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RUSSBLL VS, SOOTT.

Prisoners Withdraw Their Plea of
* Justification in the Libgl
Case.

“Times” on the Death of
General Walker—Daly; the
Dynamiter.

The

LoxpoN, Jan. 7.—This morning in the
Scott-Russell libel case the time was oc-
cupied by the speech of counsel for the
defence of the male defendants. He ap-
plied for power to awpend the date of the
alleged misconduct ‘at Winchester, but
Justice Hawkins refused.g Cousel for
Lady Scott also expressed a desire to in-
troduce the sworn statement of Fred-
erick Cast, the groomh, who- was one of

said before, plays a very insignificant
part. No,Tam opposed to the creation
of a tariff commission becauge, I see’ no
need of one, and I' think the'majority
opinion of Congress on the subject agrees
with my views. Many things contribute
to business'depression. Lack of markets
through over-production 18 one contri-
buting cause. Another and principal
cauge is lack of revenue to carry on the
affairs of government. I think a tariff
bill comstructed on Republican lines
will greatly alleviate them, if it does not
cure them.

““What we néed to do is to revive our
drooping industries and raise more rev-
enue. One, will logically follow the
other. A tariff bill such as I trust the
incoming congress will enact will not
compel this government to shin along as
it has for four years past. In due time
a;lmll lwit;h continued Repull;lioan rule we
shall gradually return to that perity
which the o&tunky once enjoyed and
which was ruthlessly sacrificed ~ for an
incongruoug sentiment founded on pro-
mises that have not been fulfilled and
which in the nature of things ought'not
to have been expected.”’

Columbia.

Quantities.

RIVALLING FICTION.

SEATTLE, Jan. 6—George McL, Brown,
-general Western passenger agent of the{the agents-general in London of the
Canadian Pacific railroad; came down | colonies, the heads of the government,
from Vancouver to.meet an . Eastern|and many others interested in the com-
railroad man in. this seity, and:

together | merce of the Emuire, gave a bangiiet to-
they will visit the-Kootenay mining dis- | night at the Hotel Cecil to U.S; Ambas-
trict. The statement ia commonplace | sador Bayard. The Earl of Jersey, who

BAYARD BAQUETTED

George MecL. Brown’s: Story of a|The American, Ambassador Enter-
Mine of Water in British

_ tained in London by the
Artiele Club.

Copper Bearing Ore Can Be Pre-{A Warm ‘Ovation—‘* There Should
cipitated in Paying

Be No Obstruetion Between
the Two Countries.”

Loxnpoxn, Jan. 6.—The Article- Club,

enough, ag it relates to a possibiy adven- | succeeds the Earl of Winchelsea as
turous trip into a country that many {president of the club, was chairman.
visit every month, but the fact that Mr. | Addresses were. made by the Earl of

e

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U. S. Gov’t Report

Royal Bsking

Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE

day. Golden Drip, which adjoins the
famoys 0.K. and 1.X.L. mines is the
scene of a new strike to-day. Two feet
of fine free milling quartz have been
found in the north drift. .

The customs colleetions for the port of
-Nelson for-the month of - December total
$33,423.69, ‘made up. as follows: . Ross-
land, $12,085.56; Trail, $7,841.54; Kaslo,
$7,398.27; Nelson, $5,385.65; Waneta,
$606.78; Rykerts, $106.89. The dutiable
goods imported aggregated. $124,143 and
free goods $32,820, the exports totalling
$485,182, of which $250 was gold dust,

OPENING OF SESSION,

Parliament to Meet March 4~Tarift
Commission Net to Visit*
British Columbia.

7

Staff on Sault Canal Discharged—
Parcel Post for Points in

the*defendants but who died recently of
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consumption in Holloway jail, ‘as this
was the only - evidence counsel could
produce in support of that part of the
case. The justice, however, also refused
this request.

After luncheon Countess Russell took
a ceat at the solicitors’ table and held
her mother’s hand for a2 moment and
kissed her affectionately as the prisoner
was passing towards the dock. Counsel
for Lady Scott said that owing to the
judge 1t was clear that an appeal on
justification could not be maintained
in behalf of his client, amd he
therefore withdraw that plea. ‘Counsel
for the male defendants, Cockerton and
Avylott, said in the behalf that after the
ruling of Justice Hawkins he could not
resist a verdict against his clients and
withdraw their plea for justifiéation.

