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" my groom, is the only man who can do
anything w’th him. We fead him once
a day, and not too much then, so that
he is always as keen as mustard. Tol-

“‘ler lets him loose every night, and
.God help the trespasser whom he lays

his fangs upon. For goodness’ sakc,

don’t you ever, on any pretext,set vour
foot over the threshold at night, for 1t
is as much as your life is worth.’
““The warning was no idle one, for
two nights later I happened to look
out of my bedroom window about 2
in the morning. It was a beautiful
moonlight night, and the !awn in front
of the house was silvered over and al-
most as bright as day. I was stand-
ing, wrapped in the peaceful beauty of
the scene, when I was aware that
something was moving under the sh.;_t-v
dow of the copper beeches. As it
emerzed into the moonshine I saw
what it was. It was a giant dog, as
large as a calf, tawny tinted, with
hanging jowl, black muzzle and huge
iprojecting bones. It walked slowly
facross the lawn and vanished into the

'shadow upon the other side. That

dreadful silent sentinel has sent a chill

to my heart which T ¢o not think that
any burglar could have done.
“And now I have a very strange ex-

“‘Oh, I am so frightened!” 1 panted.

“ ‘My dear young lady,my dear young
lady,’—you cannot think how ocaress-
ing and soothing his manner was—‘ang
what has frightened you, my dear
young lady?

“But his voice was just a little too
coaxing. He overdid it. I was keenly
on my guard against him,

“‘I was foolish enough to go
the empty wing,’ I answered,
is so lonesome and eerje in this dim
light that I was frightened and ran
out again. Oh, it is so dreadfully still
in there!”

“‘Only that? said he
keenly.

“ ‘Why,
asked.

““ “Vh_v
door?’

“‘I am sure that I

“‘It is to keep out becple who have
no business there. Do you see? He
was still smiling in the most amiable
manner.

“‘I am sure if I hag known——'

“‘Well, then, you know now, And
if vou ever put your foot over that
« threshold again’—here in an instant the
! smile hardened into a grin of rage and
he zlareq down at me with the face
perience to tell you. I had, as you of a demon—T'll throw youy to the mas-
know, cut off my hair in London, and ‘ tiff.’ ¢
1 had placed it in a great coil at the' “I was o terrified that I do not know
bottom of my trunk. One evening, af- ' what I diqd. Subbose that I must
ter the child was in bed, I began to|have rushed past him into my room. I
amuse myself by examining the furni- remember nothing unti] | found my-
ture of my room and by rearranging i Self lying on my bed trembling all
my own little things. There was an Oover. Then I thought of you, Mr.
old chest of drawers in the room, the j Holmes. I could not live there longer
two upper ones empty and open, tue i Without some advice, I was frightened
‘lower one locked. I ‘had filled the - of the house, of the man, of the wo-
first two with my linen, and, as I had ‘man, of the servants, even of the child,
still much to pack away, I was nat- | They were all horrible to me. 1f I
urally annoyed at not having the use could only bring you down all would
of the third drawer. It struck me that .ba well. Of course, I might have fled
it might have been fastened by a mere ' from the house, but iosi
oversight, so I took out my bunch of almost as strong as
kevs and tried to open it. The very | mind was soon made up,
first key fitted to perfection, and 1{YOu a wire, I but on my hat and cloak,
drew the drgwer open. There was only | went down to the office, which is about
one thing in it, but I am sure that yoa “half a mile ﬁl‘om the house, angd then
would never zuess what it was. It returned feeling very much easier. A
was my coil of hair., horrible doubt came into my mind as

