
10 THE AYLMER EXPRESS : THURSDAY, NOV 22, 1900.

* Ob the FarnL
ciant. The ducklings are marketed 
wh/Mi about nine weeks old, when they 
do and should dress from 8 to 10 
pounds per pair.

:'ART’S TEEA8DRE-H0DSt,S.

From those acres he may harvest 
bushels of onions, or large yields of 
potatoes, or carloads of cabbage or 
cauliflower or celery.

Hr

PROGRESSIVE FARMING.
Progressive farming does not neces

sarily imply the trying of every new 
machine, the testing of every theory, 
or making many and radical changea 
in th > method of carrying on the farm 
work. Radical changes are revolu
tions, and It is but seldom that a re
volution works good. Evolution and 
development is the successful man’s 
method of introducing new things.
The first season of crop with 
which a farmer Is not familiar should 
be considered an experiment. .Stock 
that is not thoroughly understood 
should not be raised extensively until 
it is understood. A new machine 
should not be taken up until thor
oughly tested on the farm and soil of 
the neighborhood, and not until use 
has shown th^ manufacturers the lit
tle changes that are always found 
advantageous to make to perfect the 
machine. The first machines are 
not the best, and it is always hardi to 
get repairs on them, because of the 
change of patterns.

The progressive farmer must be a 
deep student of agriculture and 
kindred topics. In his library you 
will find works of thi best authori
ties on farming, gardening, horticul
ture, stock raising, etc.. He will keep 
himself and family in touch] with the 
agricultural world, by taking a num
ber of the, best, farm periodicals. His : of people can live, thrive and grow 
farm and stock will show the grasp , fat without animal food. There are 
he has of (he subject of getting the j An deans who eat nothing but binan- 
best out of them. And he will notf as, and are able to make themselves 
be slow to give what he learns from j incomparable blasts of burden. The

DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS.
The farmer should diversify the 

products of his farm. The dairy 
farmer, whose land rims from 50 to 
250 acres, will surely have some acres 
that will grow more of some other 
crops than it will yield of hay or 
other fodder. Suppose such a farm
er has five acres of black dirt, that 
will grow only poor and thin hay. seats ; and we should be astonished at j

MAGNIFICENT COUNTRY PALACES 
OF ENGLISH MAGNATES.

They Are Mu tit Solidly and for All Time 
l ire 1m (Im> 0;»Ij Thin" That Can lï<- 
m roy Thi-iii.

Gibbon after visiting Paris and Ver
sailles, concluded that the “splendor of 
the French nobles was confined to 
1 heir town residences.” "That of the 
English,” he remarks, “is more use
fully distributed in their country

finite variety. But though all do not 
rise- to the first rank of design, very 
few fall below what in an internation
al competition would be considered a 
very sufficient standard of merit.

WAR OFFICE ON RIFLES.

Captured Anus Become llie Crop viy oi 
I lie <1 :een.

Interrogated as to what becomes of 
Size, one of the postulates of architec- , a»rms taken from prisoners of war— 
tural success, they all have, and the sa>r. the Boers—a responsible official 
structural excellence, as we have at the War Office said : 
said, before, is beyond cavil. j " It depends entirely on circum-

The maxim that houses were built to stances and upon the decision the 
live in, not to look at, -suggests falsely j provost-marshal on the field may come 
that a building which is imposing to. A provost-marshal, you may like 
without is uncomfortable within. I to know, is an officer, usually of the

our own riches if the labors of archi
tecture and the spoils of Italy and 
Greece, which are now scattered from 
Inver ary to Wilton, were accumulated 
in a few streets between Marylebone 
and. Westminster,” If one in four of 
these great houses stood on the area 
which Gibbon suggests, London would 
not only be a city of palaces, but of 
palaces not less magnificent and more 
richly stored with the triumphs of the 
brush and the chisel than those of the

MEAT EATER AND VEGETARIAN.

IVlierc Servons Tiiopgy 1* Necessary lient 
Is Essential.

