
BY NEW INVENTION
Films, Plates and 
Dark Room M» de 

Unnecessary
New Camera Takes Finished 

Pictures in Two Minutes
Mr. Edmond F. Stratton, of New 

York City, has invented a camera 
that takes and completes pictures 
ready to see in two minutes. It does 
away with the expense of buying 
lilms or plates and the trouble, ex­
pense and delay of having them de­
veloped and pictures printed by a 
photographer.

This camera, which is called the 
Gordon Camera, is being manufac­
tured by the Gordon Camera Corpora­
tion, of New Y'ork. As they are de­
sirous of making it known in every 
locality, they are making a special 
offer to our readers. For a limited 
time they will sell models II at $5.00 
and Model B at $7.00. The regular 
price of Model H, which takes pictures 
3x4i inches, is $8.00 and the regular 
price of Model B, which takes pic­
tures 3ix5i inches, is $10.00. 
Whichever one you order, en­
close 90 cents additional to cover ex­
press charges, sensitized cards and 
developing powders.

The sensitized cards are wrapped 
for daylight loading, and the powders 
make the developing solution to be 
put into the developing tank, which 
is inside the camera. Model H is 
5jx9ixl0 inches in size and weighs 
3 pounds 7 ounces. Model B 
6jx9xl0j inches, and weighs 
pounds.

The cost of taking pictures 
the Gordon camera is almost nothing 
in comparison to all other cameras. 
Extra sensitized cards for Model H 
can be bought for 2i cents each 
(cards for Model B, 3 cents each) and 
10 cents worth of developer will 
develop over 40 pictures. The 
Gordon Corporation sells flash light 
lamps for $1.00 which will enable 
you to take pictures at night in your 
own parlor, or out of doors.

The operation of this new camera, 
is so simple that any person of ordin­
ary intelligence can easily take pic­
tures with it after reading the direc­
tions sent with each one. There is 

customs duty to be paid as the 
Gordon Corporation will ship to you 
from their Canadian branch which is 
near Toronto. All orders and letters, 
however, must be sent to their office, 
which is at 692A Stuyvesant Build­
ing, New York, N. Y. When order­
ing a camera under this special offer 
be sure to mention that you are a 
reader of the London Weekly Cath­
olic Record.

with

no

of the imagination. It renders it 
immune against absurd and danger­
ous beliefs."

He often declared that the destruc­
tion of religious dogma was no help 
to free thought or rationalism, but 
to superstition. “Take away relig­
ion from the people,” he used to say, 
“and you will have your highways 
infested with footpads." He did not 
foresee the most recent development 
of modern training, the auto-bandit. 
—America.

IF IT WERE NOW LOST

Were the Bible lost (says the ltev. 
Dr. Barry in his Tradition of Scrip­
ture) it has been declared with not 
more energy than truth, we might 
recover its texts from the writings of 
our Catholic Fathers and mediaeval 
Schoolmen. Their works, which fill 
great libraries, are made up to a 
large extent of commentaries on 
Scripture, and are everywhere 
steeped in its language and ideas. 
Beginning with St. Clement of Home, 
St. Justin, St. Iraeueus, Tertullian, 
and Clement of Alexandria — from 
about 95 A. O. to the first decade of 
the third century—we find the Old 
Testament quoted in all parts of the 
Church,
ally acknowledged. The African 
Church if it did not pro­
duce, yet received from an early date 
(before 2(X) A. D.) the Old Latin ver­
sion celebrated by Tertullian, used 
by Saint Cyprian and St. Augustine. 
In the Eastern Church, the Septua- 
gint was familiar to all divisions 
from the days of the apostles.