“I took it up and examined it. 1t!I approached the door lest the dog
was of the same peculiar tint, and the | mizht be loose, but I remembered that
same thickness. But then the impos- Toller had drunk himself into a state
sibility of the thing obtruded itself up- |of insensibility that evening, I
on me. How could my hair bave been | knew that he was the only one in the
locked in the drawer? With trembling ; household who had any influence with
hands I undid my trunk, turned out|the savage creature, or who would

venture to set him free. 1 slipped in in

the contents, and drew from the bot-
tom my own hair. I laid the two safety, and lay awake half the night
tresses together, and I assure you that in my Joy at the thought of seeing you.
they were identical. Was it not ex- 'l had o difficulty in getting leave to
traordinary ? Puzzle as I would, I could, come into Winchester thig morning,
make nothing at all of what it meant..but I must be back before 3 o’'clock,
I returned the strange hair to the for Mr. and Mrs. Rucastle are going on
drawer, and I said nothing of the /a Visit and will be away all evening, so
{ matter to the Rucastles, as I felt that.that T must look after the child. Now
I had put myself in the wrong by open- | I have told you al] my adventures, Mr.,
inx a drawer which they had locked. | Holmes, and I should be very glad if

you could tell me what it all means,

“1 am naturally observant, as you

may have remarked, Mr. Holmes, and  and, above all, what | should do.”

I scon had a pretty good plan of the | Hnl‘m(\s and I had listened spellbound
whole house in my head. There was . to this extraordinary story. My friend
one wing, however, which appeared not 'rose now 41}1(1 baced up and down, his
to be inhabited at all. A door which hands in his pocket ang an expression
faced that which led into the quarters Of the most profound gravity upon hig
“of the Tollers opened into this suite, | face. :
but it was invariably locked. One day ©Is Toller still drunk?” he asked,
thowever, as I ascended the stair, I Yes. I heard 'his wife tell Mrs. Ru-
met Mr. Rucastle coming out through castle that she could do nothing with
this door, his keys in his hand, and a h‘_’}l; :

look on his face which made him a That is well.
very different person to the round, jov- out tonight?

ial man to wnoin I was accustomed. . Yes.

His cheeks were red, his brow was all I-‘;”‘h(‘m a cell
crinkled with anger, and the veins lo?'k,' .
jStood out at his temples with passion. .Yes; the wine cellar.”

He locked the door and burried past ‘You Seéem to have acted ajl through
me withcut a word or a look. ;lns matter _lxke a very brave and sens.

“This aroused my curiosity so when 'ible =irl, Miss Hunter. Do you think
IT went out for a walk in the grounds th{l}‘t you could DC_I'fM’rm one more feat?
{with my charge I strolled round to Ih§..0u1d not ask it o2 you if I dig not
|the side from which I could see the RNk you quite an exceptional wo-
windows of this part of the house. | Man.” - ;

There were four of them in a row,three “I Will try,  What is it?”
iof which were simply dirty, while the ! ‘}_’ e ;‘h'd“ be at the Copper Beeches
fourth was shuttered up. They were'h)-" { o'clock, my friend and 1. The
evidently all deserted. As T strolled uD'h}mas"U"S will be gone by that time,
and down, glancing at them occasion- f and Toller will, we hope, be incapable,
ally, Mr, Rucastle came out to me, | There ')}113' remains Mrs. Toller, who
looking as merry and jovial as ever. ! mizht give the alarm. If you would

“‘Ah!" said the, ‘vou must not think Send her into the cellar cn some er-
me rude if I pased you without a word, ' rand, and then turn the key on her,
my dear young lady. I was preoccu- YOU would facilitate matters im-
pled with business matters.’ mensely.

“l assured him that I was not of- “I will do it.”
tended. ‘By the way,’ said I, ‘you “Excellent. We shall then: look thor-
seem to have quite a suite of spdre foughly into the affair. Of course, there
rooms up there, and one of them has'is only one feasible explanation. You
the shutters up.’ p have been brought there to personate

“He looked surprised, and, as 1t;smner_me_. and the real person is im-
seemed to me, a little startled at my ! prisoned in this chamber. That is ob-
remark. vious., As to who this prisoner is, I

“ ‘Photograpny is one of my hob- | have no doubt that it is the daughter,
bies,” he said. ‘I have made my dark- | Miss Alice Rucastle, if 1 remember
room up there. But, dear me, what an rizht, who was said to have gone to
observant young lady we have come America. You were chosen, doubtless,
upon. Who woulg have believed it? as resemblinz her in height, figure and
Who would ever have believed it?’ He | the color of your hair. Hers had been
spoke in a jesting tone, but there was cut off, very possibly in some illness,
no jest in his eyes as he looked at me. ; through which she had passed, and S0,
I read suspicion there, and annoyance. ! of course, yours had to be sacrificed
but no jest. also, 3y a curious chance you came

