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Muitliik wiiii thiw ascrilietl thi- work of frwitioii. an idea evi-

dently borrowed fi-oni the Hiiiiu'rians. but nuxUfleil by the intro-

duction of a great ciniiiat to Muit the nioi-e warlike spirittt of the

fighting and conquering HheniiteM.

Manluk l>ecanie the supreuH- giMl at Baliylon. He woh often

called Bcl-Mero<lach, or the liord Manluk. You may remember

that Nebucbiulnezzjir, the King of Babylon, wiw «ucceedetl by

hiN son, " Evil-Merotlacb," in Ml B.C. Kltortn were made at one

time to give to the gfxl Marduk a xort of Mon itheistic poHition.

It is of nmcli interest to Hiiil tliat in judicial proceedingH under

the great cmU* of laws of Hammurabi, published aliout 2,i">)

B.(.'., the oath imiMiWHl in court on witnesses, claimants, Ate,

was always in the name of Marduk. But in the earlier days of

flu Bivhylonian Shemites, Marduk hiul the attributes of an in-

tercessor between man and his father EA, just as h<id Mlrri-

Dugga with the Sumerians.

The Sheniite account of the creation in cimeiform inscriptions

is supporteil by fragments that reuiain of ii history of Babylonia

written in Gi-eek aUmt 2o() B. ('. by BcKsus. a priest of Btlus in

Babylon. B«'ri'sus says the mateiials for bis work were derived

from the recoi-ds of tlie tiiiipic of Blll^. He writes: "Then

came Bel (Merudadi) ;ind cleft the woman monster (Tl AMAT
the reprosentiitive or personification of the ancient HcmkIs of

Chaos) in twu- from one half thereof made he the earth, fiimi

the other the heavens, and extinguished her existence."

In this connecti<m it is al.-.>of deep interest to llnd that the

most ancient Egyptians brought witli them to Egypt old Bjiby-

lonian architecture and leligion. The earliest Egyptians had

also in their account of the creation, accoitling to Ernmn, the

Howls of Chaos, Ix-ariiig the an.;ienl Humerian Uiime of NUN.
We find in the Egyptian Book of the Di^ad this sentence: "On
the dark ocean of the god Nun in the curliest age of time the

Sun-g<Kl Ra appeared and took over the government of the

world." Accoitling to another ancient legend of Egypt, Ra,

when man had rel)elled against him, wetit to the god Nun and

addressed him with the words: "(3, thou eldest of the gtals,

from whom I .sprung, and ye ancestral spirits, behold man, who

has sprung from my eye, how he deviseth evil in spite of me."

Hei-e, therefore, we find the son of the supreme gotl performing

the work of creation ; and we see the son similarly consulting

the father with respect to man. Just as the Shemitic North

Babylonians assimt^ited their solar god Merodach to the Sume-

rian Mivri-Duggsu !.o did the ancient Egyptians assimilate also

their solar god Ra to Mirri-Dugga. But Ra, differing from the

pejiceful Sumerian Mirra-Uugga, and resembling the warlike

Sheiuitic Muiuducb, fought and slew the monster Chaos, as we


