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FIVE MINUTE SERMON | meaning smile, which reminded her! monger at Bethelhem is a6 fresh and

.

By Rev, M. BOSSARRT

FOUJURTH SUNDAY OF ADVERT
-
ON PREPARING THE WA

Y OF

THE LORD

Although St, Jobn the Baptist lived
nineteen bundred years ago, his words
and his exhortation to penance are as
applicable to us as they were to the
people of his own time. We, too,
have to prepare the way of the Lord,
and, irn our cass a'so, to fill up valleys
U.l‘d '”.' ¢ low mountaing 18 & lel&
requiring much labor, many efforts,
much patience and much persever
ance,

In comparing truve penance with
guch work as this, St. Jobhn indicates

the amount of toil, self-conquest and |

pereeverance neede 1, if our penance
is really to be pleasing in God's eight.
Our Divine =aviour
leseon when Ho said: " The Kingdom
of heaven suffl .reth viclence, and the
violent take it by storm.” We must
do vio'ence to ourselves in order to
reach heaven; we must shrink feom
no pains and no exertions; we must
fill up all the valleys and bring low
all the moantaine that separate us
from Christ
our salvation.

1. What are the
us from Christ

valleys separating
jutring for that
reason be filled wup The chiet
one, witia whic I the rest are con-
nected, is the valley of unbslief. It
must be fllled with filrm, unwavering
faith, in all that God has revealed,
and all that the Catbolic Church, the
pillar and strorghold cof truth, bide us
believe. This faith makes it possible
for our Saviour to come to us, and,
without aunch faith, we oan never
please Him. OChrist can not bring
galvation to one who has no faith, for
“he that believeth not shall be con-
demned.”

The second valley that we have to
fill up is want of charity. God islove,

and re
0

and love is the chief thing that He |

of those who believe ip Him,
They must Him and love also
their fellowmen, as our Saviour said
when asked which was the great com-
mandment: " Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with thy whole heart,’
ete. Our Lord explained clearly how
our love of God reveaale itself, for He
said: " He that hath My command-
mente and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth Me.”
order mot to offend against charity
toward our neighbor is taught us by
the Wise Man in the worde: " What
thou wouldst no t men should do
unto thee, this m thou not do to an
other.” If, then, we cherish this two-
fold love in our hearts, and practise
charity towards God and our neigh-
bor, our Saviour will come to us and
abide with us.

When once these two valleys have
been filled up, the valley of unbelief
with t faith, and that of uncharit
ableness with real love, it will be less
difficult to fill up those that still sep-
arate us from Christ. These ars the
valleys of impurity, injustice, slander
and calumny; and they are incom-
patible th and charity.
It may cost ma efforte and great
exertion to fill them up, but remem
ber, our misery
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d comes in humility
( humble alone
and ealvatior
3 to be disol . ls
yme like Him, and
aid: " If any
le,let him deny
Everyoune that exalt
all be humbled
b himselt shall be
exalted.” If, then, you desire our
Saviour to come to you, acknowledge
your own frailty and sinfulnees, and

His

and he

confese that in Christ alone salvation |

is to be found. You know well
enough that you can never secura the
galvation of your soul and eternal
happiness by means of the good things
of this world, its treasures and riches.
Consider well our Lord’s words:

“ What shall it profit a man if he gain |

the whole world, and suffer the loss
of his soul ?” eek ye first the
Kingdom of God sand Hie justice, and
all these things shall be added unto
you."” Let us rasolve to seek first the
Kingdom of Ged, and to prepare the
way of the Lord by having a firm and
lively faith in the truths that He has
taught us, by cultivating active char.
ity towards God and our fellowmen,
and by living a life of justice, humil
ity and self-denial, for such a life will
certainly be free from at least all
grievous sins, and, when it is over,
we shall behold the salvation of the
Lord. Amen.
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SWEET BABE OF BETHLEHEM

f O happy Mother! happy beyond all
thought: she has seen the face of
Jesus, and He smiled into her face.
Was it through tears? What signi
floance was there not in that
celestial human smile ? He smiled
a8 a son smiles to a doting mother.
He smiled as the victorious Saviour
Who had redeemed her by her
Immacu'ate Conception. He smiled
a8 the COreator Who complacently
regards the most lovely of His works,
He smiled nethe lastend and beatitude
of her whom He rejoiced to glorify
and to bave with Him for eternity.
He smiled ag God, smiling unutter-
able end unimeginable things. Of a
urety there was some specinl expres
ion in that first look, in that many-

taught the same |

because in Him alone is |

What we must avoid in |

for |

and |

of the Immaculate Conception as
distinotly as if He had spoken. Nor
was the joy of that smile less to her
[ than ite significance. Bat she alone
| ean tell it. It makes wue tremble
with expectation to think that that
smile will one day be a joy to
| ue, and o joy which will not pass
away. But, like all the aspects of
| God, that emile brought with it a
world of grace, 1t was substantial,
iuu God's vieitations ever are, sub
| stantially effecting that which
therefore, must it

expregsed, ilow,

| have ! fted her in savctity, and been |
| : |
| to her almost like & new creation !

