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i of the present ses- 
ish Parliament the 
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9 demand of the
>r an opportunity to 
nt situation in their 
where the constitu- 
i, and several mem- 
nt have been impri- 
labor for denoun- 

of misrule which ex- 
the land. Mr. Bal- 
' announce that, in 
Education Bill, one 

i which the House 
l upon to consider 
nstruction of a rail- 
This brought forth 

Ür. T. P. O’Uonnor, 
that as the Govern
ed the voice of the 
Ireland, at least in 
urt of appeal their 
be heard.
le an ironical speech 
led news recently al
ly. He said he rose 
of saying a few 

bject of the Uganda 
l laughter). Speak- 
of Uganda (renewed 
ished to thank the 
a great measure of 
rhich he was sure 
i to Kerry and balm 
(laughter), namely, 
penditure on that 
ge amount of public 
taking up the time 
th regard to a pro
scription. We could 
ring the Government 
il to spend time and 
inhabitants of that 

lected island, (houd 
da was a place 
been foremost in his 
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it up to love and 
t it was now a con- 
that long-neglected 
it length have won 
pprobation of the 
of England to such 
le was prepared, at 
stringency, and when 
•ill for England was 
i passion, to give 
that country the 

a large portion of 
House of Commons 
rhere must be some 
flattering attention

it was a perfectly 
f. (Loud laughter).
administration was 

the most pure-souled 
the British Empire 

jaw and order there 
l regularity of which 
ample in this coun- 
t was that the Brit- 
Airned aside from 
ich as the affairs of 
gland, of Scotland, 
d devoted itself with 
e interests of the 
at afflicted area, 
w as the right hon- 
n opposite was to 
me Minister, he had 
to the Empire at 
ild redound through 
ough Canada and 
(land and kingdom, 
isorbed by England 
however much this 
ht have its hands 
a nigger, a painted 
ithen roaming m the 
had a tear for you 
(loud laughter), and 
xosity he would be 
>eal to the Chancol- 
quer to pour out the 
1 for the benefit of 
nd dejected savage, 
ibers had long gloi- 
uction of their '»'vn 
ause where, in Ire- 
thin the walls of no 

could they imagine 
•edness, such altru- 

own country waa 
illing and throbbing 
emotion as to turn 

mplate the condition 
of Uganda? (l.aubh‘ 
was that in future 
he had always hit 

,f Commons wou’d 
ng ethereal and en- 
;y would go back to 
:ry with these glori- 
, «ri,.ninies tliat K(-r- 

C-mnnught 
• at least that 

a watelilul 
of Uganda.

«• when Almighty God un- 
; ; folds His Boll of Honor, in
• • highest place thereon will be 
;; found, not the mighty war- 
;» riors whose laurels are red-

dened with innocent blood;
! I not the kings of the earth 
j ; whose thrones are builded on 
\ ! the bones of murdered men;
• • not they who have been the 
!! cynosure of men's eyes be

cause of their skill, or gifts, 
or amassed wealth; but in ^ , 
first place, in golden letters, 
will be recorded the names 
of those who have helped 
their fellowmen; who have

;; reached down and lifted up 
the lowly; who have brought 

\ | peace and happiness into the 
« » world; who have taught men 

how to lead better lives “ 
how to reverence themselves. 
Among these heroes of God, 
in highest place, in most 
brilliant letters, stands the 
name of Theobald Mathew.
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would be effective? Religion? Alas! 
how could religion be utilized in re
gard to men and women steeped in 
drunkenness? Ah! he knew too well 
that holy things mean nothing to 
those whose spiritual sense is dulled 
by the effects of strong drink. Mod
eration? Moderation would be ab
surd advice to give to a nation 
that can be moderate in nothing.

