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THE GREAT CRISIS OF THE
) NOW AT HAND: G

INTO FORCE THE PLANS OF YEARS -~~~ BE PUT TO PEOPLE-TOVOIE ON

Allies Have Now Been Dealt a Heavy

Blow by the Loss of Five Mileson a
Ten Mile Front, and the Loss of Ver-|
dun, a Week Ago Thought Impossi-|

ble, Now Discuss

By Special Wire to the Courier.

London, Feb. 29.—(Cable to the
New York Tribune)—"The moment-
ous events at Verdun leave no doubt
that the crisis of the great war has
been reached.” This statement by the
Pall Mall Gazette fairly represents
the general feelings in well informed
quarters here in regard to ‘the Ger-
man onslaught. Tt is believed the
world now is witnessing the final cul-
mination of the plan which the Ger-
man high command determined on
long before the war began, and for,
which preparations ~have been n
steady progress for $hore than a year.|

it is admitted that the ‘Germans !
have dealt the Allies a heavy blow by
gaining four or five mjiles on a front |
of nine or ten miles ~and : capturhg

S

no uneasiness is felt in regard to the
outcome, despite the glorious defence |
of the French soldiers, who are
sisting the German advance wit
utmost gallantry,
heroism.

The capture of Verdun, which only |
a week ago would have been deemed |
absolutely impossible by military au-!
thorities here, is now discussed as a
possibility, which the allies may have |
to face. It is not denied that the fail|
of the great French fortress would be
a serious matter for tne allies, but un |
the other hand to quote Lord Syden-

self-sacrifice and
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ham, who brings to bear on the great, (‘ompare(l With Same Per-}

issues of the war, one of the most|
acute and well informed minds a|
this country: f

“If when the issue DECOMES clear, !
it proves that the Germans have only
some cuite moderate territorial gains |
with extravagant expenditure

iod Last Year Shows
Increase. i

The Municipal Railway earnings !

o ; s f for 1916 up to the end of last week
life and munitions, the effect upon the show an increase over

the corres-

enemy must necessarily be profound. | ponding period of last year as fol-!

Failure, even partial failure of a
great offensive following upon the|
splendid successes of the Russian
army in Asia, would bring about 2a
complete change in the whole mili-
tary situation, and probably would be
the herald of the coming victory of
the allies.” ;i

CITY WAS SHELLED.

Jows:—

Week endng Jan 7..$ 620 84

shells which fell in the city. A small
remnant of the population were still |

ed on open freight cars, used for the

for a safer region. One aged woman
had refused to go, statine that she
was resigned to die, but her maid,
who was herself 60 years old, pleaded |
with her and finally placed her in
wheelbarrow and wheeled her eight |
(Continued on Page Fivs. ] |

Killed at _the Front|

Ottawa, Feb. 29.—Last night's cas-,
ualty list received from the front by
Major-General Sir Sam Hughes an
nounced the death in action of Capt.
A. J. Matthews, of the 27th Battalion. |
The late officer is a son of George
Matthews, the well-known meat
packer, and was one of the partners
in the business. He lived formerly in!
Lindsay before going to Winnipes.
He is survived by his wife, who s
now residing in tne latter city.

His was the only fat lity reported
in last night’s list. The casualties are
still keeping down to the normal daily
average, indicating that the German
offensive has not yet reached th:
British and Canadian lines.

Major-General Hugnc wired his
condolences last night to the father
and wife and to the brothers. The late
Capt. Matthews was for years an of-
fcer in Sir Sam's own regiment, sthe |
45th, and the Minister speaks in the
highest terms both of his personal
character and of his ability as a thor-
pughly good soldier. He was a veter-

when the present war broke out he
was one of the first to offer his ser-
vices.
LIVED IN BRANTFORD

The above refers to the youngest
vrother of Mr. G. S. Matthews of this
city. He resided here for some three
or four years as the assistant. man-
ager of the Pork Packing establish-
nent on the Burford road. He was
n officer of the Dufferin Rifles, and
by his affable manner haa made many
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CONSERVATIVE NOTICE

AP

Ward 1, 2 and 3, w.!l taxe place
at the rooms of the Associa
tion, corner of King and Dal
housie Sts., on Wednesday
night March 1st at 8 n.m.
sharp, for the election of Ward
Chairmen, sub-chzirmen an
other businesss. All Ccnserv -
tives of =aid Wards,” cordially
invited.