Sir Frank Lockwood, Q.C., for Earl
Russell, said his client could not control"
the course the defence propoesed to take,
but deeply regretted that the course was
taken before he had an opportunity to
cross-examine the defendznts. Sentence
was postponed until to-morrow, the
prisoners being allowed bail.

now in Boston, requesting him, to send
a wreath and to attend the funeral of
Gen. Francis A. Walker,

: Ti education, it must be on the ground that | year
10 sho Times or, e death. of .GuseM this question is 5o intimately connected | truth dawned on the party that $he My, Bayard.

Walker says: ‘““His death will be re-
gretted in -Great Britain amost ‘as

CLERICAL INTIMIDATION.

(From the Ottawa Citizen.)

The action of the bishops in forbid-
ding their congregations, under penalty {
of refusal of the sacraments, to read
L’Electeur, has been and-is defended by
the press of Quebec who are opposed to
the government. The bishops undoubt-
edly are acting conscientiously in the
exercise of what they consider to be a
power rightfully belonging to them as
responsible for the spiritual welfare of
their flocks.

No one can doubt that, and those of
our Quebec contemporaries who uphold
their cause are equally well meaning;
but the principles underlying this ac-
tion of .the bishops are not suited to a
free country, and it is our firm opinion
that if they contiriue in the path they
have entered the result must necessarily
be extremely.injurious to their own in-
fluence. A8 Mr. Laurier said at the
ontreal banquet, while Catholics may
render homage in purely religious mat-
ters to the priesthood, the principles of
civil liberty- are opposed to their as-
sumption of the right to dictate the

right to destroy a newspaper for freely

‘Brown was in town last night madeit|Jersey, Sir Robert G. W. Herbert, Car-|$145,264 ore, and $337,936 copper matte.

of another mine in British Columbia
that he has visited and which "is ne
more nor less than a mine of water, if

possible for him to tell a wonderful story | dinal Vaughan, Sir Charles Tupper and
Kato Takaaki, the Japanese minister.

The Earl of Jersey, formerly, governor

such a thing can be considered. 'He|of New South Wales, made a few re-

says that less than two years ago an In-imarks in eulogy of Mr. Bayard, and
dian while crossing a stream about|then Sir Robert W. G. Herbert, agent-
twenty miles to the west of Ashcroft, on | general in London for Tasmania, toasted
the main line of the Canadian Pacific, |‘the colonies, which he said were greatly
discovered that his pony had casta(indebted to Mr. Bayard for the settle-

per,

sequent to the

horseshoe

It was fished up. and th

shoeland that the iron sign of good luck | ment of certain question tending to the
had fallen into the stream. The story ; 2k o e

goes on to etate that the Indian did not
stop to gather up the shoe, but pressed,| commissioner in London, resporided with
on his way, and ‘ hig - movements sub-| warm tributes to Sir Charles Tupper, ex-
episode | premier of Canads, and Mr. Bayard.
are lost for a vyear, when he turns|He said: “ We have in Canada every-
up again 48 the guide to a party of hun- thing which has made the United States
ters. In their ramblings around throngh | what it is to-day.”
the mountains west of Ashcroft, they
came to the place where the pony’s shoe | Westminster, proposed the toast to
ad fallen into the creek, and two of ““the people of the
(tihe gentlemen of the party alighted to prolonged cheers.
rink.

federation of English speaking people.
Sir Donald Smith, Canadidh high

Cardinal Vaughan, the first Bishop of

nited States,”” amid
He said “ the United

They had scarcely partaken of |States and Great Britain have a common
the water of the creek before both were | misgion of civilization and Britons have
taken with violent cramps, the result of | extended to their fcousin the right
drinking the water, and each showed Fhand of fellowship.” Cardinal Vaughan
unmistakable signs of poisoning. While groceeded with words of praise for- Mr.
The bimetallic league has cabled to|OPinlons and setions of citizens upon |8nother of the party looked into the

one of its members, Mr. Forbes, who is |Other subjects,

ayard’s tact and kindness in the re-

stream he discovered at the edge what | cent anxious period growing out of the
If we admit that ‘the bishops have the appeared to be a horseshoe of pure €0p- ' Venezuelan dispute. Che United States,

1 Lt w3 the Indian | he said, had often chosen worthy repre-
An editorial | discussing a question of politics or of [identified it as that.cast by his pony a |gentatives to England, but never had a

before. As
with ‘religion that it is the right and |tWo sick-men were poisoned by drink-

soon  as  the | happier choice been made than that of

When Mr. Bayard arose to respond to

THAT DRAFT REPORT.

