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SEUMAS MACMANUS NEW
HISTORY OF IRELAND

Elsewhere in our columns we are
publishing an appeal of
MacManus for the support of our
readers in regard to his new ‘* His-
tory of Ireland Those who have
had the pleasure of hearing Mr.
MacManus discuss Irish affairs or
who follow his weekly Irish letters,

Seumas

will readily understand that he has

the talent, the and the
perspective, needed compile a

character
to
courageous, serious, thorough,
analytical and gympathetic history
of the Emerald ] In this under-
taking the author has received en-

eouragement and approbation from
numerous prominent personage
Among others Cardinal O'C

bout it

nnell
writes
Ireland,
truth about

“ The ue histogy of
that is to say,
Ireland, is today,
very

the whole
more than ever, a
know,
ques-

necessary thing to

Indeed, it is the
tion
Vicl

I1sh

very great

which stands before the Eng
peaking world today.

‘ That the to which
Seumas MacManus has set his hand.
The blessed
results from such a work, thorough-
ly well
culable

‘“ He

ing in his efforts to present such

is

WOTK

positive good and

done, I believe will be incal-

has my most cordial bless-
a work to an anxious and inquiring
world.”’

We heartily
Manus’ laud:
recommend it to our readers, whom

Mr.

enterprise

Mac-

and

endorse

e

we feel certain, will be prompted
to aid the good work and will write
the author at once.

THE BENEFITS
CONFESSION
Dean of . Paul’s,
Dr. Inge, has
expression to a

special

01

The St London,
England,

given

recently
wish which
seems of
Like
denomination,

the

worthy notice.
'\r his
disturbed

of modern
society and the lack of influence of
Protestantism in of
To overcome this defect, he
advocates that the clergy become
competent physicians of the soul
and experts, in what he calls, relig-
ious psychology. This what

many more leaders

he is by
serious features
the direction

souls.

he
says :

should like to
town a highly-trained
sultant, to whom it
recognized thing that
should

in
clerical con-
should be a
any sick soul
as a matter of
we consult a
After a few
years’ experience, such a spiritual
physician would have gained so
much knowledge, so much skill in

see

every

resort,
course, exactly

medical

as

specialist.

diagnosis, and so much judgment
in prescribing that his
value as a professional man could
not be doubted by anybody. It is,
of essential that there
should be no hocus pocus about his

remedies,

course,

methods ; no pretences of posses-
sing supernatural gifts of any kind
His. treatment must be rigidly
scientifie, though the science would
that man
grace

of a who be in
f God, in the value of

and in the sanctifying
power of the Holy Spirit.”

In the true Church of Christ no

leves
the

such void is gxperienced for there

are,'in very truth, “ in every town
highly-trained clerical consultants’
to whom *‘ the sick soul may have
namely priests of

the Church, who possess that power

recours the

of absolving from sins which was
conferred by Christ Himself on the

Apostles and their suceessors in the
priesthood. Doubly qualified in
virtueof the special grace of their
ordef and also by the lengthy
of study of Moral Theology,
ordindtion, the
| priesthood of the Catholic Chureh,
by Divine commission, fills the want

course

preparatory to

which the Dean experiences in his
own communjon,

The wisdom of God in bestowing
such power on His priests is mani-
fest in the results produced by its

| exercise and in the way in which it
responds to the ecravings of the
human heart. The effects of con-
fession have been acknowledged by
many of our separated brethren,
Not, of course, that they have had
any experience of such confession as
is practised in the Catholic Church,
but on had
aware

such
that
such are produced ; whilst
the gap Protestant life
caused by the absence of confession
is brought painfully home to

The is in
the provision made for the unbui
dening of the
to mz the
heart’s own secrets and will not be
to
under circumstances guaranteeing

who have

they

those

experience
effects

great

are
n

them

divine wisdom shown

heart—esp

regard tters which are

communicated anyone except

peace of mind and perfect security. |

fact that
reconcili-

It is shown also in the
God the

ation of the sinner with an external

has associated
rite of religion, and one, too, that
of

however

bears a special divine

authority.

