
INTPODUCTION
Tmbe are those who deprooato introduotioni to the

marterpieoM of Uterature, am doubUew miny tuoh
efforU have been in the nature of impertinenoei
Attempt* at critiofam and elucidation as forewoida to
the work of a great author can only be justified when
the ontw is on the same level of power and genius as
ttewritw that he criticizes. There are. however, things
that may >-e said with profit concerning mort books,
and many a reader of Sylvia't Lovers wiU learn Xor the
first time, from this Introduction, so simple a fr«t as
that Monkshaven is Whitby, and chat Mrs. GaskeU has
piotmed what is now a fashionable watering-place as
it was m the closing years of t!»e eighteenth century.
To know tais is surely to enhance our enjoyment of the
story.

Av!^*u^,.'*^ ^ *** ^""^y '"^' •««» it* Jegend of
Abbey bells torn from the tower by pirates, but nearly
eveiythmg eke is changed. The whaling trade that
Mrs. 'iaekeU describes so graphically is aU but gone.
It must have been during her resid«nco at. Newcastle
some two years before her marriage, that BIrs. Gaak .11made her first acquaintm.ie vr.M Whitby, and learnt
Bomethmg of the traditloris &: the to*n. She visited
the place again in 1859, but for the main outline of
toi story our auth w.,nt to actual histwical circum-

r"^-.u """ "^y * "^'""^ »** « "93, when
the Whitby sailor, rose ..gainst the press-gang, andhavmg forced them to abscond, demolish^ their


