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CANADIA N FIRE UNDERWRITERS' 
ASSOCIATION.

(Annual Meeting to be held at Kingsville, Ont., 
September 21st).

Tin' Western Managers of altove Association, to 
whom the selection of a place at which to hold the 
Annual meeting was referred, have chosen King 
ville. • hitario. Hie meeting will take place on the 
jnt proximo. Arrangements have been made with 
the Railway Companies to have special sleepers for the 
accommodation of the members, cars to l»e sent 
through front Toronto to Kingsville without cltange. 
Allot' ■ r feature is that, as the Eastern members will 
necessarily arrive in Toronto the preceding morning, 
they will thus have an opportunity to meet the joint 
Committees, which is very necessary, in order to in- 
stm the satisfactory <lis|msal of matters to be dealt 
with at the Annual Meeting.

I- ikk Ixsi KANi k in Iniiia.—A corresjMindent of the 
limes el I ml in has a grievance against the lire Of­
fices. _ He points out that an insurance Company can. 
by giving twenty-four hours’ notice, cancel the risk 
incurred and refund the balance of premium ((in pro­
portion) paid. ( >n the other hand, should such 
celled insurance lie offered to another Company, the 
party so insuring has to pay premium on what are call­
ed the short period terms. The correspondent asks 
whether a court of law would, on the strength of this, 
uphold an insurance Company in breaking a written 
agreement to cover for a certain period. Arguing 
tile supposition that the insurance Companies, after 
a heavy loss on insuring full-pressed cotton, would 
"lose their heads," and give notice to other parties 
whose cotton they have covered to the effect that in 
twenty-four hours their policies are to be cancelled, 
and the balance of remaining premium will be refund­
ed, tbe correspondent further asks what would be the 
position of a bank w hich had advanced nionex on this 
cotton and held the policy ?—Ins. Observer.
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Vaccination.—l |hui the question of vaccination, 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England has re­
cently spoken with no uncertain sound. At 
ing on the 2nd inst., its memliers resolved :—

I bat in view of the proposed alterations in the laws 
relating to vaccination now contemplated in the bill 
before Parliament, the council do reaffirm the follow- 
ing resolution adopted by them and forwarded to the 
Royal Commission on Vaccination, on Mav 11, i8<>t 
viz. :—

glott* and g terns. a mcct-

At Home and Abroad.

Bismarck and Bee*,—A story is told of Prince 
llistiiarck when lie visited London as far back as 1843. 
He was taken by his entertainers to the noted brewery 
of Messrs. Barclay & Perkins, as was a certain Aus­
trian general on another memorable occasion, 
reputation as a beer-drinker had preceded him, and 
bis h"sts presented him with an enormous tankard of 
old ale. I lie size of tbe beaker conveyed a challenge 
which the young champion of the Prussian junkers 
was not slow to accept. I his is bis own account of 
what followed, as told by bim to Sir Charles Dilke :

1 seized the tankard," said he, "and I thought of my 
country and drank to Prussia, and tilted it till it 
eiiipi. I lien 1 thanked my entertainers— courteously 
I hop, and succeeded in making my way as far as 
Ixnidon Bridge. There I sat down in one of the 

recesses, and for hours the great bridge went 
round and round me.’

\N e, the council of the Royal C ollege of Surgeons 
of England, desire to put on record at the present lime 
our opinion of the value of vaccination as a protection 
against small-pox.

We consider the evidence in favour of its life-sav­
ing power to be overw helming, and we believe, from 
evidence equally strong, that the dangers incidental 
to the operation, when properly performed, are in­
finitesimal.

Experience lias satisfied us that, even wlieu vac- 
1 illation fails to afford complete exemption from small­
pox, it so modifies the severity of the disease as not 
only to greatly reduce its mortality but to lessen the 
frequency of blindness, disfigurement and other grave 
injuries.

\N e should therefore regard as a national calamity 
any alteration in the law which now makes vaccination 
compulsory.

Ve are, moreover, firmly convinced that revaccina- 
tion is an additional safeguard, and should be univer­
sally practiced.

\\ e would add that we believe that the instructions 
of the Ivocal tfovernment Board for public vaccinal 
are well designed to secure the greatest efficiency in 
the operation."
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IM uii in the Lamp.—At a meeting of the Lon- 
don. Eng. County Council on the 26th tilt., the Chair- 

reviewing the work of the year said that the 
Council had resolved unanimously to increase its 
expenditure by adding to the number of its fire 
tioiis and otherwise improving its appliances fizr the 
protection of the metropolis from fire. For this pur­
pose n had sanctioned an additional expenditure of 
$985.0xi on capital account ; and the increase in an­
nual maintenance was roughly estimated at alxmt $180. 
«»> a year. I11 fact, ever since its creation, the Couii- 
rd had supported the Fire Brigade Committee in in­
creasing the efficiency of the splendid force which was 
iiinlcr its control. The Theatres Committee had in­
troduced a Bill requiring a license to be obtained fn 
the ( ouncil before buildings might be used for 
Isi/.i.irs. New rules bad also been made for the pre- 
'rm ,,, of accidents in the use of the limelight and 
cinematograph in places of entertainment. The Bull­
in' 1 1'iitnd Committee had investigated 301 cases of

■ Jan,l' accidents in which thirty-six lives were lost. The
■ *«airman also made reference* to the mxirt of theL.
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Workmen’s Compensation Act.—There is noth­
ing new to report with reference to the development 
of the operations under the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act. Flic Insurance Spectator (London) remarks: 
< latins have not yet arrived at tile stage in wliieli they 
can be accurately set down in money values ; but the 
amounts mentioned in the statements put forward are 
important enough. We have already expressed the 
opinion that the number of accidents now reported in 
the daily journals, though apparently very heavy is 
not above the average. Inn that it is the increased in 
terest taken in the subject which lias given greater 
prominence to tbe accidents that have happened.

It is all very well to object to business enterprise
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