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rrtlief, whoii tlicy nrc . mcn.tioncd tof^ellter, "^irortbytors mid

bi^ihops, or ciders and 'bishops, arc never iiidividirally nann*d " '

''^it the siunc time, as |;hottj:;h thfty were two Hcpurat<; c^rder^< olV

' -> inlniHters,4-But on thocontnity, the unfiles of eUler, or pres* ^

byter and brshoi\arc uscit altcrnf^ly to dcyifrnato the slSne \

in-iler. .Am a sample of sneh alternate 'iisii of these naines, \fo

Would direct attention to thd Kpi«tle to TituM, i.. r)-'Y, wbieh

rea^ as follows:--" bV>if tbit< tauso left I thee in Octc. tluiT

thou shoulds set in ordt\r the things that arc" wautin*!;. and ,

ordain ciders in every eit^^ag I had appointed thee, if any }>«>

; bhnnelcss/tbe husband of orte wife, havintr faithttil childreiu

not accused ivf riot or ufirulv. For a bishop must

l»o blanudess. as . the gtewardof, (lod, ,

" not self-willed,

fiot soo!i anjrry. not jL^ivcn to wine, «o striker, not

;;iven to filthy lucre—Kut a lover of hospitality, etc."

Xotbing I3 more evident' than that Elders and Bishops

mcjicne spoken of ^Jis m^ and the same order. /' I'o say

ordain presbyters, for a blsliop inui<irbe blameless, in like.say-

iM'jJrown the sovereign, fur a king niust bo crowned." As

sovefpi-gn and king, would here be considered as'synonyin6u;« ^

terms; so those of Elder^nnd Bishop, as used above, qan be"

lg
nothing less or niorcv th]in synonymous, ^^^ly tlie same

terms jm; used bfe^e Apostle in his First Lcwprto Timothy., _

iii., 1-^1, only tfic word elder i« left out, but the honest

(Trtquirer after truth wilj^it once admit that tliib reason must

be because the terms arc "gifeoymous. The saaue iii Acts'^x.

17. Thus much then.fc»r the title. WclteBie now to examine^

the qualiQi^ions and jiowers of t|ic offico^f ISishop.* , v^v
As far as the authority given to Bishops b^ the act of orcu; ."

,

nation is concerned, we believe it to be the same as that M^^

presbyter, .srnd nothing more. Indeed, if there is any eupcri-

fity it is found with the presbyters—if \vtj undertake ti>

arate thcrsc orders (whichwe liavc nt) sanction in i^cripturo

dping), fprthie presbyters alone are-sajd to havp practiced

fjnation. It may be asked, then, ifpresbytersJKiyC' the same
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powler to ordain . w'liioh are vested in a bishop by- virtue of their

:1

.',
\ ..

•-;\. /-
,

... ';~ I

>
* ^ ,'

.

; ''..-A-:-:'^
' '

" '
'

. ' - .

;,'l(A-.>Jy-


