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. Berenger, of Tours, publicly avowed his disbe-

“in the fourth Lateran Council, precisely deter-

TRANSUBSTANTIATION. !

! reflection will suffice to discover that in mality‘ bypocrisy, no robbery of Goc

Tbe doctrine of Transubstantiation is one of

the distinguishing tenets of the an!m C pumh. | ter of merely the property of extension, and to | a direet, solemn. honest
It is n»jectt‘d by ail Protestant bodies without |
{

. . — W) - 2 . . . .
exception, while every true Papist must believe | |ofy 44 5 résiduum,and how could it manifest it- | members must come in se

it does not. For, deprive any portion of mat-

what a chimaera do we reduce it! What is

in itiatthe peril of his soul's salvation. To so|sa)f g the senses, or be even realized in im-

cast aa extent has the doctiine become ident-
ifed with the Church, that the Test Act, pass-
ediathe reign of Charles II. and repealed
little over forty years ago, effected the exclu-
sion of Catholics from public offices by requir-

. jng them, among other things, to abjure belief
in so Papistical a tenet. Like other errors
of the Church of Rome, it grew daring
the darkness of the middle ages. A too literal
-interpretation of the words of our Saviour at
the Last Supper,—** this is my body,”—had,
at an early period, caused a vague belief to
spring up gradually in the Church that the
sacred elements were connected in some mys-
terious manner with the body and blood of
Christ.  These, although it is impossible to
speak with precision on the subject, seem to
bave been generally regarded as present at the
_administration of the Eucharist, though in what
manner this presence was supposed to be real-
ized cannot be determined, as the matter had
never been publicly discussed in any Synod.
Indeed, it is probable that the matter was
largely left to individual judgment. In ‘the|
year 831, however, Paschasius Radbertns, a
Benedictine monk, and Abbot ot Corbie in
France, published a book in which he unegni-
vocally maintained the doctrine of the real
presence. It would appear to baye Leen re-
garded with dislike by Charles the Bald, then
King of France, who appointed Ratramn and
John Scotus, two learned men, to reply to the
obooxious publication. But the want ot clear
and decided views on the subject caused the
discussion to be but inefficiently condueted
both by these champions and other theologians
who voluntarily entered the lists. As the aver-
sion, bowaver, which Charles felt for the doe-
trige did not take the shape of a prohibition,
the matter gradually sank to rest for two bun-
dred years. A choice of beliefs being thus
afforded, it may easily be imagined which one
gained ground during the sombre period of in-
tellectual gloom which followed. But the
events which took place about the middle of
the eleventh century removed all doubts on the
subject, aud decisively settled what was to be
the orthodox tfaith on the subject. In 1045

liet of the doctrige of Transubstantiation.
this he was condemned in no less than seven
Councils. At four of these he was himself pre-
seut and solemnly adjured his errors, only to
relapse ;giin. He lived to an advanced age,
tortured by the réeollection ot his repeated
perjuries, but protected from the extreme rigor
of ecclesiastical hiw by the celebrated Hilde-
brand, afterwards Gregory VII, who begides
béing influenced by personal ftriendship, was
probably himself iaclined to the controverted
opinion. The Council of Placentia, held dur-
ing the pontificate of Urban II, sanctionéd the
doctrine of the real presence. Innocent III,

For

mined the nature of the presence, finally estab-
lished the dogma, and affixed to it the name of
Transubstantiation. The gradual and un-
noticed growth of pernicious error was never
more strikingly exemplified than in the history
of this absurd and blasphemous tenet. Bad,
too, as it would be as a mere belief, its practi-
cal consequence has been a wide deviation in
the administration of the Euclarist, as practis-
ed by the Romish Chburch, from the primitive
type afforded by the Last Supper. Fear lest
the blood of our Lord might be spilt, caused
the cup to be withdrawn from communicants
aud confined to the priests. The use of the
wafer instead of broken bread sprang from
scruples of a similar nature, about breaking
the body of Christ. Thus the apprehension of
committing au imaginary sacrilege has resulted
in an’actual neglect of scriptural usage.

The doctrine we are at present diseussing,
though unquestionably resting on a most am-
ple basis of absurdity, is not so grossly and
patently ridiculous as is commonly supposed.
It is founded on one of the metaphysical subtle-
ties 30 rife in the middle ages; but precisely
because it is thus founded has been almost in-
variably wisunderstood. Philosophers are un-
animous in asserting that our knowledge ot
matter is purely relative; that is, that of mat-
ter, in itself, we can know nothing, but only
as it has qualities which are en rapport with
our seuses. ** When I see and touch a piece
of gold,” says Mill, ** I am conscious of a sen-
satioa of yellow colour, and sensations of hard-
ness aud weight: and by varying the mode of
bandling, T may add to these sensations many
others completely distinct trom them; but the
sensations are all of which I am directly con-
scious.”  Of what used to be called the
essence of anything,—that which makes it to
be (egse) what it is,—we know nothing. This
unknown and unknowable something, in which
the various qualities of which we are conscious
are supposed to inhere, is called substance (sub
under and sto to stand) or matter. This sub-
stance, then, being entirelv inaceessible to hu-
man observation, might be annihilated or
<hanged in tolo without our knowledge, so long
as the various properties clothing it continued
to produce in us the appropriate sensations.
Transubstantiation is the removing of the sub-
stance of the bread and wine, and the substi-
tuting in its place the subsiance of the flesh
and biood of Christ,the qualities of the original
elements remaining the samc as before. Thoge,

