
T"P

»

THIS VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COL ITMIST MONDAY MA. CH 7 1898.6 WHO CDT TlMb. Cotton’s threat that the oppoêit 
tion will delay the passing of supply is 
proof, as strong as holy writ, that the 
opposition have exhausted all the am
munition likely to be of value in an ag
gressive campaign. We hope the govern
ment will give Mr. Cotton an opportunity 
of exhibiting himself as an obetruc- 

He has opposed almost

VICTORIA VITRIFIED BRICK.Ebe Colonist bia in the past is very clear. The 
masterly exposition of this subject by 
Mr. R. P. Rithet in the legislature last 
winter has not been answered, for it is 
simply unanswerable. In view of the 
factrcompressed into hie speech on that 
occasion, nôone need fear to challenge any 
statement which implies this province to 
be in any sense a pensioner upon the 
bounty of Ontario. What we have re
ceived we have paid for and there is a 
great balance standing to our credit.

But strong as is our claim on account 
of which has transpired in the past, it 
is not even so convincing as the argu
ment to be drawn from the future. In

\
\In a couple of letters in the evening 

paper, Mr. J. Keller, agent tor a Seattle 
pottery, endeavors to condemn the 
manufactures of the Victoria pottery. 
There is a possibility that the city, in 
the near future, may have its business 
streets paved according to modern ideas, 
and among the pavements recommended 
is that of vitrified brick, a material which 
answers its purpose admirably. Seattle 
has used vitrified brick for its main 
thoroughfare, with excellent results, 
and, moreover, the bricks were of home 
manufacture. Mr. Keller made a strong 
pull for Seattle sewer pipes and used 
similar arguments to condemn the Vic
toria made article as he does now in 
regard to the successful making of vitri
fied brick, so there is probably some
thing more than 
his unasked advice, 

made
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IMPORTS AND DUTIES. iThe total imports of Canada for the 
last fiscal year were valued at $111,294,- 
021, of which $66,220,766 worth were 
dutiable and on these duty to the 
amount of $19,891,996 was collected, or 
a fraction over 30 per cent. Oddly 
enough the proportion of duties to im
ports was almost identically the same in 
the previous year, although in the 
meantime there was a change in the 
tariff. ■ Estimating the population of 
the Dominion at 6,000,000, we have the 
average duty paid per capita a fraction 

British Columbia has the

THAT THE Thirty Dollars Aci 
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tionist.
everything for the advancement of 
British Columbia’s interests, 
far as he can he obstructs every move
ment to develop the province. He seems 
now about to display his ingenuity in 
discovering ways and means of prolong
ing the session. If one may rely upon 
reports from Vancouver, it is not diffi
cult to discover why Mr. Cotton should 
desire to keep his seat this year as long 
and to make as iftany speeches in the 
legislature as possible.
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ought to be taken into account, but the 
whole northwest coast portion of Can
ada, which includes the Yukon. The 
development of this great region, hav
ing an area of nearly half a million 
miles, not only deserves the immediate
attention of the government and parlia- P'P®8 _,, ,
-‘«‘rj-TC- b“1 skscïâ’SXS»
of national interest, but as a profitable .____
financial investment. The brief epitome C1 le8, e varl.. ,, ,h hont
of the trade returns printed in this company are sold generally throughout 

. .... mu_„ the province, and have given generalpaper yesterday show this. They 8atig^ction_the ** proof of qn»uty.
show that for every person Mr. Ketler asserts that the glazed bricks

•fl °1 6f p>°P'h* ‘OU , ,,=- made for foot pavements are lead glazed
Pacific slope of Canada nearly $15 are TMa atatement has

ïîï sssrrjsrrjEa ’ss-;» «*• «7.7 -k—Sr-T-i’ESfor the exceptionally large consumption , ao_m_. v .. -i, Vxzx claims to be a practical man, seems toof the Yukon district it will be found be that he i8 very de8ir„UB for a commie-
that for every person added o the popu- Qn ^ 8eattle product, and ha8
lation on this slope $20 will be added ... .. ,
annually to the revenue. The other **“* ** **?‘E** _
Jt\ • • Should bricks be used for street pay- 

sources of revenue, which the Dominion tMg eit there ig no necessity to
treasury possesses, such as mining U- \bmed for the matorial. The Victoria

, ...... . .....' good an article as can be imported.penses for administration to which the , D . . _.„K- __
^ ___ j As Mr. Barham points out, machinerygovernment will be put, and this will for their manu(aclQre ia all that is re
leave the $20 per capita so much clear qubed> the nece8sary clays being abund-
gai,. ... „ ant. There will always be people who

