spencer of the Arcade. Yesterday
‘Mayor Hayward received the following
despatch:

Depression Follows Delay in Making In-

Shabby Treatment of Vancouver vestments Profitable—Foolish Com-

Flour.

ptors, Victoria.
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RE BAKING POWDCR .
ONS

TEED}
Beeds that we were SOLD OUT
we start THIS YEAR with a

Is -

name, We keéep the CHOICEST
holesale price list now .ready;
nage in the past and hoping to
re, we are, yours very truly,

ING K CO., Ld,,
B g' -

s |

to

AND

&0 VICTORIA

"W harf St, Victoria, B.C.

and Or“namentalTrcss-

dendrons,Roses, Fancy Evergree:
as, Bulbs, new crop yLawn g(}r::’l‘
den Seeds for spring planting The
and most complete stock in Western
Call and make your selections or’
r :;tnloguen. Address at Nursery

enhouse.
M. J. HENRY

: SSTEE
T Pl Lfg

EMEDY FOR IRREGULARITIES

rsedln%Bltter Apple, Pil Cochin,
ennyroyal, &c.

of all Chemists, or post free for
from BVANS & SONS, LTD., Vic-

in, Pharmaceutical Chemist,
Routkempton.

ESTABLISHED 1862.

AY & CO.

Seedsmen and
Nurserymen.....

on hand the finest collection of seed.
grown and imperted, even seen in
h Columbia; also plants and trees.
the best seeds it is possible to pro-
hre sent out from Ja y Co's.

Bery 256 Fort. P.O. Box 81, Store 13

3. C. STEAM DYRE WORKS.

. s B
141 Yates 8t., Victoria.

es’ and Gents’ garments and
hold furnishings cleaned, dyed &
bd equal to new. {

JHN JAMESON

& SONS (DUBLIN)
n cased” very old Black Bottly

WHISKEY

Please see you get it with
METAL CAPSULES

Of all dealers

expert bottling agents to J. J. & B..

. DAY & CO. London

‘having obstructed traffic.

. by telegraph. It is an unexpended bal-
- ance from a fund which was raised fer

Strathcona gives the princely donation
of $25,000. :

Shelter huts are being erected in Hu'll
to-day te accommodate the homeless.

Lord Minto is a frequent. visitor to the
different shelters, .

The Ottawa ladies have dropped their
society functions, and are now actively
engaged in relief work. The Asthletic
Club members are lending willing hands,
andkthe Salvation Army are doing good
work.

A car of meat came from Montreal to-
day, and two cars of provisions from the
Eaton Co., of Toronto.

A feature of the Hull losses is the de-
struction of the records of titles to pro-

perty. J

The Catholic Archbishops of Ottawa
and Montreal will issue pastorals on
Monday to the priests of their dioceses
asking them to take up collections for the
relief of the sufferers.

The mayor of Detroit has telegraphed
sympathy and signifies his intention of
sending relief from that city.

Montreal,vApril 28.—The city council
met to-day and passed utions of
sympathy with the sufferers by the Ot-
tawa and Hull fire, and instructed the
ﬁn:mce committee to recommend a money
vote.

Thos. Tait, manager of the eastern di-
vision of the C. P. R., has ed a
cable despatch from Dr. Seward Webb,
T HawE: 1o
pathy for those  rendered destitute by
the fire. . 3

‘Winnipeg, April 28—F. W. Thomp-
.Son, general manager of the W. W.
Ogilvie Milling Co., has authorized the
subscription of $1,000 towards the re-
lief fund for Ottawa and Hull sufferers.

There was no express from the Hast
to-day, the through train from Montreal
betng 'delayed owing to the Ottawa fire

New York, April 28 —Mayor Van
Wyck having received the appeal from
the Mayor of Ottawa immediately issued
the following procamation:

“To the people of New York: The
Mayor of the- city of Ottawa, Canada;
has informed me that the city of Hull is
wiped out of existence, that the western
part of the city of Ottawa is completely
destroyed, and:that 20,000 people are
homeless, and he appeals to the people of
this city., In view therefore of the wide-
spread destruction caused in Hull and
Ottawa by the terrible disaster, I call
upon the people of this city, ever ready
in coming to the aid of the afflicted, to
respond with their accustomed gemerosity
and their usual promptness to the appeal
fer relief from these Canadian cities. The
emergency presented there is great and
the response to this call for assistance
should be prompt and liberal. I have ap-
pointed the Hon. Bird 8. Coler, ecomp-
troller of the city of New York, treasur-
er to receive contributions for the relief
of the afflicted, cities.”