therefore, who developed the doctrine into its
wmore refined form, did not commit the palpable
absurdity vulgarly attributed to them, of sup-
posing the change to be cogrizable ‘by our
senses. This would not be transubstantiation,
which means a change in the substance, some-
thing ef which our senses, commonly appealcd
to in refutation of the doctrine, can tell us
nothing. But although the popular view of
the nature of the presence be incorrect, there
is, pevertheless, a genuine absurdity adberent
in the tenet. Granting the existence of an ex-
ternal cause, to which we are compelled by a
necessity of our nature to refer our sensations,
if this unknown sub-stratum be matter minus
allits qualities and properties, in what possible
Tespect can the substance of the body and
blood of Christ differ from the substance of the

agination? And if it be replied that exten-
sion, or the property of occupying some
portion of space, is itself all that substance
really is, the answer is obvions that extension

w
| fully to draw near to God. There maust be no

ment no ** getting up” of a revival, but instead
, earnest appeal
| forgiveness and sanctification. Ministers and
If-abasement, in deep
| repentance for all past sins, in perfect trust to
| the all-mercitul God.
| sanctify and revive.

for

He will forgive, bless,
He will ncver turn us
| away when we thus come to him. ** He is able

|
| to save to the utmost,” and he will save. We

differs only in degree and not in kind, and | may pe sure that sinners will neither be con-
must be the same for the divine body as for the | victed nor copverted while the Church lives

eucharistic elements. DBut, in truth, when we

in a backsliden sfate. Such a church is an in-

talk of matter as something divested of all sen- | cubus, and a disgrace; a great shame and a

sible qualities, we are talking of that of which
we know nothing.

The—presence, howgver, of the fiesh and |

blood of Christ, in whatever manner it is sup- |
posed to be realized, involves other alnurditiesi
quite as gigantic as the above, and a great|
deal more blasphemous. © When a person has
achieved a faith sufficiently sublimated to be-
lieve in the mythical transmutation effected by
the blessing of the priest, he has still to credit
the most stupendous miracle, or rather series
of miracles, that the human mind can imagine,

—the perpetual consumption and as perpetual
renewal of the body of onr Lord. And, pass-
ing over the horrid blasphemy involved in the

idea of taking into the system the flesh of the

Saviour, the digestive functions have to be

suspended that the elements may not undergo |
assimilation. There are'numerous minor ab-

surdities connected with the tenet which eannot

be discussed here, but which will suggest them-

To this fantastic Moloch

of superstition, engendered by the frivoliu'es’
of a vain philosophy on a misinterpretation of |
the words ot our Lord, has been sacrificed a
host of heroic sounls for refusing to fall down

and worship it, Surely out of the mists of
error steaming up from the golden chalice of |
abominations beld by the woman clad in purple
and scarlet, and obscuring the Sun of Righte-

ousness from the weary eyes of mankind, was
never shaped a phantom *‘ more dreadful and |
deformed.” The meek and lowly Jesus, veiling
his Godhead in the Eucharistic elements, and
calling on mankind to believe in the wondrous
transmutation, or be consigned to the martyr's
stake in this world and everlasting flames in
the next! The conception is worthy the im-
agination of a fiend.

selves to every one.

SELBER.
—
THE COMING YEARS.
BY CAKL SPENCER.
The glorious coming years,
The strong victorious years,
Our prophets see them far upon the way :
With tumbrel and with seng,
Before the doubting throng,
They bear the stagdard of the coming day

The grand millennial years,
The fruitful harvest years,
So sure to blossom when we shall not see.
Contented we forego,
1f each one seed may sow,
Which in that century shall be a tree.

O world ot want and wrong,
O world, despairing long !
Our hopes are strong for thee, our hands are
fall;
Our prayers, with labor wrought,
Have golden answers caught—
The promise is so vague and bountiful !

For every hopeful plan,
All help from man to man,
Room, where the hosts of true reform advance;
The names of Right and Good,
Though little understood,
Shall keep their armies safe from sore mis-
chance.

Than every enthroned ill
Qur Faith sits higher still,
High as the throne where Right with God ap-
pears.
So lifted over fate,
So strong to work and wait,
Are they who count on the eternal years.

REVIVALS.