Vegetarianism is a growing fad.
Even in the small towns the intellec
tual and spirituelle have their tea and towns oC modern Italy. If all the
wafor clubs, where the barbarisms of paintings in Paris and Florence were
meat eaters are denounced and destroyed there would still be enough 
slaughtering of animals for fool is the English country houses to pre
vote. 1 brutal, The rapid increase of seut a and brilliant sequence of
vegetarians has led to investigation the triumphs of Continental art. The 
of their claims by medical scientists. ' best work of the English school, the 
If the views of Dr. Norburne B. Jenk- ever-increasing| money value of which 
ins are correct, vegetarians and their j a rough1 test of its worth, is found 
doctrines will hereafter be amusing ; nowhere else. Nine-tenths of the 
rather than taken seriously. 1 paintings of Gainsborough, Romney,

"It cannot be denied,” said Dr. Jen- ; an,d Sir Joshua Reynolds, Crornc and
kins, “that many persons and races Turner, are on the walls,

Thera could be no greater error, 
judge by I he English country palaces. 
The interiors are beautiful, 
habitable and, unlike the palaces 
of any other country, are furnished. 
Kings like Henry VIII., and Queens 
like Elizabeth were not above being 
proud of their furniture, tlie'r tapestry 

j and even their beds, and had all these 
things duly entered in their records.

rank of captain, whb is selected by 
the general to act as chief of the 
military police on the field, who are 
all soldiers, and his powers usually 
extend to two, or it may be in some 
cases three, divisions of an army.

“ Well, then, that officer receives all 
prisoners of war, and when these are 
captured in fairly large numbers 
they are made to file past a certain

There) is as much possible art in | given point, under guard, where each

experience and study to others that 
they too may be benefited.

Progressive farming is the only 
farming of the future that will pay.
Timets are making lightning changes.
The methods and machines of 10 years 
ago will not serve to-day. The crops 
and the stock of 20 years ago have 
changed.

GARDEN NOTES.
Onions may be kept in the cellar or 

by freezing. Select a dry cellar 
where you can keep the temperature 
below 40 degrees, put onions on slat- food, meat that has been killed but 
made platforms, open work to admit a few hours; indeed, live rabbits, 
the air, and do not have them over j goats and sheep are sometimes fed to 
eight or ten inches in depth, begin- ' delicate and (sickly animals in zoos 
ning near bottom of cellar and hav- ! with the most beneficial results, 
ing platform above platform, which “The races of men and animals dif- 
mny be of loose boirds, with three for more in their internal construc- 
inches between each. Keep the cel- ti°n than in outward appearance. 
Irt dark to prevent sprouting. Keeop The visceral anatomy of some races 
a thermometer and kerosene stove in °f people is somewhat like the goat, 
the coolest spot and when tempera- the rabbit and the hog, while in oth-

porter of Smyrna is a veritable, cart, 
carries a heavy burden all day and 
oats nothing but dates and rice. Ev
erybody knows that the Chinese live 
largely on -grain and vegetable food, 
many jf th/Mn never tasting meat. 
Many of these vegetarians are the 
healthiest and strongest of people.

“Such facts as these are conclusive 
evidence to many. They consequently 
shun animal food and hope to be 
strong and healthy without meat.

“Animals like lions, tigers and leop
ards must hive the freshest of animal

ture falls to near 34 degrees light it. 
With the warmer weather of spring 
air by night and close by day. If cel
lar feels at all damp, open a cask 
or two of stone lime to air-slack. If 
onions are not wanted until spring 
is advanced spread 18 inches deep in 
any convenient loft and when hard 
freezing weather comes cover with 
two feat of waste hay on top, and be
tween sides of heap and sides of build
ing.

In keeping squashes don’t leave 
them out-doors after gathering, ex
posed to cold rains, as they will be apt 
to spot and rot after storing. Squash
es will keep their natural color bet- 
tea in dry cellars thin in houses built 
pur pose-1 y for preserving them, but 
when brought out of isuvh cellars, to 
the chagrin of the innrketman, they 
soon rot. They are best handled on 
a large scale by keeping in specially 
erected buildings,' luiving platforms, 
where they are to be piled two or 
three deep. Such houses should have 
the doors and windows open for tbe 
air as late in the season as possible, 
and when closed have the tempera
ture about 45 degrees. The poorest 
.ripened ones should be placed in the 
warmest part of the house. Squashes 
that have spotted may be kept awhile 
by putting a little air-slacked lime 
Into the hole from which) the rot has 
been cut.