For the Middle Ages, St, Gregory 
the Great, St. Bernard, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, and St. Bonaventure are 
representative men, says Dr. Barry. 
But the undying merit of those thou­
sand years consists in the fact that 
by devout monks and nuns the very 
words of Scripture were preserved 
to us in beautiful manuscripts, such 
as, towards their close and on the 
eve of the Renaissance, Thomas a 
Ivempis left for our use and admira­
tion. Catholic doctrine stayed itself 
on the Bible ; preachers went back 
to it ; Missal and Breviary, Pontifical 
Rites, Papal documents and Canon 
Law were efforts on a grand scale to 
digest its teachings and apply them. 
Catholic art drew its favorite sub­
jects from Holy Writ, the literature, 
proverbs and daily conversation of 
all classes, during this long period, 
show that Christians were familiar 
with its narratives in a striking 
degree.

and the New gradu-

From the paintings which are still 
extant in Roman Catacombs, to the 
mosaic of St. Mark s, Venice, or the 
Cappella Palatina in Palermo, from 
the primitive religious schools of 
Siena, Florence, Cologne, Holland, as 
well as from every phase of ecclesias 
tical architecture down to the “ Bible 
of Amiens " and the frescoes of the 
Sistine, it is evident that eyes, mind 
and heart could take their fill of that 
inspired story. Learning and sanct­
ity wielded pen, pencil, chisel, brush, 

instrument that conveys 
thought or evokes beauty in order 
that God’s written word should be 
known and loved. The Middle Ages 
bad their Bible in stone, on illumin­
ated parchment, in stained glass. It 
was delivered from the lips of popu­
lar preachers, reflected in the poetry 
of the Heliand, of Dante, of Fra 
Jacopo, expounded on the walls, 
gates and pavements of innumerable 
churches. It was recited in 
teries by day and night, quoted in 
parliaments, rhymed and sung by 
minstrels, so that never, perhaps, 
was it more universally known.

Dr. Barry takes us through the 
earliest periods when the Bible flour­
ished in particular version (e. g. 311), 
to those which were produced in 
1520. All this vast literature, he 
says, was founded on the Latin Vul­
gate, though in the second half of the 
thirteen century an attempt was 
made by some English scholars to 
translate from the original Hebrew. 
Between 1450 and 1500, ninety-eight 
complete versions were printed under 
Catholic authorization. The Refor­
mation, says the doctor, which traced 
its pedigree from Waldensians, 
Wycliffe and the Hussites, brought in 
fresh dangers to the unlearned and 
made use of scripture that it might 
overthrow the Church. A new dis­
cipline, as regarded the study of the 
Bible, was set up by the Council of 
Trent (session 4 and 5), which did not, 
however, forbid the reading of trans­
lation of scripture in the vulgar 
tongue. Several Popes restricted the 
freedom of teachers, certainly, such 
as Paul IV, but subsequent Popes re­
pealed their predecessors’ rescripts 
when they proved extreme in their 
ruling.

These historical observations will 
suffice to prove that Holy Church has 
always kept the written Word in her 
hands while meditating on its divine 
sense.—Intermountain Catholic.
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son in full view. The sweet Sisters 
of Charity to my mind look 
angelic when the cross that adorns 
their sombre garb appears in view. 
The sight of the cross makes a man 
have better thoughts. When worn 
on the person it is indicative of 
reverence and awe for the Saviour of 
mankind. The cross on the church 
spire makes it appear more holy, 
more divine in its character.

“How comforting it must he to a 
person stricken on the public street 
to have a priest or other servant of 
God kneel by his prostrate form and 
press to his lips the cross and offer a 
petition to the Omnipotent on High 
for forgiveness of sins. Nothing in 
my mind can better beautify 
homes, our business places, 
workshops than the 
pictures of the Blessed Jesus. It 
brings us to a realization that it is 
not all of life to live nor all of life to 
die, that our stay on earth is only 
transient, that our lives are but as a 
breath, a dream. It makes 
stop and realize that he has a soul to 
save and of a never-ending eternity. 
To day in this era of white slavery, 
vice and crime the only salvation of 
our girls and boys is the church of 
the everliving God. Within the folds 
of Christ and the Church our loved 
ones will be safely sheltered and 
ultimately saved."

more

monas-

our 
our

cross and

a man

A bad reputation is a bard thing 
to lose.

Flippancy is the enemy of the 
future.

Snow once soiled makes the black­
est mud.

Those who belittle love have firs 
befouled it.

Money' builds the churches, but 
faith makes them the temples of 
God.

A PROTESTANT AND
THE CROSS

To think kindly of each other is 
well, to speak kindly of each other 
is better, but to act kindly towards 
each other is best of all.

WHY DO PROTESTANTS SHRINK 
FROM THE USE OF THE 
CROSS?

