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September 28,—This
one of curiously
mingled feelings. The death at the
front of Raymond Asquith, eldest
son of the British Premier, admitted
ly the brilliant young man
his time, who threatened to surpass
in both his public and professional
life he already had during
university career, the achievements
of his gifted father, together with the
death, also at the front, of Pike Pease,
the son another
brought home more keenly and more
hideous than ever, the price that
must be paid for a crushing victory
over Germany.

London,

week has been

most of

as his

of minister, has

However, despite these
uous losses, especially in the ranks
of men up brilliant eivil
careers for the perils of military life,
I fail to see that the least sign of any
diminution of the national deter
mination to push right to the
finish. On the contrary such sacri
fices only to stimulate and
enlighten the nation to the necessity
of removing once and
the horrors and dangers
upon German militarism.

The news from the battle
continues excellent with the possible
exception of Dobrudja, in Roumania.
This condition of raturally
adds to the patriotic fervour, and the
grim resolution of confidence in
ultimate victory which has never for
a moment been absent from the
minds of the Allies in the
darkest hours, has now passed to a
new stage of certainty, and a belief
that the viectory may perhaps come
earlier than has been anticipated.
Soldiers on the triumphant Somne
front already talk of coming home for
Christmas, but skilled opinion, how
ever, remains that another at
least will be required to win the war.

Apparently the character of the
war is undergoing an entire change.
The Germans will now be satisfied
with such defensive warfare as will
keep in their hands sufficient soil to
force moderate terms of
victorious enemy.
ing to present appearances, the terms
of peace offered by either England
or France, will not be moderate, for
the undeniable effect of the prolonga
tion of the war has been to harden
the hearts of countries
against Germany.

The real hero of tae week has been
the new land dreadnought which
played such a conspicuous part in the
recent British attacks. have
been given to it in the newspapers.

Internal politics to be
submerged by the increasing interest
in the battlefields. The roar of the
big g has the orators
everywhere with the possible excep
tion of the railway world where
elsewhere the high prices for food
have exasperated the working class,
and resulted in a demand for highe:
wages.

There but little news from Ire
land where the leaders still maintain
reticence, but Chief Secretary Duke
made an auspicious start on his
career by announcing his determina
tion to push a big building scheme
in Dublin, the haunts of
squalor and disease, where Larkin
and other Sinn Fein randists
found their best material.

As I look on Mr. Asquith, I often
recall the of Mr.
there could not be two figures more
unlike. Mr. Gladstone was not only
volcanic in temperament, but
volecanic in look, in physique, and
volcanic even when he
in repose. | still
used to entel House, few
minutes his were
reached on the order paper, after the
long walk which he took every day,
breathless, with
almost in
thin and scatt
it had been
of
House
like a
breast
there had
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want to
ness b
man.
almost
his answers
questions,
sometimes
'IV]H'
could always attract his attention by
even a casual to
the utterances
long political career, and at once the
old man was ready with an interrup
tion which, even when it pretended
to be a resounded like a
belfry through the House of
Commons., Except indeed when he
returned to the House after dinner,
and sat for the most time alone with
his closed and apparently in
slumber, he never could be to
be at rest.

I have often
even in the Division lobby,
his hands to heaven with
vehemence as if he were
an
House
form.
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seen Mr. Gladstone,
raising
much
addressing
impassioned audience in the
of Commons or on the plat
The vitality of the

as

man

indeed seemed perfectly inexhaust
ible. Sometimes | met him at
dinner during a sitting of the House;
even then he not moment at

It mistake to suppose
he was not a good listener ; he
could listen well ; but every
body, of preferred
him talk, and had the
kind of audience he talked right
through the dinner, usually, how
ever, avoiding the subjects which nl,
that particular
ing
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was a
rest

that
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to hear
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course,

if he

moment were press-
his attention in the
Commons. If there
being in human history who
ived every of his life to the
very fullest, it was Gladstone
Of course a man so exuberant
at once the greatest and the most
disturbing ledder the House of Com
mons could have.
vivid, so dominating and so restless
absolutely commanded the whole
place. The fact that his face was the
window which reflected
every mood of his mind—and indeed
every mood of the House faith
fully as a mirror, as well the
striking beauty of his face and his
figure, made him always a of
blazing electric lamp which dimmed
other round him
Sitting on the Irish Benches exactly
him for
could take my eyes
any length of time
without
anger
the House of
and fasterred
Gladstone's face, he
fair idea of everything that
going on., Disraeli had the
|m\\v|‘ut attracting every eye to him ;
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but from a very different reason.
would sit on the Treasury Bench,
with his pallid yellow, face, his
strongly marked Jewish features, his
hair black and curly—and in ringlets
-thin and dyed in
look of impassive
ness that made him the
sphinx. There was change
of expression upon the face : whether
he was angry or pleased or amused,
the face remained
The figure indeed
that it w
him