MAKING DUCKS GROW.
Duck» require a week longer to in

cubate than do hens, and the young 
ducks will break the shell 30 to 48 
hours before they get ready to come 
oui. Never try to help one out until 
you are .sure he cannot get out him
self.

'i lla food should be about the same 
ns for chickens, except more bulky, 
such as potatoes and cut clover. As

ers it ds more like that of the dog, 
the cat and animals of prey. The 
small, the digestive intenstine, is 
many feet longer and of much larg
er surface and capacity in vegetable 
eating nations than in meat eaters, 
and lth.Lv ludicrous and invidious fact 
speaks volumes. While our people 
have only from fifteen to nineteen 
feet of small intestine, the vegeta
rian nations have from twenty to 
twenty-seven feet, and so me indi- 
viduals of them have been found to 
ha va an enormous length, even as 
much as 50 or 55 feet. This fact is 
testified to by Komi g, Gruber and 
other great medical authorities.

“Of nil the world the working man 
of this country has to think as he 
works. He. is in no sense a beast of 
burden; he cannot live on grain. One- 
thiird of the blood in his entire body 
is needed to keep liis brain active. 
His labor Ls fiercely fast and com
petitive. All this and more is in his 
wank that Ls not in others, lie needs 
rapid nerve repairing food, strong red
meats. He cannot do such work ex
cept with these. A man might be a 
live and toil on grain and vegetables, 
or can be a beast of burden and live 
on such if he h is the right kind of ; designers

he cannot do fierce, j principles nor its place in domestic

sample of their store of English paint
ings shown at Paris this year astonish
ed Continental visitors, whose acquain
tance with this class of paintings is 
limited at most to a few rooms in the 
National Gallery. But one collection 
in a town, such as that at Hertford 
House, makes more stir than 500 scat
tered in as many park-set country 
houses, just as abroad the collections 
in one or two Dutch private houses at 
The Hague or Amsterdam are better 
known than the contents of the 
Escurial among it^ granite hills.

What is often least appreciated 
about the great country homes is the 
qualil> of the houses themselves. Their 
significance as storehouses of art has 
been acknowledged, if not fully realiz
ed. 'But they have never had due 
honor as works of the architect and 
builder. Whatever ihe changes in 
taste and style, the builders have 
never fallen short of the highest stan
dard of material and work. Buildings 
like Houghton, or Stowe, or Woburn, 
or (Went worth -Wodehouse are like 
vast stone quarries. Cost has never 
been considered. The parapets, colon
nades, roof, pillars and pediments 
were cut and joined to last for all 
time. There is something rather ad
mirable. in the qualities of mind which 
would1 permit nothing unsound, no 
scamping- of work or shirking of cost 
in an)- one part or detail of their habi
tation. Disraeli a joke about the Duke 
who was always afraid of “under
building his position” has another side 
to its meaning. There is, and always 
has been among the leading English 
owners a very strong sense that thv 
house is a reflection of the man. Taste 
might differ in design. But there 
wore iw> two ways of looking at the 
execution. That, they always insist
ed, should be as good as it could be. 
Many of these houses give the impres
sion1 that they could never need re-