< Buffalo, April 28—Mayor Diehl teo-
night arranged to send $1,000 to the Ot-
twa fire sufferers. The money will go

the relief of meedy families of members
of the 35th Regiment who were on duty
in the South .during the Spanish war.
The executive -committee of the fund
cheerfully turned it over to Mayor Diehl
when he sfated that a' message from
Mayor Payment of ‘Ottawa had told him
that money would be the most acceptahl_e
assistance that could be rendered at this
time,

Boston, Mass., April 28.—Mayor Hart
to-day received a telegram from the
Mayor of Ottawa in response to one sent
from this city enguiring if the Canadian
capital needed help. The Mayor of Ot-
tawa said that -assistance was greatly
needed ‘and upon receipt of the telegram
Mayor Hart issued a call for a public
gleeting to consider the matter next Mon-

Ay,

London, April 28, —After a consulta-
tion with the Canadian High Commis-
sioner, the Mayor has decided to
open " immediately a Mansion House
Fund ‘for the relief of the homeless peo-
ple of Oftawa. A  Stock Exchange
fund was opened to-day with large sub-
scriptions,. The Lerd Mayor's appeal
will be issued on Monday. -

THE "Houmy,mss AND DESTITUTE

Sacred Concert at Drill Hall To-night
for Victime of the Great Flire.

Victorians bave always been ready to
render ‘generous assistance when any sis-
ter city has been visited by calamity, and
there 'is every reason why the same com-
mendable spirit should be shown mnow,
when the distress occasioned by the fire
at Ottawa and Hull, calls for prompt re-
lief. Bandmaster Finn and the mem-
bers of the Regimental band are desery-
ing of the thanks of the community for
getting wup thie evening's sa con-
cert at the Drill Hall in this behalf, and
thus providing an epportanify for every-

“p. PAYMENT,
“Mayor, Ottawa.”
of the two charitable entertainment

day.
e ———

BOY INCENDIARIES.

Port Arthur, = April
who started three fires yesterday.
remanded for eight days.

ed Wright and Merritt.
WINNIPEG SMALLPOX.

patients up to fourteen.
_—_———-—o.—'—

Management of the Granby
Mining Company.

! e B

ligan assumes

pany’s provincial interests generally.

since that date.
During his

best smelters in the West.

proposes still making his home in Vi

the Viectoria enterprises with which he
at present identified. .

pmbpntianpn fe———————
SEALERS ARE SATISFIED.

and Good Average Catches
}Reported.

Ocean Rover (who returned

board waters.

has been reported off: the

same locality had 667. Carrie

W. has not had as good
from her crew who recen
Eucluelet, reportmg
who escape
schooners

Tuesday next,

e
AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS,

sittings

an international committee’ in
of three nations who took thé imitiati
in summonin,;

one to contribute a mite towards a very
worthy object, The regimental band has'

jeet_ of form
against tuberculosis,

“City of Hull wiped out of existence;
western part of Ottawa completely de-
stroyed; 20,000 homeless; can you help?