N. D. Nell, M C

Secretary:

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AN

ckshutt,
President.
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warm friends who will be sincerety
sorry to hear of his death, although |
in so glorious a cause. During his |
residence here he was married toj|
Miss Gross of Lindsay. . i

|

1
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Great Britain Has

dence in Japan's Good
Faith With China.

By Special Wire to ine Jourer.

1 okio, Feb. 2g—Ccunt Okuma, _]a.p—

| anese premier, to-day told a delegation
i~f Japanese who are avowediy hostile |

to Yuan-Shi-Kai, the Chinese piesi-|
dent, that, while he could not (h:;g';ose\
the government’s policy, with regard |
to China, they might rest assured tina\'
Japan would take proper measures |
to maintain peace in the Orient He |
added that relations  between Japan |
and Great Britain as far as Chinese
questions are concerned have im-|
proved and that Great Britzin shows |
confidence in Japan’s good faith !

The delegation, which visited Count |
Okuma was from a meeting of 300 Ja- |
panese politicians, including a dozen|
members of parliament. One o the|
resolutions passed by the meetinr; de- |
manded that Y uan-Shi-Kai resign and !
denounced him as responsible tor the|
revolution in southern China ¥ which
the resolution declared to be justifi- |
able in view of Vuan's attempt to
make himself a monarch i

oo R e

iy special Wire to the Courier
LONDON, Feb. 29,

(§
.im.—A " Central News des-!

s |

L S |
hateh from Petrograd says

lihe Turks are hastily evacu-
jating Trebizond
Ineighboring towns on

and the|
the|
Black Sea coast of the Cau-|

casus region.

; 8 line irom Paris to. Galt.
handling of artiilery and exposed tolnot B

the snow and the cold, they departed | amounts to about

ai BRITISH CASUALTIES.

| By Special Wire to the Courier.
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CF QUARTERS OF A MILLION ™5 o b Foemed=
CERMANS DRIVING AT VEROUN

“Situation is Now Decidedly Better” is
the Way Struggle 1s Summed up by|

Paris - No Such Fighting Ever Seen

CRUISER SUNK |

By Special Wire (o the vourier.

S COFECH FROM THE THRONE STATES

movence was cunk!
the Mediterranean
Saturday, 1t was announced
officially to-day.
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THAT PROHIBITION QUESTION WILL

Settlers to be Aided in Northern On-
tario---Summary of Province’s Gener-
osity inHelping in Great War.

Prohibition for Ontario is forecasted in the
speech from the throne delivered at the opening of
the Ontario Legislature this afternoon. Mention is -

a vote of the people.

Hitherto in This War---German Loss- made that the temperance provision will be subject to
es are Frightful. |

653 98 ! ter,” is the “phrase &
50795 l05 Biatitiy A0 Awe 9n th
———— —=———" garding the

$5640 70 $6163 41 | French stronghold.
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, but at new po

brought a sign that t
has begun to despa
real impression on the French detence,
! “I'fought since the beginning of the
war.” says a soldier who has returned
i - g to Paris and who was present at the
LONDON, Feb. 29, 11.20 figh
mr - The Briti aciialties ‘I saw the s
1m.—The British casualties’g, i “They w

being delivered

ting at Ornes

struggle

i By Special Wire to the Courier.

Wonk cadgd . Paris, Feb. 29—Military critics here {Tecalls those scenes. !
eek ending Jan 14 871 78 1006 38! * opinior

Weah cadine Jad 21 | express the'opinion that the German
Wesd ending Jan 28 710 83
v eek -end'ng Jan 31
Weed ending Feb 7. 417 97
vyeed ending Feb 14 751 3%
| Weeke nding Feb 21 - 721 45
| Week ending Feh 23

Paris, Feb. 20.—Reperizgra N er-
some extremeGy _sfrong POSMIANS. dun wectes- pabLe” $5 e A
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say that|ian population have been killed by

3??{. gg ' forces which at the beginning of the
3g1 47  battle numbered, probably half
571 4) rmillion; now exceed 750,000.