A Protestant writer in the Trenton 
Sunday Advertiser puts ou record a 
thought which has often found lodg­
ment in the Catholic heart: “Why 
do so many Protestants shrink al­
most in abhorrence from the use of 
the cross?’’ What can it suggest to 
the Christian but the mystery of 
Calvary?

“A Protestant" says:
“I am one of the innumerable 

throng of Protestants who fail to do 
their full religious duties during the 
Lenten season. A visitor to many of 
our Protestant churches to-day will 
find empty pews during, the Lenten 
season. A little storm or a feeling of 
lassitude, perhaps, keeps the people 
away. Not so with the Catholics of 
Trenton at least. In early morning 
hours, mid hail, rain, or snow, one 
will see men, women and children 
wending their way to church there to 
commune with God and by their 
presence commemorate the suffering 
and trials of the Blessed Saviour. 
Truly I say as a Protestant, is not 
their example well worthy of emula­
tion? Who can say nay?

“Just one word more. All Chris­
tians will agree that the shedding of 
Jesus’ blood upon Calvary’s cross 
made possible the redemption of 
mankind. We ask absolution from 
our sins at the Cross of Calvary. 
Why, then, should we be ashamed of 
the Cross? Every Catholic and 
Episcopal church is known by a 
cross. A number of Protestant 
churches, too, I am happy to say, 
have a cross to adorn their edifice. 
The Catholic clergy and Episcopal 
rectors wear a cross upon their per-
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THE MOTHER SUPERIOR.

and was among the counsel prepared 
to argue the case. The new district 
attorney, M. Gardenier, examined 
Father Kohlmann. The priest 
quested permission to state his 
reasons for declining to answer the 
questions which would disclose a 
secret of the confessional.

Receiving such permission he 
stated in brief : Were he summoned 
as a private individual to testify 
from ordinary sources of information 
he would not hesitate and would 
deem it his duty to declare whatever 
knowledge he had. He had previous­
ly been a witness in his ordinary 
capacity in another case. The Catho­
lic religion taught and commanded 
respect and obedience to the civil 
powers in such matters. But in his 
capacity as a minister of a sacrament, 
in which God had enjoined upon him 
perpetual and inviolable secrecy, he 
declared he could not and must not 
answer any question that had any 
hearing upon the restitution ; and 
that it was his duty to prefer instan­
taneous death or any temporal mis­
fortune rather than disclose the 
name of the penitent. Were he .to 
act otherwise he would become a 
traitor to his Church, to his sacred 
ministry and to God.

On June 14, 1813, De Witt Clinton 
pronounced the decision of the court. 
From it these sentences are taken, 
not in consecutive order, but illustra­
ting the gist of the decision :

“It is a general rule that a witness 
when legally called upon to testify as 
a witness must relate all he knows. 
. . . . But to this rule there are 
several exceptions. . . Whether 
a witness is hound to answer a ques­
tion which may disgrace or degrade 
him is a question about which there 
is a variety of doctrine and a colli 
siou of adjudication. We are of the 
opinion that such a witness ought 
not to he compelled to answer at all. 
There can be no doubt but that the 
witness (Father Kohlmann does con­
sider that his answering on this 
occasion would he such a high-hand­
ed offense against religion that it 
would expose him to punishment in 
a future state, and it must be con 
ced.?d by all that it would subject 
him to privations and disgrace in 
this world. The only course is for 
this court to declare that he shall 
not testify or act at all. And as 
court prescribing a different court 
must he governed by feelings and 
views very different from those which 
enter into the composition of a just 
and enlightened tribunal.

"Religion is an affair between God 
and man, and not between man and 
man. The laws which regulate it 
must emanate from the Supreme 
Being, not from banian institutions. 
The declaration of religious freedom 
(in the State Constitution) is a won­
derful monument to the wisdom, 
liberality and philanthropy of its 
authors. It is essential to the free 
exercise of a religion that its ordin­
ances should be administered—that 
its ceremonies as well as its essen­
tials should be protected. Secrecy is 
the essence of penance. To decide 
that the minister shall promulgate 
what he receives in confession is to 
declare that there shall he no pen­
ance ; and this important branch of 
the Roman Catholic religion would 
thus be annihilated.

