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sent instance are not ecelesiastical,
but but the
| favor of something indicative

muudane, movement in

|
and, if witoalism is desirable at

|
| P . . .
| a spiritual signification would be
[ I g
| appropriate  to a church than one
| 3 .
having a worldly meaning, even though

|
‘ ments.

| AN
| ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.
| A theory has In-un‘ advanced of late

't is true the vestments in the pre-

of the
| elerieal office indicates, all the same, a We have also St. Paul, three years
\ hankering a'ter a more elaborate ritual ; '

all, |

1eq for publication, a8 | the main purpsse should be to make a
naca ! i , |

| show of the preacher's scholastic attain- l “other of the Apostles I saw none.”

ABSURD THEORY OF THE
ABSURD THEORY : ui ! preach, yet he was known, for he had |

as head of the Church of God on earth,
that St. Paul's epistles are part of the
Scriptures, and therefore
thus:

“Our most dear brother Paul . . .
hath written to you, as also in all his
epistles . . . are some things hard
. to be understood, which the unlearned
and unstable wrest, as also the other
Seriptures, to their own perdition.”

inspired,

after his conversion, going ** to Jerusa-

lem to see Peter ;' no doubt to confer

many will believe that a ritual having ‘ with him regarding the gospel as he
more ‘ bad preached it.

In Jerusalem St. Paul saw Peter, and
field of operation
but he

also James, whose

wag in Jerusalem ; adds :
Gal. i, 19). This great Apostle adds

(
| 1
| here that throughout Judea he did not

peen heard of that ** he that persecuted

us in times
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THE DIVORCE LAW IN CHICAGO,

One of the nm;‘;‘ curious and at
the same time trivial reasons which we
have

have as yet noticed to

advanced in the divoree conrts, why an

paat 1 have re ad |

| from the beginning of the second, or the
|
| end of the first century.

centre of

| New York this theory is maintained

see for what

is set up

| and it is not difficult to
| purpose. St. Peter

different
;‘ latter; but St.

| altogether from that of the

Paul's theories
vailed, and thus the Christianity of the
derived from St. Paul

| present age is

who is called the Apostle of the Gen-

tiles, because, thougzh he

| ° 1 .
been | broaght out his system from the Jewish | Antioch.

| Jaw as its basis, he aimed

the present time, and as it has existed
I ’

infidelity in

against |

pre-

necessarily

| does mnot show any lack of fraternal
) 1 charity between St. Paul and St. Peter
\

and the Jewish converts, whom the

| In certain books emanating from the
|
| propagandist Mr. Weinstein

and so the theories of

| and the New York infidels fall to the
ground for want of foundation,

| In the same epistle (ii. 9) we are told

for pubhication should be | ¢4 payy 49 advoeating a Christianity | that ‘*James, and Cephas (that is Peter)

» | and John the right hand

of fellowship; that we should go to the

gave to me

» | Gentiles, and they to the eircumeision
, | (The Jews.)
Here we are reminded that DPaul

“ withstood Cephas to the face ' at

This text is the only foun-
{

at spreading | dation for the pretence of an opposi-

Cerinthian theory styled the Petrines, |

gerved in the Church if heterodox
beliets may be thus propounded to the
people with the implied approbation of
the Bishop, whose definite duty is
supposed to he to preserve the faith of
Christ without permitting it to be cor-
| rupted by the clergy at will.

If the Canon is at liberty to reject a
doctrine taught by two
there appears to be no reason why he

Evangelists,

should not be free to reject equally a
teaching which is delivered by any two
five writers of Holy
Scripture; and if these doctrines may

or even four or
thus be rejected at will, it must follow

that none of the Seriptural books are

truly inspired, or that they are the |

Word of God.

Is this the ending to which three and
a half centuries of religious reformation
| and an open Bible have brouzht the
people of England and their Church ?

—_— e e

HOME RULE.

It is pleasant to note the active and

earnest interest taken in the cause of

Home Rule by the Irish people of Can-

| ada; and indeed we might also claim

| that, besides Irishmen, there is a host

| of people of other wnationalities who
| sympathize with the people of the
| Kmerald Isle in their endeavor to ob-
| tain the blessings of Home Rule. The

meetings lately held in the larger cities,

| with the great Edward Blake as the |
| principal speaker, have been well

) | 1 g
| attended and contributions to the cause

have been most generous. The speeches

wnd others, will serve to create a new in-
terest in the cause of Irish Home Rule.
Indeed, from

present appearances

delivered by Mr. Blake, Mr. Devlin, |

we

It is stated in the gospels that only be-
lievers shall be baptized."

