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JOHN XVII

( Notes of a Lecture, )

I notice first in this chapter that there s respon-
sibility, but of an entirely new order; a responsi-
bility which is connected with Christ, and which
He has discharged ; *| have glorified Thee on the
earth,” ‘“J have manifested Thy name unto the
men which Thou gavest me out of the world.” A
responsibility which, in righteousness towards
God, and in grace to us, has put us into the same
place as Himself. The Word has come down to
us ; and words have been brought, and we have
believed them, and have known surely, as Jesus
said, * that I came out from God."

If we think of what was previously given by
Moses—the law—it was but the measure of man,
come down to the earth, and which claimed from
man what he ought to be. A perfect rule for man
as a child of Adam. It was connected necessarily
with responsibility, but the responsibility of the
creature, and in which he failed ; God was hidden
behind it—He not coming to man, nor man to
Him. But under it man fails. Then because of
this breakdown, ‘‘ Grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ,” but came in when this need was thus
made plain. Man failed in Paradise, and failed
out of Paradise. He failed upon the question of
righteousness by law ; and rejected Christ come
in grace. If we look at Jew or Gentile, we see
Christ taking up zhds responsibility too before