“ Until men under pretense of re­
religion act counter to the fundamen­
tal principles of morality and en­
danger the well being of the state 
they are apt to be protected in the 
free exercise of their religion.

“ Although we differ from the wit­
ness and his brethren, in our religi­
ous creed, yet we have no reason to 
question the purity of their motives 
or to impeach their good conduct as 
citizens. They are protected by the 
laws and constitution of this country 
in the full and free exercise of their 
religion, and this court can never 
countenance or authorize the appli­
cation of insult to their faith or tor-

re-

ture to their conscience."
Th us Father Kohlmann wTas exempt­

ed from the obligation to testify and 
the secrecy of the confessional was 
legally established in New York by a 
court composed of Protestants.

In 1828 De Witt Clinton was gover­
nor. He died on Feb. 11, but his 
spirit of tolerance, justice and broad 
Americanism had dominated the 
State during the two years of his un­
completed term. In December, 1828, 
the legislature passed the act, a 
model upon the subject of the secrecy 
of the confessional, which expressly 
declares that “ No minister of the 
Gospel or priest of any denomination 
whatsoever shall he allowed to dis­
close any confession made to him in 
his professional character or in the 
course of discipline enjoyed by the 
rules or practises of such denomina­
tion."

NAPOLEON ON EDUCATION •
We Americans are continually and 

properly quoting Washington’s utter­
ances about the necessity of religion 
and morality in any nation that 
hopes to be permanent. Napoleon 
Bonaparte was very much unlike 
Washington, but he knew a great 
deal about the essential elements of 
political stability, and we find 
similar pronouncements of his on 
that always interesting topic. These 
pronouncements were made to his 
Ministers in the “Couusell d’Etat." 
Fortunately, some one stenographed 
them at the time, and they are 
being püblished in the Autorité. 
Among other things he said :

“ So far I have seen good teaching 
only in ecclesiastical establishments, 
and I prefer to put a country hoy in 
the hands of a man who knows only 
the catechism, the principles of 
which I am acquainted with, than 
in the hands of a half-baked savant 
who has no basis and no fixed idea 
of morality. Religion is the vaccine

towards these grand works. Do not 
allow the opportunity to slip by of 
taking a hand in some way towards 
assisting in the good cause. After 
all, the only things that will prove 
of lasting benefit are the works of 
charity and of faith, not necessarily 
charity in the strictest sense of the 
term, but that wide, unbounded, all- 
embracing charity that knows no dis­
tinction of race, creed, or moral con­
dition. Above all things, do not scoff 
at the fallen and unfortunate, even 
the Magdalene. Pity them. It 
the love and sympathy of Christ, not 
His mighty power that.won over the 
first Magdalen to a life of virtue and 
penance. Pity the unfortunate, con­
tribute to their welfare, and pray the 
good God to send them His grace, 
the grace of final penitence and true 
contrition.—Catholic Bulletin.
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THE SEAL OF
CONFESSION

A CENTURY AGO NEW YORK 
COURT SUSTAINED THE OB- 
LIGATION OF SECRECY LAID 
UPON THE CONFESSOR. A 
FAMOUS DECISION

June 14 was the one hundredth 
anniversary of the dedication of the 
decision in the Kohlmann case, 
which judicially determined the 
secrecy of auricular confession in the 
State of New York. The case and its 
ending make one of the milestones 
on the pathway of religious liberty 
in America, writes J. G. Coyle in the 
Catholic News.

The Rev. Anthony Kohlmann was 
a Jesuit priest. In 1818 ha was 
rector of St. Peter's church and Vicar 
General of the young diocese of New 
York, then less than five years old. 
Through a commonplace theft the 
question of the secrecy of the con­
fessional came before the Court of 
General Sessions and resulted in a 
memorable decision and a distinct 
advance in the position of Catholics 
before the law.