This is ‘evidently a reference to the
gospel of St. Mark xvi. 16: * He that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall
be condemned."’

There is no other Holy
Seripture resembling Rev. Mr. Ross's
that this is the only
Seriptural passage referred to in the

passage in

quotation, so

report of the sermon to show the sin-

| #nlypas of in

nt hantism, and if it does

not show this, that gentleman is utter-
ly without proof for his main thesis.

There are two conditions here laid

down on the fulfilment of which salva-
tion is promised—belief in Christ and

baptism—Dbut there is not one word tH

imply what Rev. Mr. Ross infers from
this text, namely, that actual belief
must precede baptism in the case of in-

fants.

If these
| applied to infants they will not only
that
but also that they

words are to be strictly

mean infants must not be bap-

tized, cannot be
saved at all, for they cannot have that
Rev.

quires from them, and the text tells us

| actual belief which Mr. Ross re-

that they who have not that belief
shall not be saved but shall be con-
| demned, This consequence the Rev.

that infant is born

| into this world, its life is pure and spot-

asserts wnen an

less . . . and it has no need of Bap-

tism."

Thus the rey. gentleman refutes his

own interpretation of the only text

which he can quote in favor of the

pompous theory which he so confident!y
he acknowledges

propounds, and which

to be repudiated by all other Christian

Mr. Ross expressly repudiates when he |

| congregations in his city, and even by

many of his own denomination.

As a matter of fact, which we interd

to prove below, his doetrine is a pure-

ly modern invention whi has no basis

| in Holy Seripture, and which

| Christian world to this d:

| with the exception of a faction withina

Church which is itsell but very

small fraction of Christianity.
Assuming Mr. Ross's theory to
be true, what mean the promises of

He built

bhe overcome by

Christ that the Church which

upon a rock shall not

1l the powers of hell ? that the gates of

hell shall not prevail against it What

means the comparison made by
Christ Himself, that His Chureh or
kingdom should be like the mustard

seed, the smallest of all seeds, in its be-

sinning, which should grow up to be a

application for a divorce should be | its fundawental principles among all | tion betweea the two Apostles. But | may hope that at no distant date the
eranted, was given recently in a nations, so as to give the nations a | St. Peter's fault was no more than ““a | people of Ireland will be enjoying the
hicazo court by Mrs. Philomene [ knowledge of God similar to that pos- | certain imprudence in withdrawing | game freedom of action as we do in Can-
m, a teacher in an Ei "lewood | sessed by the Jews. This knowlec himself from the table at which Gen-| 344 in the management of their local |
business colle | he propagated in the numerous coun- | tile converts sat,’”’ lest he should give | qfaips,
Mrs. Apj on told the court as her | tries and cities wherein he established | offence to his Jewish converts, as the ;
reason for the application : « T eould | Christian churches, without laying Gentiles were uncircumecised. St. | MGR. FALCONIO.
oot stand  his  vulgar spelling and down any obligaition to observe | Paul blamed him for this, for the Gen- ‘ A
wanners.'’ the practices of cireumcision, the many tiles might suppose therefrom that they | As will be seen by areport inanother
To substantiate her complaint she purifications preseribed in the books of | were bound to fulfil the Jewish rites, ¢ lumn, Mgr. Faleonio, Apostolic
lnced ovoral letters from her | Numbers and Loviticus, and through- | which was not the case. St. Peter ‘ D :legate to the United States, has been
husband, but the one which had | out the historical and prophetical books | mast have accepted the reprimand | ¥ ceived in the capital of that country
most effect upon the court was a|ol the Old Testament, the new moons | humbly and patiently, for the cordial | With every mark of esteem—indeed, we
reply to a letter from herself in which | and other holidays, and tne sicrificial | and loving commnendation which we | May Say of affection. The news of his
¢he had informed him that she could | rites of the law. To supply these, and | have already quot d regarding *‘our | beneficent work in Canada has gone
stand him no longer and would apply for | for the purpose of giving some sort ol dear brother Paul,”” and his epistles | before him, and it was therefore to be
a divorce. His answer was as follows : religious faith to those to whom he | was written many years after the expected that the ecclesiastical author-
“ I you want to get that it will | preached, and to keep up the religious | occurrence at Autioeh. itiesand the laity of the great American
be all rite with me if you can -.-|.|nl me | anthusiasm which Chr inspired during It is evident, therefore, that Sts. | Republie would extend toward the dis-
ten and i will let you oul i! YOU | 1is stay on earth, he used his supposed ‘ Peter and Paul tanght the same gospel, tinguished personage that warm greet-
will send moe what i want.  Don’t wail ” ; | A 5 . e A s e, s 2
send it this week. Send it soon. Ten ; authority to modify the teachings of | which had its origin from neither of “l—l"tl ‘\""‘"l‘ he is s BYILY regard a4
Ancer," Christ, and thus bronght forward the them, but from their Master, Christ. worthy. The Catholics of Canada will

is a nufl,
The juds

opinion with Mrs. Appleton that a man | grace, and even the Trinity, of which

who writes the pronoun I with a small
dottoed
is not a fit
and the decree was granted.

