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Nick Taitinger and his Methods
How the Barley King of Alberta Produces Prize Winning Grain.

Had a wester# grain grower remarked, previous 
to the war, that he wa* bora near Verdun, it would 
have done no more than rail forth the i|ue»tiou. 
“Verdun, where is Verdun " It is different non 
The mention of the name summons up a feeling of 
unbounded admiration for the spirit of the men 
who made their wills, wrote farewell letters, 
et replied' on thnir aerout renient» and muttering 
quietly to themselves, “They shall not peso," went 
into that inferno whieh raged for months around 
the old Krent-h town of Verdun and successfully 
stemmed the tide of onslaught when the German» 
made their supreme attempt to break through and 
forre a road to Varia.

Near Verdun* in ijuieter times, Xirh Tamagrr, 
known for years as the Harley King of Alberta, 
was bmp. On the wall ia hie home near flares 
holm he proudly displays a rertiâeâte of graduation 
frogs the Verdua Academy. At the outbreak of th. 
war he had two brothers Using near Verdun. Hut 
sine# the Herman hunts swept user the district is 
their tret great advance into the heart of France 

' he has never heard of them Whether they are 
amongst the fallen or prisoners ia Germany he dees 
not know, and perhaps he will never learn.

It is aur years mere Mr Taiitnger turned his 
fare to the new world- la I turn, when still a young 
man. be emigrated to the felted Wales, hrst settling 
ia Oregon. Hr* years later he reeled a small 
farm, remaining on it for about 10 years. |a ltm«, 
however, the rail of Alberta reached him and hr 
determined to rich hie fortune in the promising 
new country that was just opening up After look 
ing ever the southern part of the province he de. 
sided to settle ia the t^arcshotm district Here hr 
bought a section of fp.lt land and started an hie 
career as a grain grower. The. following year hie 
crop included a 40 acre Seld of winter wheat whieh. 
though badly damaged by gophers, returned Ml 
bushels to the acre of No. due I luring Ibis year
ho brake about 9M acres, using a sis horse team 
end three yoke of earn. The virld from this ia 
**“• was 33 bushels to the acre of No four wheat 
As sene as peawblc he had the whole section under 
cultivation with the reception of a 
kept far pasture and he now farms 
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rlames at the big fairs began in 1*10 when he woo-'vet!” said M 
third premium an Med fife Wheel at the Hey farm 
•ng Songresn at Mpssfcane lie followed this sue 
"■ "P **• feline lag rear by* winning the miser 
medal and*j*fe«r cu|. for the beet die bushels of 
J^tcr Wheel at the i algnrv fair f 
A" championship for bar ley nas I 
Ury farming fnagrens at InUhbridgr 
winnings included the rhnnijna^Mp f

**o*o at tV l-uan_______ ____
W’lnipeg. bin Imphten being a 

*-M medal and «U» in ,«*. This time it wa. Me. 
y*** *^» obleh he esbibited. The sgme year he 
landed the championship for barley at the Hr. 
farming < eagre»» at Tube, thus 
■rearing the baric championship 
**t»e in succession One of the 
trunk!.» wee el this *sposition wen 
a lie hers, power gasoline engine if 1*14 he S-Ided la his long IM *
■ winnings by bringing away 
another gw «dine engine represent I 

ehempmeshtp far Ur ley at 
o ■ ^ I arming fnegrens at 
«lehita. At the 1‘annma ftps 
mtma at Nan franc Men is the an.
I"*' he wee fersl en Mar out.
■heat and lr%| on Ur lei, fellow 
Mg this ep in 1*13 by'«caring 
■oenad place fur barley el the lair 
•t Heaver, 1 oinradn.

Il «as ia 1*13 tUl Mr. Tatlia 
*er achieved considéra Me pieeu 
•** by mahtag a shipment of 
»arley direct to a irm ef melders 
M Glasgow. Scot land la this 
nndnrtahtag he worked M enep 
"••Me with some rations me# 
in * aiga/y and the result was the 
“Caring of considerable edvnrtle 
Mg far Mr. Taillage# and fat Al 
berta M general This, loger her 
• tth bis leeg list of w innings pa 
barley M eumprtittnn atth the best 
growers ia Ih» no#Id. wee him the 
title hy whieh he |i Mme tunes 
known! “The Mailer Ktpg of Al 
Mita “ At that Usee the tarai 
pet* * of cnotract Uric y ta< only 
" or .1 rente a bs>h«l Tbs |<ui 

•O >ihg»s fir the hind of barb 
■bleb V Tailleger >i< prwds«.ng

Wshipped la sacks in order that It might be bedel
an Ike shn Later the ea peris
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barley was always 
“I cnabl handle barley ia that way 

yet,’* said Mr. Taitiager as we talked the amt 1er 
ever an bin farm awe day M July, “bet it hr am 
nr Ternary In handle Urley tUl way new. We 
*aa get almost as much for it on nor Ural market 
as ran be seenred ia the old reentry "

