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For although this country since 1878 has passed 
through a period of unparalleled commercial depres­
sion, it is our privileged task, with gratitude to God, 
*6 record the steady growth and prosperity of our 
Diocesan work, as illustrated by the facts and figures 
which I hate already mentioned, showing an increase 
ill-the number of Clergy ; the extension ofthe Church’ 
ministrations into many new fields ; the erection of a 
large number of beautiful and costly churches ant 
pamonnflOB ; the annually increasing contributions in 
aid of Foreign Missions ; the growth of many mission 
fields into self-sustaining parishes ; and, best of all, 
4noe 1874, we have not only kept our expenditure 
within the limite of our annual income, but have 
hip able to wipe out the greater portion of that 
heavy debt which had been incurred during previous
yee*o*

• To show the progress the Church in this Diocese 
* during my administration, I have causée 

.................details erf the volunbe prepared, giving the details of the 
«sen income during the last eighteen 
Alee will be found in the Appendix),

years 
which

> an aggregate increase in voluntary contributions 
0< #84,547.51, for the period daring which, in the provi 
donee of God, I have been at the head of this Diocese, 
While deeply oonseiotis that we could and ought to 
hase done more in this way to extend the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom. I yet cannot consider this steady andlibera 
support of our Diocesan work, daring a protracted 
period df faumhl stringency, otherwise than as a 
sign of active life amongst us, and a great cause of 
“ * ' " ess to the Head of the Church, Who has so

r.faalWI Wim people thus to show their sym- 
h His cause. Nor am I insensible, belovec 
of the clergy and laity, how much your 

■ and sealous co-operation has accomplished in 
re about so cheerful a result.

A INVESTED FUNDS.

i capital of the Synod Trust and Dio- 
1871 was 1682,466.60. The capital

owing, of
_ ____ ! lands which had been for many

mil iritallT tinrirr^rti------- J this year I find it has^^ Uhe smh of •666386.67, being an increase ofErected tha 
jft48.488.97i

£-■ • <<

si;

, proper to state that in this amount are 
tarions Trust Fonds (as, for instance, the 
Rectorial, and Endowment Funds), which 
limited to their specific objects, and there­

in# wvaikAie for • any other purposes. We 
a* thankful to say, the strongest and most 

..stable evidence of the judicious manner in 
i our funds hate been administered, as well as 

(f ont Diocese, in the fact, that the 
from all invested fonds, both Trust 

in 1871, was only •27,418.84 ; whereas, 
i year, show returns from these sources 

being an increase in our income from in- 
of over 117,000! \

connection with this fact, I have great pleasure [h, 
my public testimony to the efficiency erf 

at Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Reed, whose 
=energy, seel and devoted ability in the dis- 

„ of his arduous duties have not a little contri 
to secure such a gratifying result.

fftry
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:<■ ikl' widows’ and orthanb’ fund.
the condition

w .

tin my accession to the Episcopate, tl 
df the Widows’ and Orphans’Fond was to me a source 
at great anxiety, although there were at that time 

^ ■ "it pensioners upon the fond. In the Pastor- 
I.then felt it my duty to issue, I made the 
Deal on its behalf which I have already

BP
V

now to inform the Synod that
____  fond has nearly doubled daring the
nïnë y oars tint increase being #26,864.891 The 
rtanoe of augmented capital will be the 

_ evident when we consider how the claims upon 
fond have been increasing from year to year. At

__ pToeunt time twenty widows are receiving
tgnoe from this fond, and it is truly gratifying to 
Rem the Standing Committee’s report of this year, 
timt we have not only paid their several claims in 
full, according, to the provisions of the Canon, but 
^tve also been able to add,# 1300 to the capital for in­
vestment, w»«»lring a total invested capital of 
#65,279.76. I sincerely trust that the object to which 
flÿa is devoted will still command for it the generous 
and deserved support of all the members of the 
Church. I trust, toe day is not far distant, when, 
for the comfort of our Clergy, we may be enabled to 

for themake larger provision 
and orphans. r

wants of their widows

SUSTENTATION FUND.