Whatever we may think of extravagence at-
tendent upon revivals of religion, we cannot
doubt that God has, in the history of his church
shown that he does at particular times pour
out his Spirit upon men. Those who disbelieve
the supernatural in religion must go through
the New Testament chiefly to prune it. What
is left of our Bible after the supernatural is
taken from it ? It would not be a intelligable
record of anything. It is either supernatural or
it is nothing at all which any man need care
about

The history of the Pentecostal revivalis told
naturally and without the slightest appearance
of exaggeration, and if that be true then all re-
vivals are accounted for. They come from God,
and are to be desired as the greatest boon he
can give to man. They are to be sought atter
as essential to success in saving men. It may
be said the revival is dependent upon the spirit-
ual condition of the church, and if a church were
alwavs alive to God it would bave a continu-
ous revival. We question whether it were pos-
sible for any church to bear the strain of a per-
petual revival, such as has been at times cnj&‘).\'-
ed. Cities have been moved by the outpouring
ot the Spirit of God until mapy were oblige‘d to
quit business and attend to the work of (md:
Very often revivals have so shaken communi-
ties‘tlmt ordinary business almost ceased for 8
time. God's Spirit sometimes produces the
most wonderful effects upon the minds of men
who even shun revival meetings. Overwhelm-
ing agitation of soul, and zeal, tenderness and
solemnity attend revivals,
tinue always at the same high key, Lat they

They can not con-

vevertheless should be sought for most earnest-
ly by allwho love God. The victory often
turns toward the church ina community where
the struggle has been long and hard and a re-
vival turns the tide of affairs agaiost sin. The
directest way to find God in revival power is to
go in penitence, in hemiliation, in faith and ask
for a new heart, a clean heart,
“ A heart in every thought renewed

And full of love divine.”

| ehureh.

scandal in Zion. Such a church is eriticized,
laughed at, sneered at by those who do not
fear God. Its example is pernicious, deadly ;
and mortifying to the last degree, to the devout
and earncst minister. Coming to God is no
child’s play, no holiday work. We deprecate
all attempts to get up an excitement in a
We need phrenzy, but
godliness ; not zeal, so much as Lumility and
power.

do mnot

Silence becomes us often while we bow be-
fore God; deep stillness, awe, reverence and
tears. Down very low before God let the poor

sins, sighing, weeping, penitent and prayerful,
We do not need noise at sucha time, nearly as
much as ~obs, and heart-yearniag petitions for
merey.  We must not dissemble before God in
the slightest degree, but turn our very soul to
bim in solemn trust. After the Church is
thus to God, sinners wil become scrious alarm-
ed and penitent. A wost successtul preacher
once saidtous: ‘‘Preaching holiness is the
only way I ever could succeed in bringing the
church to the point of having faith in God suf-
ficent tor a revival.” Go steadily on coming
near to God, and the work of revival will soon
begin. One of the points to be specially guard-
ed in the work is the peril of demoralization
for lack of discipline. Revivals will not injure
us, we need not fear that, but we may so break
up our regular means ot grace that when we
stop our meeting we will have a mob instead of
a church. We suggest a plan for keeping our
forces intact in time of revival. Let the min-
ister begin his work for a revival at once, be-
gin in his own closet, and when he bas conquer-
ed there he is ready ror”an assault upon the
Let him the next
short
straight to the mark, and hold a short prayer

enemy's outerworks.
day evening preach a very Sermon
meeting  after sermon; urging the church to
If there be
no special move, let bim urge attendance at the

come up to the help of the Lord

class and prayer meetings of the weck, and
spend all the time he can in visiting from house
to house and urging the people to scek Christ.
If bis meetings grow more spiritual,earnest and
tender, it is a good sign. Keep up all the re-
The next Sunday let
him go into his pulpit, with a consuming de-
sire to save his people and preach under the
white-heat ot a full baptism ot divine love.
Make an effort to save the people, and give
them a chance to be saved. Make the Sabbath-
school as serious and as spiritual and practical

gular means of grace.

as possible. Hold a special pray er-meeting
tor youth and children. At njght try again.
If God bless the people, and sinners begin to
turn to him, appoint an extra weeting, one day
at a time; and try on Monday evening again, if
the occasion become serions enough bave a
short meeting in the day time. Hold meetings
every night, but when your prayer-meeting
night comes do not dispense with it, but honor
it and hold it. ret no class meeting be sus-
pended ; do not stop your Sabbath-school, work
all your usual machinery and add more as oc-
casion requires. As you gather souls into the
fold, place them where they will bave work to
do and keep all your material well in hand.
Let no excitement lead you to neglect the work
of systematic organization and drill. If God
80 bless you that you can bold meeting six
nights in the week do so, but do not fear that
your revival will die if you rest cn Saturday
night. And now may God bless you with a
gracious outpouring of his spirit! Our harvest
is now. Gather it for Jesus’ sake.—Central
Advorate.

THE WATCH-WORD.