New York, Jan. 6,.—A special copy-
righted cablegram to the Evening Post
from London says: ‘‘The ‘draft repert
of the Pacific cable commission was
signed this afternoon : on behalf of

the British, Australian and Can-
governments,
months of investigation. The result
which is kept = strictly secret for
the present, is awaited with keen in-
terest as the first tangible product of
Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain’s ag-
gressive colonial policy, an important
step towards establishing British su-
premacy in the Pacific and supplying
the empire with a trunk line of Imperial
cables free from possible foreign inter-
ference. It is rumored that the ‘report
favors laying a cable at  the
earliest possible momemet . between
Vaneouver and Australasia under
joint subsidies by England, Canada, cer-
tain Australian colonies and New Zeal-
and. It must touch none but British
territory, leaving Hawaii to be tapped
by a branch line.

The Canadian delegates strongly
favored the construction and operating
of the cable as a-joint government enter-
prise by an Imperial-Colonial cable
trust, England, Canada and Australia,
each paying one-third of the cost, which

adian after many

Australia.

(From Qur Own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Jan. 7.—Thursday, March 4,
is now talked of as the date of the meet-
ing of parliament.

The tariff commissioners will only be
able to visit Halifax and: St. John in the
maritime provinces. Manitoba - and
British Columbia will not be visited at

‘all. )

Owing to pressure of official business
Hon. Mr. Laurier has had to decline an
invitation to attend the annual banquet
of the Boston Merchants’ Association, to

be held on the 18th instant. The Pre-
mier, however, may visit Wabhington at
the end of the month.

All the staff of the Canadian Sault
canal, including the mechanical super-
intendent, a brother of Dr. Montague,
have been discharged, with the ' excep-
tion of Superintendent Boyd.

The Post Office department has issued
a notification that parcels for Queens-
land, Vietoria and South Australia may
hereafter be forwarded via Vancouver at
the same rates as to Sydney, viz., 24
cents per pound.

RAIN AND SNOWFALL.

much as in the United States, He was [duty of the:Chureh to speak in regard to | iDg Water in which copper was in solu- | thig toast he received a tremendous ova- | Will be about $10,000,000. The cable| LANGLEY,Jan.7.—Special)—Rain fell
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one of the fairest, and most reasonable i‘tf' bu;u if bt:is be the case, what sphere of | tion, they set about curing them, with | tion from those present.
life w

advocates of bi-m ism.” After enlo-
gizing the deceased’s-economist’s attain- |
ments and writinge at considerable
length, S ’.l‘nhmes continges: ‘* With all

er the u
Wolcott’s visit.
be welcomed here. For several reasons
Mr. McKinley could not have chosen a
more acceptable ‘envoy. but publie.
opinion in land” | is
hostile than befere ‘to bi-metallism,
Nothing can be hoped from the visit
except a8 a political movement and a
salve to the silverites. The failure of
his mission is certain. No public man
whatever his -theoretical views would

i ueh 1o
ed object of Senator

think the present an opportune moment | conceived that thev would ever ‘permit
to meet the question, and this opinion | the 0191'8_? to exercise
will exist at all events as iong as bi-|those which are exercis
metallism appears to be dropped or re- | of Quebee. |

vived according to the exigencies of
American domestic politics.’’

Senor Canovas del Castillo, the Span- | With favor, but party interests are of
ish Premier, declares that all the re- comparatively small consequence com-
ports circulated regarding impending|Pared with the fundamental principle
cabinet changes are unfounded. The |that private members of the community

chamber will probably meet in April.

John Daly, who was recently released |2nd publicly, and: witheut fear, any
from prison after a term served on con- | question whatever in which they or the
viction of being a dynamiter, made a|Public are concerned.

gpeech on the subject of his prison life
to a densely-packed audience in’the
Holborn town hall yesterday, A num-
ber of societies marched in procession
previous to the meeting, amid intense
enthusiasm. Daly was greeted with
cries of “God bless you.’ He
said that he has witnéssed the
cruelties that drove Dr. Gallagher in-
sane, but the nature of the acts pre-
cluded his describing them to a public
audience. He accused the British gov-
ernment of manufacturing evidence
against Edward J. Ivory, whose trial for
compl'icity with Tynan in a dynamite
conspiracy is pending,

The Bank of England’s rateof discount
remains unchanged at 4 per cent.

