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LONDON AND NEW YORK VIEWS

The London correspondent of the Wall
Street Journal. of New Ynl‘l{_ wrote I'vl't'llf')'

in that paper as follows:

*An exaggerated 1importance has been givel

here to the decision of the Dominion Ruailway

( iission in the proceedings bhetween the

Western Canadian cities and the railroads. The
reduction of rates ordered 1n Saskatehewan,
Alberta and- British Columbia is not ground
enough for a tall of eizhit points, for instance,
in Canadian Pacifie We are told by the com
pany that the consequent loss in net receipts
is about $£60.000 a month, which, as it is said,
might easily be made aood 1n a4 month or two
with -a re ~.u--r.\ in trade What explains the
ill-effect which the decision has had upon the

stocks of Canadian rallways is the advertise
ment which it gives to the fact thiat thev ar
liable to the disadvantages of Government con
trol. and intervgntion.  The average investor
had not realized that Canada had a body ana
logous to the Iuterstate Commerce Comniis

y

)
s10n.

jut the plain fact of the matter is. of
course. that Canada has not in the Dominion
Railway Commission a body which in actual
effeet is at all comparable to the Interstate
Commerce Commission in the United States
3v their fruits shall ye know them. and there
is no comparison hetween the actual control
of the railway corporations, their financing
and their rates in the United States control
exercised in the interest of justice —and the
workings of the system in this country by
which the Dominion Railway Commission
deals out. instead of justice, sops and frag-
ments by way of quicting down the pubhe
demand for justice. ;

The Interstate  Commerce  Commission
grapples with the fundamental problems pre-
sented by rate questions that come hefore it
The I)m‘nininn Railway Connmission dodges
the fundamental problems.  The recent pro
digiously lengthy and elaborate -judgment
handed out at Ottawa as the result of the
lone-continued Western rates inquiry  will
bring into operation on September 1 next
considerably lower freight rates on many
commodities in the West, especially in Sas
katehewan and Alberta and the lake region
of British Columbia, but the fatal weakness
of the judgment lies in its utter fallure to
deal with the fundamental issue [Dl"'.\"ll""l
for arbitrament: No attempt 18 made to
equalize freight rates thruout the Dominion
There are some reductions made 1n some
western rates, but the general level of West
ern rates is left higher than the general level
of Eastern rates——a diserimination proved to
the hilt to be absolutely unjustifiable; piled
up evidence proving unanswerably the in
Justice of 1t having been adduced betore the
Commission

The judgment fails absolutely to establisb
the principle of cquality of rates hetween .dl
sections of the country, a failure doubly
shametfnl from the fact that 1t was proved
betfore the Commission that the cost of rai
way construction and operation 18 less in
the West than in the East, and that the den
sity ol tratfu that 18 to say, the earning
capacity per mile of track-—is greater in the
Weést than in the East

There is another interesting London utter
ance to be cited 1n this connection T hie
London Thnes, in a leading article 1nats issue
of May 5, entitled ** American Views on Carra
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the conclusion that the result is not likely to

be so serious for Canadian ratlroads as has
been predicted, and that the politicians at Ot
tawa have made a great sucdess i seeming to
give the Western PProvinees a great deal with

out really giving them very n.(x- Ml

This is a somewhat ruthlessly cynical draw
ing aside of the curtain by the London Times
It discloses the plain trath of the whole mat
ter, which is that Parhiament is making us
of the Dominion Railway Commission as i
means of escaping from its own duty.  But
Parliament is not going to he able to continue
for all time to make the Railway Commission
its shield. The time will come when the prin
ciple of equalization of railway rates thru
out Canada will have to be established by
an enactment placed by Parlionent on thes
Dominion statute hook. such enactment or
dering that the Railway Commission shall en
force that prineiple.

I'.ulrit must be admitted that there are no
signs of such a Donianion statute heing on
acted in the imonediate future

ROBBING THE POSTOFFICE

A Western farmer has sent us a copy of
the “Federal Press Bulletin,” a jourfal with
a sub-title ““A Weekly Review of Canadian
Political Affairs.”” Upon examination of this
Journal-we find that 1t 1s published by *'The
FFederal Press Agency,”” Room™ 40, Citizen
Building, Ottawa, Canada. It also announces
i its pages that it is ““published in the inter
est of the Liberal-Conservative party,”’ and
will be sent free to anyone upon request, to
gether with ten other pieces of literature
published for the same purpose.  The en
velope in wineh this journal was mailed to
the farmer who sent 1t to us 1s postmarked
“House of Commons, Canada, Free,”’ and
bears the stamp of *J.8."7 Membér of Par
lament, which we judge is the postage frank
of John Stanfield, M.P., the Conservative
whip.  This 1s conclusive proof that it was
matled n the House of Commons postoffice
and was carried thru the mails postage free
['ndoubtedly nmmense quantities of this same
material are being sent post free thrg the
mails, and thus robbing the postoffice of a
considerable revenue