| A look of Hi
| muet & emile
| Hie ginless
| Babe of

[ too kneel

converted Peter; what
do, a emile into
Mother's face? O eweet
Bethlehem ! when shall we
before Thy face? When
| ehall we ¢ee Thee smile, smile on us
| our welcome into heaven, smile on
| ug with that smile which will sit
upon Thy lips ns our own glory and
for evermore ?—Father

| possession
| Faber.
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CHRISTMAS IN IRELAND

.

All nations celebrate the festive
geason of Christmas, but none con-
versant with the methods of celebra
| tion, in European countries will
gainsay the fact that in Ireland, a

land of sainted memories and living, |

tbrobbing faith, the feast hds a
| religious significance unequaled in
| any other land.

[ And this ie but natural, for in the |

| darkest hour of their checkered, but
| glorious bistory, the Irigh people, in
| stinctively religious, bave ever been

| exceptionally loyal to the tenets and

| doctrines of that Church, compared |

i with which the oldest dynasties are
| but of yesterday.

[* On Christmae eve all honges are

| furnished with large candles, lighted |

| and placed in every window, signify
| ing the light which the Magi used in
| their march to Bes! lehem ; and,
in the south of Ireland
only light that the folk will allow
during the twelve days of Christmas,
These wax candles are
| cumterence, and are burned
from December 25 to January 6,
feast of the Epiphany, as those
| twolve days ere generally given over
| to the celebr.tion of Christmae,
| especially in the rural districts. All
‘ work eave that which is imperative
| is abandoned during this time.
|

nightly

Holly
available piece of furniture within
| the home, for the good, old pious

mothers of & few generations ago, |

| told the ochildren

in the statement, that at midnight
on the feast of Christmas, angels
came and dwelt in every branch and
opening of the holly.

For weeks previous to the festi
val, the houses, especially in the
country, are all renovated and white-
and the barns and stables

the objects of a rigid overhaul-
ing. The cattle receive epecial at
tention, better fed and
better housed during this time than
ai any other period throughout the
year. Farmers sl heir generosity
to their neighbors by donating butite
eggs, cream, milk, potatoes, and
ry other farm product; and, in
performing th philanthropic act
feel, owing to the happiness of the
recipients at it is more blessed to
give to receiv

What an editying sight to witness
on Chri he the
rerairing to the lonely chapel, a
eall 1t,
ing,

with full belief

washed,
are

and

are
W b

han

mas old and young
they
in the gray dawn of the morn
some coming a distance of four
miles on foot to approach the altar
rail, ag, without complying with this
us and time honored custom,
they would deem themselves Catho
lice but in name. What piety
reversnce did not these fervent
worshipers evince as the venerable
pagtor invoked in ferveni prayer,
heaven's choicesy favors upon every
member of his congregation.

On Christmas night the family and
friends gather round the firesids,
and the fife and fid<le attuned to the
finest pitek, are brought into requisi-
tion, at the sound of which the young
and the old dance with vim and
energy, jige, reels and hornpipes
until the clock tolls
hour, after which the friends and

| neighbors generally retire.

But before the festivities end, the
memory of some members of the
family now a resident of America, or
| & far off Australia, is tomsted in
| poetry and prose of a laudatory
| nature. His or her generosity to the
| old folk, and the filial love
| plified in substantial presence which
| the exiled children of Ireland have

manifested since emigration became
| & chronic natural necessity, ie also
also portrayed in song and story.

The feast of the Epiphany, or
“Little Christmas,” is a holy day of
obligation in Ireland, and is ob-
served with almost as much solem-
nity as is the greater feast.

On St. Stephen's day, the 26th of
December, the boys and young men
hunt and kill the "little wren,”
and carry it with measured steps
ane soldierly mien from house to
house, from village to village. Gen-
erally the marchers are rewarded
with a slight contribution, which
is spent for social purposes on that
evening. Several legends are extant,
stating why the wren, above all
other birde, incurred ina particular
manner the displeasure of the Irish
people, but space will not permit me
to comment upon, the authenticity
or lack of it in this brief sketch.