The Chronicle announces that the Pa-
cific cable commission has finally signed
its report. It says that the lowest ten-
der for a Fanning island cable ranged
from £1,517,000 to £1,880,000, according
to whether a 12, 15 or 18-word per min.
ute cableis laid. - .

U. S. TARIFF COMMISSION.

Senator John Sherman has made the
following statement to a Washington
correspondent of the Sun: ““I am op-
posed to the creation of a tariff commis-
sion because I believe congress is tho-
roughly competent to deal with the
tariff or other economic questions. Itis
doubtful in my mind if a commission
ess would long toler-
ate it. ‘People who favor a tariff revi-
sion do 86 on the ground that the tariff
should be taken out of politics and
dealt with as a purely business question.
This is an imputation upon the business
ability and patriotism of congress that
does not look well in print and which
ought not to go unanswered. As a mat-
ter of fact, politics plays a smaller part
in the creation of & tariff bill than some
people assume. When the schedules of
a tariff bili are being formulated, all of
the several business interests of the

«cou*y that are interested usually get a
hearlng.

¢ Between what the business interests
want and what they ought to have or

- what Congress thinks theyare justly en-

titled -to there is frequently a wide differ-
ence, But in any case the endeavor on
the part of Congress is always to deal out
equal and exact justice to all classes and
conditions of men. Politics is a mere
incident in tariff legislation, and, as I

Senator Wolcott . will |28 the most precious of our inheritances.

move] the continent. The Gallican church was

‘Ch'apleau and the judges.

What act

jhah ifaditions, mo

L101!

let"d to valu

they gained. On this many a contest
was fought, not only in England but on

alwgys.a free ehurch, The present gen-
eration of French, itis true, are net only

atheistic. Should they, however, change
their ideas and become omce more de-
vout and faithful Catholics, it cannot be

Party interests might possibly lead us
to regard the destruction of L’Electeur

ought to have the right to discuss, freely

SENSATIONAL TRIAL.

8AN FrANcIsco, Jan. 8.—Advices from
Japan per steamship Coptic says:|

poisoning is set to commenoce on January
4in Her Britannic Majesty’s court at
Yokohama. The crown advocate, H.
Wilkinson, has come from Shanghai to
agsist the Yokohama crown prosecutor,
H. C. Litchfield. Bixty British residents
of Yokohama have been summoned for
the jury, Five only will be actually
needed, but counsel on both sides are
expected to exercise great diserimina-
tion. The case promises to be one of
the most sensational on reco_rd.

IMPORTANT STRIKES.

RossLanp,  Jan. 8.—(8pecial)}—The
Rossland Miner will say to-morrow:
“ ’.I‘wo .important strikes were made in
mines in the free milling gold belt to-
day. One in the face of the upper
or No. 11 level of the 0.
K., which level is further into
the mountain than any other tunnel at
this point. There are eight inches of ore
full of free gold. Seven sacks of this ore
were - taken out, on one shaft to-day, and
though the exact value is not known,
there i8 no question that they are worth
at least $5,000, and possibly twice or
three times that sum.

R i

WinNipEG, Jan. 7.—The bill of particu-
lars on which the petition against the
election of Honi Hugh John Macdonald

court house to-day by T. G. Mather, act-
ing as agent for D. M. Cooper, attorney
for the petitioners. The bill comprises
34 gages of closely type-written matter
and contains 108 charges. In each case
the names of the parties:concerned are
mentioned. A large number of charges
of bribery are made.

Orrawa, Jan., 6,—At the funeral of
Archbishop Fabre Premier Laurier eat
in Hon. Mr. ffrion’s pew, and the
French Liberals say a slight was offered
the premier in not having him in the
front with 8ir A. P. Caron, Lieut.-Gov.

discovery,

“Its source was di

s

0

pn'ng and | for the distinction.