stamp
Repentance,
sincere, if locked up in the heart,
the and tran
quility experienced by the penitent

can not breed peace
when he hears words of absolution
which fall upon hi
they had de
itself. The divine wisdom is

fest

ears as though
Heaven

cended from
mani-
also in the restraint upon

the sinner by the obligation of
fes

con

con
fessor under the g: f sin
from the nfessional

thing

steps fort
with delicious sense of brea
th of { P
sense of renewed hope and strength
are the feeling of

1

their burden at the

air reedom. ice and a

invariable those
who have laid
i of God’s

feet representative
come

and
|

have away with a moral

assurance of reconciliation with

their Maker.
The feeling of a
contession

Catholic after
not
escaped the notice of our Protestant
An Prote
Leibnitz, famous as a philosopher,
a jurist,

altogether

has

friends. eminent stant,

and a theologian, dis-

in his

courses, “Systema Theologi-

in a strain
which might easily be mistaken for
a chapter

cum,” on confession

from ne Catholie

author.

he

great mercy on the part of God that
He to Hi the

power remitting retaining

“Assuredly,”

Church

1d

has given
which through
hose ministry can not
without grievous
denied that this is
ordinance in every respect worthy
of. the divine wisdom ; and if t!

be in the Christian religion anything

.\in:, she exc
her priests,
be despised

Nor can it be

W
sin.

an

admirable and deserving of praise,
this institution,
which won the admiration even of

assuredly it is
the people of China and Japan ; for
by the of
many, especially those who are not
vet hardened, are deterred from sin,

necessity confessing,

and to those who have actually
fallen it affords great consolation :
insomuch that I regard a pious,
grave and prudent confessor as a
great instrument of God for the
salvation of souls; for his counsel
assists us in governing our passions,
in dis~overing our vices, in avoiding
occasions of sin, in making restitu-
tion, in repairing injuries, in dissi-
pating doubts, in  overcoming
despondency, and in fine, in remov-
ing or mitigating all the ills of the
soul. And if in the ordinary con-
cerns of life there is scarce anything
more precious thana faithful friend,
what must it be to have a friend
who is bound, even by the inviolable
obligation of a divine sacrament, to
hold faith with us and assist us in
our need ? And although of old,
while the of piety was
greater than it is now, public con-
and penance
among Christians, nevertheless, in
of it
has pleased God to make known to
the faithful, through the Church,
the

fession

fervor

fession were in

use

consideration our weaknes

sufficiency of a private con-

made to a priest ; and on

this communication the seal of

silence is imposed, in order that the

confession thus made to God may |

be placed more completely beyond
the reach of human respect.”

cially in |

FAMINE STRICKEN RUSSIA

The discussion as to the causes of
for the time
ceased ; and now only the poignant
cery of Russia herself is heard., [t
is uttered in word

Russia’s plight have

one Russian
“pomosch,” .which means ' help.”

The highly-colored reports of the
famine raging in Russia,
have hitherto reached this country,

which

are the sober truth and present the
picture of a great population dying
horribly, too listless and apathetic
its
rebel against its death, too resigned
or enfeebled even to steal the food
which for a short time
{ might stave off death.
War, plague,
and famine have been preying upon

from long starvation even t«

at least

pestilence, disease

a people who, as the door is opened,
are found helplessly facing death
by hundreds of thousands, and even
millions. How widespread the suf
fering is it is not now possible even
to estimate, though a dispatch from
official health Moscow
puts the number of starving chil
dren alone at nine million
Discussing frightful
that in
Manchester Guardian says :

source in

the condi
Russia, the
“Our
European civilization
have known
death, and it possible
now that any relief which is offered
can more than touch the fringe of
It be the bare
fringe only, too, if the politicians,
Russian and

tions attain

age and our

never such wholesale

is scarcely

the suffering. will

non-Russian, bicker
much more while the starving on
the Volga die fast for want of food
or, with the horrible food t alone
>|A|\‘,f\. The
need, therefore, t

is possible, die more

render all sup-
ort we can i

the ager which

I
are actually at work supplying food
and saving life in Russia.”