“Well. Mr. Holmes, ubon her tresses. The man in the road
that I. understood that there was was, undoubtedly, some friend of hers
somethinz about that suite of rm)ms'—;mssib]y her fiance, and no doubt, as
which T was not to kilow of, I was all you wore the girl's dress and was so
on fire to go over them. It was not like her, he was convinced from yvour
tmere  curiosity, though I have my laughter, whenever he saw you, and
share of that. It was more a fc eling afterward from vour gesture, that Mias
of duty—a feeling that some 2004 Rucastle was perfectly happy and that
+might come from my penetrating 10 she no longer desired his attentions.The
this place. They talk of woman’s in-. dog is let loose at night to prevent him
stinet; perhaps it was woman’'s in- from endeavoring to communicate with
stinct which gave me that feeling. At ‘her. So much is fairly clear, The
any rate, it was there, and I was keen- voint in the case is the

We passed up the stair, unlocked a
door, followed on down a passage, and
found ourselves in front of the barri-
cade which Miss Hunter had described.
Holmes cut the cord and removed the
transverse bar. Then he tried the
various keys in the lock, but without
success. No sound came from withx‘n.‘
and at the silence Holmes’ face cloud-
ed over, |

“I trust that we are not too late.” |
said he, *“I think, Miss Hunter, that
we had better oo in without you. Now,
Watson, vut your shoulder to it, and
we shall see whether we cannot make
our way in.”

It was an old rickety door, and gave
at once before our united strength. To-
zether we rushed into the room. It
was empty. There was no furniture,
Save a little pallet bed, a small table,
and a baskettul of linen, The skylight
above was open, and the prisoner gone,

“There has been some villainy here,”’
said Holmes; “this beauty has guessed
Miss Hunter's intentions and has car-
ried his victim off.”

“But how ?”

“Through the skylight. We
Ssoon see how he managed
#wung himself up onto the roof. "o,
ves,” he cried, *“here’s the end of g
ionz light ladder against the eaves.
That is how he did R

“But it is impossible,”
Hurntter; “the ladder was not there
when the Rucastles went away.”

“He has come back and done it. [
tell you that he is a clever and dan-
ferous man. I should not be very
much surprised if this were he whose
sten I hear now ubon the stair, I
think, Watson, that it would be as well
for you to have Your pistol ready.”

The words were hardly out of his
mouth before a man appeared at the
door of the room, a very fat ang burly
man, with a heavy stick in his hand.
Miss Hunter screamed and shrunk
azainst the wall at the sight of him,
but Sherlock Holmes sprang forward
and confronted him.

“You villain!” said he; “where’s your
daughter?”

The fat man cast his eyes round, ang
then up at the open skylight,

“It is for me to ask that,” he
shrieked, ‘“you thieves! Spies and
thieves! I have caught you,have ca ught
You, have 1? You are in my power, I'il
Serve you.” He turned and clattered
down the stairs asg hard as he could
go.

“He's gone
Hunter,
“I have m
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for the dog!” crieq Miss s
¥ revolver,” said I.
o “Better close the front door,” said
g, Hoimes, and we all rushed down the
stairs together, We had hardly reached
the hall when we heard the baying of
a hound, ang then a seream of agony,
with a horrible worrying sound which
it was dreadful to listen to. An elder-
lz man with a red face and shaking
limbs came staggering out at the side
door.
“My God!” he cried.
loosed the dog.
two days,
late.”
Holmes and 1 rushed out and round
the ancle of the house, with Toller |
hurryﬁng behind us. There was the!
huze famished brute, its black muzzle |
buried in Rucastle’s throat, while he!
writhed and screamed upon the '
ground. Running up, I blew its brains!
out, and it fell over with its keen white

widower, and that his only child tha
» first wife daughter who
to Philadelphia, Mr. Rucastle
» in private that the reason why