Ff;"- -----------  -------- Svn—-------------- -
this Diocese, and one who always took a deep interest 
in promoting the welfare of the Church. This sug- 

‘* >n met with the hearty approval and active sup- 
of our dear late Bishop, who spoke of the es- 

of this fund, as “a .work, the value of

which cannot be over-estimated, and the beneficit 
effect of which upon the Church will be felt for a 
time to come, “

1 I rejoice to say, that this fund has now reached the 
amount of #49,117.98, all of which has been mos i 
judiciously invested ; and the interest is appliec 
from year to year towards the support of our Mission­
ary Clergy. The value Cf such a reliable and perma 
nent source for missio; ary purposes must be evident
to all, and most gladly would I see it very largely ip 
creased for the benefit of our faithful and self-denying 
Missionaries.

. prosperity 
id judicious

STANDING COMMITTEE.

This detailed statement of our financial 
bears the best testimony to the faithful pm 
manner in which our Diocesan affairs have been man 
aged by the “ Standing Committee” of the Diocese, 
both before and since the Church Society was by Act 
of our Provincial Legislature “ united to and incor 
porated with” the Synod iunder its present title o: : 
“ The Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of Huron,” 
a step by means of which all our congregations are 
now enabled, through their duly elected representa­
tives, to share in the government and management o: ! 
our Diocesan affairs.

So much, indeed, under God, does our prosperity as 
Diocese depend upon the Standing jDommittee 

elected annually by ballot at the meeting of Synod, 
that I do not hesitate to say, that the Synod merely 
exercises a due precaution in selecting for so responsible

npo:
1 ime demand their most careful consideration, but 
who are also known to be loyal in their attachment to 
all that concerns the peace and prosperity of our be 
oved Church in this rapidly growing Diocese.

In the retrospect which we have thus taken of our 
diocesan affairs, during my Episcopate from 1871 up 
o tins period, we can gratefully re-echo the words 

addressed by the Apostle to the brethren he met at 
"" Forum: “ Thank God, and take courage.” And 

igh the difficulties attending our operations 
lave at times been perplexing and very trying, yet 
laving looked upward for that wisdom from above 
which is promised to the prayer of faith, we have 

] ully realized the precious promises : “ Lo, I am with 
;rou alway, even unto the end of \the world;" ant 
igain, “ No weapon that is formed against thee shal 
irosper, and every tongue that shal) rise against thee 
n judgment thon shalt condemn;" and again, “1! 

God be for ns, who can be against us ?"
We, therefore, implicitly trust for a continuance oi 

every needed blessing from the Great Head of the
Church, the entire glory at which we would stil 
ascribe to Him, with whom alone is all counse 
and sound wisdom and understanding and 
strength.

But while thus thankfully acknowledging the good 
less of God in prospering our work in the past, yet - 

most here express my conviction that all our efforts 
yet made are inexpressibly feeble, when compared 
with the object, and with the means possessed by our 
>eople.

The members of the Church have to be awakened 
» a more enlarged view of the blessed privilege of ex- 
ending the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ- The prophetic direction to the Church is :— 

b the place of thy tent, and, let them 
a curtains of thy habitations; spa 

lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes.
There is no time to be lost ; our own lives are , ^ 

swiftly passing away. The season of unparalleled th 
advantage which we now enjoy is likewise rapidly 
>assing away. Let, therefore, every true follower of 
Ihrist adopt, the spirit of the Master, s declaration :—
“I must work the works of Him that sent me 
while it is day, the night cometh when no man 
work.

pbaÎkb.

Need I say to this Christian assembly that prayer 
our great resource and strength in the prosecution 
the trust reposed in us. The Lord Jesus Christ 

iimself taught ns to say continually, “ Thy Kingdom 
tome." He Himself commands us to pray to the 
.tord of the harvest to “ send forth laborers into the 
larvest," and the encouragements to prayer are very 
eat, of which we have many illstrations in God’s 
ord, “ The effectual fervent player of the righteous 

ian vailefch much.” Oh that my voice might roach 
to most distant Christian people to pour forth their 

unceasing supplication to Him who heareth and an- 
wereth prayers for the outpouring of His Spirit on 
lem and on the Church throughout the world. At 
his time, while we are assembled to legislate how 
lest to advantage the Kingdom of our Lord, let us 
resolve that we will fervently and costantly pray for 
lis great blessing. To the end of life let us pray on 

in faith ; with an unwearied perseverance let us pray 
ill the Spirit of God be poured upon us in the plenti- 
tude of His richest grace. Thus praying to God in

downright earnest, we shall yet see all that we desire 
accomplished, and God, even our own God, «« wh»n 
bless us and prosper the word of our hands, yes pros 
per our handy work upon us." ' ’ p