The official famine paper,
osch, published in Moscow
conditi which a

heiks
tressful ; the

without equal in
rely "l“ 1
have only
grass fi
the fie
and

reaped ¢

1 there are burned
where

vest ;

ba only death ha

har or that chol

o prevalent and virulent in

than one hundred and

that

thou
ndred to seven hundr

hu
a day,
that

devoured all

and there from

are
with a mortality of
in

the

sts have

that

such instances are given, a1 \
of whole provinces whose popula
tions are fleeing by
3 of t
wrath had come.
It is ne
ason
of

Russia’s woe,

thousands and

ter housands, as if the da

't now the time
In

*“ pomosch,”’

re respo

why.
cry that ari
there can be
answering word'that can be
1, the word for

under-

stooc that virtue

when tongues and
wledge cease o1

Among the first to an

cry and raise his
the starving populati 1ssia,
was our Holy Father, Benedict XV.
Writing to Cardinal Gasparri, the
Papal Secretary of State, His Holi-
ness said in part-:
‘“We are confronted by one of the
most frightful catastrophes record-
ed in history. Incalculable num-
bers of human beings exhausted by
famine and weakened by typhus
and cholera are roaming desperately
through an arid land, then stream
ing into the most erowded centers
whence they are ousted ferociously
by force of arms!

“From the banks of the Volga
millions of men, faced grim
death inits worst form, ery piteous-
ly for help. These cries of anguish,
Your Eminence, have touched
Us deeply. Here is a people already
tried to the uttermost by the
scourge of war—a people marked
with thé sign «

by

f Christ—a people
who have always ardently desired
to belong to the great Christian
fold. Although separated from Us
by barriers several centuries have
built up, the greater their suffer
ings, the nearer are they to Our
heart.

“Your We. feel it
our duty, notwithstanding Our own
poverty, to do the utmost We can to
help these children of Ours who are
far away. But the greatness of the
needs is such that all Nations

Eminence,

should
unite to come to their help ; for no
effort, great, will cope
sufficiently with the immensity of
We invite Your Emi-
to use all possible means to
persuade the Governments of the

however

the disaster.
nence
| .
different Powers of the necessity of
| prompt and practical co-operation,
|

" In these years of woe, the Holy
See, faithful to the great and sweet
mission, entrusted to It by God, has
more than once been heard among
the
ishing

nations entreating and admon-
If then, We
come imploring Charity when the
of Ouy
prayers has

«-lli"»

onece more

last exhortations and

not yet
the

equal and perhaps even surpass the

echo

died out, it is

because new afflictions
former sufferings.

" Meanwhile all the children of
Christ’s Church who are
the earth, the
alike, when they give their offering
for their should, full of
faith, lift up unto God their prayers
that
and end such a terrible scourge,”’

I'he Holy

been formally

scattered

over rich and poor

brothey:

He may deign to succour us

Father’s appeal has
communicated to all
members of the Diplomatic Corps
to the Holy See and also
to all the Nuncios, Internuncios and
Apostolic Delegate
His Holiness the
tries, The
Holy Sex

the

various

accredited

representing

in various coun-
representatives of the
mmunicated
“1,..‘

localities to

have ¢« vith
started
to

help of the Russian people so as

evel comn

come the
to
apply the Papal initiative the

be

with
st possible results

CAN'T BE BOTHERED AND
TAVEN'T TIME
By Tue Opserver
Not only is there no royal road to
learning, but there is no easy road
to anything that
We n Canada a

is worth having.
great coun-
a few millions of
n ¢ t ()

y unknown, and

have i
try ; we
people

im

are only
country

iense, an

unexplored

ipared ther le

oples, Canadians have

thankful for ; and if
our

there i
nave ove

countries whne

on areas of ground

Whit

1l when

Lc

u

few fig

expense of the
[ suppe \
nditi

ns dre

es and towr in
xcess of the ordinar)

flow which the

townward
of

years

has been course

population changes for many

past. To some extent that was, no

doubt, unavoidable. The great

impetu
doubt

given to manufacturing no
occasioned an unusually
strong flow of population into the
towns And, as effect
follows in its turn
becomes the cause of further effects

-
and cities.