He said: “1I

from clerical dictation? | the result that they.soon recovered, and have sincerely tried to be faithful to my
vill & private man, who is a | the inyestigation of the marvelous trust, We look upon you as English
iolic, 'be; able to take without the {8tream was continued.
ger of dlerical intimidation? Infact, |

cougins and on Canadians as our Ameri-

d to. be'in $he | oan half-brothers. There is nothing in
A oW o e growth .of Cymaaw butiwhit' will
FEFSCYoie IR DUCCosMONTot SICPSTOT 84 awaken
aifl distance, and which then rose in | of " the
a sheer precipice far above them.:' The | pot,°
For this our forefathers fought and this | Water poured out of a hole in rock in a | any just obstruction between the United
steady ptream, flowing down the steps of States, Great Britain and Canada,
rocks, along the course by which it was | There should be n divergence by sharp
traced, finally disappearing in the rocks. | hhrages and insultz
That is the story of the discovery of injury.
the spring as it was related to Mr.|girain to the relations between England
not servile in these matters but they are [ Brown, and as Le related its telling. |and the United States, Mr. Bayard closed
The subsequent narrative of the mine of by saying:
copper water Mr. Brown vouches for,
and it is a fitting ending to that of its
As soon as the party of
wers such as | bunters found out what they had they \Opn the contrary, Iam rather
in the province | proceeded to stake out the s
along its flow. | Belldend Wi dldses
The principal holder of the claims is| gratitude that I reflect that I have been
Mr. 8. F. Griffiths, of Vancouver. Above | gple to bring the hands and hearts of the
the epring in the rock there is a mass of | two countries together. If that is my

decomposed ore and other mineral mat-| racord I shall carr it awa: d k it
ter, which runs high in gold. v T-Awhy and keep 1

reaching the ledge of copper over which

Just pride in & . citizen
United States. .’ There is
and there ought not to be,

Hat sting longer than
After referring in his usual

‘“If I have evoked the displeasure of
some because I have sought to preserve
amity, I cannot say that I am very sorry.
grateful
It is no spirit of de-

fiance, but in a well considered spirit of

Before | wherever I go.”

“ The trial of Mrs. W, R. H. Carey for hoped to reach the ore ledge more
the wilful murder of her husband by |quickly. i ) 4

As to the water itselfl it has been prov- | jjgned show that there is no sign of re-
cavery in the birth rate, the total in-
crpase in the population of France since
1891 being only 175,027, while the number
of foreigners in France is decreasing.
The large town is growing slightly at the

o o .'» | expense of the smaller towns and the
Brown vouches for its truth and says in |, al districts.

the stream of water must run it will be
necessary to get below the decomposed
mineral, which is now being done by a

by the company. They have already
struck a ledge of Peacock ore, an unfail-
ing indication of the presence of copper
in large quantities. A tunnel is also to
be cut in along the course of the stream
through the rock, by which means it is

ed by analysis and electrical demonstra-
tion that it bears exactly 39.7 pounds of
copper to each 200 gallons and that by
mining the water by electricity the cop-
per can be precipitated in paying quan-
tities. It sounds visionary, but Mr,

connection with the possible - future of

companied by his
expert, became

the stQry that he
to Japan alone, leaving the ex-
pert to éxamine into the matter.

own

He left word that shoun
prove the statements true he (Mr. Mor-

cent. interest in the scheme.

been staked out in claims. .
In connection with Mr. Morgan’s in-

his mining operations in Wales have

of the' world, and his

popularit;
there was

y. He is aggressive and fearless, and

the new mining district might bring out.

and its equal as a story does not find its

Earallel in the matter-of-fact history of
usiness of to-day.

P . T
DounviLLe, Jan. 7.—James Fawcett,
formerly a miller of Port Stanley, com-

ing. Ill health is supposed to have
been the cause of the deed.

mitted guicide here vesterday by shoot- | otlier metal mine in Canada.

The guests all rose in their place at

the conclusion of the speech, loudly
cheering and waving their handker-
chiefs. It was the greatest ovation
large number of men, who are employed | which has been tendered to Mr. Bayard
dbring his career here.
affected and almost broke down once or
twice during the course.of his speech.

He was visibly

8ir Charles Tupper toasted *¢ Other

Peoples,”’ to which the Japanese Minis-
ter, Mr. Kato Takaaki, responded.

The results of the last census just pub-

Theinhabitants havein-

L) . creased in 24 departments and have
the spring that Hon. William Prichard | jacreased in 63 de;ﬁzrtments.

