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very unscrupulousness and utter lack
too clever, too' cunning, to put for-
ward an unsubstantial claim, and
that he—Sidney—would need all his
wits, all his ‘cunning, to cope - with
this “Captain White.” So, instead of
blustering, as he would have done if
he had been less afraid of the' man,
he foreed a placable air and an almost
pleasant manner.

“This is a strange story, an extra-
ordinary communication, Captain
White,” he said, “and .of course it has
taken me very much by surprise.
Th= sight of you has surprised me;
for, of course, I had hoped you hadl
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Which Was
The Heir?

SELRPUR o N

CHAPTER XXXVIII,
(Concluded.)

For the man was Captain White!

{The two mehn regarded each other
in speechless amazement. They were
dumfounded. ~kane had just asked tha
1§dgekeeper who thé gentleman was
who was approaching, and had been
told that it was Mr. Sidney Bassing-
ton. Now, as he came up close, Lane
gaw . that it was no other than
young man Mr. Richards.

They stared at each other in a preg-
nant gilence for nearly a minute, theén,
with an ironical smile, Lane touchad
his hat.

‘Captain White!' gasped Sidney.

‘Lane chuckled inwardly; he was

y 8till too astounded to laugh outright.

“That’s me, right enough,’ he said;

‘but which are you, ‘Mr.

all this?
Sidney drew a long and
. breath, and glanced towards
might

the

overheard.

‘Come with me—into the wood,’ he |

said. ‘How did you come here—why?”
‘I've. come on a matter of business,’
said Lane.
"~ it’s wonderful how people turn up
and run against each other. Are yon
Mr. Sidney Bassington?
. Sidney nodded.

“Yes,” he -said, hoarsely.

Lane laughed.

'Well of all the odd coincidences'
To think of your being Mr. Sidney
Bassington ,and we not to know it
up in London! And P've been looking
for you for the last twelve hours.’

‘Lookiqg for me? repeated Sidney,
helplessly. ‘I thought you’d gone
broad. You promised—’

T.ane shrugged his shoulders.
| “Promiseés are. pie-crusts, he said.
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| trouble; I don’t want to be obliged
. | to call the lodge kceper, the servants,
| to turn you off.”

the |

i Richards’ cr |
' “Mr. Sidney Bassington,’ the heir to |

painful |

be

‘It’s a small world, and}

t What concern have you with me?
| know you, 1 never saw you before.

-{ advise you to go away -to go away

; mockingly.

‘I’'ve got business here in England,
and business connected with you.

‘With me? said Sidney.

They had entered the wood, and
they stopped and looked at each other
—Sydney with a questioning fear,
Lane with a mocking smile, in which
amazement still lurked.

‘Yes,” he said. ‘That is, if you are
Mr. Sidney Bassington, as you say you
are. ‘Lord! what a small world it s,
and what a rum one!’ he chuckled.

Sidney leant against a tree and
tried to look at his ease and non-
chalant. This man was the only wit-
ness to the false marriage. He—Sid-
nev—would have to buy him off. That
was the thought that ran through his
brain. Lane watched him out of the
corners of his small, evil eyes as n
cat watches a mouse.
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So you're Mr. Sidney Bassington,
[ the heir to Starborough Castle and al
; that thereto belongs, the next Earl of
i Starborough, . the right honourable
earl?’

‘I am,’ said Sidney, with an at-
tempt at dignity. = ‘It suited my pur-
pose to assume the name of Richards.
You may, perhaps, understand whv—

‘Oh. I understand well enough,’
respopded Lane,  with a - chuckle.
‘And no doubt  you'll think I've
come to blackmail you , about that
little business of the girl and the
marriage. ~ But you are mistaken,
I’d done with that. I was paid for
it fair and honourable, and I wasn’t
going to trouble about that any long-
i It was Mr. Sidney Bassington—

er.
oot Mr. Richards=—thit I want to do
bu'-'mess with,’

‘To do business with?’. echoed
Sidney, his white face contorted by a
frown of bewilderment. ¢ What busi-
ness have you got to do with me?