Years have passed away ; centuries
have come and ocenturies have gorne
gince the glad tidings of the first
Christmas morn was heralded to the
world, yet today in Ireland, the same
religious spirit which enveloped the

pi

and

il.|

| danger.

this is the |
| ances are againgt bher.

about three |
feet in length and three inches in ecir- |

the |

in aburdance decks every |

{ character,

the midnight |

a1 exem. | diere’
” | with a view to

vivifying as ever.
G. Rohan,
Milwaukee.

Professor Michael
Marquette University,
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THE RECTOR H]S()UHSES'

HIS OHURCH

The Oatholie visitor to New York,
who straye into a certain ecclesias-
tical building of West 47th Street,
will be puzzled for a moment ; but
the initial bewilderment will quickly
yield to pity. In epite of the red
lamp which burns dimly in the dis
tunce, and the lonely confessionals
near the door, he will realize in the
second instant, that be is not in a
Catholie church, but in a _building
which in many reepects resembles a
Catholic church., His guide-book
will inform him that he is in the
church of St. Mary the Virgin, an
organization which, styling itself
Catholie, is under the jurisdiction of
that very worthy Protestant gentle-
mnn, the Protestant Episcopal Bishop
of New York.

No one will snggest that the clergy
of this church and their parishioners,
are ‘playing at being Catholics ;
yet the vigitor cannot but marvel at
the temerity of men who, without
warrant either from the Archbishop
of New York, or their own perfectly
Protestant prelate, assume juriedic-
tion in what purports to be a forum
of conecience. The wonder of it all,
will deepen, on reading in the current
American Church Monthly the truth
ful comment paseed by the Rector of
St. Mary the Virgin, on his Church

| and its prelates

"In the Anglican Communion you
may deny anything you please ; it is
only when you affirm that you are in
The only thing for which
one risks being disciplined is bslief
Throw the Creed overboard, it you
like ; all that will happen will be
a wrild assertion from aseembled
bishops that the Church really does
value the Creede, although appesnr-
But be very
you do not eay too many
prayers, or the wrong kind of
prayers. There is nothing that
irritates the authorities 8o much as
to sos people praying. The worship
of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacra
ment will bring the authorities down
on you-—the same authorities who
peacefully sleep through the loudly
trumpeted denials of all the central
facts of the Christian faith,”

Were a Catholic to venture upon
similar criticiems, he would at once
be accused of bitterness, and a desire
to score a controversial point at the
expenge of strict acouracy and char
ity. Neverthelese, they ars very
true, and in view of their undeniab e
the wonder grows why
Rector of St. Mary the Virgin's

careful

the

| still adheres to so faithless a Church

and to pastors who condone irregu-
larities in comparison with which
adultery is a bright badge of virtue
A Church in which you may “'throw
the Creed overboard, if you like
not the bark that will bear us swiftly
into harbor of God ; authorities
who are indiffarent to "trumpeted
denials of all the central facts of the
Christian fait are t the pilots
ppointed by Jesus Christ. Theyt
g etraight for the reef, and
how can adherents of St. Mary
the Virgin's escaps destruction ?
['hrough their sacraments ? All
gechismatics and meny } have
those secred rit Fhrough their
good intention ? Possibly but it
eternal salvation may safely
gtaked on & good intention, why
belong to any Church at all >—Amer-
ica.
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TO ASSIST SOLDIERS
AND SAILORS

THE ENIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
ESTABLISH RETURNED
SOLDIERS' COMMITIEE

Practical assietance for ex-soldiers
and sailors in London, Ont., and
vicinity, in the many difficulties
encountered in the change from mili
tary to civilian life, is the aim of the
returned Soldiers’ Committee of Lon-
don Council, Knights of Columbus,
who have opened an office at the
Catholic Club for the carrying on of

| the work.

All returned men are well
acquainted with the Knights ot Col
umbue, through the Catholic Army
Hute at the front, in England, and in
Canada, and the local Returned Sol
Committee has been formed
broadening the fleld
of the activities of the Knights of
Columbus for Canada’s fighting men.

The Information and Service office
opened here is only one branch of the
Committee's work. Here the returned
fighter may find advice and assistance
in his military and semi military
problems, questions of employment,
and matters generally relative to his
re-geftlement in civilian life, The
signing and certifying of documents
by a Justice of the Peace will also be
carried on, and letters will be written
for the soldier or sailor, when he
wishes to communicate with any
Government department with which
he has business. The work is under
the charge of Mr. E. V. Hession, who
is at his desk from 9 o'clock till 5
daily. All the Services of the Infor-
mation and Service Office are abso-
lutely free of charge.