What British Columbia.and the Yu- to the opinion that an article
kon ought to have in order that their of manafacture ma8t be imported to be 
great wealth may be profitably and °™gg Therearetoo m^y of this 
speedily util.zed are: A railway south kindin Victoria, and they should be al-

ÏÏ.TW•Ft"tût wu». W- - a* -a» «
o'»/ J-L. . Vto. 3“

toe proposed line from Bute Inlet to back up its home industries the better. 
CariLo m the initial step in toe great By doing so arge sums of money now 
project caUed toe British Pacific; a mil- -f

^™6tokea toe «tonstoï general benefit result. As for the sub- 
Se.& N. railway to the northern iect under discus.ion-materUlfor street 

end of Vancouver island, and a railway 0r8“W
to Omineca. We do not say that all ----------- --———• .
these things ought to be provided for at Thbbb can be no possible objection to 
once, but we do claim that they all form whatever correspondence on the Ruth- 
important parts of a comprehensive and Jen 0886 government may have in 
necessary system of internal develop- possession being laid before the 
ment, which ought to be perfected with- house, utiles» it is of such a nature that 
in the next five years. it8 publication at this stage would inter-

We are willing to discuss this system fere with the due administration of jus- 
on the basis that it' will involve an as- ^ce. The only question on such a 
sumption by the government of Canada P°lnt ia 88 to the time when 8ach corre- 
of a liability amounting to $10,000,000, spondence ought to be brought down, 
and are prepared to maintain that even We know very little of the facts of this 
on such a basis the expenditure would case, but judge from what the Attorney- 
be highly advantageous. * General said in the house yesterday that

That the construction of the suggested there may be som^ papers which may 
lines of railway would add a quarter of a be properly laid before the house. If 
million people to toe population of the this is the case, they should be forto- 
Pacific slope of Canada is not open to coming, and Mr. Braden did right to 
question, nor is there any doubt that move for them. Every man, no matter 
those new comers would atthe end of five whether he ia or is not a British sub- 
years contribute $6,000,000 yearly to the ject, is entitled to the fullest protection 
revenue of toe Dominion over and above of the law, and it is quite within the

right of the legislature to investigate 
any proceedings which have been taken 
in connection with a prosecution, with 
toe sole reservation that toe government 
may, if it deems best in toe public in
terest, temporarily withhold any infor
mation In its possession. We do not 
understand that this is the case in the

Montbeal, March 3l 
ment headed “Canadil 
Trunk,” was issued tl 
Passenger Agent UeshJ 
and contains some il 
not hitherto published! 
Trunk was not wrongs 
responsible for rate cut! 
Coast, according to I 
clearly shown by the fcl 

“I, Onesime Grava 
solemnly declare thal 
2:30 p.m., Saturday, I 
-February, I preseutel 
Grand Trunk city tickel 
on Dufort street, and il 
of tickets to Vancouvl 
and I was told that if I 
Klondike I should pura 
and that if I would go| 
the Grand Trunk, the al 
would sell me a firet-cla 
day, the 21st Inst., at ha] 
keep my mouth shut.! 
knew two more going i] 
rangement would applj 
was told that I would "1 
Montmorency depot by ] 
and my party ticketed a] 
accordingly presented 1 
p.m. this day at the sanj 
the same man, who agad 
me to Seattle, saying tl 
best place to outfit, in fl 
any Canadian point, il 

'from him a ticket 63 97 I 
Quebec to Seattle, and I 
sum of $30, which the | 
me was an awful loi 
must keep my mouth el 
he would sell me as man 
attle, Vancouver or VI 
quired at $30. And I ml 
declaration believing t] 
true and binding upon ] 
manner as if made un] 
whole under the autho] 
deuce act of Canada of ] 
Onesime Gravel. Decla] 
at Quebec this 21st da] 
1898. (Signed) L. P. Sird 
tic.”

The Mr. Gravel who ml 
declaration is the gentled 
ed to the care of Mr. Nad 
to outfit there in the lette 
fished.

