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Senator Bourne on Popular «*• Delegate Government
By B. O. FLOWER, in Twentieth Century Magazine

On May itk lloa. Jonathan Bourne.
Jr.. «I Oregon, delivered in the United 
States Senate the utoel illuminating 
et position ul the government uf Oregon 
and one of the ablest argument» in favor 
of Direct Legislation that ha* been made 
b> any statesman in the new world-

Senator Bourne represent* the great 
Pariée commonwealth which must per­
fectly «empilée» Lincoln'* deénition ul 
popular government, and i* well qualified 
to .peak authuritively in regard to the 
actual working» ul the practical men*ure« 
which have been adopted in recent years 
to meet present undemocratic condition* 
in our government, and to preserve the 
people’* rule.

Too long ha* mi*rcprr»entative govern­
ment masqueraded under the robing* ul 
democracy. But happily the people are 
at last awakening to the vital importance 
of regaining |*>Mruiun of the power and 
machinery of government-

•Much ha* been mid in favor ul 
representative government.” said Senator 
Bourne ” I believe in a truly representa­
tive government, but where the select urn 
of the public servant» is left to n political 
machine or boo, as ja frequently the case 
under our convention system, the tendency 
a toward • nu.representative and not a 
truly representative form of government 
not withstand»» < the fleet inn is supposedly 
by the people ”

Spare render» it impossible to more 
than briefly quote Senntur Bourne’» 
sistwynenUv editing here end there some 
el hm apt dluatratioe» shoeing how 
admirably the dewurr.te innovation» 
have met present «igeerir*. But the 
whole duntuân in te masterly, lucid ami 
illuminating that ne suggest that «II 
persons nuking to be anlboriUtivdy 
informed m regard to this most impellent 
advance rfrp in popular government 
meure and cnrvfttUy read the entire 
address

“Time was.” observed Senator Bourne. 
**uheu a feu «elf-constituted lender» in 
Oregon publie» arrogated te them* 
the prerogative» ul government and made 
thru oMwpUus effective through illicit 

I the use ul money iff 
every quarter where accessary 

purpuare d ru»ltd -lh»i iv they 
tallied CunVrations, legislature*, 
administrative branche* J Ihe 
•try. and stale government It*H|.

was uot a condition peculiar to Oreg 
It obtained, and I believe »till ubta 
in a more or Ur», tisgrant degree, in evi 
State in the Union. And it has 
boldest, must unscrupulous esecut 
genius in Boas Tweed, who. recog ni* 
the opportunity of the crook in govei 
mrnt by party through convention no 
inations, declared he did not care w 
elected the candidate* so long a* he à 
the power to nominate the ticket.

The State Be valla
“ Revolting against these conditio 

the Mate, which 1 have thr honor, in pa 
to represent, has evolved the br.t knu
system ul popular government, al 
because of Vhi* cuevictiue. 1 take t 
oppoitunity ul presenting not only 
thr Senate, but to the country, a bf 
analyds u# the Oregon Ian* bearing up 
the question, with my owe drdeetM 
as to the improvement they shun a 
the merits they possess

"Oregon, in IMI adapted the Ae»ti 
(ian ballot, which insures secrecy, pfevri 
intimidation, end reduce* the op port um 
I
requidle to any form ul popular govn 
meat-

"Nupplemrnting the Australian Ul 
law. Oregon enacted, in Iwffff a regi.ti 
lion law applying to general election, a 
enlarged its mope in ItWl in the I 
creating a direct primary.

‘ Oregon's nest .try in popular povei 
meat Was the adoption ul the Imtiati 
and H-rlerendum amendment lu I 
(oaOilutsn. which amendment « 
adopted m Jeer. lent. by a *«4r u| U«i 
te It provides that legidali
authority shvll be vested iff a bgulall 
a»ve mtJy. but that tbe pvflr reserve 
lhrmwl.ee I Ik power Is propone In 
end amendment* to the eoea-twtioe. a 
to eenct or resect the same at the p* 
independent uf the legvslalive asarmL 
and also reserve» power to approve 
reject at lb* p»JI. any art ul Uk UgM 
turc Aa UMviativc petitson must 
«garni by I m real uf th* leg 
as shown by th - »•«* f«r lb* supreme jui 
•t th' last preceding gen- ml destine, a 
BWd with th* secretary «I aâale not I 
than lour month* before th* election