Another band concert will be given
next week in aid of the fund, and notice

will be made in all the city churches to-

have arrested two boys under fifteen,
They
acknowledge their guilt and have been
They are nam-

“Winnipeg, April 28.—Thwee new cases
of amallpox have developed since last
evening, bringing the total numper of

ENLARGING HIS OPPORTUNITIES
Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt Assumes Business

_ Ap important’ change in the business
om ty  of Victo s indicated

? i) ot tig
Columbia affairs of the Ames-Holden Co.,
which has been in his hands ever since
the entry of the company into the com-
mercial life.of this city some foufteen
years ago. The resignation will take ef-
feet very shortly; when Mr, J. B. McKil-
the management of the
Victoria branch, to Mr. A. B. Erskine be-
ing assigned the direction of the com-

It is now a quarter of a century sifice
Mr. Flumerfelt first identified himself
with the shoe manufacturing business, in
Montreal; while it is eighteen years since
he became associated with the Ames-Hol-
den pompnn-y—vnt that time unincorporat-
ed—in the ecity of Winnipeg, having been:
to a very considerable extent . identified
with the substantial development of their
large business interests in the. West

Victoria residence Mr.
Flumerfelt has also been an active fac-
tor in the business world outside the
limits of the manufacturing company to|.
which he has devoted his more direct
attention. He has in each of his numer-
ouns investments proven himself a shrewd
and far-seeing manager, and in recogni-
tion of his undoubted commercial talents
he has now been chosen for the important
post of business manager of the Granby
Mining & Smelting Company, operating
chiefly in the Boundary district, but with
properties throughbut the Rossland and
Hast Kooténay camps, and one of the

This cempany is regarded by leading
business men as one of the biggest and
best propositions in Western Oanada, and
it is high tribute to the position won by
Mr. Flumerfelt in the business world that
he has been selected for its management.
. Although his new duties will keep him
on the wing and in Koetenay a consider-
able portion of the time, Mr. Flumerfelt

toria, amd retaining his interests in all

The Coast Hunting Season Now Ended

' The members of the sealing fleet are
well away from the Coast now, as indi-
eated by .all the reeent reports from their
general stopping points, Capt. Cole of fl:’he

m
a crew-signing trip to the West Coast
yesterday) reporting but one of the Vic-
{oria vessels in Vancouver Island sea-
This is the 1899 top-
liner Favorite, Captain Laehlan McLean,
which was off Hesquoit on the 14th inst.
with 600 . The Viva, Capt. McPhee,
Oregon Coast
with 635 skins on the 20th inst.; and the
Umbrina at the same date, and in the

: tort}me ;s tth_e
other mentioned- schooners, a lost hunter
x tly reached
Qge -schooner with’

but 133 skine on the 2nd inst. ~There
must always be some in a sealing’season
the luck, but the genetal
average this year for the Coast hunting
operations ferminate on
has been quite satisfac-
tory, much better indeed than last year's.

Naples, April 28_:The International
Tuberculosis Congress has concluded its
i with the adoption of a reselution,
similar to ggét ado’pteig ‘a{.hth: Pa':i:i"g?;i

reas in 1 o] g the formation”
. o) Cos the hame

the congress with the ob-
g an international league

capitalists,
day from the North confirming

parties to use the lakes, owing to

8 | honeycombed condition of the ice.

man, who was a passenger, said he

he had with him unsuited to such a

Ly s not having high enough horse power
o ke, YN while ‘the carriage stood too near the

ground for some parts of the route.
knew exactly what was needed now
would bring out a large specially
structed machine on his next trip, a

playing whist.
vices found by the police were seized

allowed to go on promising to give

back room on Tuesday night.

Japanese may displace the Chinese

er. . Eiokt 5.l
z&%bﬂngto interest-

his Jot with Mr, Yett as Capt. Scott
sea captain who knows every nook

‘brought before the board of trade.
The Anderson Produce Company

another large firm with branches in

port business very dull at present
money more than usually tight.

yesterday by the Sheriff.

—_—

AUTOMOBILE STALLED.

Modern Conveyance a Failure.

E. Janne Lamarre, the well
Frenchman, and associates who con
plated a rapid trip to Dawson on
first antomobile to be used on the

the season and the consequent bad

per.
the Danube bringing with them an

1900 models.

cycle is not, as expected, a single-t
o-|two. M. Lamarre’s brother-in-law

ride the ecycle and expects to make
is | ter time than the automobile.

o=

85 or 40.miles per hour and if the

tween Bennett and
The entire machine weighs but

pounds, but the extra parts and gas
which are to be towed behind on a
weigh nearly as much.

and is president of the automobile
of Paris. He is not a cheechaco in

vestor in both Atlin and Klondike.
1,200 acres of placer ground.

en route to Dawson.

prospect of getting any further,
—_—
B2 FROM THE NORTH.