The light was just beginning to 
break! Among those with whom

There is no need, I am sure, for 
®c to go into details in speaking of 
the life of Father Mathew. They are 
familiar to you all. You know it 
Was not until his forty-eighth year, 
and the twenty-fifth of his priest
hood, that he began his great work 
of preaching total abstinence ? from 
strong drink. But all those years 
were an unconscious preparation for 
his work; throughout each of them 
God was framing and shaping his 
life and character for the destiny in 
store for him. Father Mathew was 
gifted with a tender heart, easily 
moved at sight of suffering; with a 
generous purse, that was ever ready 
to empty itself to relieve the miser
ies of others. His zeal in his priest
ly duties had made him marked in a 
nation of zealous priests. His un
tiring work in the confessional — 
which he often entered nt five 
o'clock in the morning—had drawn 
to him sinners and saints alike. His 
heroic labors during the cholera 
plague of 1832 had won for him the 
esteem and admiration of all sort? 
and conditions of men. ^fhe success 
of the industrial schools, founded 
and maintained by his personal ef
forts, had caused his name to be 
known throughout the land. So, 
when the psychological moment ar
rived, when God called him to his 
great work, he was well equipped 
to be a leader of men. Here was 
no raw recruit seeking experience in 
a new field; no ambitious man de
siring reputation and emolument. 
Father Mathew's reputation was al
ready established; he was ripe in 
years, rich in experiences; his work 
was to be among the lowly of the 
lowly, and no material reward could 
be hoped for in compensation. Self
less and self-sacrificing he had al
ways been, nnd so when he saw the 
Light he followed it. In reading his 
life we are struck with wonder that 
he waited so long. As a priest he. 
had been familiar, as all priests are, 
with the ruin and misery, that fol
low in the wake of strong drink. He 
had seen the need of a remedy, as 
others saw it; yet he, as well as 
they, hesitated to apply that rem
edy. It is an awful commentary on 
the public sentiment or the t*1™58 
that such a man as Tather Mathew 
wfcs should have waited so long. He 
had been a priest for twenty years 
when the providence of t>od gave 
him as a duty the charge of the 
Public Alms-house in the city of 
Cork. Here he was face to face with 
the very flotsam and jetsam of lives 
wrecked by strong drink ; hopes 
«rushed, brightest intellects blotted 
«ut; manly honor and womanly pur- 
'ty dragged In the mire; rights of 
PdrentB. rights of children, forgotten 
aad neglected; marital rights made a 

ijv.»<*kery and .a. 
t'e tender 

this asylum of 
** *0 be able 
Ueve it, to 
•vil which he 
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father Theobald mathew.
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Father Mathew Shared his work in 
the poor-house was a certain Wil
liam Martin, a member of the So
ciety of Friends. This man, with 
some others, had long been engaged 
in preaching and practising total 
abstinence from strong drink. Heart
breaking failure had attended their 
efforts to spread the movement. 
They and the few converts they had 
made were looked upon as eccentrics 
of the worst sort preaching an in
sane gospel. With envious eyes Mar
tin watched Father Mathew. He 
knew what a tower or strength the 
priest would bo to them in their 
work, for they were separated by re
ligion from the bulk of the people 
who most needed the reform. Again 
and again *he besought Father Mat
hew to join with them in the crus
ade and yet he hesitated! Day aft Jr 
day, week after week, and through 
many weary months, the zealous 
priest tortured his soul, seeking an 
answer to his question. His own 
common sense told him that the on
ly effective remedy against the evil 
of drink must be total abstinence ; 
he knew, too, that if his preaching 
were to be effective he would have to 
lead the way, that he would have to 
practise what he preached. The 
words of William Martin haunted 
hint : “O Theobald Mathew, thou 
couldst do much good with these; 
people!"

