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TOWN OF GODERICH.

TliiH town iw iiioHt pleasivutly Hitimtiul on tlin eiiHt hIioiu of Lake Huron, iit tlie nioutli of tlio

Maitlimd Uiver, wliicli wan foi-nierly called by tlie InilianH the MeneHetuiiK. 'I'lie fli-Ht white nuiM
whoever viHitud the phice wuh the fainoun explorer, Kamnel de ('hainplain, wlio landed at the mouth
<>i' the river in llilH. After thiw the place wan often viHitod by the .leHuit priestH, in their expeditionn
between the settienientH on (JcMiryian Hay and thoae further down towards Detroit ; hut it was not
tdl IH-iti, more than '200 years after the visit of (Jhaniplain, that any attempt was made at a settlement
here. In that year W. K. (ioodin^i and a Krenehnian named I''rank Deohamp, landed with a small
boat load of such articles as wert! deemed necessary to start an Indian trailing post, and erected a
small cabin or store where OHilvie it llntchinson's liiill now stands l'"rom this lime the river was
called Maitlaiid in honor of I'ereKrine Maitlanl, Lieiitenant-Oovernor of Upper (lanada. Two years
later than this, in IH2H, the Canaila Company, who owned the entire Huron tract, <letermined to
plant a <:oli)ny here and at once sent out surveyors, who locateil roads to the place and laid out the
town according! to a plan which had been prepared in the Company's otlice at Vork. This plan is a
novel on(f and embraces an octagon a third of a mile in circumference with a broad street, '.til f((et

wide, extending from each of the ei};ht (H)rners. This central plot was reserved for a park, and has
a bniad street all around it. Many of the laborers who cann- throujih with tlie surveying; party in
1H2H took up land in the vicinity, and many more came as soon as the road was made passable.
Durin^^ this same year Daniel Wilson built a tannery here, which was the tirst one in the lliirini

tract. The lirst tavern was built by Valentine Fisher and the liist ston; by vVilliam and .1. (ioodin;>,
who were .Vmericans The tirst Hour mill was erected by the Canada Conipaiiy, but Hen. Miller put
np the tirst saw mill, some six miles ii)) the river In 1H;V2 theri' were some -jho inhabitauts, and in
this year the Canada Company built a steamer, named the (ioderich, to ply between this [lort and
others on Lake Huron and Krie. .V post othce was ojiened in lH:t;t and Ivlwin CritVni was appointed
postmaster. In this same year or the previous one a school house was built by the Ciunpany, its site
beint; where Kiio.x church now stands ; and here Dr. Scott, who had been selected by the Company,
taught the ymmu idea, and ministered to the bodily ailineiijts of the settlers as well. .\n Kn^^lisli
clinrch was erected in 1h:u, which was the lirst ijiiildiiij,' imed exiliisively for reli-jions worship,
although previous to that sirmons hail been preacheii at various times. l'"roin this time on the growth
of the place went steadily forward, and in \H'iU it was incorporated as a town, and M C. ('ameron was
elected Mayor. It has continued to ^row and develop and now has a population of 5,000, and an
assessed valuation of «;l,l IH.Iil 1.00. There are niiiny important inamJacturin'; enterprises, am iiiy

them beiny Hour, saw and planin<; mills, foundries, tanneruis, machine shops, salt works, an ortian
factory, etc., all of wlii('li employ many hands and rei|nire much capital. l''or the education of the
youn-; there is a lliyh. Central, three \V'ar(l,aiid a Heparate school, and some twenty tcacdiers. There
is a Mecdianics Institiiti- with a library of -J.MM volumes 'I'hi- .'\Ielhodist, Presbyterian, l''.piseopaliaii,
Hrethreii and Catholic eliiii lies are represented, and two newspapers, the Sii/hh/ and .S^ic, are well
<ii()ported. There are three parks for recreation purposes, one on the shore and ovcilnokiiitj the lake,
one use 1 for a«iiciilliiial exhibitions, where then' is a tini' half mile track; and the icntral park,
where the Court House is located. Tlietown has a liiii! system of wati'r works. is liuhted by electiii^ity,
;ind has an etVicient paid lire de|)artmeiit. tioderich is one of the most linely locati'd lowiih in Western
Ontario, on the shore of till' lake and oveilookiii;^ it at an elevation of over a hundred feet above tlu^

water, in tlu' midst of a rich ayrieiiltiiiiil ilistrict. and reached by tlie Itiillalo ,y Lake Huron branch
of the (iraiid Trunk Kailway, as well as by three liiu's of steamers. callin>; at tlu^ dillVreiil lake ports;
its streets are straight ami wide and arc^ nicely sliaded by trees. It has many line private residencies
:ind lirst-class hotel accominodation, and is a favorite resort for tourists and visitors, who lind here a
• [iiiet retri'iU fioiii the busy scenes of the larijcr cities.

Aloxandar Wallaos, .lewelery and Watch i

Ueji.'iiiiii;.;. Wc;l street. - l''ea ne'ii of blisiicss
;

Im show so Ion;,' a rec n-d of siicc:essfiil bmlness
;

! ireer as tlieab ive named fjentleman. Ilestarti'd
Ills biisini'ss forty-six years a^o on the site of the
present stand and diinin; all that loiiu timi' has
seen many compeliin; houses come up and t,'o

down. Mr. Wallace occupies a store room :W\H)
feet in I'xtent He is the sole proprietor and at-;
lends in a j^reat me.isiiri' to the business himself.
,uid has been iisiiij^ as old ideas some of the s.i

,

calleil f^reat iinprovcments of tin- present tini". ;

He was born in Kilmarnock, .\yrsliire, Scotland.
and came to Canada when he was at the a^e of

j

twenty. four years. .Ml the time nearly whii'h he
i

iiiis spent 111 Ciinad 1 has b •rn in Co lericli and he
'

iiiiH seen tlie )>rowtli of the t'uvn from a small
hamlet to its present size. His business enter-!

prise and sound judgment, cm pled with gentle-
manly di'ineam C and snivity, have won him the
respect and c-tee n as well a« the p.itronaeeof the
p.'ople of (ioderich and vicinitv.

John Brophy. Furniture store. West street.

In reviewing the (Minimereial and inanufactiir
iiie industries of ( Ioderich it is necessary that
more than a pissine notiia' be t^iveii to the fnriii

Inri' business eoiidu 'ted by Mr. .loliii liropliv. on
West street. This ;entlemaii started in business
some nine years iifio In paitnership with Alexaii
der Neashaw, but at the expiration of three years
he purchased Mr. Neashaw's interest and has
wince conducted the business alone. From its

be,iinniii-.; the bminess has continued to ;;row ainl

develope as the years went In. Mr. Hrophy has
occupied his present store for three years. It is

X?'