Morgan. member of the British parlia-|igter of the interior, M. Barthou, notes

ment, Who was on his way to Japan, ac-| 31, increase in emigration, but he is com-

[ mInIng i pelled to confess that the marked ten-

interested . in dency of the population is to remain
went” on|gationary.

The min-

A Rome despatch to the Daily Mail

The says that the Pope gave audience to six-

water had been submitted to Mr. Mor- ty persons yesterday, Wednesday, and

gan, who marvelled greatl{ at the story. | showed himeelf to be brisk and not fa-
d his expert| tioned afterwards.

The steamship Belgique, while bound

gan) would give $100,000 for a 51 per|tom Antwerp for'Bayonne, F rance, was
- ne. Since the| wrecked last night on Cat’s Head rock.
first digcoyeries the entire district has| Fijteen of the eighteen persons on board
were drowned.

The Hamburg line steamship Fuerst

terest in the wonderfyl spring and its| Bigmarck has gone aground at the town

possibly attendant mines of copper, | of Blankenese, on the Elbe. The ship
it is imteresting to review the fact that |isin no danger. '

The Times Constantinople correspon-

made him one of the wealthy: men| jont explains that the Mussulman bene-
A fits which are being considered by the
go great for his ef-|gmbassadorsin connection with meas-
forts in developing the mining djstricts | urés of reform are intended to compel
of thhat country that he was returned to | the Sultan’s acceptance of the whole of
parliament last year by the largest| the reforms, including those applying to
majority ever given a candidate to that Christians also.

for Winnipeg is founded - was filed at the | bod

The newspapers of Bolivia continue to

and his work as a barrister in Australia | make bitter comments and attacks upon
has been reviewed again and again in the | peyy,
legal reviews and the press of the.world. | pregg that Chili will provide the Bolivi-

. The matter of the digging and theé |gn government with 40,000 Mannlicher
riches in copper that it carries is one of | riffes in case of an outbreak of hostilities
the episodes that the development of|with Peru.

The assertion is made in the

HOISTING PLANT FOR LE ROL.

Rossvanp, Jan. 7.—(Special)—The
new hoisting plant for the Le Roi mine
has a larger capacity than that of any

It will be
running in thirty days and the output
will be then increased to 500 tons per

will be ready within two years. The
}noject noy awaits the approval of the
mperial and Colonial cabinets and the
passage of the necessary votes by the
yarious legislatures. - The only difficulty
i8- ted in Australia, w

onial ivhiries are certain to

sition, . )

IN AND OUT OF HAVANA.

oppo-

special correspondent in the field near
Arroiro Arena, province of Havana, Cuba,
says: ““I have been fortunate enough
to get into Havana and get out again,
and to find the insurgents forces all in
just twelve hours. This place is six miles
from San Pedro, where Maceo is re-
ported to have been killed. It is nGt true
that either Pinar del Rio or Havana
provinces havé been pacified. The in-
surgents are not thinking of making
peace. They are more active and hope-
ful than ever. The observations of the
World correspondent, who accompanied
the Spanish troops with the pass grant-
ed by General Weyler, mis-stated the
true situation in this respect. Only
portions of the province haye been de-
serted by the insurgents, chiefly for lack
of food. There never were but 6,000
rebels in Pinar del Rio province. They
are still there. General Weyler at the.
head of thirty thousand Spanish troops, ]
did not conquer them. Maceo never
fought in heavy columne, His bands
wére always scattered and he never had
more than 200 men with him. His]
plan was to harass, tease and tire out the
enemy. Ifind the situation here looks
better for the insurgents to-day than
when I left Pinar del Rio last August.
Even the Spaniards admit that none of
the ingurgents have surrendered.’’

INDIGNANT NEWS BOYS.

WasHINGTON, Jan. 7.—The newsboys
of Washington have been denied the
privilege by the commissioners of the
district of carrying their papers on the
streets on Sunday. They will hold a
mass meeting Thureday evening to pro-
test against the action, and will appeal
for a revocation of the order. Five-
minute speeches will be made by the
newsboys at this meeting on both sides
of the question. They have secured
Willard hall, one of the largest in the
city, for  their meeting. The ministers
of Washington are directly responsible
for the edict against the newsboys, and,
anticipating the boys’ protest, they held
a meeting to assure the district commis-
sioners of their intention to demand an
enforcementrof the order. '

AFTER WEARY WAITING.