At length the grace of 
God triumphed in Father 
Mathew's heart. He saw the 
Light and followed it! On 
that night, memorable and 
historic, of April 10, 1888, 
in the school room in Cove 
street—against the granite 
wall of public opinion; a- 
gainat the might and 
strength of the liquor-traffle 
that was wound and twined 
about the heart of the ec
clesiastical and social and 
civil life of the nation; ,a- 
gainst the interests of his 
own family: against the host 
of friends who had been his 
help in other good works,— 
against all these, for the 
love of God and hie fellow- 
man, the die was cast Y 
Here goes, in the name of 
God." said Father Mathew, 
and he signed the total ab
stinence pledge! That he 
acted in God's name, and 
that God was with him, the 
success of his mission abun
dantly proves.
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once taken the step his whole Lean | the demon of drink in America beg.
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ged that Mathew would come to
His experiences in the priesthood 
furnished himl with a wealth or texts 
—yea, they tfiat heard him 
themselves texts—for impressing his 
teachings. His reputation and posi
tion added weight to his words, and 
his own wonderful personal magnet
ism made converts of all who heard 
him. Cove street became a place of 
pilgrimage. All day and far into 
the night he was besieged by anx
ious proselytes who wished to take 
the pledge, and reluctant victims 
were dragged there by solicitous 
friends for the same purpose. 
Throughout the city meetings were 
held, and with such success that in 
three months 26,000 persons had 
pledged themselves; in six months 
the number reached 121,000, while 
in December, at the end of the year, 
166,000 men and women had ranged 
themselves under the banner of to
tal abstinence. The effect of this 
army of the reformed was soon ap
parent in the numbers of well and 
comfortably dressed men and wo
men and children that filled the 
streets of the city. Workmen went 
about their labors undeterred by the 
periodic spree, tradesmen rejoiced, 
and the traffickers in strong drink 
saw their occupation fast going from 
them. The reports of this wonderful 
change soon spread throughout Ire
land, and Mathew was besought from 
all quarters to come and preach his 
doctrine here, and preach it there. 
Then began that astonishing crusade 
that has excited the wonder of nl! 
times, and that reads like fiction. 
To the North, to the South, to the 
East, and to the- West went this 
great Apostle of temperance. Every
where was he received with ovation 
by all classes and by members of all 
denominations. Everywhere men 
and women flocked to listen to the 
persuasive eloquence of his earnest 
words, and with such effect that the 
success of the movement became a 
national one. In 1840, 2,000,000
persons pledged themselves, and ii 
1842 the number increased to 4,000,- 
000—that is to say, one-half the 
population of Ireland!

them and give them the strength of 
his strong right aim. He came. For 
more than two years he ’ travelled 
from city to city in our land preach
ing £is saving crusade. He adminis
tered the pledge to 600,000 persons. 
Everywhere was he greeted as the 
public benefactcr he was. Both 
branches of Congress gave him the 
liberty of the House, a privilege he 
shared with Lafayette, the only I wo 
aliens who were ever so honored.

In 1851 Father Mathew returned 
to Ireland. But he went back thev 
a broken-down man. His robust 
health had at last given way before 
the superhuman tax he had imposed 
on it. The remaining five years of 
his life were spent in futile efforts 
to regain his strength. Desultory 
speeches were made, the pledge was 
administered to those who sought 
him; but he was spent. The i;ea1h 
that came to this great Apostle of 
temperance on the 8th of December, 
1856, was the death of a martyr, 
and he went to the reward that God 
holds for His saints.

the fruits of his mission; but 
as the unfruitful wind and

juat [ tutions o 1 charity, arc filled with thé 
j results of drinking that was once 

bear fruitful seeds to distant pwrts, ’ moderate.

of Father 
howevi-r, to 
weariness of

the intelligence 
e city that Fa- 

j himself 
l formed a

Crowds
see and

No wonder Father Mathew was re
garded as a saint, and that the peo
ple brought their sick to him to be 
healed ! Whether or not we wish to 
admit that the cures which followed 
his blessings were or were not mir
acles (he himself 'Constantly protest
ed that he had no healing power), 
there were the open, evident, palpa
ble miracles that cannot be gain
said. What greater miracle can he 
wrought than the transformation of 
a sot and brute into a respectable 
and self-respecting citizen? Or the 
conversion of a slattern and drunken 
woman into the happy wife and mo
ther of a rejoicing family? Or the 
changing of a den of sin into a pro
sperous household? And yet these 
miracles Father Mathew wrought, 
through his total abstinence pledge, 
so frequently that they became com
monplace.

That the total abstinence pledge 
was taken in no more fit of enthusi
asm, through no mere sentiment, is 
proved by the substantial, ^practical 
change in the lives qf those who 
pledged themselves. The result of 
this change was soon apparent in 
the increased prosperity of the coun
try. In 1840 the excise duty on 
spirits in Ireland had been retraced 
one million pounds stterling ($5,- 
000,000); while in 1843 the quantity 
of liquor on which duty was paid 
was one-half that on which duty 
had been paid in 1839. On the ether 
hand, in the same year the customs 
receipts on tea and sugar increased 
ten per cent. In 1840, in the House 
of Lords, the Marquis of Westmeath 
asked a question concerning a pro
clamation published by the. then 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in which 
it was stated that "His ^Excellency 
bears willing and grateful testimony 
to the benefit whicn the temperance 
pledge has conferred upon Ireland, 
in the Improved habits of the peo
ple and the diminution of outrage.” 
This statement called forth the high
est praise of Father Mathew and his 
work from those who loved him not, 
nor his people.