t it has not detracted in the tiniest
iota from your appearance, We shall
now see how the electric-blue dress will
become you. You will find it laid out
shhe had left them was that she had an|upon the bed in vour room, and if you
unreasoning as to her stepmo-) would be mo good as {o put it on we
ther, As the daughter could not have | should both be extrem: ly obliged.’
been less than 20, I can quite imagine! *“The dress which I found waiting for
that her position must have been un- me was of a peculiar shade of blue. It
comfortable with her father's young jwas of excellent material, a sort of
wife beige, but it bore unmistakable signs
be | 0f having been worn before. It could
well as in feature. | Not have been a better fit if I had been
neither 1—;,\-.)1“1););{me*:tsm'cd for it. Both Mr. and Mrs.
4 nonentity. | Rucastie expressed a delight at the
she was pas- lcoks of it, which seemed quite exag-
Slonately devoted both to her husband|gerated in its vehemence. They were
and her little Her light gray | waiting for me in the drawing-room,
evVes wandered continually from one tg | Which is a very large rooim, Strwt('hing
the other, noting every little want and |along the entire front of the house,
Lorestalling it if possible, He was kind | with three long windows reaching down
Lo her also in his bluff, boisterous fash- | to the floor. A chair had been placed
fon. and on the whole they seemed to|close to the central window, with its
be a happy couple, : she had|back turned toward it. In this I was
woman. She|asked to sit, and then Mr, Rucastle,
thought, | walking up and down on the other side
hier face jof the room, began to tell me a series
prised her|of the funniest stories that T have ever
listene® to. You cannot imagine how
comical he was, and I laughed until I
was quite weary. Mrs. Rucastle, how-
.ver, who has evidently no sense of
humor, never so much as smiled, but
sat with her hands in her laps, and a
sad, anxious look upon her face. After
an hour or so, Mr, Rucastle suddenly
|Yéemarked that it was time to com-
| mence the duties of the day, and that I
might change my dress and go to little
i Edward in the nursery.,
| *“Two days later this same perform-
(aice was gone through under exactly
I similar circumstances, Again a changed
{Iny dress, again I sat in the window,
|and again I laughed very heartily at
Ithe funny stories of which my em-
all remarked l[ll().‘-'(,r had an immense repertoire, and
my friend, “whether they seem to you :which he told inimitably. Then he
to be relevant or not.” t handed me g yvellow-backed novel, and,
“I shall try to miss anything of oving my chair a ljttle sideways,
importance. The one unple it thing 'that my own shadow might not fall up-
about the house. which struck me art [0 the page, he begged me to read aloudq
vince, was the appearance and conduct him. I read for about ten minutes,
of the servants. There are onls Ibeginning in the heart of a chapter,
man and his wife. Toller, for that is and suddenly, in the middle of a sen-
his name, is g roiugh, uncouth ,”;,,‘_{h:w-, ordered me to cease and to
with grizzied hair and whiskers, and alchange my dress.
perpetual smeil of darink. Twice since [ | “You can Imagine, Mr. Holmes, how
have been with them he curious I became as to w hat the mean-
drunk, and yet Mr. Ruc: of this extraordinary performance
take no notice of it. His wi a4 very (cculd possibly be, They were always
tall and strong woman with a Sour | very careful, 1 observed, to turn my
fice. as sllent Mrs. Rucastle, and |face away from the window, so that I
much less amiable. They are 4 most un- ] became consumed with the desire to see
pleasant couple, but fortunate ly i what was going on behind my back, At
spent most of my time in the nursery | first it seemed to be impossible, but I
and my own room, which are next to {soon devised a means. My hand-mirror
ilmrl been broken, so a happy thought
|Seized me, and I concealed a piece of

was the
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“Someone has
. It’s not been fed for
Quick, quick, or it'll be too

“Mrs. Rucastle seemed to me to
colorless in mind as
She impressed me
nor the reverse, She
It was easy to se:
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We were all assembled round him
when the door opened and g tall,
gaunt woman entered the room.

“Mrs. Toler!” eried Miss Hunter.

“Yes, miss, Mr. Rucastle let me out
when he came back before he went up
to you. Ah, miss, it is A Dity you did ;
not let me know what you were plan-
ninz, for ¥ would have told you that!
your pains were wasted.”

