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enator Bourne on Popular +=- Delegate Government

By B. O. FLOWER, in Twentieth Century Magazine
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of the merits of the measures submitted

th g Experience in Oregon has disproved this,
which t fyr the results show that the people have
» fxercised discriminating judgment. They
.t " have enacted laws an ‘T..Mnnl constitu-
pow ¢ tional smeandments in which they believe,
to » and have defeated those of which they
| 1 th iy incvdent did sot approve
ot stion of titions, the I will give several concrete illustra-
aw that the secretary of state tivas Under the initiative in 1004 »
shall. st th spease of the state mail local optioa liquer law was adopted by »
: y ros voter in the state & vole of 43518 to 401908 Two years
P pa taining & true copy later the opponcats of the local optioa
f thet as st of ench measure to be  law propesed sn amendment in thelr
sul d to the people and the propos interests and this was defested by & vote
‘ ts of the law have the  of 35,297 to 45,144 ln the first instance
ght insert in the sald pamphlet st the sue was aflirmatively preseated and
of 1o themaelves of paper in the second instance negatively, with o
a g b arguments as they view of belogging the people, but the
‘ ahe These pamphlets must popular expression was the same ia
¢ lat an Sty For many years city charters la
- .8 ) tica and tw Oregon have been made the lu.h-: stock
. e a specia of potitical factions ia the ) slure
1 : ave a Lorate The dominant faction smen oty
: - " pos the respoas harters as & reward to political alles
! ghels | unde s Traflic in local legilation even weal o
4 The " eclevales th far that it sometimes served as & consider-
giela o e ran : ! stion in clections of United States seaators
S e S ol Sacken gisla But in 19008, having tired of this dise
m 2 s t *ather thas gard of the interests of good municipel
" £ govers  goveramest de. acting under the
. s ghe pitiatlive ed . constitutionsl
a was adopted smendment which ook away from the
e of Ovegon ba ted upon 83 leghlature the power to snsct or amend
Lo the ader the s oty charter and vested thal power in
' relete people of the municipalition, thus
: peo ) ablishing home rule. The amendment
" \ sules WEre & wasr adopted by & vole of 00T W
s Tha b ple 1e.nie
. Iy the One may sot agree with the popular
. v bes becinsun all Lmes sny more thas be
¢ da - . ! sgroes wilh the legislators in the slale o
1 - " ¥ salivne spital i every instance, but
s - | legisla pder direct leglation, f & good canee
e s ol sideralile achs sullicient support o win vieter
§ . hal b secessary 0 o vigers y
educate uatl majority of elects .
Results are Satisfactory :.i- ‘.,,4: ™ ‘, ..lu -mh‘b:--.kv‘ ‘:.l.
} ciele resentalive ' wiruption rele the
(Meg fa . wit e may desire & reform bul Lthey ame
work s legials asn tha poweriess 10 schieve it a0 long s the
v . " alive » vlection maghinery and the sale are
g . wl - ! nde of the Toroes of greed and
. . > son
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