“That the Grand Tru 
and innocent of the cause 
troubles,” the circular I 
evidenced by a statement 
Poet, * that when a comm 
passenger agents from tJ 
after visiting Montreal I 
the Western lines to re 
pending a conference, tj 
was referred to the Gral 
told that should the Gri 
opposed to it the Weeterl 
refuse to entertain the pro 

Tobonto, March 3.—Th< 
•clfic to-day made a furthi 
the Midland district being! 
ted. This cuts badly int 
Trunk. The Canadian Pa 
no further cut in Wes^ 
ratfjs.

or
under $6.
fourth place on the list as to the amount 
of imports and duty .paid, Quebec lead
ing, Ontario a close second, Nova Scotia 
a third and British Columbia not very 
far behind the latter. It is worth while 
to compare the last two provinces : 
British Columbia,populat’n. 110,000 (est.)
Britteh Columbia, imports. $6,926,504 

>• “ duty paid.. 1,558,889
Nova Scotia, imports ... 7,902,734 

“ “ duty paid.. 1.611.659
Brit sh Col., duty per capita. $14.17 
Nova Scotia “ “ *" .

This tremendous disparity would be 
found to be even greater it there were 
any means of estimating how much duty 
the people of British Columbia pay in
directly upon goods purchased in the 
Eastern cities. Only a very small part 
of what this province pays in duty is re
couped by the sale of the articles in the 
East. These figures are very remark
able, but as they are official they cannot 
be disputed. We have taken Nova Scotia 
for the purpose of a full comparison, but 
our province loses nothing by compari
son with the others. Following are the 
per capita contributions to the customs 
revenue of the other provinces :
Ontario.............
Quebec ...........
New Brunswick
Manitoba.........
P. E. Island ...

It is right to say that toe amount paid 
in Quebec in excess of the other pro
vinces, except British Columbia, is due 
to the fact that Montreal is toe-great 
importing Centre of the Dominion. 
These figures plead the case of British 
Columbia so eloquently that it would be 
a mistake to add any comment.

\*patriotism in 
The sewer 

by the Victoria
On to Khartoum is now the order on 

the Nile, and Sir Herbert Kitchener is 
to lead the expedition. His success in 
the early part of the campaign against 
toe Khalifa augurs well for the future, 
and there is little reason to doubt that 
he will succeed in toe next movement. 
Although Khartoum is the objective 
point of the advance now to be under
taken, there is little likelihood of the 
progress of the Anglo-Egyptian army 
being stayed when that strategic position 
has been occupied. The whole hinter
land of equatorial Africa must be occu
pied to prevent its being taken posses
sion of by France, if for no other reason. 
Great Britain is experiencing too much 
difficulty in West Africa by reason of
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CASTOE
French aggression to contemplate with 
equanimity the possibility of compli-
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cations of the same nature on the Upper 
Nile.

Thb announcement that the Dom
inion government will make a survey for 
a railway from Telegraph Creek to a 
British Columbia seaport is very wel
come; but it does not go far enough. 
The government ought to arrange for 
toe construction of the line at once. 
We believe it would be good policy to 
alter the contract with Messrs. Mac
kenzie & Mann so as to provide for the 
immediate construction of the whole 
line from Lake Teslin to the coast. If 
this is not done, then there ought to 
be a vote for sufficient money to open a 
highway down the Stikine, that would 
be readily available from Wrangel after 
the river closes.

Thb Grand Forks Miner celebrated 
Washington’s birthday by printing a 
portrait of that illustrious statesman 
surrounded with a laurel wreath. The 
fact that a paper published in Canada 
by an American *an do such a thing 
without anyone raising the slightest ob
jection shows what a delightfully free 
country Canada is.

A contbmpobaby referring to Mr, 
Forster, M.P.P., says he is not a fluen 
speaker. We had supposed that if any 
member of the house could claim to be 
fluent it was Mr. Forster, who we are 
glad to say talks both well and fluently, 
although we do not find ourselves able 
very often to agree with the views which 
he advancer. •

Thb Columbian says it does not want 
a trial of right betweeen the Dominion 
and Provincial legislature as to the power 
to restrict Oriental immigration, but 
only that the provincial legislature shall 
Insist on its-rights. As these rights are 
undefined, we think our contemporary 
distinguishes between things that are no 
way different.

Bomb Eastern houses say their Febru
ary trade was 260 per cent, ahead of last 
year and attribute toe increase to Klon
dike orders. If our Eastern Canadian 
exchangee had taken up the" fight for 
this trade tooner Canada would have 
enjoyed even more of it.

Thb Vancouver World quotes approv
ingly of Lord Rosebery’s saying that 
" whenever you find a soft thing you find 
a Scotchman sitting beside it.” . May 
we ask our esteemed friend what parti
cular soft thing it ia sitting by at pre
sent?

------ » ».
Thb Toronto Globe thinks that the 

Ontario ministry will have a vote of 
fifty when all the returns are in. If this 
is the case it can get along for a time; 
but what a tremendous falling off, is 
there, my countrymen.