* A referendum petition me.I he ogi 
by only 1 p*r cent ul the tote#» « 
tied With th* secretary ul state will

^■^■m lier final adjournment of 
which p*»scd the Hill on 

rmlum is demanded. The 
itself refer to the people 

. passed by It. The veto 
governor does not «tend 
• referred to the people.
to the publicity incident 

ion of the petitions, the 
lint the secretary of state 
fc prose of the state mail 
r/ed w4er in the state a 
et containing n tree copy 
test of each measure to be 
ir people and the propen- 
i.nt. of the law have the 
in the said pamphlet at 

t to themselves of paper 
ly. such arguments a« they 

These pamphlet» must 
later than flfty-flvc days 
ral election and twenty 
.prêtai election, 
ic develops the electorate.

upon them thr rr»poasi- 
ielum enacted under its 
>c referendum elevate» the 
in* ul Ihe aegbiiily ul 
of nndesimlde Irgidatioff 
nd errumeet •nib*' than 
itsoe and logrolling govern 
uf legislation, 
smruvlmrat ana adopted 
regoe have vet ad upon «J 
U ted to them under the 
vaulted under Ihe referee- 
rrrrd to the people by the 
ortrra measure* were *eb- 
UviH.e That the people 
illy ia evident from the 
i instance ha* there been 
In. t-n with the reeull «I 

measure* .wh nut led p»e 
rvefy phase «I legislation

Hard under direct UgmU- 
rornpnrr mu fnvurnbly With 

re neeNffbly that 
ipn*ffl the imtmtlee and 
add he rvwehdm^; 
eflorl has ever been »i

Urge needier ul mens urea, 
the eflbfftollvv. regardless

ul the merits ul the measures submitted 
Ktprrieaee in Oregon has disproved this. 
tyf the results show that the people have 
«rrriard discriminating judgment They 
have enacted lews and adopted coast 11 u- 
tioaal amend meats iff which they believe, 
and have defeated those uf which tbey 
did ffst approve.

“I will give several concrete illustra­
tions. “ Under the initiative in IWM » 
local option liquor law was adopted by • 
vote ul U,Sie to 40.1 #1 Two y were 
later the opponents ul the local option 
law propped en named ffwat in their 
inlcrest* and this wee defeated by a vote 
of SJ.tfffT lo U.U4 la the irst instance 
the issue was sfirmalively presented and 
iff the served instance negatively, with • 
view uf befogging the peupla, but Ihe 
popular repression was the same iff both

U Kur many years city charters iff 
Oregon have been made tbs trading stock 
el putfiticnl factions m the I apt del are. 
The dominant faction am sailed city 
charters ns » reward to political slims 
Treflk in local I «gist alum even went an 
far that it sometimes servnd ns a considér­
ât von in >lm-tions ul United Mat* senators. 
But in ItOff. having tired ul this disre­
gard ul the internais «d good municipal 
pwvwrnment. the people, acting under the 
initiât i «r. adopted e runeUtwUeffnl 
amendment which look away frnm the 
legislature the power to enact nr amend 
n city charter and vented that power m 
ihe people ul th# m un ki publie», thus 
..UUuklH kaa relr Thr imImI 
n. Uaf«W hy • n. W H.MT to 
MSM“

Um ewy M .«T— «th Ih. M»al«> 
l<n.i< ,1 all lie* aajr mmw lhaa he 
I«<m with lha ItySla, ia th. Mala a, 
a.IiiM.I nitul ,a rvwy ïaM.an hat 
ll.Vrt «uni IlglMlIlia. J a OM
UtV. .«Stoat to M «Mari.
Ul th.1 n muni; « to itaaM» 
aSaaato aaUl a aajmi; U Ih. JalatU 
hu harm •«* aval. ahU. na<w toto- 
nymMUlm # r iwylua nh lha 
|H ,1» mal San a Uaa hel they ere 
Miaha to achw». H aa laaa a. Ih. 
M.rtnn aiititoi .a4 th. Male an 
ia Ih. hseM, U th. Iwwe el |rnU ami 
amplh.

Nat rtaaaMn
Oa. U thr U4 Uto. Myitaa la 

llimt I iMilill.a to that H ear r« 
,1,11 n Tto tty war naU to La,

Tit. r.itoU. Parluto.al Building*. Ottawa
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