Fire is l.he only thing which destroys 
them and their irreplaceable art treas
ures. But they generally rise anew, 
even more splendid than of old. All 
through this reign stars of the first, 
second and third magnitude have con
stantly been added to the country- 
house firmament. Those built early 
in the “40s” and “ ’otis’ were more re- 
ynarkable for size and a weak and un
intelligent endeavor to reproduce 
“Gothic” architecture, of which the 

undersl uod neither t he

Persian carpets and hangings as in 
glass or mosaics ; but though these 
things do make a great difference to 
the interiors of houses, and a high 
standard is valuable evidence of the 
national taste, it is not greatly more 
in evidence in the palaces of England 
than in the general average of smaller 
houses. But the size of the rooms 
and the general scale of the interior 
do preserve one branch of domestic 
architecture which would otherwise 
disappear. The permanent decora
tion of the rooms and galleries is dif
ferent from that used in a “house.” It 
is1 far more brilliant in color. Pure 
colors, sobered by gold, can be used, 
and, are used, with most admirable 
effect. So can sculpture and reliefs. 
It is only in these houses that the 
more magnificent style of decoration 
is found. When combined, as it often 
is, with the effect of the canvases of 
the finest colorist, covering wall 
after wall and hanging in gallery aft
er gallery, it gives a union of the arts 
of architecture and painting, with 
statuary added also in*its right sur
roundings, which nothing e'.se in 
Britain does give.

DREARY NEW YORK.
There are streets which visitors to 

New York always remark ; the char
acteristic cross streets of the typical 
up-town region of long regular rows 
of rectangular residences that look 
so much alike, with steep similar steps 
leading up to sombre similar doors and 
a doctor’s sign in every other window. 
Bleak, barren, echoing streets where 
during! the lung, monotonous morn
ings “rags-an-bot’l” are called 
for, and strawberries are sold from 
wagons by aid of resonant voices, and 
nothing else is heard except at. long 
intervals the welcome postman’s 
whistle or the occasional slamming of 
a carriage door. Meantime the 
sun gets around to the north side of 
the street, and the airing of babies 
and fox-terriers goes on, while down 
at the corner one elevated train after 
another approaches, roars, and rum
bles away in the distance all daylong 
until at last the men begin coming 
home from business. These are the 
ordinary unromantic streets on which 
live so few New Yorkers in fiction, it 
is so easy to- put them on the avenue 
on G ra mercy Park or Washington 
Square, but on which most of them 
seem to live in real life. A slice of all 
its layers of society and all its mixed 
interests may be seen in a walk along 
one of these typical streets which 
stretch across the island as straight 
and stiff as iron grooves and waste 
not an inch in their progress from one 
river, out into which they have 
gradually encroached, to the other 
river into which also they extend. It is 
a short walk, the island is so narrow.

viscienai u; but 
nerve smashing, competitive work or 
be a good soldier without meat, and 
plenty of it.

“One needs a certain racial, geo
graphical and anatomical disposition 
to be a good vegetarian. Of fill peo- 
plea we are the least so qualified. 
The vegetarian races have on an 
average five to ten feet more of in
testines than meat eaters, and so can 
live and tol on grain and vegetables, 
but they cannot build war ships, 
bridges, typesetting machines, sky- 
scrappers, locomotives, etc.

! architecture. It is not yet abandoned, 
; perhaps because Pugin and others 
! mastered its meaning and use and 
! made it live again. But though Eaton 
Hall, a house of the first magnitude, 
represents the vitality of this style,

I the greater number of the more 
modern English palaces are either 
purely Renaissance or very much in
fluenced by the Italian feeling. Here 
and there we find a huge French 
chateau like Waddesdun, or a Plan-
II age net. fortress reproduced, like Lord 
j Penrhyn’s castle of Bangor, or a mix- 
; ture of ecclesiastical styles, like the 
j spires and cloisters of Ashbridge,It is safe to say that this ce.n 

<h,°-y get older feed cut green corn tury’s unprecedented use of meat has j built from the profits of the Bridge
ât noon. The first three days feed
them from four to five times a day. 
of water is not handy they will choke. 
They seem to get their food down 
by giving a number of spasmodic 
jerks.

A good drinking fountain for young 
ducks is made by taking a gallon 
paint can, well cleaned out, and 
punching a few holes with a nail 
half an inch up from i.h> top or open 
end. Fill it with water and place 
over the opening an earthen flower 
saucer and qui.kly invert. The 
eauoer should be about an inch larger 
in diameter than the can, thus the 
ducks will have half an inch of wa
ter to “muss” in. and you will find 
this quite enough.