The Vancouver World says the Ontario 
government is all right because it can 
strengthen itself at the by-elections. 
This reminds us of the man who said 
that his constitution was all gone and he 
was living on his by-laws.
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dykeTHE MORTGAGE TAX.
We believe that sonie such provision, 

as that suggested in the Colonist a few 
days ago, would do very much to put toe 
burden of the mortgage tag upon the 
right shoulders. At any. rate the ex
periment is worth trying. It could not 
possibly injure the borrower, although 
it would of course be open to the objec
tion that it would be no relief to those 
who are already under covenant or otoen 
wise obligated to pay the personal pro
perty tax on money borrowed by them. 
The legislature has the constitutional 
power to make such a law retroactive, 
but to do so would be such a violation 
of contract that no representative body 
could be induced .to agree to it. We 
frankly confess that we see no way of re
lieving such persons except by a law re
pealing the tax altogether, unless the 
mortgagor is permitted to reduce his 
personal tax by the amount of his mort
gage indebtedness. At present the èx-. 
eruptions include :

“So much of the personal property of 
any person as is equal to the just debts 
owed by him on account of such per
sonal property, except such debts as are 
secured by mortgage upon real estate or 
are unpaid on account of the purchase 
money therefor.”

If the words •• except such debts as 
are secured by mortgage upon real «- 
tate” were struck out of this exemption 
it would confer some relief. In the ma
jority of cases this would relieve the 
mortgaged farmer from the payment of 
any personal tax whatever. We do not 
claim that the measure of relief to be 
granted by such an amendment would 
beat all what the mortgagors would 
like, and in many cases it would prob
ably be no relief at all, because the 
mortgagor’s personal property would 
already be covered by other exemp
tions.

What we would like to see adopted is 
such a law as would compel the mortga
gee to pay the tax upon the money he 
has invested, and at the same time 
would prevent\him from recouping him
self at the expense of the mortgagor. 
For the future we believe such a pro
vision as we suggested would have a 
good effect. For the past there is no 
remedy except by the exemption of 
money secured by mortgage from tax
ation, and we are not sure that this re
lief would even in a majority of cases 
enure to the benefit of toose in whose 
interests it would be made.

PROFITABLE EXPENDITURES.
We make no apology for a second 

reference to the great per capita contri
bution of the province to the federal 
revenue, but this time not for the pur
pose ' of demanding consideration be
cause of what the province has done in 
toe past, but to show how exceedingly 
profitable it will be for the Dominion to 
deal liberally with British Columbia 
development projects in the future. The 
argument generally made in Ontario 
against expenditures of this nature in 
other parts of Canada is that that pro
vince is the Milch Cow of the Dominion, 
and all the people in other parts are 
being nourished at its expense. That 
this has not been true of British Colum-
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which their presence in the country 
would entail. The increase of receipts 
would begin the moment the policy of 
railway construction was fully inaugur
ated, so that if the federal aid were pro
vided by the issue of treasury bills re
deemable at call, or on very short dates, 
they could be retired out of revenue.

We present these considerations fo 
the attention of the ministry at Ottawa 
We are informed that at least the holder 
of one federal portfolio is under the im
pression that nothing ought to be done 
for British Columbia because nature has 
done so much for toe province already. 
It is very true that nature has been very 
lavish in her favors to toe Pacific slope 
of Canada, but it so happens that under 
the articles of Confederation the whole 
Dominion receives the lion’s share of 
benefit from a revenue standpoint, and 
consequently the provincial government 
is not in a position to adopt a policy of 
development commensurate with toe 
vast revenue that will be yielded by the 
country when developed. There are 
certain direct benefits to be received by 
toe province which warrant the legis
lature in aiding such a policy, and we 
believe there will be no disposition in 
any influential quarter in British Colum
bia to act niggardly in toe premises. In 
fact the consensus of public opinion 
undoubtedly is that the two govern
ments . ought to act in harmony. But 
we believe the whole Dominion, which 
will receive the greater advantage, should 
bear the greater burden. We have in 
this article spoken of toe matter from a 
revenue standpoint only. We shall deal 
with it later from toe commercial and 
industrial standpoint.

JAMES WATSON S <9 lip.
*sents»john earsman &‘co-

ioo Wharf St-.

Winnipeg, March 3 —( 
nipeg’a mayor has receivi 
an agency in New Yc 
Worship to forward 8i 
“ brass collars used for ii 
city.” The mayor is pt 
application.