cause, and
much of the present unemployment
and distress may perhaps be thus
It is the HI(] "\'i].
with an unusual aggravation due to
temporary conditions ; the towns
and cities have dispropor-
tionately fast.

accounted for.

grown

Another thing which endangers
our peculiarly advantageous natural
situation, is, the growing tendency
to * take things easy,” as
mon phrase has it.

the com-
Pope Benedict
has numbered amongst the plagues
which afflict the world today, the
love of pleasure, and the dislike for
work. The pioneers who laid the
foundations of Canada, would surely
be astonished if they could see the
number of useful, and even profit-
able, exertions which their descend-
ants dismiss with a careless sfate-
ment that ““they can’t be bothered.”
Those old
selves lucky if

pioneers thought them-
to
matters which
might ensure them the security of a

;{mnl ]i\"rm.

they got a ¢l

N
be bothered over
But nowadays,
of work, though
probably profitable, and though not
very hard, seems to call for a little
than
thought or

some

particular sort

more and
attention, the
happy, free and independent Cana-
to tell
‘can’t be bothered.”

ordinary care

time or
dian is very likely

you he

I'he old

generation

Irish folk
had a
thtu for
alway
v ]l" :"",\vl'
they to say And
we have in Canada today altogether
too many

of the

humorous

last
but

keen uch persons as
were looking for the easy
way has a soul

slavery used

people who have ** a soul
IV"

the line of

above

slavery,”

bothered."”’ I'he¢

I'hey can’t
want
'“\'_' have an
that they

with a minimum of

resistance
inward
to get
exertion ;
to

has it easy

conviction ought

on well

and, as it is

that

in human
the
Wi

nature imagine other
fellow
hard,

found

and have it
such persons
to be full of reasons
something should be taken
someone else and given to them
Then there
" haven’t time "
of these ; and
happily for (

increasi

are usually
why
from
are the veople who
Therc
their

anada, is

ar many

number, un
tant|

which

con
2. One
to

danger

threatens diminish the
the

enormous

greatly

natural advantage
Canadian peeple
waste of t |

There 3 a

enjoyed
Lthe
young

by
Ime by « people
constantly growing
the

often,

demand for ‘* time off
" time

Hf“{
off ” is, only too
wasted
the

evel

utterly No one w

ho wi
delu

anything

a vietim of “no time

sion has done
the world that was
The way (o
profitably
through

neglect

in
worth doing.
to
hurry and scurry
and

get on is use time
; not t
part of

the

one’s work,
to |

ind

rest, order ave

more "' time off,"” ing

nothing
Rest

t, of course, is
Reasonable amusement

But we are in danger
chief

amusement t

I
It

enda
ence,

the mu

ving

é , the qualit
and discussions high, an
ater
he ring el
Winnij
understand, fix
the

much t

momse

optimistie.
lup a
next Conference.

hope that it

an annual affai

itiously removed

original site in a deserted sett]s

and transferred on ear and
i the prop
F 1 1n
l

a. Which recall
to reflecting Ar

1

able

glicans the innume

len”  churches which,
dotted all over England, stand re-
the “Great Pillage’ of

the sixteenth century.

minders of

TakeEN IN conjunction with the
of a noted traveller
in Spain as to the real character of
the peasantry in .that

quoted in these columns I

impressions

country,
1st week,
the experiences of a Canadian uni-
versity man, writing from
to the life of and
quoted in a metropolitan daily, are
instructive. “‘French life,”
he writes, “‘ie very simple and re-
fined.

Paris, as
home France,
home

I am afraid we in Canada
have depended” too much for our
information and opinions upon the
tourists who rush through France
and do not see the.real country or
people at all.””  That, unfortunate-
ly, is true not in regard to France
or Spain only, but to every Catholic
country.
to
idea

Indeed, it is not too much
that the entire traditional
that regard of the
people on this continent, is

say

in
of
based on just such shallow founda

great
mass
tion. And the responsibility
with should, if
would, When
they begin to unlearn ?

rest
they
shall

those who

know better.

