nce — involves the general relationship
tween the Western countries with their
‘4 ket economies and the more central-
" ied, state-controlled  economies of the
‘Fhstern European countries. It involves
" ‘e role and membership in economic in-

“shitutions such as the General Agreement
"o} Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Inter-
~phtional Monétary Fund and the Economic
‘bmmission for Europe. It might also in-
“dude attempts by the enlarged European

®  Heoonomic Community and the Eastern
'Furopean countries to evolve special ar-
r4ngements.
1 “(Canada is sensitive to possibilities of
Hade negotiations between blocs which
"cbuld result in discriminatory arrange-
mients adversely affecting export opportu-
ties for third countries such as Canada.
4, its statement at Helsinki, Canada sug-
A sbsted, for example, that “whatever new
i} fbrms of economic co-operation are devel-
gped among countries at the conference
should be outward-looking in their orien-
> il thtion and would be of a kind which would
UPlpw: 1o benefit the developing states. In this
e table ntext, we believe that the principles to
3" . | Be applied should include those underlying
edin | {he GATT, Bretton Woods and related
Hary. | dgreements — namely non-discrimination,
uniform standards, common regulations,
al ani “4tability of markets and modification by
nal an ¢onsultations”. In other words, Canada, in
amgn’g {his forum as in others, will put the empha-
anz.aﬁas - §is on a multilateral approach toward
l{;tl @1 Yrade liberalization.
'dselizg I In the field of cultural relations, a
- Modl Fluropean cox_lference could use the present
li dalol 1etwor.k of bllat.eral agreements as a start-
aration “ing-point for improved communications
| hetween East and West. Canada favours
' nt exl nore imaginative approaches in terms of
Bt €t - byltural exchanges — an attempt to go
sputes| - ilbeyond the traditional fields of literature,
fromf - Ynusic, fine arts and theatre to encompass
g thes| Liudy of national ways of life and such
u'ant off cubjects as sociology, urbanism, health
ion df and social welfare.
Freer movement of people
.1 ]On the question of freer movement of peo-
~ mal} ple, ideas and information, Canada has
s that! lunderlined this issue as an important item
of tht| - {on the conference agenda — and Mr. Sharp
_ | |drew special attention to it in his remarks
e itel|  lto the North Atlantic Council in Brussels
1 trz.zde {on December 7. In a press briefing later on
Ed -} Jthe same day, the Secretary of State for
in the} “{External Affairs said Canada considered
altural freer movement of people, information and
f peo-§  lideas one of the major objectives of the
. ;. W?St! “If we don’t achieve something in
lion - | { this direction — including the basic free-
y cor |- fdom of families to reunite — then the

conference will have failed to achieve one
of the most desirable goals.” The North
Atlantic Council communiqué issued on
December 8 said the alliance attached
particular importance to freer movement
of people, ideas and information as an
objective and elaborated on this in a
specific reference to the conference. The
NAC said the conference should “bring
about closer, more open and freer relation-
ships between all people in Europe” and
“stimulate a wider flow of information and
ideas”.

Apart from subject areas for the
proposed conference, there have been
questions of organization: the form any
conference should take and what — if any
— permanent machinery should be estab-
lished to carry on "the work of the
conference.

Canada has given its support to the
so-called three-stage pattern of organiza-
tion for a conference, a plan initially put
forward by France. This would involve:

A formal opening session of foreign
ministers, which would delegate subject
areas to a number of commissions and
sub-commissions of officials;

sessions of these commissions over a
period to work out an agreed position on
agenda items;

a final-stage conference of ministers
to confirm the work of the commissions.

Some countries, including the
U.S.S.R., would like the final meeting to
be at the heads-of-government level.

Méndates as guide
Participants in the Helsinki talks are

considering whether “mandates” should
be given to each of the commissions. These
would be lists of subjects which would be
examined by the commission and would
serve as a guide to the production of draft
resolutions or declarations for the final
ministerial session.

Canada approved this format, assert-
ing at Helsinki that the participants
should try to provide mandates “which
would, in effect, be an elaboration of the
agenda items, setting out in a general and,
if possible, non-controversial way the
various points the proposed commissions
would consider at the conference. These
points would then be debated, amended,
accepted or rejected in the commissions
or by the conference itself”. Canada sug-
gested that, in drawing up these man-
dates, it would become evident whether
sufficient areas of common ground could be
found to ensure success at the conference.

There have been proposals from Soviet-
bloc countries for creation of permanent
arrangements or a permanent body on

Mandates designed

to determine
common ground
for conference -
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