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—who hold the keys of the exchequer, and rob its vaults. I
contend for a press free to €xpose all inroads upon poblic mo-
rals, by daring and ostentatious innovators——=iosglts to com.
mon taste and good sence by bad authors—shameless quacks,
and ignorant pretenders. Chese are crimes aguinst the pub-
sic, which no jndicialtribunal can reach or punish. These
are offences committed where civid authority has no jurisdic-
tion. Thereis no domestic retreat so secure, there is no pub-
lic sanetuary so holy, that it can net be invaded by the un.
hallowed or lawless foot. or poisoned by the pestiferous

breath, of the hypoctite, Even the church,
God's lavely templo, sccs he willain there,
With cye uptura’d, and aspect false as fair—
‘en at the aitar’s very horas he stands,
Anrd breaks and blesses with poliuted hands.

Y ou will perhaps be told that (he liberty for which I contend
s the licentiousness of the press. It is fashionable to de-
claim about this licentiousness, and to whine and whimper,
t0 ssorm and to threaten, about the mischiefs which flew from
an unshackled freedom of discassion ; but this is mere de-

clamation. The licentiousness of the press is a bugbear which

has no existence but in the imagination of those who are con-
swious of their own wickedness, and dread nothing bot ex-
posure-—-nhou anxiety ss,not to leave 2 crime undone, but to
keepits commission unknown ;who fear not the wratb of heav-
en or the justice of the almighty avenger, but tremble at the
reproach of asatirist, and dare as soon beard the eternal devil
on his throne, as encounter 2 NEWIpaper paragraph. Itis
«aid to be difficult to draw the line between the liberty and
the licentiousness of the press. This, too, is false. blic

:nion has already drawn the line. It has placed metes
and bounds, aod said, thus far shalt thou go, and no farther.
It has thrown a spell around the upright, the virtuous, and

the holy, which no licentious printer can invade, por the shafts.

of his malice transpierce—and when such a one auempts to
drag the pure and t honest from their sanctuary, he is in-
stantly pursued, overtaken and pnnished by pub ic indigna;
tion. What has virue to fear from the licentiousness o?“th'e
press? Whoever heard,—is there an instance on record—is
there one in the memory of man—of a virtaous and upright
pervon, who suffered the loss of property or reputation by
this imaginary licentiousness of the press 1*  No, geatlemen,
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cug in. belicving sod koov-": to be immaculately vistuous is all powats,
that can be wholly iove le by a falsc snd malicieus libel; mot the

mimed charscters of which the balk of mankind is cpmposcd. o meoy
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