We have also received recently the litera
ture from the headquarters of the " Canadian
[aberal Party’’ at 63 Sparks street, Ottawa,
Their official organ is ““The Canadian
Liberal Monthly This journal and other
campaign hterature is sent out under the
postal frank of “‘A. 3. M.’ M.P. (whoever
that may be), and is maled i the House of
Commons post office, so that the post office
loses another part of its legitinate revenne

Premier Borden must bhe aware of this
abuse of the franking privilege If the
political parties want to publish journals for
the benefit of their “loval supporters’ they
should do so 1o the open and pay their post
are bills hke men, as do all regular journals
We cannot see that members of Parliament
have any more right to publish a journal
and send at out free than we have to send
out The Guide fred Yet we have paid the
postoffice thousands of dollars to mail The
Guide to its readers and tor our general
business correspondence.  There is a large
ammount of correspondence that a Member of
Parliament 18 jJustly entitled to send free
thru the mails, but he 18 not entitled to rob
the postoffice of 1ts legitimate revenue
What difference 1n principle 18 there hetween
this method of robbing the ‘!"i"!f’fi"" of 1ts
revenue and the act of a postal clerk who
deliberately steals money from the same ser
viece?  The clerk would be sent to jail for
such an act

CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT BILL

The co-operative credit hill introduced _by
Hono Arvthur Meighen on May 13, and hriefly
referred to in our Ottawa letter last week.,
is the same hill, except i a few of its details,
that has been hefore parliament in several
previous sessions. The hill provides for uni
form machinery thruout the Dominion, en
abling the formation of co-operative credit
societies on somewhat similar lines to those
which have heen suceessfully established in
Quehee, and which have been deseribed in
The Guide by their founder, Alphonse Des
Jardins. In 1907 the hill passed the House of
Commons, after being very fully reviewed by
aospectal cotmmittee, hut was killed by the
Senatie, In 1909 and again in 1910 it was re-
mtroduced by the late 1. D, Monk, as a
private member’s bill, but failed to pass ow
g to the government not giving time for its
constderation Last  session My, \ln-iullu'll,
who was then o private member of the House,
brought it n once more, and it died again
for the same reason Now, however, since
Mr. Meighen s fathering the bhill as Solicitor-
General, it becomes a Government bill and
as such has precedence over bills introduced
by private members,  Mr.o Meighen, in mov
g the first reading on May 13, said he
loped to get the bill thra this session.  The
fricnds e the Hotse of-the big finnneial in-
terests are known to he against co-operative
banks, however, and it s extremely unlikely
at this late stage of the session that sufficient
time will be allowed by the government to
cnable the passage of the hill, Truly it is
casier for a camel to go thra the eye of a
needle than for - democratic measure to
pass the Canadian Parliament

ENCOURAGING MANUFACTURERS

Last  weele was ““Made in Winnipeg"'
weel o the Manitoba capital, and manufac
turers, retailers and citizens generally co
operated to bring the products of local in
dustries hefore the public and to urge Win
nipee people to help build up a bigger and
hetter city, by using goods made in local face
tortes.  The object is o most worthy and
commendable one, and the response which
hias been made by the citizens shows that
western eities, as well as the older cities of
the Iast, arce developing a civie pride and a
local patriotism that will be for the good of
the community.  We would point out, how
ever, that there are better wayvs even than
this of developing and adding to the indus
tries of Western Canada Manufacturers,
like the farmers, have heavy burdens to
carry when they endeavor to establish them
selves in Western Canada. In the first place
the manufacturer who locates in a Western
city a8 held up by the real estate speculators
who have secured control of all the available
sites and who will neither use the land
themselves nor allow anvone else to do so
unless they are paid an exorbitant price
Time and again representatives of British
and FEastern Canadian manufacturing con
cerns huve come to Winnipeg and entered
imto negotiations for the establishment of
branch factories, only to find that they can
not pay the price demanded by the real estate
speculators and then conduet their business
profitably.  Recently a group of capitalists
desired to establish a factory in Winni
peg, and found that for the bare land which
they required they would have to pay as
much as 1t would cost for land, building and
plant in London.  Winnipeg has cheap elee-
tric. power, Medicine Hat has cheap natural
was, Lethbridge has cheap coal, and other
cities have their peculinr natural advantages,




