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was a good judge of men. When pitted against a

Bonaparte, a Talleyrand, or a Canning, they ap-

peared provincial in their ways and limited in their

sympathetic understanding of statesmen of the

Old World.

Next to that of Madison, Jefferson valued the

friendship of Albert Gallatin, whom he made Sec-

retary of the Treasury by a recess appointment,

sincetherewas some reason to fear that the Federal-

ist Senate would not confirm the nomination. The

Federalists could never forget that Gallatin was a

Swiss by birth— an alien of supposedly radical

tendencies. The partisan press never exhibited its

crass provincialism more shamefully than when it

made fun of Gallatin's imperfect pronunciation of

English. He had come to America, indeed, too

late to acquire a perfect control of a new tongue,

but not too late to become a loyal son of his

adopted country. He brought to Jefferson's group

of advisers not only a thorough knowledge of pub-

lic finance but a sound judgment and a statesman-

like vision, which were often needed to rectify the

political vagaries of his chief.

The last of his Cabinet appointments made,

Jefferfaon returned to his country seat at Monticello

for August and September, for he was determined