James Keating, a Catholic mer­
chant, had been robbed. After one 
Phillips and his wife had been arrest­
ed for receiving stolen goods, Keat­
ing received his property and de 
dined to inform the police as to the 
manner of the return. Under threats 
of commitment to jail and the exer­
cise of the full limit of police and 
judicial power to enforce disclosure 
from him, Keating revealed that his 
goods had been restored to him by 
his pastor, the Rev. Father Kohlmann. 
The priest was summoned to the 
police bureau, hut declined politely 
but resolutely to give information as 
to the identity of the person or per­
sons from whom he had received the 
stolen property. When the grand 
jury considered the evidence of theft 
against certain accused persons. 
Father Kohlmann, summoned to 
appear before that body, again re 
fused respectfully to give information. 
On testimony from other witnesses 
Charles Bradley and Benjamin Brin- 
kerhoff, both negroes, were indicted 
for theft and Phillips and his wife for 
receiving stolen goods.

The trial began on March 5, 1813. 
Mayor De Witt Clinton, who ordin­
arily would have presided was absent 
at Albany. He was Lieutenant Gov­
ernor of the State as well as mayor 
of the city, a fact which seems strik­
ingly strange to us to day. The Hon. 
Pierre Vanwyck, with Alderman 
Morse and Vanderbilt, constituted the 
court. Father Kohlmanu, summoned 
as a witness, again declined to testify 
anything as to identity, description 
or material facts that would give any 
clue to the person or persons who 
had made restitution, through him, 
of the stolen property. The question 
then centered upon the judicial 
power to compel Father Kohlmann 
to testify. The attorney for the de­
fendants objected to any attempt to 
force disclosure by Father Kohlmann. 
William Sampson, a famous Irish 
Protestant lawyer and former United 
Irishman, spoke as a “friend of the 
court" and declared that not even in 
Ireland, where the Catholic religion 
had been prescribed, had he ever 
heard of an instance where a clergy­
man had been called upon to reveal 
the secrets of the confessional. With 
the consent of District Attorney 
Riker, a juror was withdrawn and 
the trial adjourned that argument 
might be offered.

In the interval between March and 
June District Attorney Riker, con­
vinced of the justice of Father Kohl- 
mann’s position, had allowed the 
matter to slumber. The new Dis­
trict Attorney, Mr. Gardenier, was 
willing to enter a plea of nolle 
prosequi against the accused persons, 
which would have permitted the 
issue as to the compulsion of Father 
Kohlmann to testify to disappear 
with the abandonment of the prose­
cution of the accused. But the trus­
tees of St. Peter’s church deemed the 
question of too much importance to 
be left unsettled. They, therefore, 
petitioned the district attorney to 
bring the case of Phillips and his 
wife to trial “to the end that a judi­
cial determination may be had which 
shall insure to all Catholics, in 
common with the rest of mankind, 
and according to the words of the 
Constitution, the free exercise and 
enjoyment of their religious profes­
sion and worship." This petition 
was signed by Dennis McCarthy, sec­
retary of the trustees, on April 19, 
1813. The request was complied 
with. ~

It was June 7 before the case came 
on. The court was composed of De 
Witt Clinton, mayor ; Josiah Ogden, 
recorder ; Isaac S. Douglass and 
Richard Cunningham, sitting Alder- 

The former district attorney, 
Mr. Riker, was convinced of the just­
ness of Father Kohlmann’s position,

men.

sian monastery of St. Hugh, his 
heart heavy and his mind numb, 
rested at a Catholic church in a 
small village, talked with an un­
known man, who was an admirer of 
the Catholic Church though appar 
ently not a member, returned to his 
home, and, with the knowledge of 
his mother, wrote to a priest, who 
recommended Father Reginal Buck­
ler, O. P.

The priest was contemplating 
joining the Dominicans at the time 
A few days later Mr. Benson re­
ceived a note that he was expected 
at the priory. "And on Monday, 
September 7, in lay clothes, I set 
out on my journey. My mother 
said good bye to me at the station."

HOME

The few difficulties which re­
mained were so small as to dis­
appear ; in fact had gone. He was 
not baptized again, and in this place 
was received into the Church as her 
son. A storm of letters came to 
him, with angry protests against his 
treachery to the Church of England, 
and, with the courtesy to which he is 
heir, he answered them all. 
telegram came from the priest, of 
whose conversion he had sorrowed 
so much years before in Damas­
cus.