In one of the great rock galleries of Gibral-
tar, two British soldiers had mounted guard,
one at each end of the vast tunnel. One was a
believing man, whose soul bad found rest upon
the Rock of Ages; the other bad long felt the
need of a Saviour,bad experienced anxious
thoughlts, but had not yielded with tull surrend-
cr.

On one occasicnin the the silence of mid-

night, these soldiers were going their rounds,
the one meditating on that atoning blood which
had brought peace to his soul, the other dark-
ly brooding over his own disquietudes and fears
and doubts. Suddenly an officer passes, chal-
lenges the former. and domands the watch-word.
«“The precious blood of Christ!” called out
the sm‘rtlcd veteran, forgetting for the instant
the pass-word of the night, and uttering uncon-
sciously the thought which was at that moment

filling his soul. Next moment he corrected
himself as to the pass-word and gave the re

quired one, and the officer doubtless surprised

passed on. But the words he spoke bad rung
through the gallery and entered the ears 0£ his
fellow-soldier at the other end; like a message
from heaven, It seemed as if an angel had
spoken, or rather as if God himselt-had pro-
claimed the good news in that still hour. *“The
precious blood of Christ !” Yes, that was peace!
His troubled soul was now at rest”  That mid-
night voice bad spoken the good news to him,
and the Holy Spirit made that strange but bles-
sed watch-word the means of his salvation.

our sinful souls.

And this corresponds with God’s doines in the

1, no sham excite-'

backslidden Church 0, broken-hearted for its |

Sun- |

There is but one way, but one Saviour who
can farnish us with !the living bread and the

living waters, but one Redeemer who can save

can Messenger.,

THE INVITATION SOCIETY.

Some years ago a gentleman residing in one
of our cities was deeply impressed and grieved
by seeing multitudes who neglected public
worship ; and he determined to make the effort
to induce some of the Sabbath-breakers to fre-
quent the House of God. It required some
little effort at first, but he overcame his timidity.

| The Lord's day evening he went forth with his
holy purpose, and meeting & young man who
did not appear to be op his way to a place of
(worship, he respectfully addressed him, got
into conversation with him, and be persua-
ded the stranger to accompany him to worship
'and, as an inducement, offered him a seat in his
own pew. Succeeding in this, he was embold-
ened and encouraged to proceed in the line of
| Christian activity and usefulness. And now,
| mark with what a blessed result. He was the
means of leading one hundred young men

[ to become stated attendants at the sanctuary,

{many ot whom have been truly converted to
God.

| A minister of the Gospel mentioned this at
| one of his prayer-meetings, when the idea was
| canght up by some persons present, who at
jonce said, *‘How admirable a plan this is
| for doing.” A little association was immediate-
{ly formed, called *“The Invitation society.” In
sixteen months two hundred persons were per-
suaded by eight or ten of its agents no longer to
forsake the assembling of themselves together
in the house of prayer. One of these agents,
an earnest Christian in humble life, devoted
| himself to this work, and was the means of
bringing forty to hear the Word of Life.—Rev.
J. A. Adams.

AT JESUS' FEET.

At the pool of Bethesda a multitude were
waiting, and only one could be healed. There
| was no eye of sympathy to lock upon the af-
{tlicted, no voice to speak to them; each man,
{ forgetful of perhaps the greater woes of others,

ialmur‘n«d ouly in his own,rushed forward,if pos-
sible, to be the first into the troubled waters ;
and so reap the solitary blessing which the pool
contained. Ilere, on this mountain side, sits
There is no troubling here ; there need
not be. What ever troubling there is, is always
on man’s side. With him all 1s calm. We see in
our mind's eye the multitude toiling up the
mountain side ; the eagerness, the anxiety, the
casting down at Jesus’ feet, and beautifully sim-
ple is all that we have told us of what he did;
** be healed them all.”

Jesus.

And there lay before Jesus, if we might be
bold enough to say so, no alternative but, to
heal them all. The only alternative was to get
up and go away ; or tell the people who brought
their loved sick ones to take them back again
unhealed ; but what an alternative would that
have been to him. He could never have done
this. So, thea, when we cast down onr sor-
rows, or ourselves, or our friends’ sorrows, or
themselves, right at the feet of Christ, let us
think. ** He cannot go away from them.” This
is no presumption, no lowering of Jesus, no de-
traction from his power; but it is a holy faith
and courage to have such a thoughbt, and it is
greatly honoring to him. What would bave
become of us, if it had beea once recorded that
Jesus was too busy to attend to such and such
a person, or that he refused any one or sent
him away unhealed? No doubt Satan would
say, ** Ah, that case is just likg yours:” or eur
own mistrusting hearts wonld be sure to fix
upon it, and to feel, ** So and so was sent away ;
ah! my experience muy be thé same.” But
Jesus, owing to the blessed pitifulness of his
nature, cannot go on—no, not a single step, if
a helpless, suffering being, willing to be heal-
ed, is cast in faith athwart his path. He is
rooted and bound by misery. Such is his bless-
ed buman naturey that if be were obliged to
spurn the miserable from his feet, or to go away
from them, be would be miserable himself.