“Ha!” said Holmes, looking keenly
at her. “It is clear that Mrs. Toller
knows more about this matter than
anyone else,”

“Yes, sir, I do know,
enouzh to tell what I know.”

‘“Then, bray sit down and let us hear
it, for there are several points on
which T must confess that I am still
in the dark.”

“I will scon make jt clear
said she; “and I'd have done s
now if I could ha’ got out
cellar. If there's Dolice cour
over this, you'll remember that T was
the one that stoed your friend, and
that I was Miss Alico's friend, too.”

“She was never happy at home, Miss
Alice wasn't, from the {ime that her
father married again. She was slight-
ed like, and had no say in anything:
but it never really hecame bad for her
until after she met Mr, Fowler at a
friend’s house. As well as I could
learn, Miss Alice had rights of her own
by will, but she wasg S0 quiet and pa-
tient, she was, that she never said a
word about them, but just left every-
thinz in Mr. Rucastle’s hands. He
knew he was safe with her; but when
there was a chance of a busband com-
irg forward, who would ask for all that
the law woulg give him, then her father
thouzht it time to put a stop to it. He

And the Rucastles go t . :
to SO11.
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have
that it was th
which i
have never

So ill-natured g

t sometimes
disposition of her child
her mind, for j
0 utterly spoilt and
little creature. He
small for his age, with a head which is
quite disproportionat ly  large. Hiy
whole life appears to be spent in an
aiteration between s: vage fits of pa
sion and gloomy intervals of sulkin
Giving pain any creature weaker
than himself seems to be his one idea
of amusement, and he shows quite re-
mmarkable talent in pla ing the cap-
ture of little birds and insects.
But 1 would rather not talk about the
creature, Mr. Holmes, and, indeed, he
has little to do with my story.”
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Li¢ two, a

use her money. When she wouldn't do |
it, he kept on worrying her until she i
got brain fever, and for six weeks was |
at death’s door. Then she got better |
at last, all worn to a shadow. ard with |
her beautiful hair cut off; but that
didn’t make no chan-¢ in her young .
man, and he stuck to her as true as
man could be.”
“Ah.,” said

he

from the momenr

has been quite
st efmed to{ing
» i_\

as

Holmes,  **I

what yvou have bheen good

tell us makes the matter

and that I can deduce all that remains.

Mr. Rucastle, then, I presume, took

this system of imprisonment?”’
“Yes sir”

think that
enosugh to |
fairly clear, |

cach other in one coerner of the build-
ing.

to |

i most serious

“For two days after my arrival
Copper Beeches my life w
auiet; on the third, Mrs. Rucastl¢ came |
aown just br and whis- |
pered something to her husband. !

W ) iid he, turning to me :
‘We are v ry miuch obliged to you, Miss |
Hunter, for falling in with eur whims
8¢ far as to cut Your hair.

at the
very

as

after akfasi

yes,” sg

I assure vou

Life Impessible |

Witiicut Sleep

The Vitality Consumed During Wak-
ing Hours Mus® Be Restorcd by
Sleep—Otherwise Collapse.

Men have lived for weeks without
food, whereas a few days without sleep
and man becomes a raving maniac—a
mental and physical wreck.

Nights of sleeplessness tell of a feeble
and vleted nervous system, of ap-
proachi nervous prostration or par-
alysis,

The use of opiates merely gives tem-
porary relief, and actually hastens the
collapse of the nerv

The regular and persistent use of Dr.
Chase’'s Nerve Food will form new, rich
blood, create new nerve force and thor- |
oughly cure sleeplessness and nervous |
exhaustion.