“ Yen de ont appear In he growing mark Urley 
this year, linn is tUl ft* I needed “When pro 
h-biliee eamr ie,“ he ease eyed, “I thought It 
uouM knack the bet I am not of Ike hurley market 
Hoarier, my fears la this regard were ns founded 
Be this year I reebt base eobl all hinds ef M if 1 
had h*d it far saw “ And non, I bough Mr Tallin

r gained mark of his repetal tea as a gram gtnwer 
I raising Urlcv, hr Us gene almost entirely net

of it and is devoting himself 
•the grow big of.rhoire wheat
was the variety.of Urley that did best with at," 
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said Mr. Taitiager, “it is aa easy handler 
good, stiff straw*and is a strong, iyallhy 
It is, as you know, a two rowed variety. My ea- 
prrienec Us been tUt Urley is easy aa Uad. Yea 
css tell tu a foot where the Urley grew the pee 
vioue year ia one ef my fie Me that la aew under 
wheat. “

Vrriudc wheat was uece tried by Mr. Taitiager 
l.ut with discouraging résulta lie found that 
liesi.le» having the objectioaabic feature ef heiag 
lo-anled, it shattered badly. It might, ha wU, 
In* alright to the north brush country, where the 
shortness ef the season demanded aa early maturing 
wheat. Ut was net well suited le hie dlairist.

At the tiam ef my visit, whi<h was abeut July 11 
wheat was just nicely eut ia heed. This afforded aff 
«ppwleaily far «curing the two soaps bets whieh 
appear an this page aad whieh shew Mr. Taitisger 
•landing ia hie wheel plots The uppet part ef the 
rut shews Marquie-wbrat grown from L Ik I .nag's 
world *s prise wtsaisg seed. The mod far this plat, 
!“ pounds, was secured from The Guide lu —nrvt 
• tun with Its work for the distribution a# high ihm 
“cd grain. The lower rut shews a idol grows from 
Nregrr Wheeler's prise winning lOlehreer wheat, 
the seed ef which, I we boshsia, was alee so «mad 
from The Guide. The Kileheuer wheel was ‘-Thlvg 
very Wrong and heuHby; this heiag pertly due, e« 
Idaiued Mr Taitiager, to the fart lUl it was bring 
grown au ground that wan formerly sewn la harts* 
aad tUl wheel decs better after Urley than 
•heat This wheat was sews
Mantels me days later. Hath ,__ ______________
July 14 aed* ll la reporting en Ihm caponamsl. 
Mr Taitiager inform» The Gable that the Hitchease 
had a laager, staffer straw aad that the beads were 
characteristically steals aad « 
need «scared from these pints 
still *
Ik
seeing hew they riw|wir Writing 
recently eoeceroieg the yield ef these Iwe 
Mr Taitiager staled that the acre aad ll 
lets ef Kitchener yielded H Uskels Owing la a 
frost Ike <| nail I y was somewhat affected The ea» 
third aero ef Manfam wheat yttdded II heshefe.

I* lhe prudarllta ef high grade grain mash ef 
whieh to sold far mad tsrptmi, Mr. Taitiager fab 
b.Ws the roles ef the thnedlee Meed Growers* Ae 
sérialisa ef aktrb he is S 
of all

let Urbv than after 
ea April I* aad th#

— «tenir eon remîmes, cram use
■scared from these plate he raperts le aew 
targe, pints neat year wlh the ablest ef 

mghty trying ant the different vsrtetfee ami

proderieg elite Stork 1 
“regard” end everything that Is am tree 4a type 
le earefnily eliminated Every weed la aim petted 
eel aad nothing left endear that wig eaanre the 

art tan ef the chaired send With the sttta 
l a larger main ply lag plot h sewn prodmrtag 
generation sea^I Kanagh Ar^4 geaeeatlaa ^r^tawt 

a la pend are seed foe the hedanee ef the
Everything that le eel tree M type Is 

• aim eliminated from the Mrgar

This year he had aae eeee ef 
eUte stock and Igi bin ef Arm 
gsmethnen I'eder the raise of the 
I MG A. tU M ef Arm gram»
I Me m earefutty ea

sear 'e crop comprised *41 twtt 
of wheel aad n seres 4# hart**, 
la preparing used grata, Mr. 
Taitiager In a Asm Utteree ia the 
free see ef the fanning mitt. “If 
a men weale AM huehrts ef mad 
wheat," U mid. “U should lake 
IJM beehels if tU heal wheel 
U Ua and fan M aadtt M la daws 
to tu AM hostels tty l*W way 
U will get IU Mg keraaia
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