I think of the helpless misery of that crowd
cast down at Jesus’' feet. Lying there, they

| suggest the thought that conscious helplessness

has in itsell power with Jesus. Coming so
closely in the sacred narrative upon the impas-
sioned entreaty of the Syro-Phenician {woma n
at the feet of Jesus (which has a lesson of its
own,) it seems to have a special teaching. For
many might say, ‘“ We cannot plead as she
did.” Diflident of their own earnestness and
energy, and seeing bow much was won by the
Syro-Phenician women by the exercise of these
qualities, they might say, ** If Christ has to be
so hardly entreated, then what can we hope to
get—we who are teeble, who seem as though
we are not wise enough to use arguments which
can reach his head, or strong enough to ntter
cries which can pierce his heart?” We need
only read on a little furthet; and behold the
multitudes lying at his feet.

These sick people thus lying at Jesus feet,
have a voice to [us—their helplessness speaks
to ours ; it says, ** Perbaps you cannot address
arguments like the Sy ro-Pheuician  woman to
the head of Christ, or it may be, are’dull in
pleading with the affections of his heart; then
do not consider that all is over—that there is

what vou cannot do ; think rather of what you
can.
see you ; you are very close te him whea you

are a* bis feet. In common, every day life men

ual life too.

we miss what is within our reach.

spiritual life
tha

to this or that cnergy of
and shut out the comfort of knowing
¢ something”—that we are at
Satan would hide from us

we have

thal

Saviour's feet.

nothing tor you; do not depress yourself with

You can lie before Jesus, where he can

are frequently losing gain which they might
bave bad, while aiming at something higher
| which they cannot have; so is it in the spirit-
While aiming at what is much
higher than we at present have capacity for, | But the seed sown did not lie buried long.
We must
not fret ourselves that we bave not attained

the

natural world. The sun pursues but one course
through all the ages. The earth and the plan-
ets have but one unchanging course through all
time. Sotheré is bat one way by which our
sinful souls can be reconciled to God : but one
by which we can reach heaven. *‘Without the
tixedding of blood there is no remission.” Christ

is the way. To Him you must come, with re- is enough.

we are there ; for he knows that none tarry long
there in humble waiting, without being lifted
up and given strength. If the reader feels very
helpless, let him not flee from this thought, but
use it; and the way he is to use it is this. He e d
is o stay still where he is—not to want to move | infinite moment that & soul should be arrested

at all—not to be restless; Jesus sees him, that

sure. He turns no one empty away.—Ameri- ' thing is here; the few and unadorned ‘words in ample and coasecration of substance—should be

! which this great transaction is recorded lead us
;to thoughts of simplicity. There is simple
"trust on the part of the afflicted people, aad
those who brought them ; and simple pity on
the part of Jesus.
As little children we must receive the king-
'dom ot heaven, and simple food suits the infan-
cy of the soul—ay, and its ripe old age. For
when many things bave been learned about
[ types and prophecies, and many speculations
have been made, and systems of theology con-
| structed, what does the soul fall back upon
| when in view of eternity, but just the simple

truth of ** Jesus dead, and alive again for us *" |
| That was what made a prelate eminent in learn- |

|ing and controversy say, in extreme old age,
{and in his dying hours, *“ Don't talk to me of
| the cross, but of the One that hung 'upon the
‘ cross.”

simplioity ot trust; and it will be very helpful |

Jesus. We need not connect it with any the-
ological thoughts ; it is a pure uncompounded
feeling ; and where shall we see it exercised as
on those who are cast at his feet?

We are now in the right place before Christ
—in the right position—that of expectancy,
with the right feelings—those of self-helpless-
ness, and yet hope. Who knows how soon
you will sy, ¢ We cast them down at Jesas’
feet, and be healed them "—Eng. Paper.

RESULT OF A POOR SERMON.

A little more than thirty years ago, then a
young mipister, I went one evening into the
lecture-room of the Presbyterian Church in
Newburgh, New York, expecting to hear my
venerable friend, Dr. John Jobnston. I was,
at the time, settled on the other side of the
Hudson River. The services had commenced
when I entered, and they were singing the first
Father Johnston saw me, and coming
down, urged me to preach for him. This I re-
fused decidedly, as I had no preparation. At
length he persuaded me to go into the desk to

hymn.

prayer after the singing, and, in the midst of it
asked the divine blessing upon the young bro-

about to preach the Word!

me in an undertone of voice, ** Now if there is
any preaching to be done you are to do it.”

confusion. At last the hymn was sung, the
moment to begin the discourse had cowe,and I

Sometbing t be dove, and that instantly.
1 seized upon the words, ** Who is on the

saying where they were to be found for I did not
k~ow, I proceeded to urge the importance of
the decision and to persuade my hearers to take
an immediate stand upon the Lord’s side.
must bave been a very rambling exbortation,
for I had no plan in mind and no time to in-
vent one, But what it lacked in design was
made up in earnestness of puipose,and perhaps
I had some feeling of dependence on belp from
on high, in my deep consciousness of inability
to do anything myself, that night.