Voyage at Vancouver.

North at noon yesterday, and will
300 tons of rails before coming to

Spalding, C. C. Lawson,

lin all right with his automobile,

lake.
owing to the ice breaking up:..
St R e )tk T

ve

8
y cure it? People Who ‘have used

small and easy to take.

portant details were settled when accept-
ance would be cabled to the London

The steamer Cutch arrived in port fo-
e re-
port that the police have forbidden all

M. Jean de Lamarre, the automobile

in no way discouraged by his failure to
reach Dawson. He found the automobile

riage which would enable him to take a
party to Dawson in double quick time.
The' premises at 616 Cordova street
were raided by the police last night, when
four boys were caught in a back room
Gambling tables and de-

the boys arrested. They were afterwards

dence regarding a ‘“black-jack” game al-
leged to have taken place in the little

“ The Combined Canneries of British
Columbia, Limited, are busy contracting
for the coming season. It is possible that

inside
the canneries, and at present hundreds of
Japanese are being shipped north'for the

ists in establishing a line of steamers
tween Vioctoria, Vancouver and ‘Mexico
and Central America. Gapt. 8. F. Scott
is being urged to “chuck his mining inter-
ests in the Similkameen” and throw in

corner on the Central and South Ameri-
can coast. It is likely the matter will be

the Manitoba Produce Company are re-
tiring from business in Vancouver, while

Klondike country and head office in East-
ern Canada have made arrangements to)
curtail their business in -Vancouver to
brokerage transactions. Wholesalers re-

Quigley’s dry goods house was closed

Attempt to Get to Dawson by the Most

known

are meeting with disappointment in their
cherished plans owing to the lateness of

dition of -the trail, says a Skagway pa-
M. Lamarre and party arrived on

tomobile and an auntocycle, both of the
Both of the machines have
the gasoline type of motors. The auto-
mobile is a 42-inch gauge and the auto-

affair and has three .wheels instead of

The latter
vehicle is expected to develop a speed of

were in good shape the enthusiastic own-
er thinks he could cover the distance be-
Dawson in fifteen
hours, and his statement is no doubt true.

M. Lamarre is an enthusiastic autoist,

district by any means and is a heavy iInl; vento, where as delegate he restored

peace; of England, and of his nunciature
: He told me, to my great
surprise, that he had onl'y.commenced to
study French when appointed to
gium, and ‘I could speak it as fluently
as I do now by the time I reached Brus-
‘King Leopold used to ex-
claim, “L forget Pecci is an Italian.”’
Virgil-and Dante, Knei

the latter region he has a oonee?:lo: (t)‘t’ %5 Bivnacls’
look after this interest that he is now

The last heard of this automohbile, it
was stuck in the slush on'the lake about| .y 3. caig
fourteen miles from 'Bennett, with no|*T. 5

Steamer ~Amur C_;;:pl'etes a speedy

‘A Vancouver special to the Colonist
says the sieamer Amur arrived from the

toria with the following passengers: M.
Jean De Lamare, N. M. Mathew, E. P.
A, Cox: R.
Merville, Mrs. C. E. Wynn Johnson, E.
J. Rose, W. F. George, C. W. Miner.
. Jean De Lamare says he reached At-

took many Atlin ladies for a spin on the
He did not proceed to Dawson

i + ® ' 154 it p
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Militia Brings [Prospect
of Disbandment.

Major ,Bénnetﬁ_Retir’es in Dis-

Rest May
Him.