One

In this last work Monsignor Ben­
son, has produced a book of unusual 
interest and uncommon candor. It 
will be prized by those who know it, 
as the demonstration of a virile 
mind and fervent heart upon the 
true road to salvation. It will be in 
the libraries of those who are glad 
to turn from 
motives and sentiments to the story 
of a soul, and of those who wish to 
know the inner life of him who, for 
the past decade, has charmed us with 
his facile pen on a variety of appro­
priate subjects.—Boston Pilot.

the literature of

STERLING
CHRISTIANITY

Did you ever stop to think how 
many persons look upon the Catholic 
Church from a purely ethical stand 
point ? They admire the Scriptures 
as they do the works of Homer, the 
dramas of Shakespeare. They con­
sider the work of the Church a noble 
undertaking worthy to rank with the 
greatest philanthropic enterprises of 
the ages. Their practical adherence 
to the tenets of that Church they 
profess to love, however, is but too 
often confined to a “ Lord, Lord," of 
the man in the Gospel.

Christianity is nothing if not prac 
tical. What avails it to pile up 
learned works on doctrines, and 
theories, and philosophies, and esth­
etics, if the children of God are be­
ing deprived of the blessings of God ? 
What boots it to scatter Bibles broad­
cast, when the souls of men are 
hungering for spiritual pabulum ? 
For a nourishment that never can be 
drawn from a mere book, unless the 
grace of God accompany it ?

Along with our systems of learn­
ing we have the practical works 
that bring us into close touch with 
the children of God.

There are certain traits about our 
dear Lord in His intercourse with 
men that speak as loudly as did the 
words of wisdom that flowed from 
His sacred lips. His ineffable 
tenderness towards the suffering and 
towards abandoned sinners seems to 
have been the distinctively practi­
cal mark in His relations with men. 
On the other hand, there is perhaps 
nothing that society shuns more 
sedulously aud more scrupulously 
than contact with the fallen. The 
Magdalens of a great city constitute 
the social scum that often evokes a 
perfect tirade from the fair ones of 
the exclusive set. Picture certain 
social leaders as with averted eye 
and sweeping skirts they scorn to 
breathe the same mephitic atmos­
phere as the unfortunate child of 
sin who has dared to cross their 
path. The sins of the fallen among 
the lower class are indeed great ; 
but can they equal the depravity 
that often exists and thrives higher 
up—a depravity all the more appal­
ling in that it has no real grounds on 
which to build the fabric of excuses 
that ever axe in evidence to extenu­
ate wickedness of any kind ?

Some there are, nevertheless, who 
though examples of virtue of the 
rarest and noblest quality—nay, be­
cause of that—do not disdain to en­
fold in a loving embrace those who 
have fallen by the wayside in climb­
ing the hills of God.

The House of the Good Shepherd 
is one of the noblest and most con­
vincing proofs of the strength of 
sterling Christianity that we have in 
our midst to day. Platitudes have 
no place there : sterile maxims and 
trite flippancies cannot there exist. 
But the child of God, after having 
fallen perhaps to the very lewest 
depths, is there received with a truly 
divine benignity. Noble-minded 
women of the most exalted virtue 
and sound, common sense make the 
poor derelict feel that she has indeed 
returned to her Father’s house. All 
is calm, charity, and encouragement. 
What cares the unfortunate if some 
whitened sepulcher, with scornful 
gaze, tilts the nose with supercilious 
air ? What matters it if some social 
Jezabel casts upon her the withering 
glance of virtuous horror ! Not all 
the hypocritical indignation possible 
to a selfish mind can alter for a single 
moment the sweetness or the strength 
of those words : “Go, my child, and 
sin no more."
CPDuring your mad rush for pleas­
ure, preferment, or wealth, pause 
from time to time and give a thought 
to those works that truly deserve a 
word of sympathy or a material as­
sistance. Do not be afraid to con­
tribute now and then your mite

gathered together under the fold of 
the Church of England. A change of 
clergy then, often involved a doctrin­
al change for that district.

It dawned upon the seeker after 
truth that his church placed too 
much importance in the individual 
man. He swayed, modified or ex 
polled views as he would, yet had 
ample precedent in the Church, of 
which he was an official member. 
The difficulty for an Anglican to 
know what he believes became ob­
vious, while the Roman system was 
clear, regardless of individual vagar­
ies.