Ducklings are much easier raised 
than chickens, and the eggs are more 
tortile, thus hatching a large per

had nearly as much to do with speed- ; water Canal. But in the vast major 
Lng and progressing civilization as ; ^y of cases 1 he very wealthy English, 
either coal or iron. The Canadian ; whether landed proprietors or mag- 
can not do the.skilled and speedy work na[v.s of commerce or trade, have been 
required of him and meet the world’s | firm and faithful to the lessons 
competition, as he now does, unless he j brought from beyond the Alps. Our
has an abundance of meat.

“The recent experiments of living 
on a few cents a day are most unfor
tunate and misleading, for nf
our people may be tempted t-> 
mize in this dangerous way. The 
workingman of this country is so con
structed that he cannot do this safely, 
and it is foolish and hazardous for 
him to attempt such a thing.

“Every man who works should eat 
at least one pound of fresh, rare beef 
daily. The min who eats meat and 
works to earn it too makes the best 
citizen and workman and the brav
est soldier.”

country gentlemen looked, in truth 
not to tht- men, but lo the style, or to 
what had been done elsewhere, und 
trusted' to the style and its models 
to keep the men up to the mark. The 
result Ls that the country is covered 
with these Italia t or Italianizing 
palaces, nearly all goo.I and imposing 
and full of irue pr.,portion and often 
most beautiful. Bei veen the elegance 
of Lord Ebury's wliii palace al Moor 
Park and the gray freestone porticoes 
of tirodsworlb, the Thellussons’s 
Yorkshire house or the colonnades of 
Blenheim or Castle Howard, or i In
to wers of Ment more, there is an in

fill DOHA'S TOMB.
Prof. Rhys Davids has located the 

tomb of Baddah in the Himalayas. He 
i found a pillar bearing an inscription 
: written! by Asoka about 253 B. C., re- 
|cording the fact that the pillar marks 
j thel site of the garden where Buddha 
I was! born, it is in a region which is 
filled with relics and memorials of 

I Buddha. - The region is covered with 
small mounds which are Buddhist 

, burial places. One of these mounds,
; which rises to a height of 21 feet above 
the plain, is llti feet in diameter and 

' has been excavated by Mr. W. Pepe> 
and, Prof. Davids. A number of in
teresting objects were discovered, in
cluding a steatite vase filled with 
small ornaments and beads. The tomb 
proper is a composition of solid brick- 

, work. Down the center there is a 
curious pipe-1 ike drain, the purpose of 
which is obscure. At a depth of 18 

i feet below the surface was found a 
large stone slab, which covered a stone 
cbest m which were fourni three urns,

! a box of steatite and a crystal bowl.
I These objects were beautifully finish
ed and presented all the appearance of 
glass. The urns contained ornaments 
in gold, gold beads, etc. Some of thé 
gold leaf fragments bore figures of 
elephants. One of the vases is in- 

i scribed as follows ; 'This shrine for the 
j relics of the Buddha, the August One, 
j is that of the h'axyas, the brethren 
| of the Distinguished One, in associa
te.n with th. .r sisters, and with their 

! children and their wives.” If this in
scription is genuine, we undoubtedly 
curious pipe-like drain, the purpose of 

! Hi' i cm a in.s of Buddha, and the bones 
1 found in the vases must have been 
'.'a'll from i he funeral pyre at the 

| ration of his remains. The writ-
I in.: points 1 o a more remote age than 
I that of the pillars.

man lays down Ms arms.
“What becomes of the arms? In 

the majority of instances, perhaps, I 
may say generally in all instances, 
they are destroyed. The particular 
farm of destruction rests with the 
pattern of the rifle. Some are brok
en in two like sticks, as the Martini 
for instance, while the newer sort are 
treated less brutally. Their breeches 
are picked.

“ All arms taken from prisoners of 
war become at once th]e property of 
the Queen, and although there is no 
doubt that side-arms, and possibly 
many rifles too, and other weapons 
taken from the enemy, are kept by 
our men as trophies, yet the custom 
is opposed to official sanction, except 
where permission is given.

