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FIXIVi WHEAT PRICES
What is the Dominion Government poing Uf 

tlo with the wheat crop of 1917? This is a 
question uppermost in the minds of tens of 
thousands of farmers in this country. The 
British Government re<|uires an atkquate 
supply of wheat and Canada is the nearest 
source from which that eu|«ply ran lie secured. 
Three weeks ago
of trade and commerce, |>r.>|iote<l to the Can* 
udian Council of Agriculture that the crop 
should tie taken over at a-fixed price, which 
would not only insure an adequate supply to 
the British Government, I sit would *lw 
encourage the highest puas^tle |ihnluctiun in 
the West The price proposed by Sir George 
Poster was fl JO in tUee at Fort William, on 
the basis of No. I Northern, the spreads 
between otlier grailrs to tar fised by tests 
showing the annual milling and baking value 
of the wheat lie asked rejwesentative* of the 
Canadian Council of Agnculturc to a|ipmve 
of the plan and the price, but thev «nuId not 
accept the respunsiLdity. Tlie full board of 
the Canadian Council meeting in Kegma last 
week considered the quest km at great length 

The Canadian Council of Agriculture is the 
most representative farmers" organisation in 
Canada ami -is tlie only organisât am entitled 
to speak with any degree of authority fur tlie 
gram growers of the praine provinces. The 
lesponniliility wlmh the government placed 
U(jon the council was tremendous The 
rrs|mnMli*lihy was not only to irotert the 
gram growers of the West, but also to |m*ert 
the British and allied nations in the life and 
death struggle in which they arc now engaged 
The government leutamal of fl Jo |ier bushel 
was given puUwity fnrni Ottawa a cou|Je of 
weeks ago and created much am let y thruout 
lbe Wot The Canadian ("ountil. with a full 
realisation of its responsibility ami with a 
dewe to be fair to its own profile and to the 
British Government, mu he*I a densam wlmh 
was embodied m the following statement and 
telegraphed immediately to Str Gçorge Poster 
on the evening of March 13 —

RayrtBI I hr man»
B f>w lu» the aurptwa 
lot the JfBBT 1*17, dBruod Bllh
HIM |- IB (NtaBB IB Mud 1 l»« apnraU'ilM
ul it* < in t*a I waul *4 Agtnilt 
MWU«I> that a |BW» l* hard ahnut 

"*w | .XurthrfB. I n w lllaaa 
mi a* fay, saa MiWiiRraif lj the faM e~r«iaa 
af U* r««nl hrie today aad after lull aUenim 
Uteu. tlw Kv.Ur» the naani, her** * »** the 
■Baa—t 1.4)1 mal ef Ur hr. r the! U>
rmir M«lilt -[— ir-al-Ktm -4 eheal he the 
raarn vmf B a aftadh hill ama*» ynn 
e-nmU sRtiHfaniee» e lay. aad l he --va.il
lort W .II** dliupt I mhil. law* I Northers 
pwh t* MBraate*l. aad that • ■■«ten* pm 
d gl wi. 1-a* I S-dhn, l<d * al**, le 
Sard *|«rvh * yn* «* «radm h*eee It*»
I NbiWis te hr hied •* the art teal ddlaA a* 
* «aim !*«••• t- «urh «radr# ee dr« r**rd hy 
—«-I aad Uah*a ma*, er d a Rat un I* 
S.rH Ufa*, wh pv* du-dd In II 7*1 pes 
■ 11,-hr1. U* I X-Blhera. Ion Sdaa the irai 
I*. I ha* the averaar i-.-» -d I S'dWts at furl 
16 -i»—— .1 ir*B I hr ke an awue.it* "

It will be m*ed that the council eijaewd 
» preference for a minimum and a masimynf 
price, let in deference to the government's 
request they a ho rer'enmmded a fund price 
if tie government prefers that course Iro- 
rr.riliatr!-. the report reached (Jttawa and was 
published the government teem announced 
that there sa- a strong feeling that the 
Western (annen were Vying to hold up the 
British Government Tins view rannot be 
tusufied by an examination of the facts The 
Western farmers did not ask the government 
far any protection on their wheat pnew- and 
they have never done to in the past They 
are erdlmg to accept a minimum of f I V> per 
bushel and take thru chances 00 the market.
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w ith a maximum of f I 90. or they arc willing 
to accept a fixed price of fl 70. The grain 
growers have never had any jw>wct or influence 
in fixing the price of their grain It has always 
lieen «luni|*xl on the open market with the 
wheat from other parts of the world and the 
pn«-e lief ore the war was ruinously low