Vancouver, April 28.—There is trou-
ble brewing in military circles in Van-
Major Bennett has
and the Colonist correspondent is in-
formed on indisputable authority that

resigned

a prelude to the
commissioned of-

ficer of the Sixth Rifles. , Major Ben-
nett gives out that his resignation is
due to his inability to devote the tinie
to military matters that he would like,
and for “other reasons.™ These “other

-
from several of-

ficers, are found in the peculiar treat-

by the Dominion

The officers of the Sixth
discussed the matter at a meeting held

decided to resign
eomplaint is that
companies were

uniforms re-

quired. - The resignation of:the officers
it is said will go forward to Ottawa by

been received here
from -the war office through the depart-

His Royal High-

ness the Duke of Connaught has ex-
pressed his pleasure in accepting the ap-
pointment of honorary colonel of’ the
‘Sixth Rifles of Vancouver, and that the
battalion will be henceforth designated | ish

Connaught’s Own

of which Hen: Majesty the
Queen has been graciously pleased to
approve. The announcement, which un-
der different cirecumstances would have
been received with pleasure by the of-
ficers of the Sixth, caused no comment,
good, bad or indifferent, since the re-
signation of the officers may cause the
regiment to be broken up and disband-
ed.

B

HELPING THEMSELVES,

American Halibut Poachers Continune to
Emphasize the Dilatoriness of the

ernment,

Complaint is again being made by the
residents of the West Coast towns and
the fishermen of that locality that Ameri-
can craft are flagrantly violating the law

of the British Col-
which the federal

government has been repeatedly urged to
if necessary. The
schooner Gabriola of Qna@sino,
only a week or so ago seeing a schoqner
defiantly flying the Stars and Stripes

reported

Harbor from the

banks, while two other American boats
were calmly fishing off Hope Island.
e ()

IMPRESSIONS OF POPE LEO XIIIL

H. J. Thaddeus, the
ed a portrait of Pope Leo XIII, has pub-
lished an interesting account of his ex-
periences while engaged upon the work,
of the impressions he then formed of His
Among other things he says:

“During the sittings Leo XIII talked
incessantly, in French sometimes, some-
times in Italian, and always with ex-
treme rapidity. His range of subjects
) He spoke of strange ex

painter, who paint-

infested Beone-

Bel-

and the water
reland—these are

some. of. the subjeets on which Leo XIIE
‘discoursed with knowledge and_ discern-
ment, taking snuff constantly.
by medical advice, he has renounced this,
his one indulgence; I have been indeed

Latterly,

ladstone, the

Abbe Liszt, the General of the Jesuits,
8ir Richard Owen—and many others,
whose conversation was an intellectual
treat: but, inspired by his wonderful per-
sonality and gracious kindliness, I never
worked with deeper interest than at the
portraits of my angust sitter, Pope Leo

PR— W

AN ENORMOUS SALE.
To all who have felt the evil effects of
dcranged -kidneys it is interest! to know
Chase’s K

ianey -Liver Pills

t X
Pills are '
ceuts a . box, at ail

from the vicinity of Wepener who, ac-
cerding to a despatch from Aliwal North
dated-April 28 made good their retreat to
Ladybrand. The main body of the Boers
is being followed by Generals Hamilton,
French, Brabant and Hart, while Gen-
eral Rundle also is on the spot.” The
British thus have an overwhelmingly su-
erior force and ought to wipe out the
%oem it they succeed in overtaking them
and bringing them to bay. It may be
assumed that the Boers are ‘to the east-
ward of a line drawn from Thaba N’chu
to Wepener. >

The retreal, it seems, is being earried
out withvut fighting, which indicates that
the Boers have a guod start and the des-
patches state that they are not hampered
much by the transport and [esive no vis-
ible track behind them on the veldt. This
nitigales against the probability of their
being overtaken and forced to a decisive
action. The chances seem that the re-
treating commando may get away with-
out being forced to turn and fight.

It is within range of possibilities that
Lord Roberts without waiting for the
outcome of these nianoeuvres may begin
his advance northward. This may be
the secret that the censor has been so
jeulousl_y guarding. The outcome of this
interesting situation’ eannot be long de-
layed, o~

The news from other points is unim-
portant and uninteresting. Some fight-
ing continues about Warrenton, apparent-
ly ineffectually. as mno = casualties have
been reported om either side. . . -
‘A special despatch frym_;Beim,..datg

. Carrington’s - ofk for Rhods

is essing as rapidly as circumstan
® frocmmine g maley

permit. Seven transports have al-
ready landed troops and stores,

‘Thaba N'chuy April 27.—Gen. Rundle’s
division has arrived here. The march
from I_Jewetsdorp was uneventful. Gen-
‘erals French and Hamilton are also here.
Boers are reported ten miles to the
eastward. The mounted force came in
contact with them. and had a slight skirm-
The result of the junction of Gen-
erals French and Rundle is the clearance
of the country of Boers at this point.
RS N ——

TELEPHOTOGRAPHY IN AFRICA.

