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Visit to a Zenana
1 would like to give you a full ac

count of my visit to some zenanas at our 
different stopping-places. 1 will only 
refer to one in Calcutta.

One of the teachers in Miss l Hire- 
mus's zenana took three of us into her 
work. The first place we went to was 
a high-caste zenana, and vas a grand 
one. Going up a long flight of stone 
steps, we came into an inside piazza, 
extending around the four sides of the 
house inside. There were luxuriant 
plants growing in the court, or yard. 
A sweet-looking Hindoo woman came 
forward to meet us. She sent for some 
chairs, and we sat down to be looked 
at. .You would like to know all about 
her. First, her dress vas a long, long 
strip of soft pink cloth, called a 
*• sarree” (pronounced .«.-my). This 
was wound all about her, one end being 
brought up over her head, yet not cove
ring her ftw?e. She does not wear this 
colored dress when she goes out. At 
such times she must wear white. 
Colors are allowed only in the house 
—that is, with the high-caste. She 
wears no shoes, only heavy bangles 
upon her ankles ; beautiful bracelets 
both above and below her elbows ; rings 
in her ears and nose. Her face was 
very sweet. Her first question was as 
to whether we were married, for with 
them it is a disgrace not to be. Our gloves 
excited remark. She felt of our hands 
and the gloves, and lifted our sleeves 
to see how far they went up. Pretty 
soon the children appeared. They also 
were in pink. One little girl, nine 
years old. had a red dot upon her fore 
head, just where the hair begins to 
part. This is a sign that she is mar
ried. There were others in this house 
besides this one family, for vhen a 
man has sons their wives live at home 
with them. In this family there were 
several sons, so we saw their wives 
and the girls.

There were two other little brides. 
A man came in. and immediately one 
of the little brides covered her face 
and ran out. One of the ladies took 
us ip to see her baby. It was entirely 
without clothing, having its morning 
nap. Two little boys came in, very 
dark-skinned ; you might have guessed 
they were negroes, only their hair was 
straight. One of them clung to me. 
His dress was a big silk handkerchief; 
only, instead of wearing it, he carried 
it under his arm.

We visited two other zenanas, each 
one poorer than the last. In one of 
them the teacher asked one of the 
little brides to put on her jewels. From 
the appearance of the room (it being 
only a cellar) you wouldn’t have ex
pected to see much wealth. Yet the 
little girl brought in on a tray jewels 
worth at least $2,500, which she put 
on. They were elegant, but they can 
never wear them on the street, for fear 
of being robbed. The missionary told 
us it would please them very much if

on going from any place wo would say 
the word *’ Nomskar." It means, ** I 
bow the head, and corresponds to our 
“ Good-by." In all these houses I saw 
the many idols they worship. It is 
sad indeed to see them Giv ing down 
to these hideous images, which van 
neither hear nor help; but it they give 
up their idols and begin to serve Christ, 
or call themselves Christians, they lose 
their home. Once 1 thought I know 
all about it from reading; but until 1 
came here, and saw for myself how 
they live. 1 did not understand the half.
— Ht'lpimi Hiithl.
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Largest Assortment in the 

City at

H. SLIGHTS
CITY NURSERIES,

407 YONGE ST., TORONTO.

Roses -
Geraniums
Dahlias
Gladioli
Helianthus
Pansies
Daisies
Hydrangeas

from 25 cts. Each
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DELLS! BELLS!
PEALS A CHIDES 

FOB CHURCHES.
School Bells. 

Clock Tower Bells. 
Fire Bells.

House Bells. 
Hand Bells.

__________ Cuialogmm é WUmttm »w.

■ Job* TatLos k Co. are founders of the most 
noted Binge of Bell* which hare bee*» cast, inclu
ding those for St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 
a Peal of 18 (largest in the world), also the famous 
Great Paul weighing 16-tone 14-cwt. S-qrs. 19-lbs

JOHN TAYLOR A CO.,
Loughborough, Leio—Urthirt, England.
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Hanging Baskets 50 to 100 
Coleus - from 5 cts, Each 
Rustic Vases “ 75 
Iron Vases x $1 50 
Shade Trees x 50 
Norway Spruce 10 to $1 00 

GRAPE VINES.
Wedding Flowers and 

Floral Offerings,
FINEST WORK IN CANADA.

Price* Very Low.

H. SLIGHT
SELF-ACTING

_  ______ _ SHADE ROLLERS?
Beware of Imitations.

NOTICE , sr' - c* 
AUTOGRAPHJ/

^TT^THE GENUINE

dbusb
H. WILLIAMS & CO.,

4 ADELAIDE ST.. TORONTO,

Slate and Felt Roofers.
DEALERS IN ROOFING MATERIALS.

Proprietors of Williams’ Flat Slate Roof 
A Superior Roof for Flat Surfaces. 

Trinidad A*piialt|Lald on Cellar Bottoms, 
Stable Floors, Walks, *c.

DROPSY
nouneed hopeless. From first dose symptoms rapidly disappear, 
and in ten davs at least two-thirds ot all symptoms are removed 
BOOK of testimonials of miraculous cures sent PREK»

Treated free.
re.UI.ely CTUD 
with Vegetable 

Beared I «-•. Have 
cured many thou
sand cases pro

Qur Beautiful Premiums
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••DIANA DR CHRINT." AD* 4M * 81 Inch**.

WI-. have secured a limited number of beautiful tinted engravings called 
” Diana or Christ,” and" Not hi be Caught with Chaff." exact reproduc

tions of the famous original paintings. To any one who will send us $1.50 
we will send the

' i-> Qanadian Churchman
One year t<i any address and the choice of either picture, poet paid. This 
offer is extended to all our subscribers, renewals as well as new names. Sub
scribers whose subscriptions have not ex pi ml, or those recently renewed, are 
privileged to accept this great offer, in which case their term of subscription 
will be extended one year,
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••NOT TO BE CAKiHT WITH CHAFF.’’ -AUe ’4M x 88 Inches.

We give small Illustrations of these pictures, as above. It is not neces
sary for us to say more than that the pictures speak for themselves. These 
pictures are supplied ONLY TO SUBSCRIBERS of the Canadian Church
man. Send at once $1.50, which entitles you to the paper one year and your 
choice of either. These beautiful engravings are worth at least $1.50 each.

\ Address
\ FRANK W00TTEN,

Canadian Churchman,
Toronto.P. 0. Box 2640.

MENEELY BELL COMPANY.
The Finest Grade of Church Bells.

Greatest Experience. Largest Trade. 
Illustrated Catalogues mailed Free.

Clinton H. Meneely, Bell Co., Troy, N.Y.
GRAIMITE & MARBLE 

MONUMENTS 
TABLETS. 

MAUSOLEUMS &c 
F B.GULLETT Seui 
!00 CHURCH ST TORONTO

Cincinnati BellFoundry Go
sJ

Ætm BLYHYER MANUFACTURING»
C»TAU)GUC WfflfeZOO TESTIMONIALS.

Ne Duty en Church Belle. Mention tbie Paper

HOMEOPATHIC PHARMACY,
394 Yonge Street, Toronto,

Keeps in stock Pure Homœopathio Medicine*, in 
Tincture*, Dilutions, and Pellets. Pure Sugar of 
Milk and Globules. Books and Family Medicine 
Cases from SI to $18. Cases refitted. Vials re
filled. Orders for Medicines and Books promptly 
attended to. Send for Pamphlet.

D. L. THOMPSON, Phartçaciit.


