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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.
PREVARATION FOR ADVENT.

Our holy Mother the Church, in the
gospel of this last Sunday of the yea:
before Advent, fixes our attention upon
the second Advent or coming of Our
Lord Jesus Christ in His majesty to
judge the living and the dead. She
does this to excite us to examine and
judge ourselves, that by a true contri-
tion we may be prepared to receive Him
with joy when He comesas a little infant
at Christmas, when He comes at the
hour of death, and when we meet Him at
the great judgment day.

Oar Lord in this gospel foretells at
the same time the destruction of Jerusa-
lem and the final destruction of the
world.

Jerusalem may be taken as the figure
of the soul, so that what befell Jerusa-
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lem represents to us in lively colors what
shall befall souls which, dying unreeon-
ciled to God, shall fall uider His judg-
ments,

Now Our Lord says of Jerusalem that
she shall sudd-nly be surrounded by
her enemies, who shall dig a trench
around her, and wall her in on every
side 8o that no one can escape from her.
That her inhabitants shall die victims of
pestilence, of famine, and the edge of
the sword, until she shall be left an
utter waste. That the anguish and dis-
tress of that time shall be greater than
anything which had happened before
since the world began. He told the
exact time when all this would take
place : * Amen, I say to you, this gen-
eration shall not pass away until all
these things be done.”

All this literally came to pass within
forty years after this prophecy was
spoken, when the Romans besieged the
city, slaughtered over a million of
people, and led the remnant army cap-
tive, to be scattered over the face of the
earth.

All this horror and desolation is a
mere fignre and shadow of what shall

take place at the end of the world.| grinking and gambling and fallen into a ' will pamper the spirit of vanity; then,
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that the children of the priest-hunters
are always poor Catholies.

companions, had given himself vp theutahlv:« he will clothe the body, he

The sufferings of that time are nothing | shameful dissipation and crime, The face | when he has gained a quasi claim to

in eomparison of what the wicked and
disobedient shall endure at the awful
day of judgment,

Jerusalem, that city of God, so beau-
tiful and glorious, was utterly destroyed
because of her sins and oostinate re-
jeetion of God's merey offered her by
the Son of God, the Messias, our Lord
Jesus Christ,

The soul, the greatest and noblest
work of the Creator, capable of un-
bounded happiness, if she chooses si
and disobedience, if she refuses to re
pent and aceept God's forgiveness, shall
fall a prey wo His justice, and for ever
fall from her high estate by her own
fu”}'.

The hour of death shall shortly be
upon us. Then the soul will be in great
straits, The deviis of hell shail sur-
round us, and our own sinful passions
shall rise against us, If we have lived
to gratify them and to sin, how difficult
it will be to repent. We cannot, all of
a sudden, love what we have hated, and
hate what we have loved. All hope of
escape will be eut off and we shall be an
easy prey to our ¢nemies,

The great judgment day for the whole
world may be along way off ; but after
all, that is of little consequence to us,
for each one of us must have his own
particular judgment within a few years
or months or weeks—when the time of
his death comes.

Let us take Our Lord's counsel then:
leave Jerusalem before the enemy sur-
rounnds her; flee to the mountains ;
not stop to take anything with us, but
flee at once, nor hesitate a moment
that is, lee from our sins, flee from all
sinful practices and indulgences, Ex-
amine ourselves, deplore our sins, jndge

ourselves, condemn ourselves ; flee to
the mountains of God's merey ; entreat
and beg for forgiveness; resolve over

and over again not to sin again, but for
the rest of our lives to be faithful and
true,

God will hear our prayer: He will
wipe out all our sins, receive us into the
heavenly Jerusalem, where we shall
rest safe and secure from all our enemies
for all eternity. Amen,

AWFUL EFFECTS OF SIN.

THE CHRISTLIKE FACE OF ANGELIC
SOUL TRANSFORMED BY CRIME AND
DISSIPATION INTO A COUNTENANCE AS

HIDEO!T AS THAT OF JUDAS,

Mouldering away on the wall of the
old monastery in Milan, Italy, hangs the
famous “Last Supper” of Leonardo da

Vinci. Like every other masterpicce,
the painting required many years of
patient labor, and, as a result of that
labor, it is perfect in its naturalness of
expression and sublime in its story of
love. In addition to these qualities it
has an ineident in its history that con
tributes not little toward making i

the great teacher that it is. 1t is s
that the artist, in painting
his apostles, studied the countenances of
knew, When, how-

the faces of

rood men whom he
ever, he was ready to paint the face of

Jesus in the picture, he could find none
that would satisfy his conception, the
face that would serve as a model for the
face of Christ must be dignified in its
simplicity, and majestic in its sweetness,
After several years of careful search,
the painter happened to meet one Pietro
Bandinelli, a choir boy of exquisite
voies, belonging to the Cathedral, Being
strack by the beautiful features and
tender manner, that bespoke an angelie
goul, the artist induced the boy to come
to his study for the painting of the face
of Jesus., All was done most carefully
and reverently, but the picture was as
yet incomplete, for the face of Judas was
absent. Again the painter, with zeal of
a true lover of his art, set ahout in
gearch of a countenance that might serve
for the face of the traitor. Some years
passed before his search was rewarded
and the picture finally completed. As
the artist was about to dismiss the mis-
erable and degraded wreteh who had
hoeen his awful choice, the man looked up
at him and said: “*You have painted me
before,” Horrified and dumb with amaze-
ment, the painter learned that the man
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sinful life, and alas! how often has it methods of propaganda are honesty of
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but if free from sin, it is delightful and
sweet. Beware, then, of the one reasl
enemy in life—sin, that destroys soul and
body.

Just as the expression on a
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A Bad Practice.

“Criticism of the priest,”’ said an
Archbishop, “has a very detrimental
effect on the children who listen to the
same, It does not hurt the priest, who
zoes on attending to his duties regard-
less of praise or blame. It does hurt
| the faith of the young, who eannot dis-
associate the priest from the religion

————

PROTES'I:.:ANTMISSI\’)NS TO CATHOLICS

The efforts of the Catholie pastors of
Ontario to defend their people against
the proselytizing methods of certain
evangelizers in thatdistriet havearoused

the ire of The Canadian Baptist. It : . :
~ - w 2 preaches.” 2g@ o8 OAD.
raises the question: “Are Protestant hich he preaches.” These things can

. \ | not be repeated tc e » he
missions to Roman Catholies an A5 S ed too often for the - neflt
Insult ? ” of chroniec grumblers and fault-finders
% : . who make their priests e targe
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gl . 3 'isms. 1 ld s
employed by the Baptist, one might say ’ aying
in favor of our Catholie position that,

d the surrender of the soul. ;
face of Christ. Here is the story ofa | This is offensive to those whose only |

through life “nursing a grouch” against
the men who are devoting themselves

their spiritual interests, Trey lack the
warmth and enthusiasm of those who
appreciate the eclose sacramental re-
lations existing sen priest and
people. * Never speak ill of a priest,”
is a good old rule handed down from the
ages of faith, The honor of His priests
is dear to God, for it is closely wrapped
up with the honor of the religion which
the priest teaches.
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whose doetrines are evidently opposed
to the spirit of Christ and the voice
of history knows that a plain, oper
presentation of sueh doetrines must
fail among men of common sense. He
then tries the method of temptation,
He will first tempt the palate with
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