Ever since the Chinese-Japanest war it
has been felt that the camera would be-
come an important war implement for
scouts and spies, and attempts were made

even then to use telephotography to pho-
tograph distant objects, within the ene-
my’s lines. The application of the teles-
cope lens to the camera has been greatly
improved in recent years, and some re-
markable pictures have been taken with
it. The use of the “telephoto attachment’’
or lens to the camera in South Africa has
been successful in the English army, and
photographs from baloons have brought
into the picture minute objects that
would escape the ordinary eye. - The il-
lustration of the value of telephotography
in war will tend to make the instrument
a mnecessary adjunct to every well-equip-
per army. Photography has been employ-
ed for years by army experts, but in or-
der to make this of real value it has been
necessary to approach close to the camp
or fortifications to be photographed. This
in times of war is not a very safe or pos-
sible thing to do.

‘The improvement in telephotographic
lenses in the last few years has been re-
markable, and distant pictures have been
brought so close to the camera that every
detail has been mutely pictured. At an
altitude over 3,000 feet excellent photo-
graphs have been taken of the fortifica-
tions and camps of the Boers by the bal-
loon corps attached to the Hnglish army.
These pictures will have something more
than transient value, for they will exhibit
true living pictures of active warfare
which not prejudiced historian on either
side can dispute. The telephotograph
tells no stories, and merely reproduces in
minute detail all that is contained in the
view.

Heretofore the instrument has been em-
ployed chiefly by architects and mountain
climbers and surveyors. The former have
found it of great value .in photograph-
ing the upper stories of buildings where
minute architectural decorations are to
be copied. Thus excellent pictures have
been ‘taken of the roof and dome of the
Milan cathedral and of the Washington
and other monuments. At a 'distance of
half a mile the smallest architectural de-
signs and decorations are recorded as if
the photographer had stood ‘within' a few
feet of the object. In monntain climbing
the summits of inaccessible peaks have
been photographed by means of the tele-
photo attachment, so that the rocks could
be studied with scientific exactness. The
summiifs of the Jungfrau in Switzerland.
and -of Popocatepeti in ‘Mexico, have
thus been teyephotographed with remark-
able exactnéss and clearness. Birds on
their nests in the branches of tall trees
and on the spires of church steeples have
been brought within touch of the photo-
photographer. In astronomy the tele-
photograph ‘is making re veolutions that
justify one in believing that the new as-
tronomy will have far more’ interest to
the general reader than that of the past.

_The compound télephotographic lenses

i-| which are now employed bring pictures

g0 close to the observef’ fhat nearly all
the points’ within a1 “of a mile can

Harpers’ Weekly.

petition Also a Cause.

For some time past Japan has been
suffering from financial depression, aris-
ing great part from the large amount
of capital which has been locked up in
enterprises, which as yet, are not pro-
ductive, and many p s have been
made for getting over the difficulties.
The subject has been very fully discus-
sed at the meeting of the economic' &o-
cieties in Japan and among others Dby
Count Inonye, the well known stateman
whose opinions have been summarised
by the Japan Weekly Mail in the follow-
ing points: First, the country is threat-
ened with embarrassment owing to the
outflow of specie, and the nation must
endeavor to be more self-sugplying.
Secondly, one of the greatest obstacles
to material progress in Japan is want of
intelligent combination; railway compan-
ies, store houses, and in a general sense,
all persons engaged in industrial and
commercial enterprises, seem to be ignor-
ant of the immense adyantages resulting
from co-operation; they prefer dislocation
and wasteful competition, the result be-
ing that the whole machinery of trans-
port and of business transactions moves
ih a slow cumbrous, fashion. Thirdly,
the hopes founded- on " treaty revision
have proved illusory, so far as inflow of
foreign capital is concerned. According
to present appearances, direct loans from'