A Baprist “Mission” in Toronto,

, erected through the inst rumentality

of apostate Russian Catholic
thirteen years ago, and aceclaimed
at the time as the instrument which

would go far to Protestantize the

an

| "“foreign”

of that city

and

population
has closed it
nriing
himself,
been highly

door put it
I'he
d to
educated, and

died
then the !

into torage, man

who i8 declare have

of un

usual ability, five years ago.
Since ‘migsion”’ has led a

precarious existence and

having

now ceased to exist may take it

place among those *‘ traordinary
popular delu which
the hi of Protestant
ism from the beginning, and which
live their little day
oblivion. A
tists,

man,

have
marked

sink into
for the Toronto Baj
the Py

: i

and

who espoused unhaj

they evidently, judging by

daily papers, have their hands full

just

now in saving their own skin,

Tue cumer Methodist
Vietor

mstitution

in Untario, a College,

]I!
numbering 60
volun . D fi1 |

had a windfall in the sha

complete ¢
itions of

and

ne ldeal

of the Methodi
afford ther
becoming
Wesley’

egarding the
the mul 18
ailments which afflict h

for Wesley

[V"\'t]hw' 1deas

treat
ment of physical
imanity—
n theolog

cal

cal

PP«
the great
and Chris-
impaign, and the Lz
Movement

few

slogan of the
tianity’’ ¢
men’s Missionary
United States a

has been an effective lever
funds for the “evangelis

of South America. But did
of the Twelve
th who for
their

years ago.
also in
raising
ation”
hear
of
I‘-\”n\\‘ml
carried

anyone ever
Apostles,
centuries

or 108

have in

footsteps, and

he Gospel

message into every quarter of the
globe, appealing for help on such a
;\'\- 7 1inded
Christians that

not of this world.

Rather have they re

their treasure was

But we live ina
new age.
PROTESTANTS MAKING AN
INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN
AROUND MUNICH

Munich
many

Berlin. — Reports from
state that at the present time
places in the vicinity of that city
are being visited by envoys of vari
ous non-Catholic sects: Baptists,
Methodists, Mennonites, and Adven
tists, to mentiod only a few of
them.

A favorite tricl
is to hold ““ mi
squares of the towns and villag
without mentioning the name of
their religion. Tracts and writings
are offered for sale, and when they
are questioned concerning them
they endeavor to convey the im
pression that they are Catholic and
intend to further Catholic interests.
Not until the very end of the ‘‘ Mis

of the Adventists

on the open

sions "’
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ple
learn
e promotex

ttract (

neetings at
nts which have
refuted are r
‘?Hn are
llowers
In Munich proper

population

e

attend

m

been
evived and almost any
considered good to win

‘!\y 14 111Ck
Ime
{
where the
overwhelmingly Cath
arians had the audacity
up large poster
the Catholies and insinuating
the Pope i really anti-Christ
Things reached the point where the
Archbishe p wa lled to issue

# against these re

olie, the sect
to put insulting

that

comaum
an official warni:
ligious agitator
The preachers ar
little edue
there is little pr
making man
archiepiscopal

igned t«

‘men w
and culture
bability of
iy'\\

warning

prevent their

very
and
their
The
was de
leading

\tion

urgent interest
hig, own 1
h da [t

hich I am espec

er a w h

torical
to find
brated per-
1als of history
staggering
while yet in boyhood and these are

rprising
_ celg
in

mages tne ani

sccomplished results

which such a

to the

the examples have

powerful, definite appeal
boy
Some the

nt in play

be

spare time ¢

1y

an

Spe especi n the twi-

light when he and the other boys get

together the lawn, or in the

vacant lot across the street, for a

whole

ome

he long winter
evenings opportunity
things. ~Instruec
tive play of the best
for him and the other meml
the family
older
are playful as wel
their fe

|
airect

for
things
of

if

family

Jers
Fortunate for him
the members
rious
‘i.‘".
give
enjovment in the
thetic
eration.
that kind

instead

and sensible

for
1ins
of

tact

ower
of
his

choice t I'he
ful
must never be

supervision over: all time

surrendered
When the games and readings are
they of

jocial de \"\u}i his sense

social responsibility and train him in