“The sination is now decidedly bet-
em@oniy. used,

Jaric Uress re-

The French are

eact vigorously against
German “bludgeon strokes” which |among us.
having less and less effect, and | Moncourt and took shelter for a time i ation of this country to help by every

with diminished

It is expected, however,
newed again to-
ints. The fact that
battle is now shifting is taken as|gcene.
he German general staft

ir of making 2

hambles at Suippes and
ll . : ere nothing to whal
in all the war during the T sawlast weck. The enemy advanced

{month of February showed
a tota

and we retired under orders, but ~e
killed them by the dozens. It was sO
ana, terr

ible that I, who have watched my

comrades fall around me almost with

COURIER'S DAILY CARTOON

A R AN AR AN AN AR R r

‘n

|

|

R
Confi-| |

|

\

{

Looks Like a Spring Clear
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for the great|which burst on contact fell and limbs |

| Further taxation for the pur-
| pose of increasing the revenues, aid to northern set-
. tlers and the creation of a labor branch of the public
| works department, are the other features of the gov-
| ernment program as outlined in the speech. =
| “Ag their battalions advanced upon |

: pon | THE SPEECH of the sacrific of life which accom-
| us they were in serried masse® by files | § ied i ; Reida v e
i ntlemen of the panied it. T o S
iof twenty. The shrapnel from 9ur‘M£e2?:l;lt‘i°:e i‘\lsd'.zegleblty: Legislation will be st
‘75-nnlhmetre guns and the projectiles | CERETNE 0 "o the discharge of or reating & Tl
‘from our heavy artillery fell among s h d ion of| branch of the F
|them and you could see the great | your duties at the second session ol| . W R
| X €Al | Jhe fourteantimdegislatureof thic pro® partmebt; <TEspect

whad passed with | 3¢ anthlegisiature o THBEIOT] _to -settlers i~ the
tions of the province;
power development;
additional revenues;
the prohibition of the sale of in-,
toxicating liquor within the pro-
vince, and for the submission’ of
the same to the electors, and for ,

‘indiﬁerence, shudder as my memory

ia scythe. Then high explosive “shells | VInce.

We have followed the varying for-
|shot into the air. We were so close | tunes of the great war with deep con-
i that pieces of their torn flesh fell|cern and with a full realization of the
Eventually we reached | grave issues involved. The determin-
lin a wood. Although it was thrze means in its power to achieve com-
\O'CIOC‘& in the morning, the bursting'plete and final victory for the allies| other purposes

shells made it as clear as day, 8lVing has grown stronger as the war has | The public accounts will be submitt-
the battle field the aspect of a. fairy progressed and as the magnitude of | ed to you without delay, and also sup-