ALBANY, Jan. 6.—On the last day of
Governor Morton’s term of _office he
commuted the sentence of George F.
"Gordon, a life prisoner at the Clinton

rison. Gordon had been in prison for
?hirty-two years. He 'was formerly of
Greenbush, Rensselaer county, and was
convicted in 1866 for the murderof acattle
droverat West Albany. He was con-
‘victed on circumstantial evidence, and
at the time of his conviction was not per-
.mitted to be a witness on his own be-
half, the law not permitting such. The
petition for pardon has been on file for
twenty years. He is now 65 years old.

e e e

Kimvesron, Jan. 7.—A fire- broke
out in the vestry: of Christ church,
Tamworth. The flames were con-
fined to that part of the buiMing, but
the interior of the church was badly
damaged by smoke. The cause of the
fire is unknown.

upon 23 days'during the month of De-
cember, amounting to 12.056 inches, as
follows: On the first week, 4.605'inches;
second week, 3.275 inches; }hird, 3.528

intercol- [inches fourth,-0638;. apd the balance

of month, 0.052/ The deposition for
November of 1896 amounted to 10.095
inches, and for October of thesame year ;
4.107, falling upon 18 days in November

New York, Jan. 7.—The World’s -and 10 days in October.

During October of 1895 rain fell upon
6 days. amounting to 0.994 inches; in
November, upon 14 days, amounting to
6.314 inches; December, upon 18 days,
amounting to 7.106 inches ; and January
of 1886, upon 20 days, with snow upon 6
days, amounting 8.834 inches of rajn,
and 17.250 inches of snow. s
During the year 1896, rain fell upon
157 days, amounting to 62.616 inches,
and snow upon 15 dayvs, amounting to
23.25 inches, as follows: January, 20
days’ rain, amounting to 8.834 inches;
6 days’ snow, amounting to17.25 inchee.
February, 17 days’ rain, amounting to
8.838 inches, and 4 days’ snow, amount-
ing to 5.00 inches.” March, 14 days’
rain, amounting to 2.510 inches; 2days’
snow, amounting to 1.00 inch. April.
18 days’ rain, amounting to 5.352
inches. May, 15 days’ rain, amounting
to 4.320 inches. June, 13 days’ rain,
amounting to 3.263 inches. In July
there was no rain. August, 8days’rain,
amounting to 1.860 inches. September,
6 days’ rain, amounting to 1.381 inches.
October, 10 days’ rain, amounting to
4.107 inches; and November and Decem-
ber as given above. .

NATURAL GAS:

New Yorxk, Jan. 7.—Judges Lacombe
and Wallace of the U. 8. Circuit Court
of Appeals filed a decision to-day te
classify natural gas as a mineral for all
the purposes of the statutes and customs
laws. This affirms the finding of the
Oircuit court of this distriet, which
upheld the board of .gen-
eral . appraisers’ déclaration  that
natural gas piped from Shirkstown,
Canada, to Buffalo, N.Y., is not subject
to any duty, because it is within the de-
finition of crude minerals. Under sec-
tion 4 of the McKinley act the collector
of customs, however, assessed the im-
ported gas at ten Per cent., holding that
gas i8 ‘‘a raw or unmanufactured article
not enumerated or provided for.”’

-HAWAIIAN CABLE.

WasBINGTON, Jan. 8.—Since the dead-
lock in the committee on eommerce, over
which of the two projects for a Hawaiian

cable was the more meritorious, thegen-

eral question of the Pacific cable has

been in abeyance. It is understood,

however, that further efforts will now be.
made, and General W. A. Swayne, of

New York, will agpear before the house

committee on commerce next Tuesday,

and present a new propesition in behalf

of the Spalding Company.

RoOBERVAL, Jan. 7.—So far only three
bodies have beén taken from the ruins
of the convent of Notre Dame. The
search for others is going on, but the
work is hampered by the lack of proper
appliances, The loss by the burning of
the convent is estimated at $30,000, and
is supposed to be about covered by in-
surance,

8r. CaTHARINES, Jan. 7.—J. H. Mc-
Clung & Co.’s departmental store has
suspended payment, owing to the failure
of several large houses with which they

had been doing business.