The improved condition of Irelind 
attracted the attention of Eu
rope. Men were amazed at the re-

_' ’ From; over
11- v.-- A A+iantic came a cry as

of old. The brave
irhtiyW*:.
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The physical collapse 
Mathew was not due, 
bodily ailments alone; 
soul and keen mental anxiety hod 
much to do with it. Like all great 
men, he had enemies. Like an refoi- 
mers, he was thoroughly hated; a; d 
as his reform struck at the sensual 
gratification of men and at the fin
ancial interests of a great power he 
was hated with intensest hatred. 
Malicious calumnies were ciiculatrd 
about him. He was reputed to Pa't 
grown wealthy from the sale of tem
perance medals; and when he was 
arrested for debt, and it was sh >vn 
that he had given away hundreds of 
thousands of these medals, thnè in
stead of gaining wealth he had ac
tually impoverished himself, then the 
charge of improvidence was used as 
a weapon against him. It is due to 
his memory to state that, liy mrnrs 

‘of the pension of fifteen l.urdred 
dollars a* year granted him by the 
English Government in 1847, he was 
enabled to pay the debts he had 
contracted because of his munificent 
charity to the poor. The grant of 
this pension to Father Mathew js 
the one fair spot in the record of 
England's relations to Ireland! The 
scandals against him were not, how
ever, the only things that wounded 
the heart of this zeutoue Apostle. 
They who should have stood should
er to shoulder with him in his bat
tle against strong drink, either git\e 
him but half-hearted encouragement 
or ranged themselves, openly or se
cretly, with his enemies. He lived 
to see his work almost undone by 
the terrible typhus fever plague of 
'45 and '46; and by the still more 
dreadful famine of the years that 
followed. Then men and woiuim, 
crazed by hunger and with no food 
to allay it, turned to strong drink 
that they might forget their misery 
He lived to see the floodgates of 
emigration open nnd his people scat

where they ripen and bear fruit, 
the Irish people are and have lioen 
the messengers of Father Mathew's 
spirit to those who put it into prac
tice. To us the good priest amt his 
work are a memory; to most of us 
but a history; and yet his spirit has 
come to us, and his work is our 
work. He was the Apostle proaeh-

FATHER MATHEW’S GRAVE.
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ing a new doctrine; we are the pro
fessed followers of that doctrine. He 
was the pioneer blazing the way 
through the rugged forests of pre
judice and hate; we are the slicens
ors who must make the way a bro-td 
and travelled highway!

What a glorious legacy is this mis 
sion that he has left to us? Though 
our battle must be none the' less 
earnest, yet our tusk is not so diffi
cult as was his arid that of his im
mediate followers. Public sentiment 
has changed much since Mathew's 
day; then drunkenness was condoned 
as a fault rather than condemned as 
a crime. A man overcome by drinK 
was an object of pity rather than a 
mark of scorn. The ability to ab
sorb vast quantities of liquor was 
considered a commendable thing. 
Men were ruined, lives were blast ;»!, 
the best qualities of soul and body 
wi re destroyed, the innocent suffered 
then ns now; but all these were con
sidered as accidental things ana not 
to be traced to drink; or if so, that 
they were unavoidable and unpreven- 
tible. Mathew changed all that. lie 
taught and proved that these mis
fortunes could he remedied, could be 
prevented by total abstinence. The 
world is wiser to-day. * The test of a 
man’s intellect is no longer the* 
quamtity of liquor he can consume. 
Intoxication is no longer considered 
a necessary complement to hospital
ity. Business competition is so 
strong that every ounce of gray mat

tered to the ends of the earth, where ter must be serviceable at all tim^s
new environment made them forget 
their pledge. Of the countless num
ber pledged most, indeed, did nit. 
remain faithful. "And some fell up
on rocky ground, and having no 
moisture (when the enthusiasm pass
ed) withered away." But, thank 
God! there was the "other some 
that fell upon good soil and 
brought forth fruit a hundred fold.’ 
The energy and zeal of the faithful 
ones compensated for the defection 
of the many. Mathew's work did not 
die away! His mission never failed 
and never will fail! At time» tl.e 
spirit has burned low, but again and 
again in unexpected places it has 
flashed out in a mighty conflagra
tion that has purified the world. 
This spirit lives and will live whilst 
burns in man’s, breast love for his 
fellow-man. Mathew gave an object- 
lesson to the world that can never 
be forgotten. He taught the great 

of self-control practically 
when he reclaimed a nation. Had 
they to whom Mathew looked for 

•Uaboration helped his work by or 
ganization, the history of total ab
stinence would have been a different 
story. He had no success?*"» r.o 
great

if one would hope for success in pro
fession or business; and the man 
who handicaps himself by strong 
drink is left far behind in the strug
gle of life. It is a survival of the 
fittest, and he is the fittest who has 
the use of his brains. Total abstin
ence as a necessary qualification.

