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locts. as woll as

leinonts. Ifc con
af all the notat-'o

?uages. And t'(

tase thin>?,s, that we do not notice them ; but the
ild ha- to notlu them, and he sufiers from them

fllore or less-and ^'encrally more.

JTh(> digraphs, too, perplex and confuse the child.
t7i • uddest of them all is ijh, which we use in the
^•itinrr of seventy-live words. But in sixty-three

. «P n *i-. . ?i
*''"''*" ""''' '^'"''•'' *^'>^'^'' t'ntirely

;
and in nine of

ot all this IS, ft|Bm we make an /of ifc. The stoiy of the qk is
li lancruage IS a v^ical enough. As nearly as I can mak(, it' out
ina,le up of sevc.il is this : The Normans, who had been learning

•ench for several generations, had as a conse"
lenco been throwing aside and leaving unuttered
eir native guttural sounds. Perhaps, in some
es, the muscles of the throat, which are em-primary schools ||oyed to utter guttural sounds, became atrophied •

^se systems at t.blit in any case it had grown to be the ' fashion

'

ot one class, wit apt to pronounce throat sounds. Now the En<^lish
le IS asked to ,»ople still employed m.any throat-sounds

; and%he.mely difficult f|iglish or Saxon scribes wrote them down faith
learn to recogniglly, but quite simply. They wrote lh,K might

,d nHjht~m liht, miht, niht ; and the h had'
more or less strong fi^uttural sound. But the
'vnins declined to pronounce this A; they either

.uld not or would not. Then said the Saxon
ibes

:
'Oh ! you fine Norman gentlemen will not

f«l,- * /IxJ^.f'^ T ^^''S^^'S^ as it is; you ignore our
takeafewoftlftturals; we will make yo.. sound them.' So

''^sW . k'"" TI"^- '^r^^^T'^
^^^ ^ by putting a g in front of

., short ? by ISl; just as a farmer might strengthen a hedge byto by 11
;
long gutting a strong wooden fence in front of it Butby 12. We, wli«ie Normans respected the one no m„re than the

ig aeeustomed i^ucr; gh was in fact far more difficult to sound

ateness from tv

at'n", ?nixed wit

2,'A!i,rity ,ni.d wai
I the vowels. \]
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