As it was only a week-day evening lecture,
and nothing more than a familiar talk was ex-
pected, I never heard or thought anything more
of it. Years passed away. Ten, twenty,
thirty years have gone by. Father Johnston is
long since in heaven. My son, then unborn, is
now pastor in the same church building and
the same lecture-room where I made the dis-
course on such sudden invitation.
the most of them who were then present are
now among the dead. But the point is to be
presented uow.

Last week I met a number of Christian lay-
men and clergymen in one of our churches in
this city of New York, to consult in regard to
religious work. Ope of the gentlemen, who
bas long been an efficient and valued member
ot one of the most prominent churches o1 the
city, came up to me and, putting his arms
about me said:

1 never see you without wanting to em-
brace you. It was your discourse in that lec-
ture-room at Newburgh, that led me, then a|
thoughtless young man, to determine to be on
the Lord’s side, and 1 have never wavered in
my choica.”

We then spoke of the circumstances, and he
said he remembered well my saying at the be-
ginniog that I had no thought of speaking whea
I came in, and of the earnestness with which 1
besought sinners to come out from the
world and take their stand with the people of
God.

Was not this finding bread after many days?
And was not this an exceeding great reward?
I never knew or supposed that the words so in-
coberently and unexpectedly uttered that even-
ing had been attended with any good whatever.
It
bore fruit immediately, and in the useful life
of a good man, has been multiplied a huadred
,| fold, through succesive years, perhaps in suc-
t | cessive harvests of immortal soals. * The joy of
one who hears that by his words, through the
t| grace of God, a sinner is turned from the er-
ror of his ways and brought to Christ,is beyond
all expression and price ; and yet, that joy is the
very least item in the account. It was a mat-
ter of no moment that I should hear of this fact,
or be made bappy by hearing ot it. But it is of

in & course of worldliness and suddenly, by a
message from God, be turned heavenward ; that

had made no progress jn finding the text. | come up aud see my new horse.

given to the Church of God, and that all this
wealth of good should be related in Providence
and grace to thefittle week-evening lecture—
and a very weak lecture,too,in Newburgh, when

I was a young'man.
It was no*\porunt that I should know aoy-

“thing of it. "Bat it is important for us to know
~—for ministers and others, especially teachers
and writers, and all who strive to reach and af-

! fect the minds of others—~that nothing done for
God is lost. You may preach a very poor ser-
mon—poor in your own estimation and, per-
haps, poorer in the estimation of your hearers
—yet there may have been in it some precious,
good seed that divine grace may maka the germ

{of a harvest of glory for the King of Saints.
You may bave said a word in great weakness in

this but the proclamation, in a slightly diffgsént
form, of the ** our mas™ notion of ministerial
independence ?

When Squire Giles, the distiller, got up in
the middle of serviee, and slamming bis. pew
door behind him, marched all the way down the
aisle, because the miuister denounced the i [nor
traffic, every squeak of his heavy boots was an
indignant protest against the insubordination ot
** our man,” who dared preach against the sins
of his own parishioners.

* For my part,” says Mrs. Hardeap, * 1
don’t see what the minister's wife wants of two
servants. I getalong very well without any
and Tthink it downright extravagance to dress
0.”. T am positively ashamed of our minis-
ter's wife,” said Mrs. Wheaten, **she dressos
50 shabbily ; and if she can't get timo to make
more calls, why doesnt she keep more ser-

a social meeting or by the wayside to a friend,
and have forgotten it ; and yet it may have fal-

Let us say to ourselves and to others, what | len into ground prepared to receive it, and in | this, that ** our man's"
is needed for healing is not many thoughts, or |the day of the Lord some sinner saved by | tress, but is bound to deess aceording to the
bigh thoughts, about Jesus, or any intellectual | grace may be a star in the crown which you | behests of her husband's employers, and to hold
knowledge about him at all, but the p]ﬂinest"i“ love w0 lay at Jesus’ feet. Or, if'you | her houschold subject to their s'uperv;-iou.

never speak for Christ, nor write for him, you

if we see that the like simplicity is in bim. Sim- | may live for bim, walking humbly and meekly | times to blame in this matter.
Iy s 3
ply pity ! that is what we are to look for from | before the world; so that your example shall | since T heard a sermon against the Papacy, in

be a perpetual sermon, an illustration of the
divine life, and others, taking knowledge ot
you, shall follow in the way to heaven. In the
morning and evening sow seed. We know not
whether this or that shall prospet, perhaps both.*
ance for us to know, what comes of it. God
uses the simplest, humblest, mcanest means to
make his name great, and nothing done in his
name will be in vain. Iam very sure that it
would be hard work for any man to preach a
smaller sermon than the ose Father Johnston
pressed out of me that night and during 'these
thirty years past, I bave never supposed it had
done any good. But here suddenly comes the

that it may comfort the brethren when they
make apparent failures, and may stimulate

—N. Y. Observer.

