BEFORE SOCIALISM

EFORE the Socialist revolution there must be a social
B revolution. There must be an operation for the removal
of the human instinct of self-preservation, for which we shall
have no more use than we now have for the caudal appendix.
The English habit of self-assertion must also be eradicated !
The change will go far deeper than our economics. 1t will be
ethical, psychological, and, apparently, physical, or, at least,
constitutional. These are some of the things—and, obviously,
not the least important—which are not dreamt of in the
philosophy of the average ebullient Socialist. But Mr. Keir
Hardie has made them plain. It is the good use of the I.L.P.
leader that where other Socialists are vaguely diffuse he defines
and determines, is precise and pointed. Replying to the now
notorious intervention of the Master of Elibank illustrating
the old political saw that Junior Whips rush in where Front
Bench Ministers fear to tread, Mr. Keir Hardie has taken pity
upon the confused controversialists and once and for all sup-
plied the authoritative definition of that hitherto elusive term
“Socialism " :

Socialism represents the principles taught by Christ, the reign of love and
fraternity ; Liberalism represents fierce, unscrupulous strife and competition,
the aggrandisement of the strong, the robbery of the weak. Between these

there can be no truce. The struggle is between God and Mammon, and
Liberalism has ever been a devotee of Mammon.

Socialism, therefore, is of the supernatural. Liberalism, and