By Special Wire to the Couriler-

{ : E‘,fhe struggle has become more appar- | plementary estimates for the present
{ “From behind us the French artil- |ent. year, and the estimates for the en~
\lery fired into the German masses, the It has been a matter of justiﬁablelsu‘mg fiscal year,
| Garman shells flying over our heads ! hride that services of the greatest| It is my earnest hope that your de-
toward the Douaumont section. Then ' yajue have been rendered by Canadian liberations will, under the guidance: of
our maphinc guns, placed in battcne; | soldiers, who have displayed courage 'P;ov?dence, materially, asgist'ox_:r em-
| every five yards, began to play and | 4 heroism that will be a lasting | pire in the struggle in which it is now
| we saw the dead in groups upright, | o1or u un m glad o' engaged, and contribute: alike to. the
glory to our €O try. I am g g L 1
| where there was mnot room to fall. | Opserve that the efforts being made moral ands material welfare of this
From Moncourt I followed the! " ocruit additional forces in this | province.
supply road to Fleury, Whefg | province are meeting with satisfactory |
I took the light railway towar \results. aided by the inspiring exX- |
Verdun. The heavy guns near Douau- | - ole and heroic conduct of our !
. mont and Damloup were firing as fast| (14iers who have gone to the front, | :
as they tould be load?d. boicgit \ge‘]many of whom have given their lives |
pasced between the two points thele  ne great cause :
| air pressure, produced Dby the contin-| S :
| uous discharges, was sO terrific thatll .It has bee_“t Ot‘-}l‘l' pélvll‘ege.as a pro-|
h £ m ou ears and our vince to assis € mpire in a num- | : =3
ﬁiggg arlur;oescti cer;)sed wﬁ,rk;n;;- \ber of ways through the expenditure | 8y Sperial Wire to the Courlar.
o | of the proceeds of the war tax author-| R°fr“e- I;CB' 28.--via London, Feb.
2 i lized by this legislature. In addition to!29— he following official communi-
BIG GERMAN DRIVE | this, our people have responded gan- ;?%‘:e“_ was issued to-night by the war
! \ . |erously to every appeal made to them | O aq %
ON EASTERN FRONT | o1 behalf of patriotic funds. The re~'»ler Alé’;‘fl d;% Isg;ff-fégf,; an artil-
sults of the collection on Trafalgar!lmg;ns havzel occsurredl Nu?f;‘g:?:;
r Day, made at the instance of the: 2 -
3 Z P/ np DC Yy, s ,
PE FRO(’P\AD' Feb. 2')‘\president of the British Red Cross'\zesot:ngn:lt;?:i;en oif the - twenty-
. ~ S ~+ | Society, were specially gratifying and S5 ) TERiment priaok-
via London—Announcement| 2o =0 ived thankful e e o o East of Vermigliano enemy de-
was made semi-officiaily F(" ment. Greater and heavier sacriﬁces!Egi:;r:;lséirw::nnf “\:\;};letepﬂa%z, ﬁ:ﬂ:
dav that tremendous activ-|will yet be required, but I am con-|by rifle fire. Much train activity has
v vinced that the people of the province b noticed the Dabresi yl i
ity has been observed over!will ungrudgingly assume every bur-! gen’ noticed’ on the Sarenna HWAS,
Ithe whole length of the Ger- gen and n:‘ak? i fef‘for;1 that may | P
. ¥ 3 m t i ity ! 1
man front in the East. There| ¢ e E; of sheps Jour Uae SoourR| eace Session.
5 oo e z Y of the .mpire and the preservation gy special Wire to the Courler.
qre various 11](11C3t1()11$ that | of the liberties of the world. Losdon. Feb: andillie 5 fici
. . 2 5 . 29g—The first ¢
spring will see another great G%urf 1hi}f:ks ey s Atlmlfg}t“Y,session of the neutsll R ince Cf‘:}-
i ¢ o und r : e N
ifort by the Germans on the | past it S ich has i b oy iy off“et?:aﬂﬁn, est;bh;hed as
> PUHEER L ; 2 . % | S1 e Henry Ford peace
Jussian front. fﬁez;lgr ggo;};: prosperity and Lomfort‘expted;(ti?n. was légld tat stgckhohg
: ) e o 5 L If1aQ 3 y yeste y, according to a espatc
- LI‘.O;.mOlL\ quanutles _Uf 1 desire to express the deep regret | from that city to Reuter’s Telegram
incendiary and explosive|of the people of Ontario for tac de-|Company. The United States, Switzer-
: 5 N . 5 % struction by fire of the historic par- | land, and all the Scandinavian coun.
.b‘)mh‘\ h,a\ e been U)ne(’ted liament buildings at Ottawa, an event , tries, the despatch added, were repre-
; et ] s P ’ e rep
by the Germans. Another | rendered more melancholy by reasorr sented.
feature of these prepara-j- . —— — :
tions is the bringing up of r
tons s the Dt e var-|German Commerce Raider
fare on an increasing scale. o o . b
fare on an increashne e A pracking AtlanticShipping
larged and great numbers of R A
‘aeroplanes forwarded from
(Germany.

By Special Wire fo the Couricr. i “Altered course to wpn and nna
New York, Feb. 29.—Wireless |

A The third and most significant mes«
S warnings that a German commerce | _ e
; R raider, possibly accompanied by con-‘; SAgeaY received about 8 o’clock that
MINE DISASTER. sorts, was attacking shipping in thz|€Vening. Its text was:
By Special Wire to the Courier, Atlantic were received by the Stand-| “German steamer is attacking ship-
CUMBERLAND,

ard Oil Tanker Communipaw which | ping in the Atlantic and may be as-

Md.. ! arrived here to-day from Algiers. | sisted by captured vessels which sh=

'Feb. 29.—Six miners were| . The first message was received on armed. Description, 6,000 tons, speed

5 B ' S viFebruary 17, and was partially in fifteen knots, combination frieight

reported dead an\} twenty | code. It read: 'and passenger steamer. Carries two
buried by an explosion in the “Abmb calling caaw and reported | guns, and is posing as neutral®

imine of the Davis Coal &

being chased by a suspicious ship/ The Communipaw was the centre
: which she believes to be a German of sensational rumors last December
'Coke Company at Kempton, rcalder- stltion woh and. - wint. [when it S l’epgrted that she had
' NXT YT - = X 3. | Course wes ot { been attacked and sunk by a subma-
;\\ V d., neal he,le' to d‘l:\ » The Communipaw was some mil :s | rine in the Medite‘ranean, After some
| Large forces of volunteers|south of the Azores when this mes- | days, during which Washington tried
‘ = 1 sage was received. At cond in vain to ascertain hi h‘ pbo t
e trving to save A _| sage was received. noon a se d ertain her whereabouts.
‘ale trying to save the en message apparently from the same she put into Algiers and her captain
tombed men. ship arrived. It said: | jenied that any attack had been madsy
| y
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