Every Roman knew just what to 
believe and what he must do, even 
if his spiritual leader should be lax 
or negligent. While ponderous 
tomes had been written to support 
the claims of the Anglican Church, 
yet it did not work.in practice, while 
the Romans, on the other hand, 
were practically freed from obscur­
ity in doctrine. They had clear dir­
ections at every cross roads, while 
too much liberty to wander and be 
lost was offered to the puzzled Angli­
can.

AN OLD PROVERB

It was the old problem so aptly ex­
pressed by another modern writer of 
cliaxm and power. “A man of spir­
itual insight begins to preach. He 
attracts clever young men, w'ho come 
any distance to hear him. They 
make money, marry, settle down and 
their children swell the roll of mem­
bership. Probably they outgrow the 
church and build a new one. You 
have an immense congregation held 
together by one slender thread of 
personal power or charm. He dies 
perhaps, or worse, far worse he loses 
that little gift of feeling or of ex­
pressing himself as to draw the 
crowd. In the first case a new man 
has to be found. But in either case, 
will the mature men of the world, 
or the lads of a newer age, con­
tinue to dance to the piping ? The 
situation has its possibilities, has it 
not ?"

THE INSUFFICIENT INTELLECT

Turning from this babel of views, 
the earnest student wished to assure 
himself on the one true view. Who 
was right, Rome with her flawless 
system, or the Establishment with 
her ample endowments. For eight 
months, he read fervently all the 
controversies on the question. Glim­
mers of light would come merely to 
be obscured again by the darkness of 
vituperation. Arguments on both 
sides clamored so loudly that the 
voice of conscience was in danger of 
being lost in the din.

But one thing emerged from the 
chaos, one guiding sign was unfluct­
uating in this labyrinth into which 
he had entered, that intellect alone 
was not a trustworthy guide. Hu­
mility shed more light upon the path 
than patristic knowledge. The pur­
ity of motive solved difficulties more 
quickly than long hours of ponder­
ing upon the opinions of men.

Two books stood out as offering 
helpful suggestions, the classic “ De­
velopment" of Newman and the bril­
liant “Doctrine and Doctrinal Dis­
ruption" of Mallock. He saw the 
growth of the Church, how the 
“swathed child of the Catacombs 
should seem different from the 
reigning mother and mistress of 
churches."

Gradually the mists cleared and 
the vision became more bright. 
There must be a change in him if he 
were to be worthy of the Kingdom, 
and while he could foresee whither 
he would ultimately go, he had to 
clear away the remaining doubts, or 
difficulties.

THE DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL

In such a distressed state of mind 
the author left the happy home, the 
house of contentment in Mirfield, for 
rest and repose. He went to the 
house of his mother. He took up 
again the work of another day, a his­
torical novel, upon which he worked 
with a zest which surprised even his 
industrious self. “It was extraordin­
ary how excited I became, I worked 
about eight or ten hours every day, 
either writing, or reading and annot­
ating every historical work I could 
lay my hands on."

This plunge into the cold waters 
of history could not be without _the 
discovery of valuable truth, 
continuity of the Church of England 
was disproved, 
been saying what he felt was Mass ; 
but before his astonished eyes there 
unrolled the historical fact that 
priests under Elizabeth were hunted 
to death for that same thing.

He had found that the wooden 
tables upon which he held service 
were introduced in the reigns of the 
Tudors, while the stones of the 
former altars were defiled by the 
agents of a cruel government. The 
vestments, the rosaries, the cruci­
fixes, all dear from much use in Mir­
field, were denounced as “trinkets" 
by the church under Elizabeth, in 
which church he still belonged.

LEAVES CHURCH OF ENGLAND

At the request of his mother, he 
consulted with three eminent mem­
bers of the Church of England, a 
parish clergyman, an eminent dig­
nitary and a prominent layman. 
All three were kind, but their 
arguments had been weighed in the 
balance months before and found 
wanting.

Just at this crisis, when the soul 
was tired from ceaseless warfare, 
came an ultimatum, kindly but firm, 
that he must return to the monas­
tery or be cut off from its benefits, 
and though acting with the intensity 
of the long struggle which he had 
undergone, he wrote to his former 
companion that he could not go 
back.

In a puzzled state, hardly knowing 
what to do, he went for a tour on a 
bicycle. He stopped at the Carbhu-

The

He himself had
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