*“OUR MAN."

Last Saturday morning, as I came down in

mer between Wheathedge and New York, I

Elizabeth Stuart Phelps.  You may see him al-

natured voice.

‘Mr. Laicus,” said he, ‘1 want you to
I've got the
smartest trotter in Oraunge county.”

1 congratulated him on his possession, pass-

Wheaten, Esq., the shrewd. sagacious and sue-
cessful stock broker! He is a member of the
Street Presbyterian church, but has I re-

It | gret to say, a better reputation for piety in the |

churcle thary he has in the Wall Street circles.
Ah! Mr. Laicus,” said Mr. Wheaten, ** | am
glad to see you. Hope you are going to spend
Sunday in the city. I want you to come up and
bear our new man. We have got the smart-
est preacher on Manhattan Island.”

The similitude of the phraseology in the two-
invitations struck me, and after a few words
about his church and its prospects, I walked
on to sit down and ponder a little over these
lessons conveyed. Mr. Wheaten was quite un-
conscious of it, but he had employed about his
new minister almost precisely the same lan-
gnage as that which Mr. Gokee had empldyed
about his horse. And that was notall. It was
sented his thought. He wanted me to come
up and see his minister put through his best
paces. To Mr. Wheaten's thought the minis-
ter was ‘* our man,” and his smart preaching
was to our honor and glory, if not to our emo-
lument, »

Qur man! It strikes me that there is 2 worl]
of bad significence in that phrase. It really
means, though perhaps no one would more in-
digoantly disown the meaning thaa William
Wheaten, it really means, * We own the min-
ter. He is ours. We bire him, we pay bim,
we expect him to do our work, to serve as our
substitute, to represent our ideas, aad to be si-
lent about our follies, to applaud our virtues,
to calm our comscience and quiet our fears;
to be in a word, our very bumble. not toisay
obsequious servant.” 1 wonder whether to the
Philippians, Panl was ** our man?” I think I
hear his indignant protest against' the assump-
tion which those words coanvey. 1 do not think
William Wheaten represents the whole modern
Church, by any means; but there are 3 good
many William Wheatens in it.

*“ For my part,” says Mrs. S after a
stirring sermon on the necessity ot perdonal
work for Christ, “ for my part I don't believe
in lay people undertaking to carry on missions,
and engaging in personal coaversation with the
impenitent, and all that sort or thing. At all
events, I have not the taste forit. I leave that
tor our minister. That is just what we hire
him to do in my opinion.” What is that but an
eaunciation of the *‘ our man” doctrine ?

**1 never heard such preaching as that be-
fore,” said Deacon M., after an original ser-
mon by his young and enthusiastic pastor,
*“and I pever want to hear any more like it,
either. It is not what I'bave been accustpmed
to;” and Deacon M. shakes his head oracularly
as though it was quite conclusive against any
doctrine that ke had not been accustomed to it,
and seemingly quite forgetful that Christ en-
joined bis ministry to bring things new, as well

luold,outoftbeir treasure house. What is

vants?  Mrs. Hardeap and Mrs. Wheaten,
agreed in nothing else, are clearly agreed on

wife is not ber own mis-

I think the ministers themselves are some
Tt is mot long

which the minister propounded the doetrine
that the clergy were not the rulers, but the ser-
vants of the Church, a position he maintained
with so much energy, and with sd much amp-
litude of detail, that it seemed to me he retain-

But it is not for us to know, it is of no import- | ed very little of ministerial iadependence.

No! AsIread my Bible, the minister is
not the servant of the Church, but the servaot
of Christ ; he is not ** our man,” but the man of
God.” /And, gentlemen of the clergy, one
wordto'you. There is nothing, after all, the
American public like so well as geouine indepen-
dence. Letno man own you, Have your own
opinion, and having, dare maintain. Let Mrs.
Potipbar, and Squire Giles, and Deacon M.

fact; and I have related it with the double bope | grumble. For one dead and withered pew-

holder your manly couarge shakes off, there
will be a dozen to take his place. Be * our

others to be faithful iu trying to do well, foras- | man” to no church. Own yourselves.—Laicus
much as their Jabor is not in vain in the Lord. | in Christian Union.

METHODISM IN ALSACE.