By kee

ne
Ha

a record of vour increase
in e using this great food
GUre You can be certain that new, firm |
flesh and tissue is being added to the!
body. Yonu Will feel the benefit in 9\'91‘)"
organ,

Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food,
box, six boxes for $2 50. at
or Edmanson,

1
cents a

all dr‘fllvrs.!
Bates & Co.. Toronto. |
- i

s

50

—

Ir you, your friends or relatives suffer with
Fits,” Epilepsy, St. Vitus’ Dance, or Falling
Snckpess, write for a trial bottle and valuable
tre-t;(sg o:g such d%eug to THE LeiBic -
179 King Street, W, oronto,

‘8gists sell or can obtain for you

¥

(ext occasion, in the

|sceond glance,
{ that

{ he

'‘no

ting here

the glass in my handkerchief, On the
midst of my
put the handkerchief up
to my eyes, and was able with a little
manageinent to see all that there was
behind me. I confess that I was disap-
pointed, There was nothing. At least,
that was my first impression. At the
however, I perceived

there was a man standing in the
Southampton road, a small bearded
man, in a gray suit, who seemed to be
looking in my direction, The road is
an important highway, and there are
there, This man, how-
€Ver, was leaning against the railings
ich bordered our field, and was look-
ing earenstly up. I lowered my hand-

kerchief

laughter, 1

Y people

suail

Wit

upon me with a
She said nothing,
but 1 am convinced that she had di-
vined that I had a mirror in my hand,
and had cesn what was behind me. She
at once,

“‘Jephro, said she, ‘there is an im-
pertinent fellow upon the road there
who stares up at Miss Hunter.’

" ‘No friend of
asked,

" 'No; I know no one

“‘Dear me! How

Iy turn

to go away.’

“ ‘Surely it
notice.”
“‘No. no,

TOs¢

in these parts.’
very impertinent,
round and motion to. him

would be better to take

we should have him loiter-
always. Kindly turn round
and wave him away, like that.’

“I @id as I was told, ard at the same
instant ‘Mrs. Rucasile drew down the
blind. That was a week ago, and from
that t'me I have not sat again in the
window. nor have I worn the blue
dress. nor seen the man ih the road.”

“P
narrative promises to be a most inter-
esting one.”

“You will find it ra

ther disconnected,
I fear, and there

may prove to be
little relation between the different in-
cidents of which I speak. On the very
first day that I was at the Copper
Beeches, Mr. Rucastle
small outhouse which s
kitchen door. As we approached it [
heard the sharp rattling of a chain,
and the sound as of a large
movirg about.

“‘Look in here,’ said Mr. Rucastle,
showing me a slit between two planks.
‘Is he not a beauty?

“I looked through, and was
of two glowing eyes, and
figure huddled up

‘Don’t - frigh

conscious
of a
in the a:

tened,” said

m

! and glanced at Mrs, Rucastle, '
110 find her eyes fixed
| iInost searching gaze.

yours, Miss Hunter? ;

ray continue,” said Holmes. “Your| 4oW

took me to a'
tands near the

animal ;

vague |

Iy on the lookout for any chance io
pass the forbidden door. ;

“It was only yesterday that the
chance came. 1 may tell yvou that, be-
sides Mr. Rucastle, both Toller and his
wife find something to do in these de-
scerted recoms, and I once saw him car-
rying a large black linen bag with
him tlirough the door. Recerlly he has
been drinking hard, and yesterday
eveninz he was very drunk; and, when
I came upstairs, there was the key in
the door. I have no doubt at all that
he had left it there. Mr. and Mrs. Ru-
castle were both downstairs, and the
child was with them, that I had
an admirable opportunity. I turned the
{ key gently in. the lock, opened the door
and slipped through.

“There was a little passage in front
of me, unpapered and uncarpeted,
which turned at a right angle at the
farther end. Round this corner were
three doors in a line, the first and
third of which were open. They each,
led into an empty room, dusty and
| cheerless, with two windows in the one
"and one in the other, so thick with
dirt that the evening light glimmercd
{ dimiy through them. The center
was closed, and across the outside of
i it bad been fastened one of the bread
bars of an iron bed, padlocked at one
| end to a ring in the wall, and fastened
at the other with stout cord. The door
{itself was locked as well, and the key
‘\\':vs not there. The barricaded door
corresponded clearly with the shut-
i tered window outside, and vet I could
see b the elimmer from beneath it
that the room was not in darkness.
Evidently there was a skylight which
tlet in lizht from above, As I stood in
the passage gazing at the sinister door
and wonderinz what secret. it might
i tell, I suddenlrs heard the sound of
| steps within the room, and saw a sha-
pass backward and forward
razainst the little slit of dim light
which shone out from under the door.
A mad, unreasoninz terror TOSe up in
me at the sizht, Mr. Holmes. My
overstrunz nerves failed me suddenly,
and I turned ang ran—ran as though
some dreadful hand were behind me
clutching at the skirt of my dress. I
rushed down the bassaze, through the
door and straizht into the arms of
Mr. Rucastle, who was waiting out-
side.