to mark the debate. Dissolution is in the
air, but all he members of the House of
Commons now seem to realize that their’

happy release from ‘Westminster depends
entirely upon the progress.of the war
in South Africa, although, as announced
in these despatches, until Lord Roberts
brings the campaign to a climax ghe g0V-
ernment will continus te kill time, adopt-
ing a non-committal attitude towards any
home measures that might entail serious
controversy and ecarefully holding baek
any anmouncement of a permanent peliey
in regard to South Africa until the issue
of arms simplifies the multitudinous prob-
lems involved.

The Liberal papers inveigh against this
plan to secure peace first and anmounce
the policy afterwards, maintaining that
a frank announcement of the govera-
ment’s intentions towards the Sonth Af-
rican republics, would greatly hasten
peace. However, the Liberals are far
too hopelessly divided on the war ques-
tion to have any chance of forcing %aord
Salisbury’s hand in this respect. - When
Lord Roberts breaks the backbone of the
Boer resistance, then the Premier will
probably epring a programme and.go be-
fore the country.

Judging from Lord Spencer's speech
this~week, herculean efforts are being
made by the old-time Libersal leaders to
reconstruct the party. Spencer
blessed every Liberal section, but m the
same breath declared himself for Lord
Rosebery. ' That is the rock en which

abroad, seems to be Japan‘s only way of
getting foreign money; but such loans in-
volve a yearly qutﬂgw of specie ' and
evelopr “of commerce and indunstry.
There has been evidenee that foreigners
are willing to come to Japan and start
large undertakings, but at the eleventh
hour, they have been deterred by the
discovery that land could nof be held in
their names, and that various restrictions
are imposed on their participation in im-
portant companies, He was of opiniom
that all obstacles of that nature should
be removed, for unless Japan can obtain
foreign capital and employ it only to de-
velop her own resourees, but also to aid
in opening up China, and thus creating a
market for her products, her future is
not brilliant. Fourthly, it is futile to
eriticise-the country‘s foreign politicians
as not being sufficiently active. The
plain truth is that the nation has _not
kept abreast of its foreign policy. Dip-
lomacy gained for Japan large conces-
sions in China after the war in 1894-95,
but the people have utterly failed to
utilise them. Count Inonye seems to fa-
vor the ‘trust and syndicate system,
which has taken such a hold on the
UnitedStates of America, and which
are bringing about economic problems of
a verv diffcult nature. The tendency
is in the same direction as Janan, and in
fact it seems to be the inevitable resmlt
of our present system of trade and in-
dustry. The solution of such prob-
lems are of more importance to the
great masses of the people than those of
a merely technieal nature, and it weuld
be well if scientifie men would direct
their attention fo them, for in economies
as, in engineering, the forces at work
must be utilised, not onposed or allowed
to run to waste.—Engineering

e

LA e K G
CUSTOM HOUSE METHODS,

To the Editor of the Colonist:

Sir: Will you protest through the
columns of your paper against some of
the methods of the custom house, an in-
stitution which seems to be an auto-
matic machine for annoying the public?
I have been put to a loss of about $300
lately through the neglect of an officer
to notify me that he held my transit, the
instrument with which I earn my living,
for duty on the repairs lately made on it
after a fall. It is bad enough that it is
possible in a civilized country to have to
pay duty upon repairs done to the in-
strument one earns a living with, especi-
ally when there is no one in Canada who
can make thesrepairs. But the case is
aggravated when for three weeks . the
transit is held without any notifieation
from the custom house. In most cases
the loss may not be serious, but this
officer’s neglect just as sub-section (¢) of
section 36 of the Mineral Act is expiring
puts me to serious pecuniary loss. This
is no isolated case. The public generally
know what I mean by the annoyance
the custom house causes needlessly at
all times and places, but especially in
out-of-the-way places at Christmas time,
when ‘on Christmas Day or the day be-
fore one is notified that a parcel of toys
for the children from the Old Country
or some other little present is held 200
miles away for 22 cents duty by the
eustom house (stamps not accepted).
Long .after Christmas one year lately
the custom house was full of plum pud-
dings ‘from the .Old Country addressed
to young Englishmen living on ranches
in this country and held for duty.
Another ease in my mind is one in
which a prospector on coming -in from
the hills was notified that a watch from
the United States, having been held
for duty for many weeks, had been sent
to the dead letter office or some other
place. .. The officer seems to be very
careless..of the feelings and convenience
of the public; knowing that whatever the
loss .one. ean hardly sue the Dominion