“ Many of these trophies are kept 
by military authorities in some in
stances for distribution among tech
nical museums. I am, however, quot
ing exceptions to the general rule.

' 'Captured arms are never at any 
time used by our own forces in the 
field. Every particular rifle has its 
own particular kind of bullet, and as 
the standard rifle of the British Army 
is the Lee-Metford, the bullet used 
for that weapon would not be prac
ticable, for, say, the Mauser rifle of 
the Boer army.

‘ ‘Do we ever sell captured rifles sec
ond-hand ? No. The military auihui- 
ities would never sanction that step 
for we might be selling such weapons 
to people who might in the near or 
distant future be directing them 
against us. Again, there arises the 
contingency—remote, but possible—if 
the Government undertook to sell cap
tured rifles, of these falling into the 
hands of some Indian hill tribes, with 
whom we are at peace only at the 
point of the bayonet—the Afridis, for 
example ; for, of course, none of the 
Great Powers would purchase second
hand captured rifles.

“ The several thousand rifles taken 
from Cronje’s army at his surrender 
at Faardeberg are safely deposited at 
Capetown, and not until the war is 
over will any definite decision become 
to with respect to their fate. All may 
be destroyed.

“ If rifle-clubs were established all 
over the country, as is suggested, for 
the purpose of making an ideal marks
man of every willing Britisher, would 
the military authorities in these cir
cumstances change the fate of cap
tured rifles, and hand them over to 
such clubs for practising with ? No, 
the Government would do no such 
thing. You must not forget that ev
ery type of rifle is captured in war
fare, and if all and sundry were hand
ed over to your rifle clubs it would 
tend to promote the wildest and grav
est confusion, for, speaking general
ly, different rifles want different 
handling and different ammunition.

“ I may tell you that if it were re
quired and the necessity arose for War 
Office action in the matter, the mili
tary authorities are to-day in such a 
position as would enable the.ru to put 
the British standard rifle into the 
hands of every available man in the 
country.

“ Yes, there is always a certain 
amount of danger accompanying cap
tured rifles. Just after the battle of 
Ta mai, Egypt 1884, for example, a man 
of the Came-ronians was busy break
ing up some of the captured rifles on 
the field by smashing them on the 
wheel of a gun, when taking up one 
by the muzzle and wielding it against 
the gun, the rifle, which was loaded, 
went off, and killed the poor fellow. 
The. usual way is to Lake a rifle by 
the butt-end, and then dash the wea
pon against a cannon wheel whenever 
such mode of procedure has to be car
ried out.”

FIREPROOF DWELLINGS.
Mr. Porcxkhovstchikow, who some 

time, ago published an important 
work dealing exhausl ively with the 
system to be adopted for the sanita
tion of St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
has recently ’been among the rural 
population, advising the- adoption of 
incombustible wood for village dwell
ings. Ha has built in the environs of 
Moscow a fireproof “village,” which 
a government officii 1 has been sent 
to rapart upon. If the result of the 
experiment proves s • i 
will I» a great futur 
proof wood in the v

Rory there 
r the fire- 
of Russia.

Slow living and big 
make better men than
«low thinking.

’■ inking will 
igh living and

185 05 WiiOM WE BELT,
OUR GENERALS ARE NOT MERELY 

SPURS AND GOLD LACE.

They Are Seasoned Veterans With School» 
Ins In Fuilta and Egypt—Sympathy 
'W««b Their «'omniamis.

The British army has a larger pro
portion of generals who have seen ac
tive service in the field, than can be 
found' in that of any otheh country. 
Nearly forty generals of various 
grades have taken part in the war m 
South Africa ; but in what 1 have ven
tured to call our “reserve” of generals, 
officers who have not been in the 
present war, and who number con
siderably more than a hundred, there 
are very few w'huse records do not in
clude two or three campaigns.