The local hospitals will also come
under the activities of the returned
Soldiers’ Committee, and will be vis-
ited by that institution. It is also
hoped that it may be pesgible to give
entertainments for the various looal
military homes and hospitals during
the coming winter.

Recreational work among dis-
charged men generally is also being

is |

re

discussed by the Committee, and it is |
possible that general work may be
dore along this line, l

The organization of the Knights of
Oolumbue Reconstruction and Em-
ployment Service is certainly the
most extensive of ite kind in the
Dominion, there being nearly a hun-
dred Returned Soldiers’ Committees
from const to const,

The work is abeolutely undenomi
national, and as in the case of the |
Knights of Columbus Catholic Army
Hute, all races and creeds are equnily
welcome to all that the Kuaights can |
fo for them. Every Returned man is
v candidate for the services of the K. |
of 0. Returned Soldiers’ Committee,
which is willing, ready and able to |
help bim,

N. B.—Unclaimed kite will be gent
to the owners it baggage checks are
forwarded to the Secretary of the K,
of C. Catholic Army Hut.
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A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS

CUSTOM

The wanderinge of the Blessed
Virgin and St. Joseph on Christmeas
Eve, before they found ghelter in
the stable where our Blessed Lord
was born, are still commemorated in
Spain, where they have posada, or
hostelry proceesions, marches on
Christmas Eve from house to house
Children carrying images of Mary
and Joeeph lead the way, followed by
8 mixed crowd, all bearing tapers,
who halt at door after door to ask
admission. No responee is given to
their appeals until they come to the
church, where the firgt summons is
immediately answered by a voice
from within, inquiring who ie thera.
The spokeeman repliee: " It is Mary
the Queen of Heaven, who begs a
place to lay her head; the night is
dark and cold, and she is & wanderer
from far Galilee.” 'The doors of the
church are thrown open, and the
procession entere, to be led to a side |
altar prepared to represent a stable ‘
with a manger, dimly lighted by a
pingle lantern. Here all kneel and |
recite the last prayers of a pre. |
scribed litany ; and as the final peti
tion dies awny, a little boy with |
wings fastened to his shoulders and :
in his arms an image representing |
the Holy Child, rughes in, and lays |
his barden in the crib. The tapers ‘
ars then lighted, and carols of wel
come to world's Redeemer are
sung.
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Habit Materials and Veilings
SPECIALLY PI
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ODUCED FOR
OF

RELIG'OUS COMMUNITIES
BLACK, -WHITE, AND COLOURED
SERGES and CLOTHS, VEILINGS
CASHMERES, ETC

Stocked in a large variety vidths and qualities |

Samples forws 1 on application,

LOUIS SANDY
Gordon Mills, STAFFORD, ENGLAND
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FATHER FINN'S
LATEST BOOK

FACING DANGER

To those who have read “Tom
Playfair,” “Percy Wynn,” and
“Harry Dee,” the most popular
Catholic story books ever writ-
ten, there is a delightful surprise
in this latest book. Here they
will meet an old friend in a new
and lovable re-creation.

Talk about excitement and
adventure—there’s plenty of it
in this story.

12mo, with frontispiece, $1.25 postpaid
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BOVRIL

The great “key
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other foods mure
nourishing,

FRUIT
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The day will end
for you as fresh
as it begins—if
you take Eno’s
each morning
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|
Independent scientifio experiments have
conelusively proved that the Bosy-building

Power of Booril is frem 10 to 20 times
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THE .
Never-Failing Remedy for

Appendicitis

Indigestion, Stomach Di rs
pendicitisand K

are often caused by Gall Stone
and mislead people until tt
bad attacks of Gall Stone Colic
appear. Not one in ten Gall
Stone Sufferers knows what is
the trouble. Marlatt's S
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will cure without pain or oper-
ation,
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Owen Sound Steel Press
OWEN SOUND

Light

Easy to carry
No cracks
Retains Heat

5.

EDDY’S WASHTUBS

of Indurated Fibreware

Are far better than old-style wooden or galvanized tubs.

Yet they cost no more. They cannot leak, because

they are made all in one piece, without seams or
cracks or staves.

So light and easy to carry, yet
come dented or battered }
therefore, the contents remain hot

Eddy’s Twin Beaver Washbc
Fibreware—no metal—double
special crimp which loosens dirt e
the clothes.

The E. B. EDDY Co., Limited, Hull, Canada
Makers of the Famous Eddy Matches B28
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