in his early days
his later, with a
resemble
never a

always the same.
was 80 immovable

with
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as almost a gasp you

saw 0CCE Crossing one
leg over the other. With his disap

pearance from the House of
however, Gladstone reigned
alone as the central figure of attrac

remained to the end of
his Parliamentary

Com
mons,

tion, and so
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Having spoken of the great gifts of
Gladstone leader, I must refer
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Under
affairs, used
stantly under the
which Mr. Gladstone in
making himself with regard to Foreign
affairs, and 1 am sure felt in his heart
very often that his great leader put
his foot in it.
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Coming to Mr. Asquith, he
none of the special gifts of Mr

stone either physically intellectu
ally. Physically, he man of
middle height : though he has a fine,
well chiselled face and the
forehead that usually goes with great
intelligence, he is not physically
striking figure and
remarkable. He
of iron. After
reading in his bed at

or
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broad

a
yvet his physique
has a constitu

10 minutes
night can sleep
his regular 8 hours, even in the most
critical tired ;

never goes
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The only thing
that seems to disturb him is divisions
in his own Cal

look

seems excited,
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vinet, when he is apt to
worried and nervous. But even
to this kind of thing he seems to have
the creation the
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thenes. be partly his devo
tion to classics, but

saying
He «is no more Gladstone
It may
the Greek
ably it is more largely because of his
own natural tendencies and gifts that
the style of Mr. Asquith in the
and chaste simplicity of a

prob

18
stern
Greek speaker or of a French classic.
Now and then does use a retund
and resounding phrase, but as a rule
his words are as simple as those of
Addison or Goldsmith

Le

or other great
masters of pure and simple English
prose. You
the splendid
art He seems
be using the language of
life, the short and simple
the blunt and unadorned phrase.

discover
the
to
every-day
words and
[t
is only when he sits down that you
realize that he has put his case with
guch simplicity and such lucidity,
that it appears to 80 reasonable
and so simple as to be unanswerable;
it elooks if there were nothing
more to said. In speaking he

time to
that

50 consummadtely.

take

art conceals

be

as
be

does not exhaust or even put forward
the great physical accompaniments
of speech as Gladstone used
He speaks in rather a

to do
he
re
when

low voite;

rarely uses o gesture; his body

mains quiescent ; whereas
Gladstone was speaking you saw the
In-r,,'amu\ ing into picturesque attit udes
as well as the arms into vigorous and
descriptive There is no
dominating physical
energy as in the of Mr, Glad
stone. Mr. Asquith speaks very
often indeed as if he were physically
tired, and rarely

his

gestures.
impression of

case

if ever does he raise
On the box which stands
on the Speaker's table, in front of a
Ministerial speaker, you can still see
the dints that were made by the ring
of Mr. Gladstone in the course of
his impatient rhetoric. Mr. Asquith
has been to thump the box in
excitement

voice,

seen

moments of when
bitter and
attack was made
rule he delivers if

they were quiet and friendly and un

some
undeserved
on him
his

personal
but a

speeches

adorned conversations
and the House.

He is deadliest, however,
18 most quiet manner and
in It such
that you see crumble and disappear
him the of difficulty
which his opponents have raised and
fortified against him ; he
after these little speeches rapely
more than 20 to 30 minutes in length

and at once the whole scene has
disappeared completely the
before present

you wake up to
find that this quietly delivered terse
little speech has tyansformed the
gsituation and blown up the crisis.

In this is perhaps the
greatest leader in modern times that
In
private he has the same extraordin
ary power of summing up and saving
the situation. He listens until those
who want to speak have delivered
their souls, and then in a few sen
tences he gets to the very kernel of
the question ; sums up as if he were
pros and cons, with the
of them and
then reaches his conclusion. It may
be perhaps this extraordinary equa
bility of temper and of mind that sub
jects him to eriticism of
action : a is

between him

he
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when
in
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before craters
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German trenches our
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respect he
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a judge the

perfect balance both,

as a man

mind well-balanced

supposed not to

80

have the power of
rapid thought and of prompt and
resolute action. But we want to see
the records before can quite
decide this question.