In so much is oiir opposition to 
the drink habit made easier. Never
theless our contest is a great and 
mighty one, calling for all uur 
strength. While brutal excesses are 
not so, common, statistics show that 
the per capita consumption of strong 
drink has increased appallingly. A 
walk through any populous portion 
of the cifiy will convince one that 
public opinion in the matter of ex
cess does not influence an cm»9;s. 
Moderate drinking so-called is the 
«uil of the day and the enemy upon 
which we should centre our forces. 
Moderation spells excess, and the 
moderate drinker walks the slippery 
brink of the precipice, fettered by a 
habit that makes him helpiees a- 
gainst a fall over the edge. Science 
teaches us that the so-called modor- 
“t« drinker i. abaorbtog poison into 

renders 
any

Common sense shows 
i clearly that total abstinence is ihe 
only safe cure and prevention. Wis
dom crieth aloud all this; and yP1, 
as in the days of the prophets, "No 
man regardeth. her. ”

Oh, we are a Gedeon’s band n- 
gainst the strength of the Philis
tines; but God is with us and we 
shall succeed. See the helps we 
have. Mathew died broken-hearted 
for lack of aid; in our day .many of 
the brightest members of the hierar
chy are with us in all their mighiy 
power. Hundreds of the clergy a»o 
followers of Father Mathew in the 
paths of total abstinence. The young
er clergy more than ever are devot
ed to this glorious cause, and thou
sands of earnest men and women 
are consecrated by the pledge of 
total abstinence to the movement 
that did so much under Father Mat
hew’s inspiration. Above all we have 
truth and sincerity, and the sympa
thy of all who wish well to their feb 
low-man. In union there is strength; 
hence by increasing the membership 
af our local societies we shall attain 
success.
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The time is ripe for a new 
crusade, the beginning of 
the twentieth century. 
Would to God another Mat
hew would rise up here in 
this fair land of America!

In this country we spent two years 
ago for drink $1,266,000,000. The 
withdrawal of it ftom the liquor 
traffic would have decreased the ex
penses of our law courts, our pri
sons, our insane asylums, vour refor
matories, our orphan asylums — 
would have made our country pros
perous. Oh, what it would mean to 
the Church at large if we twelve 
million Catholics were total abstain
ers! What an influence on the life 
of our nation! What an object les
son to the rest of men! God grant 
that the day will soon dawn when 
Theobald Mathew from his home am
ong the saints will look down upon 
us a sober nation!

The time to start another Father 
Mathew crusade is nt hand. Among 
all the temperance organizations out
side the Church the work has been 
started. 5,000,000 pledges will be 
distributed this winter seeking sig
nature. On each of us rests the re
sponsibility of doing something. With 
Father Mathew, let us say, "Here 
goes, in the name of God." With 
personal consecration let us go forth 
to battle.

"To the Church of God 
for deliverance.

we look

"Most significant was the remark 
made by the chairman of a State 
Liquor Dealers’ Association in his 
annual address, ‘The churches can 
down us any day if they will, and 
they know it.' This declaration 
ought to have rung throughout the 
nation, like a blast from Gabriel’s 
trumpet, summoning God’s militant 
hosts to an immediate united life 
and death struggle with the monster 
tyrant.

"If Peter the Hermit could, eight 
centuries ago, by picturing what he 
saw in Jerusalem, have so stirred 
the multitudes of Europe that 1,- 
000,000 persons, high and low, 
prince and peasant, marched in the 
first crusade, and no less than 6,- 
000,000 persons laid down their 
lives in that and the subsequent 
crusades, marching under the cross 
and shouting out their battle-cry, 
‘God wills It, God wills it!’ should 
not a knowledge of the facts, which 
all see and know, of the doings of 
strong,drink, the evidences of which 
are to be found in the prison, the
---------jyly.jym, -•-••W'*

wlare 'God will* 
- 1 —iisade ;-L- 
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