We eannot doubt that the

and a nuff for

consort for a sehool-maam,

loficiencies were perfectly well known | to make the Gentile converts conform
1 I J |

o tho wife when they were married, | to the rites and forms of the laws of bel t) Cl ' : Ui
S 5 & efore e warchmen’s nion on
wnd even if the eause of separation Moses as a condition of their becoming . . 3
A . October 29th, in which he said that
night be regarded as sullicient, if therve | Christians. | d 2 x .
L ) A ” . .« . |the question ot the vigginity of |
vl been invineible ignorance ol+ the By this theory the enemies of Chris- M fabid ot ) ) { t
: . Mary should not be taken in# accoun
vage on her side, 1t should have to be | tianity have hoped to weaken the A . ¢ Ol & t \
& : b g as a doctrine o iristianity ecause
said that she condoned his defect of hold which Christianity has upon t : St Mattl 4 LS /
X % N . 2 8 3 A excep n o, atthew and ot.
education by marrying him nobwith- | the world, for if Christian teaching L0} : t1 TR B M ¢ t
. P . g y ’ ke, the virginal birth of Jesus is no
standinge such defeet, and the decree | i3 merely of St. Paul's invention k ¢ o=
i . X G : mentioned in the New Testament. He
hould not have been granted. and not the teaching of Christ or God

the

y may presume, however, that

know

vn State at least, and that his judg

ment was in accordance with it. But
the case shows that all pretence that
marriage is a permanent bond'disappears
with this decision. Surely the pretence

An no longer be kept up among Protest-

wnts who have made such laws that
dore is anything sacred in the marsiage
sites or obligations. On what pretext,
10l < the clergy lay elaim to any
sicht to perform the marriage ceremony

in any case, il it is thus to be removed

from ull subjection to the divine law

wid indis-
God

man

Lid down for its permanency
¢ What

wylnbility, ~uch as

od togother, lot no
ssunder 2"
UTUALISM IN UNEXPECTED
PLACES.

The official board of the Dominion
Wethodist Church at Ottawa, by a vote
{ 17 to 7, recently requested Dr. Rose,
sheir pastor, to wear a professor’s or
seacher

The
Ladies' Aid Society of the « hurch has

g gown in

preaching.
roreed to furnish the gown. There is
yome opposition to the decision, but it is

ot expected that it will be strongly per

sovered in.  The opposition are afraid
| the movement may result similarly
the Ritualism in he  Anglican

harch, which has divided A

ato two bitterly opposite fac ions «f
tligh and Low Churel

No denomination has been more
astile than the Methodists to the usc

1 ccelesiastical vestments in

heir Churches, on the gr yund  that

caleulated to

forms and ceremonies are
turn the mind from the spirituality of
ligion, and thus to materialize the

vorship of God.

1t would not be much of a surprise if
were raised by the anti-
the Church

she alarm

situalists that is being

Romanized, as was done in an Anglican

Lhurch

v geomed to be of the same

husband’s |

the spirit of the laws in his |

hath |
put

himself was the author, and which were

enough | entirely unknown to the other Apostles.

I'hese was, according to this

theory, a constant op wosition hetween

made man, it loses the whole ol its power

over mankind, and becomes

more than a school of inconsistent phil

theories of the atonement, the power of

Peter and Paul, whereas Peter desired

TEACHING.

A sensational address which caused

same

much excitement among the people,
and indignation among the eclergy,

was delivered by the Rev. W, I. Free

mantle, Dean of Ripon, England,

ment miracles, such as the resurre

His

nothing

1 of Christ,

dead

raising of the
to life, ete.

