———,

RRa gL I,

R

PAGE BIX

L

WERSTBRN CLARION

Scabbery and Unionism
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The eternal rv between this class of union
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Perhaps he I o much to blame after all

Let us hope that for the sake of the reputation and
Lonour of humani-v that he does not realize the 1m
port of his actions; thai he thinks in the terms of
the last eentury when his forefather usinz his own
tools worked as an individual and had a right to
dispose of his labour-power in any manner he chose
To such let us be kindly-disposed, and demonstrate
to his satisfaetion that he is an instance of atavism
and that

It may be that he helps in furthering human
evolution, but his efforts can only be compared to

his ideals are gradually becom'ng extinet

a erawling inse-t that in ‘rying to satisfy the needs
of its stomach, pinches man and forees him to con-
sider that his condition is not such as it ought to
be

But this is not all for which he is responsible,

since a final victory of scabbery over unionism would
ean that there could be only one obvious culmin-
n to the ever-dwindling standard of living: it
1d sink to the lowest possible ebb consistent
h the merest existence
he strike-breaker therefore not only covers his
me with obloquy, but he is battling for a system

that wounld presently land millions of the indus-
“ial proletariat in a condition of penury that ob-
ns to a large extent in India today, where ac-

cording to the Rev. D. M. Rose of Kangra, India,
ho made the following statement to the Vancouver
members of the Women’s Canadian Club on March
““Eighty

have no in:ierests outside

1921 the conditions are as follows
ent of the people
their farms: there is wealth’” Mr. Rose continued,
ihe mass of the peaple have to eke a mere ex
nce frem the land. The curb of wealth de
scends abruptly to poverty An average family
s on $75.00 per annum’’; to which we might add
21 that means $6.25 per month, and a dearth of
everything that goes to make a man fitted for world
itizenship and therefore, under favourable eircum
<tances. a tool of those war-lords belonging to any
ore of the great powers, that have often proved a
menace to the existenee of eivilized society
Compare this condition with that of the youth-
Maharaja of Cooch Behar whose picture, with
this informa‘ion underneath, appeared 1n the Fam-
iy Herald and Weekly Star for November 28th
last. This seion of a royal house 1s seven years
old and receives an income of $150,000 per month,
a sum sufficient to support 24,000 families, or allow-
ing an average membership of four ro each family,
population of 96,000 people
Usually the possession of such an income 18 de
fended on the ground that 1t 18 a fair recompense

for brain-power, but here there can be no such ex-

cuse for.an infant of seven who by the time he 18
twenty-one will have _whether a genius or an idiot,

saved. squandered, or used up the colossal sum of

€25 200,000, while the average ipcome of one of his
‘s in that tiime, according to the figures quot

subjec
It is hardly possible

ed above, amounts to $1050.00
that the most ardent capitalist desires to see such
conditions develop; nevertheless that does not help

the case at all since sentiment 1S powerless in this

instance.

Whether we like it or not, the inexorable laws
of competition force drastic action amongst the
combatants, action that 18 of supreme 1mportance 1
sharpening the wits of the race

Let us hope that the ‘‘scab’ environed by all
the appurtenances of strike conditions will receive
a mental shock sufficient to make him realize his
irue position

When: that happens he will become a valuable
acqnisition to the great labour-union army.

Let us hope that the tume 1s not far distant when
2 world awakened to a sense of its responsibilities
will leave no pretext for the presence of dehuman
izing ““scabbery’’ and that the time will soon be
here when the unions of the world of all deserip-
tions, amalgamated by necessity, siall materialize
the dreams of the prophets, poets, and sages of his-
tory in the ‘‘Federation of the World, The Par
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crisis in the finding of markets. Unemployment
grows from day to day, and when we call to mind
the unemployment in the Ruhr distriet, eoncerning
which we have no data, we can estimate the number
of those out of work as fa» exeeeding a million and
the number on short time at several milbons.

The transition to the gold mark calculation re-
veals the absolute improverishment of Germany.
Those shops which sell articles of general use, cloth-
ing, footwear, etc., are bare of customers. The gen
eral improvishment of the whole middle and work-
ing classes is such, that there are no purchasers for
such goods at the present prices. The profits which
the tradesmen hoped to gain by adopting the gold
mark caleulation are not realized owing to the lack
of buyers. Since prices have risen the foreigner
has disappeared as a buyer. The rich peasantry
are already well supplied with industrial articles;
the poor peasantry are equally unable to buy, for
they are heavily burdened by the new taxes, and
the frightful rate at which money loses n value ren-
ders them afraid of putting their slight surplus of
food products-on the market. German economists
have thus become involved in a erisis of such acu-
teness as is probably unexampled in the history of
capitalist economies. The unsolved reparation ques-
tion. the tendeney to disruption in the Reich itself,
the hopeless situation of German finances, all these
contribute to increase the hopelessness of German
economics.

In spite of the fresh taxes, in spite of the aband-
onment of the resistence in the Ruhr area, expendi-
ture rose more than the dollar in the 10 days be-
tween the 10th and 20th October. Again the state
revenues do not eover one per cent of the expendi-
ture: 99% is covered by the printing of banknotes.
And no bourgeois government will be in the least
able to alter these conditions.

Japan.

Japan is an ultra-European great power whose
economic progress has received a severe set-back
owing to the earthquake catastrophe. The inner
economics of Japan naturally show, at the moment,
a certain revival as a result of the extensive work
of restoration, but there is no doubt Japan is par-
alysed for a time as a factor in international econ-
omics. The Japanese catastrophe has caused cer-
tain favorable economic effects in other countries,
especially in the silk industry of Italy and France,
in the same way as the Ruhr oecupation improved
the trade of other countries; this, however, is de-
void of significance for the world’s economics as a
whole

To sum up, we can only repeat that, with the ex
ception of the United States, where a satisfactory
amount of economic prosperity may be looked for
for a eonsiderable period, although the boom of this
spring may mnot be repeated, the economics of the
whole capitalist world, and above all of the Eur-
opean capitalist ecountries, are still in a state of
chronic erisis. Indeed, we may sufely assert that
the sitnation of European economies has rather de-
teriorated than improved during the period just
passed through.
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