Come to that, what business have yon
got to do with me at all? I don’t

You are trespassing on my—on my
uncle’s, the earls--land. I should

qui-tly. I don’t want any fuss or

£ Oh, you don’t!’ reloned Lane,
¢That’s very considerate

'6! you.. And 1 luppose it you called

‘l‘amu.

you know what I should ]
should say : ¢ Don’t do nothing of the
kind, for this young man, though his
name is Sidney PBassingten, perh ps,
has no authority here; for he’s not
the heir—he’s a mere nobody, that’s

say?

what he is, and don’t you obey hi-
orders !’

CHAPTER XXXIX.

SIDNEY  stared
thought the man had gone mad.

It seemed such childish, arrant
nonsense, Why should this men say
such a thing? why should he threaten
by such an assertion? and how should
he know anything about it—about the
affairs of the Starborough family—this
Captain White, whom he had met by
chance in a billiard - room off the
Strand ?

¢ Are you mad or drunk?' he asked,
with genuine amazement overmaster
ing his indignation,

Lane smiled, with a kind of sardonic
patience, as it he were so sure of his
position that he could afford to be

both patient and indulgent.
I ain’t drunk, and T ain’t mad,’

responded,

at him as if he

he
‘I am a business'man,
am, and I've got todo serious business
with you, Mr. Bassington—I1 nearly
called you Richards—and the sooner
you realise it the better for both of
us. Now, to save time, I may as well
tell you that I know the history of your
noble family ;" he jerked his head in
the direction of the castle, ¢I know
the whole ins and out of it; all about
the earl and his two brothers, and how
they raked you up in London, and, for
want of a better, made an heir of yon
And a very good heir you’d have made
and a very good hearl I’ve n» doubt,
and-a very good hearl you will make,
if it suits me to let you, if you come
to terms with me,’

Sidney’s face was still pale, but his
breath was coming more evenly, and
he was bracing himself to meet this
man whom he had good reason t9
know was absolutely unscrupulous
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gone abroad, and I was not particul
arly anxious to meet you again, good
friends as we have been. Of course
you know wh,\:. And now you spring
this upon me. I think you might have
done it more pleasantly seeing thot
we were pals.”

White smiled in appreciation
this attempt of Sidney’s to ingratiate
himself.

“That’s a proper tone to take, Mr
Bassington,” he said, approvingly.
“Meet me like this, and you’ll find me
easy and pleasant to deal with. I was
a bit rough, perhaps; but I was rathe»
thrown off my balance by seeing that
Mr. Sidney Bassington and ‘Mr. Rich-
ards,’ my old pal, were one and the
same. Now we’ll talk the matter dver
quiet and comfortable; and I've not
the least doubt we shall come to
terms. Mine may be ’eavy, but they
won't be unreasonable, seeing whar
I'm going to give you for them.”

of

Sidney resented the man’s tone of
familiarity and assurance, but he nod-
ded and smiled in a sickly fashion.

¢ Come further into the wood,’
said. ¢There’s a small path
and someone might pass, though it’s
not often used.’

He led the way farther into the

he

here,

wood and stopped at a thick part of
the plantation behind, and a little
distance from Mrs. Farren’s cottage.

¢ We shall be uninterrupted here—
* Now,
Captain White, let us sit down.
me offer you a cigar.’

White took the cigar and smoked
it in a manner peculiarly offensive  to
Sidney’s recently refined taste;
Captain White put a great deal of
the tigar in his mouth and licked and
sucked it, so that Sidney could
help being reminded of the serpent’s
peculiar and unpleasant way of slavi1-
ing his victim before swallowing it.

‘Now,” he- said, ‘you stale your
case as we lawyers say.’

¢ Right you are P assented White.
I’ve found the héir to the Starborough
title and estates.’

no one comes here,’ he said.
Le:

for

not

small eyes steadily.
(Tp be continued.)
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