O THE EDITOR OF THE METHODIST RECORDER.
3 . . “ .
Sir,—~At this time when the Provinces of

take some part in the exercises. He made the the steamboat which plies throughout the sum- | Alsace and Lorraine, owing to the war, have
suddenly become topics 6f almost housebold in-
met Mr. Gokee on the lower deck. Mr. Gokee's | terest, and the question whether they should
ther who was providentially present and was | bobby—who ot us does not have one of some | remain French or become incorporated with a
I thought this ex- | sort—is & real horse, and I dm confident that a | united Germany is so universally discussed, it
ceedingly cool, as I had positively declined ; fast trotter is quite as essential to his concep- | may not be uninteresting to your readers to
but wken he concluded his prayer, he said to | tion of heaven, as a piano can be to that of | know something about Metbodism  in:.those

parts, The fact of the: German language be-

most any pleasant snmmer gfternoon ia one of | ing spoken, apart from any political considera-
1 was frightened. But he was an old man ; I| those sociable looking trotting sulkies, leaging | tion, was sufficient reason for the German Me-
was a boy ; there was no time for remonstrance perceptibly forward, as if to expedite his owa | thodist Episcopal Church in occupying where
or parley ; be gave outa hymn, and I took the speed, and whirling round arace course which |they had the means, any field of labor which
Bible to find a text; but the more I searched | heand a few others of his like have constructed | presented itself; and, therefore, when some few
the more I was unable to find a passage that 1|at Wheathedge, in a teariog race with his own | years ago the preach
could venture to expound or apply under such|shadow. Let me do him the justice of saying | Bavaria received an invitation to cross:thie bor-
sadden cricumstances. If I thought of a fam- | that hejnever races with anything else. My!first | der into Alsace and preach the ‘Word there, he
iliar text, I could not remember where it was ;| notice of his presence was a hearty slap on the
and if I lighted on a verse full of suggestive|shoulder. I recognized Mr. Gokee's favorite | tunity offered. His labours in these parts met
meaning, I could make pothing of it, in my | ealutation even before I heard his gruffly good | with encouraging 'success. Other Methodist

lak

ing in Rhbenisl

was not long before he made use of - the oppor-

preachers also visited the district, and two col-
porteurs were further employed in distributing
Bibles and, tracts. Suddenly, however, the
good work was checked by the severity of the
French Law, by which not more' than twenty

Lord's side ° and with a brief introduction, |€d 8 few words I“'i‘h him about hfs borse, and persons were permitted to sssemble together
giving from recollection the circumstances un- passed on. AsT went up the stairs to ‘M UP- | at once. Persecution soon followed, and the
der which the words were uttered, and without | Per saloon, who should I see but Willliam | hreacher, after bolding a meeting cte eyening,

was arrested next morning by gendarmes and
conducted with hands chained, like 8 common
criminal, to Weissenburg, where be lay in pri-
on for six weeks. In 1868, however, another
effort was made, and the preacher in one of the
Baden circuits visited the district, regularly
preaching at great risk, owing to themeetings
exceeding the Jegal number. In Strasburg,
whera it was necessary to have special leave to
bold public meetings, an appeal to the pre-
tect for such permission was refused. A peti-
tion then, signed by several citigens, and sup-
ported by the American’ Ambassador.in Paris,
was, after much trouble, brought before the
Ministry ; but up to the time of the outbreak of
the war bad been left unnoticed. No wonder,
then if the oppressed Methodists and Protes-
tants generally of Alsace should view in the
victories of Prussia the advent to them of that

Probably | quite clear that his language very fairly repre- | jong.sought blessing of religious liberty which

under Prussia they would fully enjoy, Since
the commencement of bostilitics the country has
been visited by more than one of the Methodist
preachers in order to distribute Bibles and
tracts to the soldiers. I subjoin a transiation
of the greater part of a letter which sppeared
in a late number of the German Methodist
Bvangelist. It is from the ydung preacher in
whose district Alssce was included before the
war. His account of - his visit to the old scenes
of his labours under pew circumstances will be
read with interest, as maoy of the places bave
become familiar by the early incidents of the
campaigo.

Yours, &e.,

Epwarp Pore.

Bow, Nov. &.

Having received a stock of books acd tracts
from Bremen, as well as from the British and
Foreign Bible Society in Frankford, for 4li:~.l. i-
bution amongst the sick and wounded :-,ldm'ra,
[ directed my steps to dear old Alsace, which
had been closed to me since July 15. I left
Labr on September 6, with the intention of
crossing the Rhine at New Freistett 50 29
to reach Bischwiller. As far as the railway
went it was all well, but patience had to be ex-
ercised. Being disappointed of the opportuni-
ty by which I bad expected to transport wmy
book# to the Rbine, it was dbt before the next
day that I was able by means of various wag-
goners to reach the river with my pwhgg. l
was soon crossed, however, and an opportuni-
ty of being conveyed by waggon 1o Bucl{WlUcr
ted itself. Already in the first French
village (Catholic), 1 realised the fact that 1
was no.longer in Germasy. Th.peoplc. o}r
serving that I bad papers, &e., with me, whis-
pered one to the other. ** He has got d::!-
patches.” It was soon noised d:ro&d.. “ The
gentleman bas despatches, and bas u.!d\stnbut'e
them amongst the Prussians.” 1 satisfied their
curiosity by offering them some of these ** des-
patches,” which ware seized with great eager-