Dr. Boyd Carpenter, found it necessary |

1

osophy ol no greater weight than that
! of the Platonists, Stoics, or Epicar

wis. 1t ceases to be that faith whiel
¢ y down from heaven and whicl

therefore eommands our respect, obedi

and unhesit

him, on behalf of

simple-hearted Christians, to reiterate

enee, wting  belief in its it : o Ry
his belief in the Creed of the Church.
truth. Y :
: . Such a statement, your friends and
\ prominent gentleman of California, g o i
| many hearts are looking for with

a Jew named Mr. Weinstock, has re

cently issued a book whieh, professing
t) give a philosophical turn to Christ's

toaching, renews the errors of the New

York
strange to say he does not deseribe St
Paul as an impostor, which he woulc
be if Mr. Weinstock's

true, but he says of this

theory were

“ Paul began a missionary work that

in time revolutionized the religious
| spirit of the world, and which is

| destined to continue movi

long as civilization shall stand.”

These rvidiculous theories of

original Pauline and Petrine seets o

Christians have no basis either ir

Seriptare, tradition, or history.
are purely fantastic imaginings whiel
date as far back as the days of the Cer
inthians and Nazarenes of the seconc
and first centuries.

These sectaries, and especially the
Cerinthians, entertained even a hatrec
of the epistles of St.

IPaul, because o

of Christianity from Jewish ceremonia

laws,
There was

no opposition betweer

Sts, Peter and Paul, for they preached

the same gospel, and

lives for Christ together in Rome or

the same day.
Their mutual affection is evident fron

what eazh one of these says of theother

in their respective epistles,

St. Peter, who pronounces (in 2 Pet

20-21) that propheey (of Seripture) is

the speech *‘of holy men of God in

in the same city a few years | spired by the Holy Ghost,” pronounces

infidels as deseribed above ; yet

at Apostle:

onward as

the

They |

hiis Apostledeclaring the independence | of

laid down their

auxiety.

The Dean, in his reply to this letter,
the

declares emphatically

ignores controversial

*“ his beliel in

1|

3

sincerity in reciting the Creed."”
As the Creed declares as positively
as the Holy Seripture itself the birth

of Christ from a virgin, it might seem

at first glance that the Canon's views

are orthodox : but it is quite well under-

stood that he is as dubious as ever re-

garding the miracle of Ch

t's virginal

birth, and the other miracles related in

U] Holy Seripture, and that hisdeclaration

1| of belief in the Creed was made with a
| mental reservation in regard to the
U yirginal birth. The most surprising

l

part of the case is that the Bishop did
| not require a specific deelaration of be-

lief in the doctrine specially denied, and

1
{

in the miracles recorded in Holy Writ,
We are forced to the conclusion that he
has no authority to insist upon a plain act
Il the most positive
Writ and of

| such authority, that he considers it of

teachings of

Holy

the Church; or, if he has

trines be denied or not, whereas that
1 authority is not exercised.

What is the use of having a hypothe-
1| tieal

* historic episcopate ' if this is

the way they are to ** rule the Church
of God "'as it is stated in Acts xx. 28,
« | they ought to do?

1t will be a puzzle to straightforward
how ‘' the faith

delivered to the Saints ' is to be pre-

- | Christians once

)

also expressed doubt of the New Testa- |

The Bishop of Ripon, the Right Rev.

to write a letter to the Dean imploring

many devout and

points, but |

the :\l\\wllh- deity of Christ, and his |

faith from his elergy in regard to |

little importance whether these doe- |

wateh his career with interest. They

have been given many reasons

-not sole¢ of the exalted

| him y becat

| position he occupied, bat likewise be-

cause of his gracious personalit) and his

All
Church are equally dear to him, and it

kindly heart. the children of the

| is therefore no surprise that the affec-

tion entertained in his regard is univer-
sal.

INFANT BAPTISM.

The subject of a sermon delivered in

a Baptist Church of
Rev. J. J.
Sin of Infant Baptism."

The

Chatham by

preacher announced that

¢ hit many of his own congregation,

| as well as the other congregations of the

city, and that in fact he had been asked

and advised by membersof his own con-

not speak of it : but after deep thought

and study he has arrived at the belief |

that * infant baptism is a sin,”” and he

sofesse N y OV h e § |
professed to be able to prove through | Cppist and His Apostles mere baffoons

biblical references that what he said is
| true.

He admitted that some Baptists do not
agree with himin this belief, and stated
| that those who uphold infant baptism
the Christ :  ** Suffer
i little ehildren to come unto Me.””  The
state that he denied
that this passage is inapplicable to the

quote words of

report does not

did so, for immediately afterward he is

to baptize a child either by sprinkling
or immersion, it is also right for them
to take Sacrament. No say
that it is rizht for children to be al-
lowed t» take Sacrament, and if we
reject one, we must reject the other.”