Walton.—The ceremony of laying the corner stone 
of St. George’s Church took place on Friday, Jone 
11th. It was witnessed by about 600 people, and was 
laid by Major James Rennet, Orange Grand Master of 
Western Ontario, who was the guest of the Incum­
bent, Rev. F. Ryan, during his stay. A procession of 
Orange and Young Briton Lodges was formed naM 
the Post Office and marched to the site of the church 
a beautiful elevation on Mr. Hewett’s property, the 
band playing. The lodges and spectators formed a 
semi-circle to the south of the foundation. St. John’s 
Church choir, Brussels, with organ, was placed on 
the platform near the comer stone. The Innnm^f, 
the Grand Master, and Rev. Messrs. Matthew and* 
Henderson took up the positions assigned them fog 
the ceremony, when the Rev. Mr. Ryan announced to 
the officers and Building Committee their -duties. He 
briefly addressed those assembled, stating the object 
and importance of the ceremony, and that while the 
materials of the building were perishable, the pur­
poses for which it was erected were eternal and 
reached beyond the flood. He then called on the 
choir to sing the anthem, “ Lord of Hosts," after 
which the Rev. C. R. Matthew offered a fervent ttjul 
appropriate prayer, which elicited a hearty “ Amen” 
from all. The usual document was read by the In­
cumbent and was placed by Mr. C. R. Cooper with 
copies of the Dominion Churchman with other papers, 
and several gold, silver and copper corns of 
the realm in a tin box in the cavity of the stone.

Rev. Mr. Ryan, in a few appropriate words, pre­
sented Grand Master Bennet with a beautiful silver

The Grand Master, bow­
ing, replied, after which he laid the stone with the 
usual ceremonies :—

‘ Reverend 8m,—I accept this beautiful 
trowel with the most sincere pleasure, and shall ever

spreading the mortar upon 
is to rest, in the hope that the building about to he 
raised may be one m which the truth of the Gospel 
may be ever held sacred ; and may it contain large 
congregations of regular and devout worshippers. 
May it long resist the encroachments of time, ana re­
main as a monument of the Christian liberality of the 
good people of Walton." -

Striking the stone three times, he continued >»;j 
“ In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity, I" 
this corner stone of St. George’s Ghoroh, Walton,

of the
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may the pure doctrines of the Church of TCngland 
preached within it, the Sacraments administered »• 
cording to the will of Christ, and the discipline of the 
Church fully maintained. Amen.

Other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid, even Jesus Christ who is God over all, blessed 
or evermore; and in whom we have redemption 

through His Blood, even the forgiveness at 
Amen.”

The Grand Master, then, turning to eon tractors < 
ang & Hawkshaw, said,—“Gentlemen, the foonda- 

lion stone of this church having been laid, I now*pre- __ 
sent you with the plans and specifications, in Ml 77 
confidence that as faithful workmen, you will follow 
them.in snch a manner that the building may rise iE 
order, harmony and beauty, so that, when completed^- 
it may establish your reputation as skilful buildettk' < a 
and give, entire satisfaction to those who enturnsfcsd . 1 
“ e work to you for its due fulfilment.”

' -M, : :
Excellent addresses, for which we have not spare* . 

were presented, and suitable replies were given. ThlK) -• 
company then adjourned to Mr. John Hewett’s 
orchard, where a splendid dinner was served by 
adies of the congregation. The tables were *" “

: ully provided with til the delicacies and 
of |the season. The extent, variety, and 
of the preparation being creditable in the extreme 
ihe lames who provided it. Dinner was partaken 
>y about 600 ; admission, 26 cents.

Mr. Hewett is entitled" to special notice for the 
abor he gave, with others of the congregation in ] 
aring his orchard so comfortably’ for i 
ation of the visitors, and his genuine 

kindness to all. After all had partaken to their eotilE 
satisfaction, the genial pastor, Rev. Mr. Ryan, *#• 
laired to the platform which had been erected foe 
ihe speakers and choir. He invited thenat to th» 
ilatform. After a few selections from the choir# be 

opened the afternoon’s proceedings by a neat end 
appropriate speech. He then introdnoed Mr. Hoo­

ters were present and made 
spoke- in the most 
eulogized the zeal and 
The Grand Master was the

neighboring
good addresses. They 
friendly terms 

erf Rev. Mr.
•,mm1