The Canadian Pacific h 
Howard block, corner t 
McDermott avenue, and 
same to be occupied by 
and telegraph offices, 
valuable corner in Winni

Winnipeg clearing bo 
the week ending March 
ings, $1,566,141; balai 
Corresponding week, 18 
<944,596 ; balances, $244,1

DISTILLERS
DUNDEE.Victoria, B-O.

Ruthven matter.

LEA AND PERRINS’Thb Nanaimo Review re-opens the 
John Biggs case. Biggs, it appears, had 
some cattle which were wrongfully 
seized by Sheriff Prior and sold under 
execution against one Powers, 
solicitors for Biggs compromised the mat
ter for something less than half the 
amount which Biggs claims he lost. 
This happened in 1880. Since then 
Biggs has been able to find no one to 
take the case up for him to enable him 
to get the balance, which he says ought 
to be paid him, and the Review thinks 
that if the government had “ the least 
respect for the rights of a private citi
zen” it would put an amount in the 
estimates to recompense Biggs. We 
fail to see what the government has to 
do with this matter, which appears to be 
between Biggs and his solicitors. If a 
government ia called upon to ask the 
legislature for money to protect every 
suitor who loses money through the acts 
of his solicitor, where shall the line be 
drawn? The fact that the sheriff was a 
party to the transaction cuts no figure 
in it.

Tub action of the Canadian police, if 
it was their action, in planting the Can
adian flag at the summit of the Pass 
from Skagway is not intended as an ag
gression, but simply to mark where the 
territory over which the United States 
exercises jurisdiction is to be considered 
as ending. The vaine of this step is 
wholly to the miners who have a cus
toms escort. It shows the point beyond 
which each an escort in is no longer ne
cessary. There is not the least disposi
tion on the part of Canada to claim a 
foot of land t£at is not rightfully hers; 
but it would be absurd to permit United 
States customs officers to accompany 
Canadian goods past the summit of the 
Pass, for under no possible construction 
of the treaty can oar neighbors claim 
any rights beyond the watershed.
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Blth Parties Still Claiming 
meat Apparently Lae 

Majority.

Toronto, March 3.—(I 
is no change thui far to-j 
tario election returns ad 
still claim a majority. Q 
very close, the Coneervi 
only having two majoril 
two missing polls. Tti 
stand : Liberals, 47 ; Co 
Independent,! ; Patron, ] 
held, 1. Total, 94. Cd 
dependent and the 
of whom have Cons] 
ings, with the Conse* 
the government with buj

The Mail claims 46 Coi 
45 Liberals, with Muss 
Algoma to hear from. T] 
49 supporters, but connu 
Muskoka and Parry Sous 
in the Liberal column.

Despite the appearan] 
in the Globe and Mai] 
with Mr. Evanturel, in] 
Speaker denies that hi 
uervative leaning, the W] 
among the list of Coneed 
and totals up 47 Coned 
eluding also Nipiesing, H 
West Wellington. The 1 
the Conservatives will 
A.lp>mas.

Mr. Whitney arrived] 
morning and is conferrii 
eervative leaders.

Complete returns fro: 
the Liberals 38 majority

Kingston, March 3.— 
defeated Conservative i 
tie will protest ministe 
tion.
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SAUCE.The estimates are to be brought down 
at a very early date this year. We 
think it is a long time since they were 
introduced into the British Columbia 
Legislature at so early a day in the ses
sion. _________
. The Roseland Times has discovered 
that the government has lost four votes, 
which it says makes a difference of eight 
against it on a division. Well, this cer
tainly is news.

Sincb the King of France with twenty 
thousand men marched np the hill and 
then marched down again, there has 
been nothing equal to the United States 
relief expedition to the Yukon.

The despatches this morning show the 
Grand Trunk up in an extraordinary 
light as endeavoring to build up Seattle 
at the expense of Victoria and Van
couver.

:
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R. P. RITHET & CO.Bbitish Columbia has maintained-the 
third place in the table of exports. Her 
exports are three and a quarter millions 
in excess of those of Nova Scotia.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS,
Wharf Street, Victoria, |B.C.

Groceries, Wines and Liquors A
In view of the way the Ontario elec

tion has gone we suggest that a coalition 
might be a good thing. Or else the two 
parties might manage affairs week about.

If the United States government does 
npt expect to fight Spain why all this 
feverish preparation for war?

KLONDIKE OUTFITTERS & MARINE UNDERWRITERS
Agente^for^the P-xifle^ Coast Steamship Company’s Tobonto, March 3.—(
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