We the
the sermon that ** throughout it

one will

are told by
from an argumentative standpoint, and

| for each statement which he
he produced biblical references to sup-
| port his belief.

| biblical

There is only a single

reference in his sermon as

that we are unable to say on what

We
proof  of
We will
the

tion. know,
valid

given.

however,
the kind

therefore

can be
say a
words on one passage to which
he does refer as a proof of his position,
will state

olie position on the subjeet.

after which we

The Rev. Mr. Rosssays, according to

the report :

“ He thought that a child should not
be baptized until he or she was old en-
ough to realize the meaning of Baptism,

for loving

the

Ross, the pastor, was ‘‘the

the
teaching he proposed to deliver would

gregation to leave the subject alone and |

case, but it is to be presumed that he |

reported as having said: ** Ifit is right

reporter of
was |

made |

reported to sustain his teaching, so |

|

| A

| grounds beyond this he made the asser-
|

that no

few

the Cath-

tree, ** greater than any herbs, so that
the and dwell
(St. Matt.

prophecy

birds of the air come
in the branches thereof ? "
iii. $2.) What
ol Isaias, whigh
of the Protestant
| Bible admit to be
Christ’s kingdom or Chureh :

““ And it shall ecome to pass in the
last days that the moantain of the Lord’s
house shall be established in the top of
the wmountain, and shall be exalted
above the hill, and all nations shall flow
unto it. And many people shall go and
say, Come ye and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob ; and He will teach us of
His ways, and we will walk in His paths;
for out of Zionshall go forth the law, and
the word of the Lord from .

(Is. ii. 2, 3.)

X

the

le means

even the translators

version of the

a prediction of

rusalem 2"’

Does the Rev. Mr. Ross's fraction of a
Church, never before heard of, which

Muncer and Storek invented in Germany

in 15 the

, by ripping and patehing
teachings of Luther, alone possess the
““faith once delivered to the Saints "' by
Christ Himself ?

To assert

that this is the case makes

and impostors when they assert thab

:Yh.\ Chureh which Chreist established
must be heard under penalty that they
who disobey must be regarded as ** the
heathen and the publican’ because
they listen not to the voiea of ‘* the
Church of the living God which is the

pillar and ground of Trath.'” (St. Matt.

| xviii. 17. 1 Tim. iii. 15.)
According to the Baptist Year

Book for 1872 the total number of Bap-

itists\ in the United States and Brit-
lish Ameriea was then 1,057,449,
‘ (Appleton’s Cyclopedia). The number
|

| in England, Germany, Switzerland, and
other countries might perhaps multiply
\this by three, but when we consider
| that the different sects into which
'; theseare divided are numerous, such as
| Tunkers or Tumblers, Hook and Eye
[ and Suspender Mennonites, S;\hhn(:;r»
ian or Seventh

ular, Gene

, and Close

|
| and Open
\‘ Communionists,

it will be a liberal
allowance if

we suppose that the
Rev. Mr. Ross's sect has one and
{a half million of adherents, We
|do not know exactly to which
| of the many sects of the Baptists

s, but allov

he belong

g again that his
one orviginated in 1523, we
| should have, by well known mathemat-
| ical methods, the total number of Bap-
tists of that sect who have ever lived to
be approximately less than fifty seven
and a half million, whereas the total
number of Christians must have been
over twenty six thousand six hundred
and nineteen millions since the time of
Carist.

peculiar

Day Baptists, Partic- |

| subject

\
1t is surely a new example of {he

who would make itselfl an ox i, size
when the Rev. Mr. Ross claims that i“i
and his modern sect have alope I.:-'-.;
successful in interpreting the teachingg
of Christ in regard to the bapti G
infants,

What, then, is the real meaniy, of
the passage of St. Mark's Gospel v
we have had under consideratio »

frog

st of

el

The words are addressed by (1),

His A

Y st to
postles just before His Asee N
L wan wel 9. ¢ :
them on the manner in which (i« "

1 \re
to fulfil their mission. They are sy "
tical words referring to the whole 1o
ol instructions whieh He had give
while He was with them, and in |

15-24, and St. Luke I

gospel xxi, 3

John xxi.

90, and in the Acts of
Apostles i, 2

relate much mor
Christ spoke to them on this ocey

St. Mark informs usin this
discourse, that Christ told His A
the

ynoptical
‘[, leg
to ¢ preach gospel  to ey
creature.”’
that this

chielly but especially for adults, 't

He certainly did not
preaching was for inf
least for those who were able t
stand.
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