There are constantly upwards of 
fifty of our generals in India, and as 
any army man will tell you, “Indian 
men are always good men,” meaning 
thereby that they are experienced and 
proficient commanders, it follows that 
in them we have a large and reliable 
reserve of generals. During the last 
twenty years there have been several 
campaigns in Egypt and the Soudan, 
each of which has helped to transform 
men. who otherwise must have been 
mere closet-students of warfare into 
trained and tried leaders of armies in 
the field.

NASCITUR, NON FIT.
While it is no doubt the case that 

the great soldier, like the great poet 
or the great anybody else, is born and 
not made, still it cannot be disputed 
that knowledge derived from personal 
observation of actual warfare must be 
of enormous service ; and in this very 
valuable knowledge our generals are 
rich. Nor, numerically considered, 
are they any insignificant body. There 
are on the active list nearly one hun
dred. and sixty generals, of whom 
fifteen are of the full rank, thirty or 
more are lieutenant-generals, and a 
hundred and ten are major-generals. 
Brigadier-generals are not usually in
cluded in the list of “generals,” but if 
they are added, then our army has 
close upon two hundred generals.

MUST WORK THEIR WAY.
Among so larga a number of generals 

it (m a y surely be said without offence 
that all have not the same ability or 
the same particular gifts, but there 
can be no question that mast of them 
are capital soldiers ; some of them, in
deed, have proved themselves remark
ably able and brilliant men. Except 
in altogether unusual circumstances, a 
general can hardly be a young man; 
and wh.le some of our generals have 
reached their rank earlier than othera 
in the service, their average age is 
rather above than under fifty. All of 
them have had to “work their way up” 
--a process which has taken them from 
thirty to forty years.

Some of them, perhaps,‘are physi
cally not quite so “fit” as when they 
were younger ; but the conditions 
which surround an officer’s life are 
.such as to make him as good a man 
practically at fifty, or even sixty, as, a 
civilian who is many years his junior. 
A general must be able to be in the 
saddle for many hours at a time if 
necessary, and the “mobility” of our 
generals in South Africa shows how 
wrell they can stand this test.

GENERALS AND MEN.
The relation between generals and 

their commands have altered very 
much for the better in the army dur
ing the last twenty or thirty years. 
Formerly a general had very little con
nection with, or influence upon, his 
troops, and took but a comparatively 
insignificant part in their instruction, 

j Lie used to be dreaded as a great mag- 
i nate whose principal function was the 
I carrying cut of the annual inspection, 
j and of course he wras a familiar fea- 
I ture of a field day ; but the man him
self was an unknown quantity, 

j It is quite otherwise to-day. The 
J general now knows his officers and 
1 men, and they know their general.
I In| no other army is there so much 
sympathy between commander and 
comman’d as there is in ours, and this 
applies to the whole body of our gen-

ARE NOT ORNAMENTAL.
It is unquestionably an excellent fea

ture in our Army that our generals are 
none of them “ornamental” soldiers, 
holding themselves apart in a sort of 
splendid isolation, as it were, from 
their men. On the contrary, knowing 
what their men can do, they are not 
likely to be either hurried or flurried. 

| The personal element has always 
entered very largely into warfare ; so 
much so, in fact, that nearly all cam
paigns are identified with the names 
u£ individual generals. In our reserve 
of generals there must needs be many 
differences of disposition, of tempera
ment, and of character in the men who 

1 are comprised within it, and it is well 
! that it should be so. The point to 
|-olice is that the field of choice is wide 
enough' to cover all the operations of 
war, no mai t°r what their scope-

During the first part of the war in 
South! Africa, the foreign press, in it* 
OAvn kindly and friendly way, flouted 
and snsered at our generals. They 
even went so far as to say that Presi
dent Kruger had issued orders to the 
effect that his soldiers wrere on no ac
count to shoot at our generals—be
cause they were of “more use to him 
living than dead.” But w’hen our re
serve of generals was drawn upon, and 
Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener ap
peared upon the scene of action, with 
what' results is now known to all the 
earth, these flouts and sneers were re
placed by the grudging acknowledg
ment of the fact that, indisputably, we 
had generals who were, generals in-