be photographed clearly.and distinetly—{.

government.
: | C. de B. GREEN.
Fairview, B. C.

the Liberals split. The' attitude of the
* Premier will p have more

b 5 &

war. Strenuous efforts are making

bring Lord Rosebery: into active pohg:s
again and within the fold of recogni

purty lines, but so far they have met
with no success, as he cannot beé per-
saaded to put international politics above
considerations affecting the - Empire.
While at one time with the majority of
the Liberal leaders on local issues, he is
bitterly at variance upon Imperial quese-
tions with a large body of the party and
especially the more Radical section. As
Lord Rosebery numbers among his fol-
lowers Lord Spencer, Sir Henry Fowler,
Mr. H. H. Asquith and many other lead-
ers, it can only be surmised that the Con-
servatives will put off the election until
a moment most opportune for themselves,
and then, faced by the disintegration of
the opposition, sweep the country even
more completely than at the last election.

The American complications with
Turkey are a leading topic of the day.
The Outlook, after declaring the Sultan
and Isaac Gordon, the notorious money
lender who died Tecently, were own
brothers in matters in money, says: “The
Sultan has now fallen back on the des-
perate debtors’ last device of buying more
and has offered to place an order for a
warship with an American firm if only
the American government will accommo-
date him a while longer, but the Ameri-
can government will do nothing of the
sort and grimly intimate that unless the
dollars are promptly forthcoming the mat-
ter will be put in the hands of the United
States navy. Yet, President McKinley’s
candidature may not after all enjoy im-
mense help from a naval demonstration
in European waters, for the European
powers who are fellow-sufferers with
America in Armenia are in wholesome
imitation taking steps to press their
claims and under such pressure Turkey
must give way. Russia, it is true, 8
holding aloof but menaced by Japan, she
is hardly likely to lend Turkey more than
diplomatic help.” :

The Spectator amplifies its last week’s
comment, saying: “On the -Continent,
diplomatists point to it as evidence that
America, gince the Spanish war, has be-
gun to interfere in Buropean politics. She
will interfere, indeed, we may be sure
Continent forgets that fifty years ago
America threstened Austria with war
of that, as she becomes great. But the
for seizing refugees protected by the
American flag. There would have been
war, -indeed, but that Nicholas 1. asked
Austria to yield rather than introduce an
unlmowg factor into the public life of

During the course of a long article, the
Speaker maintuins that the difficulty is
chiefly due to the exploitation of the Con-
tinental and American press and ridicules
the. possibility of serious outcome, say-
ing:  “The Devil’s Shadow promises to
rebuild, punish, tax and do a hundred
things, but pay he cannot.
his vision. conjured up Admi Dewey,
of all people, sailing into the Mediterran-

‘| ean anhd oceupying one of those:. for -

the eontrol of which the great Enropean
powers are willing to risk the chances of
a great war among themselves. - It is on
a par with the boycott of the French Ex-
hibition or the Don Pacifico calm.”

e
BREAKS IN THE YUKON.

The Yukon river is reported by ad-
vices received on the Humboldt to be
open for miles near Selkirk, and again
near White Horse, in consequence of
whieh the police (as last year) have stop-
ped. travellers from going on thg river
in all dangerous localities. It is pre-
dicted. that navigation on the river will
open in a fortnight, and on the 1akes in
about three weeks. Owing to the early
breaking up of the river some delay
in the receipt and delivery of mails may

be looked for during ;. the n-xt M |
weeks. .