we
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For the first timne since the begin
ning of the war, the V. Rev. Pref. Ap.
of Namaland, V. Father Krolikowski
has been send news to oul
His letter, dated
His Lordship,
the Bishop Simon, sent with the
last mail your letter of 51. X. 1915,
with the good news that he had
L144.14 at 1
It the
from Europe for th

able to
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The famine is terrible.”
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SERVICE
Mgr. Cenez, Basutoland,
Dec. 9th, 1915, "The war
makes its terrible influence felt even
in parts. Our personel is re
duced a third by death and other
And while the Contributions
of the "Progagation of the Faith” and
“Holy Childhood are
diminished by one half, everything
we need is doubled in price, we are
obliged to multiply ourselves to keep
up with our work. During the year
we have held out by means of the
| greatest privations and by utilizing
|

MISSIONARIES
FATHERLAND

IN

Roma,

writes :
these
to

causes.

societies”

8 |

everything we could find, But the
work threatens to become too heavy
for many., This and many
reasons urge us to pray daily for
(¢ the terrible
that is ravaging Europe
Address subscriptions for the "Echo
from Africa” 50 cents a year and the
“Negro Child” 25 cents a year, can
celled stamps of rare denominations
3, 4, 6, 7, 8, ete., (write for directions),
tinfoil, old jewelry and other dona-
tions to American Headquarters of
the Sodality St. Peter Claver
the African Missions,
Building, St. Louis Mo.
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The Liverpool Catholic Times and
Catholic Opinion, one of the most
logical and steadfast upholders of the
just demands of the Irish
believes that the signs which por-
tend the establishment of an Irish
Parliament are becoming more and
more nuierous, And f the
remarkable of gsigns it
adds, is the ' conversion Lord
Derby. After the recently
delivered by him at a meeting of the
Lancashire Division of the National
Unionist Association, there will be
few, it except among the most
irreconcilable enétnies of Home Rule,
who imagine that it
to the concession
government to Ireland Lord Derby,
have been his views
past, seems now to entertain

illusion. He spoke as a
Ruler The bill on the
Statute-book and I do not think that
you will have a man to fight to wipe
it off. Therefore I you whether
we cannot now arrange some terms
which will be to both
parties.’

people,

one o

most these
of

speech

SAYS,
can is possible

prevent of self
whatever
in the

such

may

no

Home is

ask
acceptable

According to the Liverpool journal,
there few men in public life in
England who have a better knowledge
the views of the English people
than Lord Derby. He is alive to the
trend of public opinion and when he
¢ that he will support
Edward Carson in any other move he
find a solution of the
question, it be safely
that he is convinced that a
settlement is earnestly desired by the
of Englishmen. The Cath
olic Times says in conclusion Per
haps after all, Sir Edward is working
he best solution of
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or the seventeenth
Albigenses English
it always the same
peculiarly strident outery the bur
den of which a horror of idolatry.
We doubt whether idolatry—in the
gense of definite religious worship
offered to a graven image as if it were
a divinity even to a
Western European in the twentieth
century. Even if it were the
abuse of ood is not suflicient
reason for abolishing its use. The
trouble we have to meet in our day
and country is not that people fail to
practice their religion rightly, but
that they tend to have no religion at
atl. To look for a moment at Christ
upon His Cross, remembering as one
does so those fallen in battle, gtriv
ing to emulate His spirit,of sacrifice,
is at least to have a glimpse of them
‘ gub specie wternitatis,” as the old
phrase has it. IT.ess than that will
hardly satisfy, and we do not think
that can be achieved by the brass
tablet in a public building,
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is further
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There dissatisfaction in
England the

question, so much so that a

chaplain
cominit
appointed to deal with
complaints, It is said that
corps have none but
of England chaplains among them
notably the Royal Field Artillery, the
Royal Army Medical Corps and some
others.
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that Catholics and
Non-conformistsshould be ministered
to by their own priests and ministers
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appointments and not even they can
interfere with this right., The Aus
tralians have al been in a bad
plight and it is only within the last
few days that four head chaplains
have been appointed to this contin
gent,one for each of three denomina
tions and one Catholic.
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Roman Catholics are never asked
why they are not affiliated with “the
Holy Catholic Church America,’
“eommonly called Episcopal ?"" The
not even as
the converse is asked of the Catholics
commonly called Episcopalian, is not
hard to divine.
mountain does not go to Mohammed.
The question is never put, for every
body knows that if the space inter
vening between the prophet and the
mountain is to be covered at all, it
covered Mobammed and
not by the mountain which is going
to stay right where it is.

As to the new doctrines of
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blushed at new doctrines. This is
specially true of " the Holy Catholic
Church in We need
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contention We find in the current
number a pussage so apropos and so
illuminating that we cannot refrain
from quoting it at length, The
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