
,i,'re;it hall on tlif j,m)mi(l, wIkti- they make their fire and live in

coniinon
; then they retire to their said chamhers, the men with their

wives and children."

Tile town theiieeforlh comjiletely (lisai)])eared I'rom record until

its site was re-discovered in iK6u hy e\ea\ati()iis of nuich interest,

some of the relics of which are preserved in the Musennis of .McC.ill

and of the Chatean de Rame/ay. In 1611, Samuel de Champlain
selected a site for a future town on the little jKiint of laud now
occn])ied hy the Custom House, which he named " I.a Place Royale."
Traders annually visited the spot rr;)ni that tiiiie, until, in 1642, it was
made the site of a ])ermauent settlement uiuler Paul de Chomedy,
vSieur de Maisonneuve, the founder of Ville Miric. The latter came
as the re])resentative of a relij^Mous association, " I.a C()m])aj,niie de
Xotre Dame de Montreal." An account of the enthusiasm of the
movement is brilliantly ,i,Mven in the pa.ues of Parknian. The object
of the Assoiialion was to convert the sava^'es. A hospital was one of

the first elements of the project, and Maisomieuve was accompanied
by its foundress, Mile. Mance ; its name bein.i; the Hotel Dieu—(iod's
Mansion. The little fort and settlement of Ville Marie were soon the
.scene of con.stant attacks and surprises by the Iroquois, so that every
street of the old I'rench town is marked by memories of romantic and
.sometimes bloody ejjisodes. In 1657 the Island ;uid town were accpiired

by the Seminary of St. Sulpice, of Paris, and the Canadian Branch, .still

its vSeif,Mieurs, has always been •; characteristic institution of the jilace.

About 16.S5 the city, which had ).(rown to contain about 2,cx)o

souls, was surrounded by a wooden jjalisade, fifteen feet in heifjht,

pierced by four ^ates, and was the centre of the Indian fur trade of
the West, which occasioned a ])icture.s(iue and crowded luinual fair.

When the si)riiiK fieet of c.inoes came down about the end of May,
laden to the water's ed^e with their jjrecious bales of beaver .skins,

worth a hundred -rood crowns ai)iece, the little Market Place was
filled to its ntmo.st ca])acity and the fur trade was at its heij^dit.

The reckless courcitrs dc hois made the i)lace a pandemonium
while money lasted, and every one, hi«h and low, joined in rivalry
for the valuable skins. Heaver was kin^.

J<et us j^rlance for a moment at the material condition of the
dwellers within this stockade of cedar now recojjjnized as Montreal.

vSociety, as it then existed, was divided into tolerably distinct
classes

;
the gentlemen of the Semina/y of St. Suljjice, Seigneurs of

the Island, had the actual interest of their cliarj^e at heart, and thanks
to the remarkable personal (pialities of some of their earlv superiors,