‘“‘So0,” said he, smiling,
then. I thouzht that it m
I saw. the docor open.’

The Old Theory Exploded.
ghTimmie e o ek e o
: Ul . Why, Pu 's Co
B or = does th!;"tr!ck in at:’:

S0

‘it was you,
ust be when

door |

disZosition of the child

“What ort earth has th
-it?” 1 ejaculated.

“My dear Watson, you as a medical
man are coftinually gaining light as
,to the tendencies of a child by the
study of the parents, Don’'t you see
that the converse is equally valid? I
have frequently gained my first real
irsizht into the character of parents
by studying their children. This child's
disposition is abnormally cruel, mere-
ly for cruelty's sake, and whether he
derives this from his Smiling father,
as I should suspect, or from his moth-
er, it bodes evil for the poor girl who
is in their power.”
| _“I am sure that you
'Holmes,” cried our client. “A thou-
‘sand things come back 0 me which
{make me certain that you hit it. Oh,
'let us not lose an instant in bringing
i help to this poor creature.”

at to do with

are right, Mr.

wanted
whether she

SO
he could

her to sign a vaer,
mairried or not,

The Newest Cabinet Photo
Of His Excellency. A

The Right Honorable Sir Albert

Present Governor-G- neral of the Dominion

“We must circumspect, for
dealine with a very cunning m
can do nothing until 7
that hour we shall bhe
it will not
mystery.”

We were as good as
it was just 7 o’clock when we reac
' the Copper Beeches, having put up
trap at a wayside public house. The
groun of trees, with their dark leaves |
shiring like burnished metal in the
{light of the setting sun, were sufficient
to mark the house even hag Miss Hun-
ter not been standing smiling on the
doorstep.

“Have you managed
Sherlack Holmes.

A loud, thudding noise came from

somewhere downstairs. *““That is Mrs.
{ Toller in the cellar,” said she.
husband lies snoring on the kitchen
ruz. Here are the keys, which are the
duplicates of Mr. Rucastle's,”
i __“You have done well, indeed.” cried
{ Holmes with enthusiasm. “Now leall
the way. and we shalt soon see the end
of this black business.”
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their flizht, ard he is now the hnir!or} ,
of a Government appointment in the | -
Island of Mauritius. As to Miss Vio- |} .

t Hunter, my friend Holmes, ruthm“ i

further
had ceased to bhe the
§ | his
of a nrivate school at Walsall,

ancient Egyptian
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Hunter down !
get rid of the |

of Mr. Fow- |

‘And brought Miss

London in order to
persistence
“That was it, sir.”
‘But Mr. Fowier,
~ man, as a z7ood scaman

being a persever- | ~

M
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succecded by certain arguments, |

or otherwise, in convincing | : :
Great Britain supplies her soldiers
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vu that your interests were the same |
his.” : .
“Mr. Fowler was a very kind-spoken, . L
ec-handed gentleman,” said Mrs. Tol The Ceetee Woollen belt is a positi
preventative for Luambago,
way he managed that I
should have no want
drink, and that a ladder should e
ady at the moment when your mas- |
r had gone out.”
‘“You have it, sir,
ned.,”’

“I am sure we
rs. Toller,” said Helmes, “for you
tve certainly cleared up everything
hich puzzled us. And here comes the
Mrs. Rucastle, so
think, Watson, that we had bettor !
Miss Hunter back to Winches- |
r, as it seems to me that our locus !
andi is now rather a questionabie
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And thus was solved the mystery of |
sinister house with the copper
eches in front of the door. Mr. Ra- |
survived, but was always a |
man, kept alive solely through |
e care of his devoted wife, Theyw |
ill live with their old servants, whui
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