Farmers are i-Tactically the only class ai 
Itruducers who have no voice in fixing the 
price of their own product Manufacturers of 
all kinds, railways and banks, fix absolutely 
llieir own prices and they fix them just as 
high as they possibly can. Since the outbreak 
of the war many of the mamifai turers luive 
made .very large increases in their jaires 
beyond all reason and under shelter of the 
leotectivc tariff and other protective legisla
tion The government has never made a move 
to regulate these price-, tier to protect the 
consumer in any way. The cost of living has 
gone up enormously and the government has 
lamiittcd it to keep on going up In every 
other one.of the warring countries the govern
ment» have taken steps V> regulate tlie frire 
of almost everything, tlie British Government 
going farther than must any other country. 
In ( "anada. munition manufacturers have hem 
IBrmittrd u> make munitions at a profit, in 
some cases running as high as tOO per «mt 
If any farson has been holding up the British 
Government it 1» the munition manufacturers, 
who have been making such mummu* profits 
and the government has pemutted it. and. 
by ao doing, afiproved id it.

On the «Abet hand, the grain growers have 
lam getting a lag pnee fur thru wheat since 
the outbreak of war entirely bemuse of con
ditions over which tlwry hail absolutely no 
control The government ha» asked them to 
accept f I 10 far bushel That ». the govern
ment has «rlcrtrd the industry whirh has 
shown the least profit fur the past twenty 
yean and asked that the (aimers shall Le the 
first to make a sacrifice The fixed price of 
fl 70 per bushel, which the fanners have «rfrad. 
is lower than the average twice of the post sex 
months and lower than they would probably 
receive m the open market «luring the coming 
fall aiwi winter Everything the (armer buys 
has increased enormously in price, end many 
farmers are paying fM) <w f70 a month far 
inefficient farm help. Under the «veurastanrea 
the price they have asked » Rut unreasonable 
If. however, the government of Canada » 
prepared to take Stefa In regulate the prices 
of «4her products and so reduce the farmers" 
rut of living And coat of pew faction un
doubtedly the gram growers would he willing 
U> accept a lower pnee far their wheat But 
U tfat government permits and approves of 
««enlanatwa». trusts snd agreements by wfarh 
the price of everything » being put up. and 
by which corporations are making profits 
hitherto undreamed af. then the government is 
not justified m asking the farmers tn produce 
wheat at leas than a rrawauUt profit 

The Western fanners will take upad place 
neither Id"the government nor to anyone «1er 
m thew istrusm and in thasr < W terminai a ai 
to 1 a« «ternie the war to a sur tearful condttuon 
Thew brothers and «uns are 10 the trenches 
and many uf them are sleeping theer last 
steep "wane where m Prance " Those who 
remain at home are prepare»! to do thaw duty 
and will do it to the end They are prepared 
to sacrifice to any degree snd we behave that 
the majority of them (eel that the time has 
come to make a sacrifice But that sacrifice 
should be made by all the people of Canada 
and not alun» by the farmers who have dune 
east of the earnfcong in the years gone by.
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everything the German gets nowadays is 
“Made in Germany."

FARM FINANCE
Tu any person who reads in this issue the 

letters from the fanners giving their financial 
experiences, it will be dear that we have 
tapped a new and imjiortant source of valuable 
information Very little attention has been 
given to the many firoblens uf farm finance. 
In the early days and in fart at the present 
time to a great extent chief emphasis is laid 
upon agricultural production. To many wall 
•mentioned advisors of the farmers the great 
and only igublem is to produce more. The 
question of marketing is receiving more and 
more attention and both farmers and their 
advisors are learning that the profit and fans 
account uf the farmer is affected quite as 
much by the marketing and distribution 
question as hy production. It is time that 
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